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To  Alfrecla  Maria   (Bliss)    Hoppin 

"  For  whose  dear  bones  we  would  a  tomb  advance, 
Of  gold,  and  silver,  and  Corinthian  brass. 
With  ivory  pillars  mix't  witli  jet  and  ranee, 

Rarer  and  richer  than  th'  old  Carian's  was; 
And  round  about  it  write 
Their  virtues  shining  bright. 
But,  sith  the  most  of  our  poor  means,  alas! 
Not  the  least  part  of  that  rich  pride  affords, 
For  want  of  \veaUh  we  build  a  tomb  of  words; 
Which,  though  it  cost  less  shall  out-last 

The  proud  cloud-threat'ning  battlements, 
The  aspiring  spires  by  Ninus  plac't 

And  hell-deep-founded  monuments." 
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Preface 

"My  endeavors 
Have  ever  come  short  of  my  desires, 
Yet,  filled  with  my  abilities." 

The  sources  of  genealogical  information,  from  which  the  facts 
n  this  book  have  been  drawn,  are  the  original  ancient  manuscripts, 
.vritten  in  Latin  and  English,  extant  in  the  parish,  borough,  mano- 
"ial,  county,  diocesan,  and  national  archives  or  records  of  England, 
ivery  record  therein  examined,  for  this  book,  has  come  before  the 
ye  of  the  author;  he  alone  is  responsible  for  the  interpretation 
lerein  presented  of  those  records.  Practically  nothing  in  this  book 
nas  been  left  to  rest  upon  a  mere  tradition.  Tradition  has  been 
:ound  erroneous — a  hindrance,  not  a  help.  Practically  nothing 
available  in  the  records  of  England  has  been  left  unread.  This 
book,  therefore,  is  the  first  word,  the  only  word,  and  the  last  word 
Df  truth  yet  written,  or  likely  to  be  v/ritten,  within  the  limits  of  the 
subject  undertaken.  The  national  records  of  England  are  so  numer- 
ous and  vast  as  to  be  almost  inexhaustible.  Years  of  time  are 
necessary  to  complete  a  search  on  any  one  family  name.  On  the 
ft-hole,  all  of  the  said  sources  of  information  are  official;  and  they 
are  reliable.  Some  records,  however,  are  exceedingly  complicated, 
now  and  then  imperfect  in  parts,  and  sometimes  yield  data 
apparently  irreconcilable,  if  not  actually  contradictory  in  certain 
jhases.  The  searcher  must  be  endowed  with  infinite  patience,  to 
say  nothing  of  other  requisites,  lest  he  easily  become  discouraged. 
Though  laborious  even  to  the  skillful  paleographer,  the  pursuit  of 
such  a  quest  is  positively  romantic.  It  has  a  particular  fascination 
or  one  who  can  bring  to  bear  the  power  of  a  keen  intuition  or  per- 
ception. To  the  many  American  tourists  who  go  to  England,  and 
without  having  had  long  technical  experience  in  the  archives  there, 
expect  to  find  the  homes  of  their  ancestors,  success  is  seldom 
possible.  Moreover  their  failure  is  well-nigh  inevitable.  Even  the 
ablest  investigator  cannot  succeed  therein  always. 

The  author  has  often  studied  for  weeks,  and  occasionally  through 
the  night,  trying  to  determine  the  full  significance  of  a  single  item 
of  evidence,  or  to  clear  up  a  hazy  point,  which  when  accomplished 
would  scarcely  add  anything  noticeable  to  his  story.  Such  dis- 
crepancies and  difficulties  are  of  altogether  too  frequent  occurrence 
in  the  work  of  an  original  Inquiry  Into  the  history  of  a  family.     Hence 
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the  inquirer  whose  method  is  to  be  fastidious  in  point  of  accuracy, 
and  artistic  or  sympathetic  in  the  manner  of  the  presentation  of  his 
facts  and  observations,  must  become  insensible,  if  his  means  permit, 
to  the  lapse  of  time  whilst  searching  in  the  archives,  verifying  a 
debatable  item,  and  weighing  each  word  with  which  he  attires  °his 
framework  of  facts.  Moreover,  above  all,  he  must  not  rest  with 
being  a  mere  compiler,  like  some  of  the  old  genealogists  who  were 
content  to  publish  a  bare  skeleton  of  cold  names  and  dates  that 
sadly  needed  to  be  clothed  with  some  semblance  to  life.  Therefore, 
the  zeal  of  an  author  in  such  efforts  should  be  esteemed  a  wise  reason 
for  what,  to  Impatient  subscribers,  may  seem  an  unaccountable 
dela>-  in  the  completion  of  his  work.  It  would  be  an  affectation  to 
deny  that  books  of  this  class  can  only  be  made,  by  the  present 
author,  under  the  expectation  of  some  subscriptions,  for  he  has 
no  one  to  thank  for  any  particular  assistance  in  the  cost  (over  $5000) 
and  the  entire  work  of  preparing  and  illustrating  the  manuscript  of 
The  Bliss  Book,  save  for  the  encouragement  courteously  given  to 
him  by  Frederick  Spencer  Bliss  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  William 
H.  Bliss  of  New  York  City,  and  Sir  Henry  W.  Bliss,  K.C.I. E.,  of 
England,  to  whom  the  author's  thanks  are  hereby  expressed. 

The  thanks  of  Blisses  all  over  the  world  are  due  to  Frederick 
Spencer  Bliss  who,  after  going  to  England  to  see  the  homes  of  our 
ancestors  there,  has  joined  with  the  author  in  having  this  book  pub- 
lished for  the  pleasure  and  information  of  the  present  and  future 
Bliss  descendants— the  number  of  subscriptions  received,  up  to  the 
hour  of  "going  to  press,"  being  far  less  in  amount  than  the  first  cost 
of  the  printing  alone.  Therefore,  the  author  and  publisher  must  look 
to  the  future  for  due  appreciation. 

The  author  may  not  be  thanked  for  revealing  the  plain  truth 
that  the  early  Bliss  ancestors  were  not  the  kings,  queens,  lords, 
dukes,  earls,  etc.,  claimed  in  The  Bliss  Genealogy  of  18S1  but,  instead! 
merely  respectable  citizens.  Still  he  has  not  allowed  himself  to 
gratify  the  pride  or  vanity  of  any  one  by  claiming,  for  any  ancestor 
herein,  any  qualification  which  the  ancestor  did  not  possess;  nor  has 
any  ancestor  been  herein  neglected  because  he  was  a  poor  man. 
The  study  of  an  ancient  ancestry  has  been  considered  as  a  broad 
contemplation  of  wide  human  nature,  not  as  a  matter  of  "Who's 
Who?"  New  England  does  not  wholly  know— it  may  not  care 
to  know— that  one  half,  if  not  two  thirds,  of  its  early  settlers  were 
direct  descendants  from  the  Sa.xon,  Danish,  and  Celtic  villeins 
(peasants  who  owned  little  or  no  landed  property)  of  the  feudal  times 
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in  England.  Nevertheless,  the  author  is  dctcrniined  that  this  book 
shall  be  free  from  the  fanciful  fallacies  about  exalted  birth  that  have 
been  printed  about  the  English  ancestors  of  some  of  the  founders 
of  America.  This  course  may  not  be  the  high  road  to  popularity; 
the  steps  may  be  laid  down  too  fearlessly  straight  in  their  fidelity 
to  the  pathway  of  fact;  but  that  will  depend  upon  the  individual 
reader.  The  author  reposes  confidently,  however,  in  the  belief 
that  the  members  of  the  American  family  of  Bliss  are  sufficiently 
eminent,  in  their  various  capacities,  and  have  too  long  enjoyed  an 
honorable  prosperity  to  require  the  addition  to  their  caps  of  any 
feathers  from  their  remote  ancestors;  nor  can  any  insufficiency 
whatever  in  those  Blisses  who  li\ed  in  the  terribly  hard  days  of  the 
long-ago  dim,  in  any  way,  the  shining  page  of  American  Bliss  history. 

"A  true  pedigree,  be  it  exalted  or  simple,  long  or  short,  is  a  fact.  To 
those  to  whom  it  belongs  it  is  a  possession;  and  like  any  other  possession, 
it  is  to  be  respected." 


ConnaughL  Club,  London,  W. 
18  January,  1912. 
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A  Ship  of  1630  ......... 
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Introduction 

"There  comes  a  voice  tliat  awakes  my  soul — 
It  is  the  voice  of  the  years  that  arc  gone; 
They  roll  before  me  with  all  their  deeds." 

"The  magic  of  the  distant  days,"  in  the  perspective  of  the 
BUss  family,  wrought  its  fascination  upon  the  writer  with  the  coming 
to  his  hands  of  a  book,  published  in  the  year  1881,  entitled  The 
Bliss  Goicalogy.  This  book  revealed  his  direct  maternal  descent 
from  Thomas  Blissc  of  Boston  Mount  1638,  later  of  Rehoboth, 
Plymouth  Colony.  The  portal  pages  into  this  volume  of  lore, 
alleged  and  otherwise,  bore  many  a  paragraph  of  startling  portent 
that,  very  likely,  has  been  well  treasured  in  the  memory  of  every 
reader  of  that  book.  The  richness  upon  those  pages  was  in  that 
glamour  attaching  to  the  feudal  days  of  the  Blisses,  to  the  "Age 
of  Chivalry,"  "when  knighthood  was  in  flower,"  the  simple  ordinary 
exploits  of  which  time  have  been  magnified  and  made  the  theme 
of  so  much  that  is  romantic  in  subsequent  song  and  story.  Then 
came  the  fulfillment  of  a  desire  to  visit  the  place  in  England,  where 
that  book  described  the  Bliss  ancestors  as  having  been  born,  married, 
and  then  as  having  struggled,  suffered,  and  died  as  martyrs  in  the 
cause  of  a  freer  interpretation  of  the  Christian  religion:  likewise,  and 
partly  because  of  a  previous  experience  in  literary  inquiry  among 
the  English  records,  there  grew  a  desire  that  v.'as  particularly  keen 
to  find,  and  to  study  there,  what  The  Bliss  Genealogy  was  utterly 
devoid  of  (the  most  important  thing  of  all),  i.  e.,  a  copy  of  or  an 
abstract  from,  or  even  the  mere  name  of  any  actual  record,  proof, 
authority,  or  indication  that  would  verify,  confirm,  or  tend  to  con- 
firm, or  to  give  reason  for  an}-  one  to  believe  as  true  all  things,  or 
any  one  thing,  as  published  in  the  English  chapter  of  that  book. 
What  a  roseate  chapter  it  was,  of  Bliss  kings,  earls,  knights,  lords, 
and  gentlemen!     of 

" the  heroic  and  the  free, 

The  beautiful,  the  brave,  the  lords  of  earth  and  sea." 

What  feelings  of  pride  stirred  the  imagination  of  the  unques- 
tioning reader!  How  could  one  resist  a  desire  to  learn  more  of 
all  this?  What  greater  pleasure  could  there  be  to  the  mind,  one 
thought,  than  to  view  in  reality,  "Belstone  in  Devonshire,  the  home 
of  our  forefathers"!     And  then  to  trace  their  fathers,  and  their 
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fathers'  fathers,  back  through  the  generations — to  delve  in  the  vast 
archives,  to  revel  in  the  antiquities  touching  such  "forgotten  men, 
forgotten  deeds";  and  then  to  have  the  honor  to  write  "the  long 
tale  of  the  great  dead."  What  a  prospect!  How  noble  a  theme! 
Moreover,  all  of  it  located  in  what  Shakespeare  made  John  of 
Gaunt,  in  Richard  II,  call: — 

"This  royal  throne  of  kings,  this  sceptr'd  isle. 
This  earth  of  majesty,  this  seat  of  Mars, 
This  other  Eden,  demi-paradise; 


This  precious  stone  set  in  the  sil\er  sea, 

.     the  envy  of  less  happier  lands ; 
i,     1        This  blessed  plot,  this  earth,  this  realm,  this  England." 

Well,  fellow  Bliss  descendants,  after  much  of  ten  years  passed 
in  England,  that  undertaking  has  been  accomplished.  If  an  honor, 
it  also  has  been  a  task — long,  self-imposed,  and  costly;  undertaken 
as  a  pleasure,  a  memorial,  a  duty,  and  without  hope  of  other  profit. 
For  every  record  found  a  hundred  records  had  to  be  examined. 
That  dream-desire  has  met  reality,  and  what  a  reality  it  is!  The 
result  thereof  is  altogether  different  from  the  conception  in  The 
Bliss  Genealogy  of  1881.  And  after  the  last  three  months  in  England, 
without  having  seen  the  sun  in  the  sky,  the  writer  is  quite  certain 
that  Shakespeare  penned  the  foregoing  lines  of  ideality  on  the  usual 
rainy  morning,  as  a  consolation  to  himself  for  not  being  able  to  ven- 
ture out  of  doors  without  getting  a  wetting,  if  nothing  worse.  Then 
as  to  John  of  Gaunt,  it  is  more  certain  that  the  England  that  his 
eyes  looked  upon  in  1377  was  largely  marsh,  moor,  and  forest — about 
in  the  condition,  topographically,  of  the  New  England  of  1700, 
save  the  few  Roman  roads;  also  that  the  great  majority  of  the  small 
population  of  England,  at  that  time,  could  not  have  been  very 
happy  because  they  were  serfs,  and  as  well,  that  the  skies  were  quite 
as  cheerless  then  as  now  and  the  rain  as  unenviously  constant  as  it 
was  when  the  Roman  Tacitus  called  the  British  climate'  repulsive 
because  of  its  rains  and  fogs. 

Alas!  Belstone  in  Devonshire  in  the  West  of  England  has  been 
visited;  Belstone  amid  the  lonely  tracts  of  bog  and  moor  and  rock, 
out  of  which  sterility  man  has  never  yet  succeeded  in  raising  the 
means  of  sustenance  for  any  but  the  fewest  of  settlers;  Belstone 
upon  Dartmoor,  high,  bleak,  and  barren,  an  almost  treeless  tract 
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»f  225  square  miles;  Belstone  that  Devon's  splendid  novelist,  Eden 
-"hillpotts,  calls  "a  village  that  looks  like  a  smudge  of  mud."  How 
nuch  more  mysterious,  isolated,  and  absolutely  out  of  the  world 
t  was,  before  163S,  than  now!  How  odd  seemed  this  region  of 
England  for  the  home  of  such  titled  Bliss  ancestors  as  we  had  been 
eading  of!  Here  on  Dartmoor,  the  home  of  superstitions  most 
veird  that  linger  even  to  this  day?  Here  amid  the  old  "folk-tale" 
people  who  verily  believed  that  fairies,  pixies,  gnomes,  goblins, 
vitchcs,  and  devils  actually  lived  round-about  in  the  hills,  and  that 
hey  heard  them  at  night,  some  still  so  believing?  Here  on  Dart- 
noor  where  one  meets  "the  strangest  survivals  of  faiths  which  have 
icrished  off  the  earth  elsewhere"?  Here  among  a  handful  of  people 
vho  are  still  among  the  most  unique,  and  for  that  reason,  perhaps, 
:he  most  interesting  of  the  human  species  on  the  Isle  of  Britain? 
,Vhat  an  antithesis  to  imagine  such  folk  as  the  Bliss  emigrants  to 
\merica!  It  would  surprise  a  genuine  moorman  of  to-day  to  hear 
hat  any  early  denizen  thereof  had  been  farther  away  from  home 
han  to  some  near-by  market-town.  Even  the  folk  resident  in  towns 
)ut  a  few  miles  away  from  the  moor  are  called  "foreigners."  It 
s  still  a  common  thing  to  read  of  the  death  of  an  aged  one  of  these 
Dcople  who  had  never  been  off  the  moor  dunng  a  long  life.  One 
;uch  died  two  v/ceks  ago  who  had  not  ventured  more  than  tv/o 
niles  away  from  the  homestead  in  all  the  eighty  years  of  life. 
\nother,  but  three  years  since,  prosecuted  a  suit  in  the  county  court 
igainst  a  neighbor  for  " bev.itching  his  cattle,"  from  the  alleged 
effects  of  which  the  plaintifif  really  believed  that  one  of  his  cows 
lad  died.  Why  should  any  Bliss  descendant  imagine  that  these 
oik  Avere  ever  any  kin  of  his?  These  simple,  honest  moor-dwellers, 
ksccndants  of  Norman  kings,  earls,  and  lords,  of  but  a  few  genera- 
ions  before?  How  the  lordly  would  laugh,  and  how  the  lowly 
vould  wonder  at  such  an  idea!  Yet  this  is  what  the  Blisses  of 
\merica  have  believed  for  a  generation.  What  a  snug  place  is  Bel- 
stone for  a  dreamer  to  place  his  inventions  in!  Seemingly  so  far 
)fT  from  the  path  of  human  progress,  so  out  of  the  way  of  the 
ravcler,  or  the  inquirer,  it  was,  that  the  Blisses  of  America  might  be 
ong  deterred  from  finding  out  the  truth.  So  it  has  been!  Yet, 
itrange  indeed,  is  it  not,  that  no  Bliss  descendant  has  ever  inquired, 
:re  now,  as  to  the  records  appertaining  to  persons  and  property 
n  Belstone  and  vicinity?  The  records  of  these  people  have  been  kept. 
\t  last,  and  alas!  these  records  have  been  read,  all  of  them,  every 
vord,  by  the  writer.  The  story  printed  in  18S1  as  to  our  Blisses 
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in  Belstone  was  only  a  story,  flimsy  and  unsupported.  It  is  as 
unreal  as  "the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision."  Amusingly  we  class  it 
with  the  tales  of  the  fairies,  pixies,  gnomes,  goblins,  and  devils  of 
that  same  moorland.  To  these  fables  we  would  now  add  it,  musing, 
the  while,  that  the  weird-minded  moor-folk  are  not  the  only  humans 
who  have  believed  strange  things  without  any  evidence. 

No  person  of  the  name  of  Bliss  ever  lived  at  Belstone  or  adjacent 
thereto  before  1800.  No  ancestor  of  Thomas  Blisse  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  of  Thomas  Blisse  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  or  of  George  Blisse  of 
Newport,  R.  I., — the  three  Bliss  emigrants  to  America  of  circa 
1638, — ever  lived  upon  Dartmoor,  or  anywhere  in  the  shire  of  Devon, 
or  at  any  place  whatsoever  in  the  entire  West  of  England. 

"They  are  flown, 
Beautiful  fictions   of  our  fathers,  wove 
In  [imagination's]  web,  when  [knowledge]  was  young 
And  fondly  loved  and  clierislied,  they  are  flown 
Before  the  wand  of  [investigation]." 

Where  did  they  come  from,  our  first  Bliss  ancestors  in  A>merica? 
We  shall  see,  hereinafter,  in  due  order.  Those  in  America  who  have 
been  fed  with  such  fancies  as  that  their  Bliss  ancestors,  in  England, 
"were  men  like  Cromwell  and  Hampden,"  "maintaining  a  high 
station  socially,  politically  and  otherwise,"  "many  with  titles," 
"some  being  knighted,  others  members  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
House  of  Lords";  that  they  were  lineal  descendants  "of  royal  blood 
in  France,"  descendants  direct  of  William,  Duke  of  Normandy,  the 
Conqueror  of  Britain,  of  "Baldwin  V,  Count  of  Flanders,"  of 
"Stephen,  King  of  England"  [1135-1154];  that  their  ancestors  bore 
the  coat-of-arms,  "gules,  a  bend  vaire,  between  two  fleur-de-lis, 
or,"  with  the  motto  "Semper  sursum"  and  the  crest  of  a  gauntleted 
hand  holding  an  arrow;  that  the  grandfather  of  the  emigrants  died 
in  prison  under  persecution  for  non-conformity;  that  one  of  his 
sons  was  likewise  imprisoned;  and  who  even  have  been  informed 
as  to  the  color  of  the  hairs  of  the  horses  upon  which  the  ancestors 
"rode  up  to  London  to  attend  Parliament"  in  the  time  of  Charles  \, 
— those  so  fed,  and  who  relished  the  taste  thereof,  may  not  like  the 
plain  fare  of  facts  that  it  has  been  long  left  for  the  writer,  a  pro- 
fessional investigator  of  family  history,  to  sei-ve  up.  Those  who 
prefer  truth,  above  all,  opening  their  minds  for  an  exploitation 
of  it,  may  find  in  the  actualities,  hereinafter  related,  more  satis- 
faction than  in  the  imagery  of  the  might-have-been.     In  parting 
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ftitli  those  alleged  Norman  ancestors  nothing  is  lost.  Instead,  \vc 
lave  gained  the  knowledge  of  an  ancestry  that  was  guiltless  of  the 
rriines  of  oi)pression  and  injustice  that  were  indulged  in  by  the 
'Nobility  and  Gentry"  of  the  feudal  times.  What  Bliss  can  but 
DC  pleased  to  learn  that  his  name  and  blood  do  not  derive  from 
lHc  Norman  conquerors  of  England,  of  whom  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,  wrote  in  English  Traits! — i.  e. : — 


'is' 


"Twenty  thousand  thieves  landed  at  Hastings.  These  founders  of  the 
House  of  Lords  were  greedy  and  ferocious  dragoons,  sons  of  greedy  and  ferocious 
:)irates.  They  were  all  alike;  they  took  everything  they  could  carry;  they 
Durncd,  harried,  \-iolated,  tortured,  and  killed  until  everything  English  was 
Drought  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  Such,  however,  is  the  illusion  of  antiquity  and 
jvealth,  that  decent  and  dignified  men  now  existing  boast  their  descent  front 
:he=e  filihy  thieves  who  showed  a  far  juster  conviction  of  their  own  merits 
t)y  assuming  for  their  crests,  the  swine,  goat,  jackal,  leopard,  wolf,  and  snake, 
vhich  they  severallj'  resembled." 

The  royal  robes  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  "pomp  and  circum- 
jtance"  are  now  cast  back  into  the  abyss  of  Never-was,  from  whence 
they  came.  And  what  is  that  tale,  printed  in  18S1,  about  one 
Houorius  Bliss  who  on  the  field  of  battle  saved  the  life  of  a  feudal 
lord,  or  knight,  by  attacking  from  behind  an  assailant  who  had 
about  vanquished  the  knight,  whereupon  the  rescued  knight  gave 
Honorius,  as  a  reward,  the  gauntlet  that  forms  the  crest  of  the 
afore-mentioned  coat-of-arms?  At  first  reading  this  pleasing  bit 
seems  to  be  a  reminiscence  of  "the  morning  after"  a  day — 

"\\Ticn  everj"  knight  went  out  to  fight 
With  his  helmet  on  his  head ; 
When  many  a  knight  stayed  out  all  night 
When  he  ought  to  have  been  in  bed." 

Upon  second  thought,  the  incident  seems  to  have  been  extracted 
from  the  "Legend  of  Fulco  Fitz  Warin"  in  the  Chronicum  Anglicauum 
of  Radulphi  de  Coggeshall.  In  this  legend  there  figures  one  Berard 
de  Bices;  but  his  name  has  been  mistaken  for  Bliss.  This  legend 
is  one  of  many  such  that  v/ere  popular  in  the  Middle  Ages.  There  is 
some  truth,  more  or  less,  in  the  plot  of  it;  but  upon  such  a  skeleton 
is  placed  a  gorgeous  attire  of  fable,  reflecting  credit,  indeed,  upon 
tlie  imaginative  talent  of  the  tronvcur.  The  great  story  of  the 
exploits  of  Richard  Coeur-de-Lion  and  the  ballads  about  Robin 
Hood,  the  outlaw  of  Sherwood  Forest,  are  considered  to  contain 
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more  that  is  true  than  docs  this  "Legend  of  Fulco  Fitz  Warin" 
(Fulk  the  son  of  Warin,  a  mediaeval  renegade).  The  legend  re- 
counts how  King  John  [1199-1216]  commissioned  "  Rondulf,  carl  of 
Chester"  [Randolph  do  Brereton]  to  find  and  capture  Fulk.  The 
legend  reads  (translation) : — 

"The  earl  ordered  his  company  and  retinue  to  the  assault,  and  they  struck 
vigorously.  The  count  [Rondulf]  himself  assailed  sir  Fulk,  but  at  tlie  last 
the  count  lost  his  horse,  and  his  retinue  was  for  the  most  part  killed.  Fulk 
and  his  brothers  defended  themselves  resolutely,  and,  as  sir  Fulk  defended 
himself,  sir  Berard  de  Bices  came  behind  him  and  struck  him  with  his  sword 
on  the  side,  and  believed  that  he  had  killed  him." 

Sir  Berard  de  Blees  was  neither  a  Bliss  nor  a  Blois.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  the  Norman  family  of  de  Blayc,  which  took  its  sur- 
name from  the  seaport  town  of  Blaye  on  the  Gironde  in  France. 
His  family  never  bore  the  crest  of  the  gauntlet.  (Blaye  is  modernly 
pronounced  Bly-er  and  Blay;  anciently  the  pronunciation  became 
corrupted  in  England.) 

Any  Bliss  descendant  who  has  read  the  "famous  article"  of 
Professor  Freeman  (late  of  Oxford  University)  entitled  "Pedigrees 
and  Pedigree-Makers"  [Contemporary  Revieu'  xxx,  11-41],  in  v.hich 
the  author  demolishes  some  of  the  fables  and  fictions  published  in 
that  "gorgeous  repertory  of  genealogical  mythology,"  i.  e.,  the  well- 
known  Peerage  of  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  Ulster  King-of-Arms,"  will  not 
feel  disappointed  at  now  parting  forever  with  the  titled  ancestors 
which  The  Bliss  Genealogy  of  1881  so  generously  and  ingenuously 
showered  upon  us.     Freeman  states: — 

"I  turn  over  a  peerage,  or  other  book  of  genealogy,  and  find  that,  U'liey:  a 
pedigree  professes  to  be  traced  back  to  the  times  of  n'liich  I  know  most  in  detail 
[Norman  period]  it  is  all  but  invariably  false.  As  a  rule  it  is  not  only  false,  but 
impossible  .  .  .  The  historical  circumstances,  when  any  arc  introduced, 
are  for  the  most  part  not  merely  fictions,  but  exactly  that  kind  of  fiction  which 
is,   in   its  beginning,  deliberate  and   interested   falsehood." 

Let  us  thoroughly  understand  that,  before  the  year  1640,  the 
following  ten  points  were  true: — 

{!).  No  Blisse  of  England  ever  was  knighted,  not  even  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I  [1272-1307],  when  every  owner  of  so  little  as  £20  worth  of  land  was 
compelled  to  be  knighted  because  the  king  wanted  more  of  the  fees  then  collect- 
able of  knights. 
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(2).     No  iflissc- bf  lingland  cwr  was  chosen  to  be  a  member  of  the  House 

Commons. 

(3).     No  Blissc  of  England  ever  was  named  by  the  king  to  be  a  member 

tlie  Hoiise  of  iLordk 

(4).     No   lllisse  could  liavc  borne  the  coat-of-arms  above  described. 

(5).  No  Blisse  of  England  could  have  presumed  to  a  social  station  (as 
limed  in  fih<  Bliss  Genealogy  of  ISSI),  approaching  to  that  held  by  Oliver 
omwell  and'  John  flampdcn,  two  of  the  greatest  men  in  English  history. 

(6).  No  felisse  of  England  was  a  direct  paternal  descendant  of  any  king, 
of  any  quoon,  orof  a  prince,  or  of  an  earl,  or  from  the  nobility  in  general. 

(7).  No  Blissc  died  in  or  out  of  prison  as  a  result  of  imprisonment,  or  was 
prisoned  lor  recusancy. 

(8).     No'  Bllsso  of  England  ever  bore  any  title  conferred  by  the  Crown. 

(9).     Six  filisses  had  graduated  from  an  English   university  before   1640. 

(10).     No  Blisse  of  England  had  been  the  sheriff  of  his  county  or  the  mayor 

his  borough. 

The  settlers  of  the  iSew  World  issued  forth  from  the  cottage, 
Dt  from  tlie  castle  or  the  court.     They  arose  directly  from  the 
)il,   not  ffeiii  the  money-market.     Whatever  of  material  worldly 
lorj-  attaches  to  the  surname  of  Bliss  is  American,  chiefly.     Gen- 
dering those  phantom  royal  ancestors,  aforesaid,  there  is  one  con- 
olation  for  tis  all,  as  Bliss  descendants,  and  that  is,  that  we  may 
f'ith  some  feason   believe  that  we  are  exempt  from  Sir  Thomas 
Jverbury's    Comment  on  "people  who  are  disposed    to  rest   their 
laims  to  fohslderation  on  the  merits  of  their  ancestors,"  that  they 
should  feiiiembcr  that  they  resemble  potatoes,  of  which  the  only 
aluable   portion   is   underground."     What,   then,   were  our   Blisse 
mcestors?     We  shall  portray  them  exactly  as  they  were,  fearlessly 
nd  faultiessl.yi  just  as  the  records  prove  them  to  have  been.     Enough 
aaterlal  &f  interest  concerning  them  has  been  found  in   England 

0  make  a  f-cac^able  book.     So,  therefore,  the  reader  may  find  herein 
hat — 

^'Not  rude  and  barren  are  the  winding  ways 

1  ^  iibar  Antiquity,  but  strewn  with  flowers." 

\nd  let  thfe|,rcal  Irulh  utterecl  by  Bishop  Stubbs  be  remembered: — 

"Mere  %Si\-?qiiTCy  of  descent  fs  of  course  less  significant  than  antiquity  of 
I'amous  desOOTt-;  'bu^  there  is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  very  little  real  antiquity  of 
amous  de9<^nt  ^n  "thrs  or  «ny  other  European  country." 

It  is  ifh  <o'i<5er,  -at  "this  ?noment,  that  an  explanation  be  made 
jxoneratm^  ^he  Qiiithor  of  'S^Iie  J3liss  Genealogy  of  ISSl,  J.  Homer 
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Bliss,  in  connection  wilh  the  unfortunate  Engiisli  chapter  of  tliaL 
book.  Mr.  Bliss  has  made  it  plain,  to  the  writer,  that  the  material 
composing  that  chapter  was  furnished  to  him,  for  publication,  by  a 
corrt'spondcnt  now  deceased,  who  claimed  to  have  employed  an 
English  genealogist  to  make  an  inquiry  in  England.  Appreciation 
of  Mr.  Bliss's  labors,  as  represented  in  the  voluminous  American 
part  of  his  book,  will  be  ever  fitting  so  long  as  there  remains  alive 
a  Bliss  descendant  to  read  that  book's  most  trcasurable  account 
of  the  Bliss  family  in  America,  from  1639  to  1881.  It  is  regrettable 
only  that  it  was  not  heretofore  considered  that — 

"It  is  enoiigli  to  know  that  the  primitive  aristocracy  of  New  England  was 
an  aristocracy  of  intellect  consecrated  to  duty,  and  not  of  blood;  that  lier  peer- 
age and  her  knighthood  were  honors  direct  from  the  creative  hand  of  God, 
and  not  from  the  touch  of  a  monarch." 
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The  Etymology  of  the  Word   Bliss 

Bliss  is  "a -pure  English  word,  one  that  forms  one  of  the  true 
')a;:i(.s  of  the  Knghsh  language;  its  true  origin  is  altogether  pre- 
listoric."*  With  JMurray  let  us  trace  the  word  back  for  a  thousand 
.'cars: — 

Hliss  (blis),  substantive.  Forms:  before  1100,  blids,  bliss,  blis; 
,3tli  to  17th  century,  blisse;  14th  to  16th  centur>%  blysse,  blis; 
.6th  century,  bliss;  occasionally  in  14th  to  17th  centuries,  blesse, 
)less.  [Old  English,  similar  to  Anglo-Saxon]  blids  (accusative, 
didsc),  the  feminine=the  Old  Saxon  blidsea,  blitzca,  blizza  regular 
!)honctic  descendants  of  the  Original  Teutonic  type  blipsija — formed 
m  blipi-s,  in  Gothic  blcips,  in  Old  Saxon  blitJii,  Old  English  blide, 
)lithe,  joyous,  or  the  obsolete  word  suffix — sja,  standing,  after  dentals, 
or  the  original — tja  (compare  with  the  Latin  Icctitia).  The  Gothic 
las,  instead,  the  parallel  form  bleip-ci,  the  phonetic  descendant  of 
he  Original  Teutonic  blip-in.  In  later  Old  English  (Anglo-Saxon), 
)y  assimilation  and  vowel-shortening,  blids  became  bliss,  blis,  and 
n  Middle  fc^nglish  blisse;  comparable  with  the  Old  English  viilJs, 
nills  (regular  phonetic  descendant  of  the  Original  Teutonic  mild — 
]a==mild — tja),  mildness,  clemency,  in  Middle  English  milze,  milcc, 
nilsc.  The  meaning  of  bliss  and  that  of  bless  have  mutually  influ- 
;nced  each  other  since  an  early  period;  confusion  of  spelling  is  fre- 
lucnt  from  the  time  of  Wyclif  (1350)  to  the  17th  century.  Hence 
he  gradual  tendency  to  withdraw  bliss  from  earthly  "blitheness" 
.o  the  beatitude  of  the  blessed  in  heaven,  or  that  which  is  likened  to 
t:— 

1.  Blitheness  of  aspect  towards  others,  kindness  of  manner, 
'light  of  one's  countenance,"  smile;  (only  in  Old  English).  Here  is 
^n  example  of  early  use: —  ^  , 

Before  the  year  1000  in  Metr.  Bwtli.  ii.  30:  "Hi  me  towendon  heora  bacu 
»itere  and  blisse  from." 

2.  Blitheness;  gladness;  joy,  delight,  enjoyment;  adopted  from 
lie  physical,  social,  mundane:  passing  at  length  into  bliss.  Examples 
)f  early  use: — 

Year  791,  in  Blickl.  Homilies  3,  "Maria  cende  bone  Drihten  on  blisse"; 
>efore  the  year  1000  in  Cotlon  Psalm  1.99  (Greek),  "Sale  nu  blidscme,  bilewit 
lr>hten";  about  the  year  1200,  in  Trinity  Coll.  Homilies,  115,  "Hie  weren  swo 

I     •Etymological  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language. — Sceats. 
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Llklc  b.it  liic  lie  iniglUcn  mid  woixlo  hcreljlissc  tcUcu";  aliout  1310,  in  Cursor  j\f., 
1013  (Trinity),  "Mony  obcrc  blisses  dies,  flourcs  pat  ful  swete  smclles";  about 
13<'^0,  in  W'yclif's  Sermons,  ii.  234,  "Two  blessis  ben — blessc  of  be  [tlic]  soule 
and  blissc  of  be  [the]  bodi";  about  1386,  in  Chaucer's  Man  Laics  T.,  1021, 
"this  glade  folk  to  dyncr  they  hem  sette;  in  joyc  and  blisse  at  mote  I  letc  hem 
dwcllc";  before  1450,  in  Kui^^hts  dc  la  Tour  (1S6S),  55,  "She  lost  alic  worshippe, 
richesse,  esc,  and  blysse";  in  1535,  in  Stewart's  Chronicles  of  Scotland,  iii.  2GS, 
"Tha  rouch  riUingis,  of  l)lis  that  war  full  balr";  in  1593,  in  Shakcspcre's  2  Ilea. 
VI,  I.  ii.  31,  "And  all  that  Poet's  faine  of  Blisse  and  Joy";  in  1667,  in  Milton's 
Paradise  Lost,  iv.  508,  "These  two  Imparadis't  in  one  another's  arms 
shall  enjoy  their  fill  of  bliss  on  bliss";  in  1806,  in  Wordsworth's  Ode  on  Immor- 
tality, 86,  "Behold  the  Child  among  his  new-born  blisses";  in  1841,  in  Leigii 
Hunt's  Seer  (1864),  54,  "He  does  not  sufficiently  sympathise  with  our  towns 
and  our  blisses  of  Society." 

B.  Mental,  ethereal,  spiritual;  perfect  joy  or  felicit}',  blessed- 
ness. (Early  instances  are  difficult  to  separate  from  the  preceding.) 
Examples  of  the  use  of  the  word  bliss  in  this  sense: — 

About  the  year  1175,  in  Lamb.  Homilies,  15,  "blissc  and  lissc  ic  sciide"; 
before  1300,  in  Cursor  M.,  605,  "A  land  o  lijf,  beld,  and  bli?,  be  quilk  man  clepcs 
paradis";  about  1380,  in  Wyclif's  Ser?nons,  i.  142,  "To  lyve  everc  in  blis  wiboutcn 
peyne";  in  1483,  in  Caxton  C.  dc  la  Tour,  F.  iii,  "The  grete  reamc  of  blysse  and 
glory";  in  1591,  in  Shakespere  1  IIoi.  VI,  V.  v.  64,  "The  contraric  bringcth 
blisse.  And  is  a  patterne  of  celestial  peace";  in  1597,  in  Hoo'tcer's  Eccl.  Pol.,  V. 
xxii.  13,  "To  them  whose  delight  is  in  the  law  .  .  .  that  happiness  and  bliss 
belongeth";  before  1649,  in  Drummond  of  Hawth.  Cypr.  Grove  Wks.,  31,  "O 
only  blest  and  Author  of  all  bliss";  Ibid.,  26,  "All  bless  returning  with  Lord 
of  bhss";  in  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  viii.  522,  "the  sum  of  earthly  bliss  which  I 
enjoy";  in  1747,  in  Gray's  Ode  to  Eton  College,  "Where  ignorance  is  bliss,  'Tis 
folly  to  be  wise";  in  1764,  in  Goldsmith's  Traveller,  62,  "May  gather  bliss,  to  see 
my  fellows  blest";  in  1875,  Bayard  Taylor's  Faust,  I.  xxii.  141,  "The  purest  bliss 
was  surely  then  thy  dower." 

C.  Especially.  The  perfect  joy  of  heaven;  the  beatitude  of 
departed  souls.  Hence  the  place  of  bliss,  paradise,  heaven.  Early 
examples: — 

Year  971,  in  Blickl.  Homilies,  25,  "We  mazon  .  .  .  ece  blissc  zcear- 
nian";  before  1225,  in  Juliana,  21,  "Ich  schal  bllde  bicumen  to  endelcse  blissen"; 
before  1300,  in  Cursor.  M.,  17,972,  "Fro  helle  to  paradys  bat  blis";  before 
1384,  in  Wyclif's  Sermons,  iii.  344,  "He  (the  pope)  is  not  blessid  in  his  lif,  for  blis 
fallib  [falleth]  to  the  tobir  [tother]  lyf";  in  1509,  in  Hawcs,  Examp.  Virtue,  i.  12, 
"I  wyll  .  .  .  brynge  thy  soule  to  blessc  cterne";  in  1593,  in  Shakcspere's 
3  Hen.  VI,  182,  "By  the  hope  I  have  of  heavenly  blisse";  in  1607,  in  Walking- 
ton's  Opt.  Glass,  65,  "The  soul  is  .  .  .  wrapt  up  into  an  Elysium  and 
paradise  of  bicsse";  in  1667,  in  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  i.  607,  "Far  other  once 
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)elKl(l  ill  blibs";  in  17S1,  in  Cowper's  Truth,  301,  "The  path  to  bliss  abounds 
^•ith  many  a  snare";  in  1871,  in  Morlcy's  Voltaire  (1SS6),  255,  "Any  one  who 
iccoplcd  lIiL-m  in  the  concrete  and  literal  form  prescribed  by  the  churcli,  would 
hare  infinite  bliss." 

D.  Concretely.  A  cause  of  happiness,  joy  or  delight.  Exam- 
jles: —  '  ,1  .  . 

Before  the  year  1000,  in  Ags.  Ps.  (Spclman),  x\xi.  9  (Bosw.),  "Du  eart  blis 
nin";  about  1386,  in  Chaucer's  A^oiincs  Pr.  T.,  346,  "Wominan  is  mannes  joye 
ind  al  his  blis";  in  1S50,  Tennyson's  /;;  Mcmoriam,  xcvii.  26,"  A  wither'd  violet 
(S  her  bliss." 

3.     Glory.     (This  is  an  obsolete  use.)     Translating  gloria: — 

About  the  year  1200,  in  Trinity  College  Homilies,  115,  "Quis  est  iste  rex 
i;Iorie  hwat  is  this  blisscne  king";  before  1300,  in  Cursor.  HI.,  81,000,  "the  king 
L  bliss";  in  1387,  in  Trevisa's  Iligdeii,  ii.  363,  "Hercules  is  iseide  of  hcros  that  is 
i  man,  and  of  cicos  that  is  blisse;  as  they  Hercules  were  to  menj-ge  a  blissful 
nan  but  glorious." 

4     A  bliss  of  birds;  blithe  singing,  a  "choir."      Example: — • 

About  the  year  1430,  in  Lydg.  Mi7!.  Poems,  22S,  "A  bljsse  of  bryddes  me 
jad  abyde.     For  cause  there  song  mo  then  one." 

5.  Combination  usage,  (a)  Objective,  as  bliss-giving,  bliss- 
naking;    {b)    adverbial,   as   bliss-bright.     Examples: — 

In  1010  in  Healey's  St.  Aug.  Citie  oj  God,  309,  "This  blessc-aflording  good"; 
n  1645,  in  Bishop  Hall's  Content,  103,  "The  blissc-making  vision  of  God";  in 
[839,  in  Bailey's  Feslus,  xiv.  (1843)  147,  "The  bliss  bright  stars";  in  1876,  in 
3corgc  Eliot's  Daniel  Deronda,  H.  xxvii.  184,  "The  bliss-giving  'yes.'" 

In  ancient  Shropshire,  England,  a  "bliss"  was  a  wood-cutting 
:erm,  the  boundary  line  of  an  allotment  of  timber-cutting.  Wood- 
:uttcrs  in  the  neighborhood  of  Clcobury  Mortimer  make  a  bliss  and 
n  doing  so  blaze  the  outer  bark  of  the  trees. 
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The   Isolation  of  the  Surname  of   Bliss 

Bliss  is  not  Blois,  it  never  was.  Blois  is  not  Bliss,  and  ancicntlj' 
never  was.  Bliss  is  not  Blithe,  and  never  was;  and  Blythe  never 
was  Bliss.  Bliss  and  Blaise  are  unrelated  surnames.  Blaye,  Blcaze, 
Blocs,  IMcys,  and  Bleis  are  forms  of  a  surname  that  had  nothing 
to  do  with  Bliss.  Never  has  Bliss  been  Blish.  Blush  is  the  name 
of  another  family  than  Bliss  altogether.  So  also  are  Blyster  and 
Blissett.  In  1642  a  Thomas  Blissett  of  Donnington,  Berks,  had  a 
son  Thomas,  a  cook,  who  changed  his  name  to  Blisse  [Proceedings  in 
Chancery,  Chas.  I.  B.  28,  29].  No  Bliss  of  England  has  ever  written 
his  name  Blois,  Bloys,  Blith,  Blythe,  Blyth,  or  Blaise,  Bleaze,  Blees, 
Blaye,  Bleys,  Bleis,  or  Blez.  Once  in  a  long  while  some  British 
Irccord-kccper  would  err  in  writing  the  name.  In  the  years  1632 
land  1637  one  such,  who  may  have  had  an  impediment  in  his  speech, 
wrote  the  name  as  "Blith"  and  "Blies,"  just  once;  but  he  corrected 
himself  in  the  next  Bliss  entries.  No  Bliss  who  lisped  has  been  found. 
Has  anybody  ever  known  of  a  Bliss  who  was  "tongue-tied,"  literally, 
or  linguistically?  As  a  whole  the  Blisses  have  been  characterized 
as  "rather  close"  in  speech. 

The  surname  of  Bliss  is  distinct  and  apart  from  all  other  sur- 
tiiames,  however  similar  in  spelling  or  in  pronunciation  any  of  them 
levcr  have  been  or  now  are.  For  variants  the  family  name  of  Bliss 
practically  has  none.  Bliss,  Blis,  Blisse,  Bles,  Blyss,  Blysse,  Blys — 
these  are  the  only  spellings  found  in  the  records  of  England  for  the 
last  eight  hundred  years.  The  name  in  England  was  generally 
written  "Blisse."  Bliss  is  one  of  the  few  names  that  have  almost 
no  kith  or  kin  in  the  etymology  of  family  nomenclature.  Blis- 
worth,  Blisland,  Blisbury,  and  Bliston,  topographical  names,  are 
the  only  ones  that  can  presume  to  be  arrayed  in  this  connection; 
but  these  are  older  than  the  surname  and  have  no  relation  to  it. 
T'hc  word  "blithe"  has  a  meaning  similar  to  that  of  the  word  bliss; 
but  the  Blithe  family  took  its  name  after  the  name  of  a  place  on  a 
river  of  the  same  name,  beside  which  resided  its  earliest  member 
whose  full  name  and  identity  are  given  in  Dugdale's  History  and 
Antlquilies  of  Warwickshire  (V.  ii.,  p.  1051;  V.  v.,  p.  11). 

Bliss  goes  straight  back  to  its  Saxon  origin,  alone,  unattended. 
This  fact  is  unusually  indisputable  as  surnames  go.  The  word 
bliss  is  pure  Saxon.  The  surname  of  Bliss  is  pure  Saxon.  So 
straight,  so  simple,  and  so  clear  is  its  perspective  that  it  is  singular, 
indeed,   that   the  surname  of  Bliss  should   have  been  confounded 
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heretofore  with  anything  so  racially  inimical  as  the  Norman  Blois 
(pronounced  Bhvar,  the  r  scarcely  sounded,  while  the  peasantry 
around  the  city  of  Blois  say  "Blue-a"  the  a  as  in  ale).  Words  shall 
not  be  wasted  here  upon  the  Blois  tribe.  The  pedigree  of  that  family 
has  been  published  these  many  years.  Always  as  Blois  or  Bloys 
these  descendants  in  England,  out  of  Guyenne  in  France,  have  main- 
tained their  station  among  the  gentry  in  the  East  Anglian  county 
of  Suffolk  for  nearly  eight  hundred  years,  never  recognizing  any 
Bliss  of  ours  as  kin.  Every  record  existing  in  England,  that  is 
accessible  and  essential  to  an  inquiry  into  the  history  of  the  Bliss 
family  between  the  years  1086  and  1660,  has  been  examined  with 
precision — a  work  of  years.  No  stone  has  been  left  unturned,  no  time 
thought  too  long,  no  cost  too  great.  The  writer  has  lived  in  the  towns 
where  the  Blisses  lived,  almost  as  they  lived;  he  has  perceived  how 
they  lived  amid  the  social,  political,  and  religious  changes  during 
four  hundred  years.  The  early  records  of  the  Blaise  and  Blithe 
families  also  have  been  collected,  in  order  to  make  sure  that  these 
people  did  not  become  confounded,  in  any  way,  with  the  Blisses. 
The  surname  of  Bliss  is  quite  as  old  as  that  of  Blithe,  though  Bliss 
is  not  a  territorial  surname. 

A  passage  in  the  CJironicle  o J  Robert  of  Gloucester,  a  monk,  written 
in  Old  English  (Anglo-Saxon)  between  the  years  1265  and  1297, 
will  suggest,  upon  the  student's  first  notice,  that  the  names  Bliss 
and  Blois  might  have  been  the  same: — 

"erl  stevcnc  de  Lies  wende  ek  dat  grct  poer  adde  an  hond" 

(Translation):  Stephen,  Earl  of  Blois,  to  increase  great  power  had 
an  axe.  r     .         .     s .   ■ 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  monk  did  not  attempt  to  render 
the  French  "de  Blois"  into  Old  English,  as  his  use  of  the  "de" 
before  "bles"  proves,  firstly,  because  (monks  having  been  scholarly 
if  nothing  more)  he  must  have  known  that  the  name  Blois  did  not 
mean  "bles"  (bliss)  in  Old  English.  "Blisse"  had  already  become 
the  cognomen  of  a  man  in  England  before  the  monk's  verse  was 
written.  The  use  of  the  preposition  "de"  before  the  surname  of 
Bliss,  even  in  an  earliest  form  of  Bles,  is  impossible  in  the  etymology 
of  family  names,  because  this  name,  of  itself,  never  has  been  the 
designation  of  a  locality.  In  the  patent  rolls  of  the  twenty- 
first  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III  (1347)  occurs  this  entry 
(abstract) : — 
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"Grant  by  the  King  to  James  Dydier  of  Gascony,  'vineter,'  [vintner] 
"and  his  heirs  for  ever  of  a  cottage  in  Calais  [France]  late  of  John 
"Blissekyn,  on  condition  that  he  bear  himself  faithfully  towards  the 
"King." 

Ill  aiul  before  the  said  year  of  1347  England  had  been  holding 
1  part  of  France  with  an  army  on  the  ground.  The  above  record 
mpHes  that  one  of  the  early  Blisses  of  England  had  gone  to  France 
,vith  that  English  army,  and  became  the  father  of  a  bo}'  who  was 
wrought  up  in  France  and  occupied  that  cottage  at  Calais,  and  had 
jeen  named,  after  the  Flemish  and  Brabantian  custom,  "Blissekyn." 
This  name  meant  a  son  of  Bliss.  Bardslcy,  the  authority  upon  the 
etymology  of  surnames,  explains  how  the  diminutive  -kin  came  to 
mean  "a  young  one,"  a  child.  The  name  of  Blissekyn  did  not 
continue  at  Calais,  or  in  England.  This  application  of  the  name 
bf  Bliss  is  one  bit  of  evidence  proving  that  Bliss  was  a  christian 
name,  before  it  became  a  surname,  as  will  be  more  fully  established 
in  the  fourth  chapter.  The  surnames  of  Blissctt,  Blessct,  Blisworth, 
Blcsseby,  Blessevill,  and  Blessid  were  established  as  family  names 
■separate  from  Bliss.  "Blissett"  is  a  personal  name  like  Jojce; 
but  it  also  seems  to  be  a  territorial  surname  taken  after  the  place 
of  Blibset  in  Oxfordshire,  which  place  is  mentioned  in  the  Hundred 
Rolls  of  the  year  1273;  also  the  same  rolls  for  Oxfordshire  record  a 
"Hugh  de  Blisset."  A  blisset  is  an  animal  with  a  patch  of  white 
on  the  forehead.  The  will  of  William  Marmyon  of  Keesby,  Lin- 
colnshire, dated  October,  1390,  was  witnessed  by  a  John  "Blisset." 
"Blisswcnch"  is  a  surname  from  a  nickname.  An  iMicia  Blisswench 
is  also  mentioned  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  for  Oxfordshire  in  the  year 
1273.  Lower  says:  "Blissewench  appears  to  be  nearly  synonymous 
with  Maud  Makejoy  whose  dancing  afforded  Edward,  Prince  of 
Wales,  so  much  pleasure  in  1297."  "Blessed,"  says  Lower,  "is 
probably  a  translation  of  the  Latin  Benedictus  and  thus  synonymous 
with  Bennett." 

In  the  Close  Roll  of  the  8th  of  Edw.  II  (1315)  the  king  on  March  26, 
at  Misindon,  ordered  Hcnr>'  dc  Oldyington,  the  king's  yeoman,  sent 
to  the  master  and  brethren  of  God's  house,  Dover,  to  receive  such 
maintenance  tlierein  as  Henry  Blesde,  deceased,  had  there  at  the  late 
king's  request. 

Blesde  is  the  same  name  as  Blessed;  and  the  name  also  appears 
in  a  Close  Roll  of  the  9th  of  Edw.  H  in  another  document  similar 
to  the  above,  dated  Jan.   6th,    1316,   in   which   the  same   "Henry 
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Blesdc"  is  mentioned  as  "Henry  Ic  Blessid."  "Blesby"  is  a  terri- 
torial surname  after  Blesby,  a  parish  in  Lincolnshire.  For  the  year 
1303  there  exists  a  record  in  Latin  of  one  Osbcrt  Coleman  entering 
into  a  tenement  in  Walesby  formerly  held  by  "Walterus  filius 
Wcllclmi  et  Willclmus  de  Blcseby."  An  ancient  deed  [A.  870S] 
is  that  of  a  release  by  John  Swynshcd  of  Lansthorp  to  "Thomas  de 
Blescby"  of  a  dwelling  and  four  "selions"  [short  pieces  of  land  in 
arable  ridges  of  uncertain  quantity]  of  land  in  the  south  field  of 
Aswardby,  Lincolnshire.  "Blessevill"  is  a  territorial  surname 
almost  extinct  in  England;  an  example  of  it  is  seen  in  an  ancient 
Latin  deed  [C.  2920]  of  about  1300,  wherein  "John  de  Blcssevilc" 
figures  in  a  transaction  between  Henry  Griffin  and  Gilbert  de  Birches, 
over  land  in  "Ic  Thenardescot,"  adjoining  the  highway  from  "Bur- 
mingham"  to  "Warewic."  Blisworth  is  a  surname  assumed  after 
the  parish  of  Blisworth  in  Northamptonshire,  and  meaning  a  peace- 
ful wood.  In  the  patent  rolls  of  the  year  1282  it  is  recorded  that  a 
commission  of  oyer  and  terminer  was  granted  to  Nicholas  de  Stapel- 
ton  and  Hamo  Hauteyn  on  complaint  by  Walter  de  Kancia  that 
"Richard  de  Bliseworth"  [and  others]  entered  his  house  by  night 
at  Ncuton  Harecourt,  county  Leicester,  carried  away  his  goods  and 
assaulted  his  men."  A  man  bearing  the  name  of  Blisworth  informed 
the  writer  that  his  family  gave  its  name  to  the  town  of  Blisworth 
because  his  ancestors  once  owned  that  town.  This  idea  represents 
a  fallacy  that  is  quite  common  in  England;  it  is  about  as  accurate 
as  was  the  old  woman  v.ho  upon  hearing  that  there  was  "good  news 
from  the  seat  of  war,"  queried — "What  do  'ee  mean?"  "Oh," 
said  her  informant,  "don't  you  1-mow  we  are  at  war  with  the  Boers?" 
The  woman's  reply  was,  "Aw,  be  us?  Butiful  day  vor't,  idden 
it!"  Examples  of  similar  rural  innocence  are  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion; it  was  only  recently  that  a  farmer,  when  asked  by  a  clerk  in  a 
telegraph  office  to  write  plainer  his  telegram,  which  the  clerk  had 
tried  to  read,  indignantly  replied,  "What  business  is  it  of  yours? 
They'll  read  it  all  right  at  the  other  end."  The  father  of  a  savings 
bank  depositor  (deceased)  upon  being  asked  for  a  specimen  of  his 
son's  handwriting,  sent  an  old  telegram  that  the  son  had  sent  to  him, 
as  being  "the  only  specimen  in  my  possession." 
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The   Oriiiin   and   Meaninor  of  the   Surname 

We  may  consider  now  the  origin  of  names  of  persons.  Who 
as  the  first  man  to  have  a  name,  and  what  was  his  name?  i\Ioses 
illed  him  "Adam,"  and  a  modern  writer  asserts  that  "names 
)mnicnccd  in  Eden — the  name  of  Adam  denoting  his  origin  from  the 
irtli."  So  far  as  the  purposes  of  "The  Deathless  Book"  are  con- 
•rncd  these  explanations  are  true  enough.  Hence  we  need  not  now 
ivell  upon  the  fact  that  modern  scholars,  engaged  in  scientific 
isearch  in  western  Asia,  have  fairly  proven,  among  other  things, 
lat  the  name  of  Adam  was  taken  by  Moses  from  the  earlier  Baby- 
nian  word  "Adama,"  which  meant  "the  race,"  or  that  the  name 

Eve  was  also  obtained  by  the  same  writer  from  another  earlier 
abylonian  word,  i.  e.,  "Eva,"  which  meant  "woman."  And  while 
e  are  told  that  these  facts  establish  the  pre-Biblical  existence  of 
lan  upon  this  globe,  before  any  actual  man  named  Adam  (if  Moses 
tended  this  name  to  be  more  than  figurative),  it  need  not  now 
.terest  us  in  the  present  connection.  However,  some  sort  of  a 
ame  for  each  man  and  woman  may  have  been  among  almost  the 
rst  formal  \-ocal  utterances  of  a  human  being.  The  rest,  along 
lis  line,  may  be  left  to  Darwin,  what  are  called  christian  names 
ijing  prehistoric.  Jumping  over  the  untold  centuries  we  learn  that 
le  Greeks  used  one  name,  the  Romans  often  two;  also,  that  surnames 
re  only  about  a  thousand  years  old  in  Christendom.  The  Normans 
id  adopted  family  names  before  their  invasion  of  the  isle  of  Britain, 
hese  names  were  taken  from  places,  trades,  personalities,  etc. 
hey  introduced  this  custom  into  England.  The  name  of  every 
illage  in  Normandy  is  said  to  have  been  brought  to  and  perpetuated 
.  England  by  1200  as  the  surname  of  some  Norman  family. 
Every  town,  village,  and  hamlet  in  England  hath  afforded  names 
>  families."  These  are  the  "territorial"  surnames  and  generally 
•und  prefixed  with  the  prepositions  "de"  or  "del,"  before  the  16th 
;ntury.  Other  surnames  were  suggested  to  the  mind  of  man  from 
rery  conceivable  source,  serious  or  trivial,  "from  the  highest  things 
?lestial  to  the  lowest  things  terrestrial,"  from  "Qualities  of  the 
linde"  and  "Habitudes  of  the  Bod3'," — from  animals,  nicknames, 
d  christian  names,  vocations,  nationalities,  etc.  An  authority 
lys:  "Names  were  significant  in  their  first  application  to  indi- 
iduals."  We  have  shown  how  susceptible  was  the  word  bliss  of 
personal  application.     Bliss  was  a  state  of  mind. 

There  once  was  in  a  certain  place  a  certain  man.  He  lived 
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between  the  years  1150  and  1250.  This  man  had  that  bhssful 
state  of  mind.  It  was  his  predominant  trait,  his  chief  characteristic, 
in  fact,  his  personality.  The  outward  evidences  of  that  state  were 
sufficiently  marked  to  cause  this  man  to  be  nicknamed  Bliss.  Bliss 
was  a  nickname  originally.  This  is  not  a  theory.  It  is  only  one  of 
hundreds  of  facts  as  to  the  similar  origin  of  hundreds  of  surnames 
that  were  descriptive  of  some  peculiarity,  trait,  habit,  weakness, 
ability,  feature  of  the  appearance,  gait,  manner,  attitude,  dress, 
speech  of  men.  Indeed,  Bliss  was  a  happy  nickname.  Think  of 
some  of  the  other  nicknames  that  became  family  names,  all  of  the 
following  being  actual  specimens,  some  still  surviving: — 


Lie-a-bcd 

Go-to-bcd 

Bubblcjaw 

Barebones 

Half-naked 

Toogood 

Trash 

Brimcan 

Me  teal  f 


le  Bcstc  (beast) 

le  Hogg 

Pay-body 

le  \Yo\{e 

Sly 

Barrett  (cunning) 

Gubbins  (refuse  of  fish) 

Scrape-skin 

John  of  the  Gutter 


Starkie 

Crumpe  (crooked) 

Doo-little 

Terry  (tearful  one) 

Stunt  (a  fool) 

Kcnnard  (you  dog!) 

Swectapple 

Go-and-see 


Some  of  these  unfortunates,  doubtless,  were  so  dubbed  by  their 
overlords,  their  Norman  superiors,  or  the  Saxons  and  Danish  descend- 
ants who  held  land  directly  of  the  Normans.  Likely  enough  the  first 
man  or  youth  nicknamed  Bliss  had  been  called  by  some  other  name, 
as  also  his  brothers  and  their  father,— each  known  by  a  different 
name,  like  so  many  colors  on  a  coat.  Bliss  v/as  the  name  that 
stuck  to  this  particular  son,  and  not  to  any  one  else  of  his  generation. 
We  may  now,  for  convenience,  call  him  John  Bliss  and  as  living 
circa  1200.  Some  other  name  had  not  stuck,  or  been  inherited, 
because  surnames  in  general  had  not  become  a  fixed  inheritance 
in  England  before  the  time  of  this  John  Bliss;  in  some  cases  they  did 
not  so  become  until  later.  Surnames  did  not  crystallize  and  set 
until  the  Norman  influence  had  changed  the  custom  of  the  Saxons 
and  Danes  (who,  taken  together,  are  more  properly  called  the 
English).  Considering  what  we  know  to  have  been  the  social  status 
of  this  John  Bliss,  his  surname  scarcely  could  have  been  adopted 
until  the  second  or  third  generation  of  the  Norman  period.  Prior 
to  this  Norman  influence  men  in  England  were  known  each  by  one 
christian  name  only.  These  names  were  not  new  creations,  but  old 
Saxon,  Danish,  Anglian,  or  other  christian  names  mostly — such  as: — 
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F-Rfntli 

OlT.i 

Hascljcrt 

Wiua 

Siward 

Ciuit 

Edwin 

Ramilph 

Uirid 

Cutlibcrt 

AUVcd 

Penda 

SWC;.  11 

Osbort 

Harold 

Hli^;1> 

K..Il',h 

Ulf 

Egbert 

Athclstan 

And  thr  n.inio  llliss  stuck  to  this  man  not  altogether  because 
n  pasouted  his  nature,  but  the  more  especially  that  right  at  the 
iiue  w  hen  ho  was  being  so  called  the  Norman  vogue  of  fixed  sur- 
.unts  arri\ed  in  his  village.  This  innovation  caught  the  fancy  of 
\\r  |)(('p1e;  it  became  the  fashion.  So  it  was  that  the  nickname 
f  Hliss  Ix'came  fastened  where  it  had  so  well  fitted.  The  father 
f  tliis  man,  if  he  ndo[)tcd  a  surname  at  all,  did  one  of  four  things — 
])  a  he  was  a  landlord  he  took  the  name  of  his  land  for  his  surname; 
1)  it'  lie  o\vned  no  land  he  would  have  been  called  after  his  trade, 
i/.: — 

Ir  Car|irntcr  Ic  \A'cavcr  Ic  Cartwright  le  Ccrnmonjcr 

li.-  Cook  le  W'alkcre  Ic  Tucker  le  Blakesiniih 

iv  SloiiLliiv.vr  le  Sl-.eplaud  lo  Clerk  le  Miller 

1.-  '1  iiiki  r  le  Fisher  Ic  Arrowsinltli  le  Fuller 

1.- \Vain,v:i.,ht  Ic  \\  odhvcv.'ore  le  Baker  le  Butcher 

!    . 

r  (.i)  after  the  !ocai.ioa  of  his  huine,  \r/..: — 

at  Hill  at  Wick  Ridge  way        at  Nash 

at  Water         Marsh  del  Kyrkc        Bycndebrok  (behind 

altc-  .\oI:e       by  th.e  Wodc  attc  Vcnne  tiie  brook) 

,.    iliiK.  i  llill  lu   llv.-  1  lUl  lie    ((.UjU'..;        Vial;;(.  ULNtOOil 

at  Cl'yreli       I'phr.l!  (uphill)  dc  la  Ware       Dywater 

r  (I)  assumed  hi.5  father's  christia;  name  prefixing  it  with  Wi<  own 
luirilan  name.  The  latter  v.as  the  ntost  probable,  though  it  need 
ol  In-  considered  that  he  departed  at  all  from  the  older  custom  of  a 
hri.-tiaa  n;ime  on!}',  unless  he  owned  land.  Now  the  brothers 
f  this  i'.i:-;  John.  Illiss  (if  he  had  any)  acted  ui)on  any  one,  except 
he  la.  I  of  tliLse  four  same  principles  ajjplying  to  their  father  that 
"St  suited  their  respective  personalities  or  situations  in  life.  An 
Id  :.-t  son  ai.d  heir  of  a  land.owner  v.'ould  ha\e  had  the  father's 
crritorial  sin-nanie.  A  son  wlio  by  purchase  or  marriage  acquired 
:nd  resided  upon  land  elsewhere  would  then  have  taken  th.e  name 
»f  such  land  fcir  his  surname,  prefixing  it  with  the  preposition  "de" 
•r  "del";  otherwise  he  assumed  his  father's  christian  name  as  a 
urname,  jirefixing  it  with  his  own  christian  name.  The  latter  is 
he  most  probable  as  rcgaids  a  man  of  small  means  who  was  not  a 
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landowner  or  tradesman,  if  he  departed  at  all  from  the  older  custom 
of  one  baptismal  name  only.  A  brother  of  our  first  John  13hss  would 
not  have  been  a  Bliss  at  all.  The  brother  would  have  been  governed 
by  any  one  of  the  four  alternatives  stated,  that  applied  to  his 
father,  that  best  suited  this  son's  personality  or  situation  in  life. 
An  eldest  son  and  heir  of  a  landowner  would  have  the  father's 
territorial  surname,  or  adopted  one  after  the  land  he  owned,  for 
the  want  of  such  an  inheritance.  A  son  who,  by  purchase  or 
marriage,  acquired  and  resided  upon  land  elsewhere  assumed  the  >> 
name  of  such  land  or  locality,  for  actual  example: — 

Year  1200:  "Thomas  de  Hopii  [Hoppen]  fil  Thomas  de  Wetewcde"  [Wet- 
wood]. — From  the  Cartulary  of  the  Priory  of  Nostell,  a  Latin  MS.  of  the  1 2th 
centurj-  on  exhibition  in  tlie  British  Museum. 

A  son  who  succeeded  to  the  father's  business  or  trade  succeeded, 
as  well,  to  the  father's  surname  taken  from  that  trade.  If  the  father 
had  not  adopted  this  new  fashion  the  son  would  have  done  so. 
A  son  who  inherited  neither  land  nor  vocation,  if  he  remained  in  or 
near  his  home  town,  would  have  borne  a  surname  from  any  trade 
that  he  became  settled  in,  or  simply  been  known  as  John  fil  Henry 
and  so  become  the  progenitor  of  a  Henry  family.  If  he  removed 
to  another  part  of  the  country  he  was  more  liable  to  be  nicknamed 
there  or  to  be  called  John  le  Alien  (one  of  the  two  origins  of  Allen) 
as  an  alien  even  in  his  own  country.  The  writer  has  met  with 
original  records  wherein  men  removing  from  one  county  into 
another  were  described  as  "aliens"  in  their  new  abodes;  also  an 
instance  in  a  proceeding  in  chancery  of  a  witness  in  Yorkshire  v,ho 
was  named  as  "a  foreigner  from  the  far-ofT  county  of  Somerset"; 
while  in  1908  an  aged  Englishman,  of  the  southern  part,  removed 
a  little  more  than  a  hundred  miles  northward,  but  returned  suddenly, 
and  upon  being  asked  why  he  did  not  stay  there  replied,  "Old 
England  is  good  enough  for  me,"  imagining  that  he  had  been  out  of 
England. 

We  now  have  noted  how  the  custom  of  brothers  assuming  each 
a  different  surname  destroyed  all  evidence  of  their  relationship,  so 
far  as  their  surnames  would  show.  Their  descendants  becoming 
confirmed,  each  to  the  dififerent  surname  of  his  father,  many  families 
thus  became  lost,  forever,  to  later  identity  with  each  other  of  their 
kin.  The  records  of  the  thirteenth  century  contain  hundreds  of 
instances  of  this  fact,  and  the  Bliss  family  was  no  exception  to  this 
working.     Many  surnames  soon  became  extinct  altogether  under  this 
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practice.  It  will  be  shown,  shortly,  how  very  slowly  the  BlibS  family 
developed  in  its  first  two  hundred  years.  We  need  not  now  define 
how  several  complicated  conditions  of  human  existence  afforded 
other  sorts  of  family  names.  Nor  need  we  refer  to  the  results 
issuing  from  the  condition  of  slavery,  or  bondage,  in  which  so  many 
of  the  people  of  England  were  unfortunately  enmeshed  in  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  centuries,  and  out  of  which  they  did  not  all  wholly 
emerge,  as  freemen,  until  about  the  year  1550. 

Wliere  did  this  John  Bliss  live?  He  lived  in  the  southern  mid- 
lands, near  to  the  heart  of  the  old  Mercian  kingdom.  This  section 
qf  England  comprises  what  are  now  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Buck- 
ingham, Northampton,  Warwick,  Leicester,  and  their  borders. 
To  the  eastward  lay  the  kingdom  of  East  Anglia,  the  home  of  the 
earlier  East  Angles,  embracing  the  counties  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
and  parts  of  Cambridge  and  Essex. 

And  what  was  John  Bliss's  social  station  in  life?  The  very  nature 
of  the  surname  itself  gives  some  light  on  the  question.  As  to  the 
position  in  the  social  scale  of  this  first  John  Bliss,  it  was  not  high. 
No  living  Bliss  would  hardly  fancy  it,  and,  if  much  alive,  would 
soon  work  up  out  of  it  in  a  way  that  was  not  possible  for  a  man  to 
do  in  the  thirteenth  century.  This  fact  of  such  a  status  is  proven 
by  the  evidence  tliat  Bliss  is  not  a  territorial  or  commercial  surname. 
In  all  fairness  to  the  first  man,  and  to  all  subsequent  men  who  have 
borne  the  honored  name  of  Bliss,  it  ma}-  be  trulj^  said,  (1)  that  the 
first  Bliss  owned  no  land;  (2)  that  he  owned  no  important  business; 
(3)  that  he  was  not  a  skilled  man  in  any  important  craft.  What  was 
he?  He  was  simply  a  man  who  sold  his  labor.  And  for  his  labor 
he  received  no  money;  at  the  best  it  was  merely  for  the  use  of  a 
cottage  and  a  bit  of  land  around  it  that  he  labored.  That  fact 
may  seem  singular  to  the  live  man  of  to-day;  but  in  this  connection 
be  it  remembered  that  before  the  year  1300  two  thirds  of  the  popu- 
lation of  England  were  serfs,  in  a  state  of  serfdom.  Also  it  should 
be  understood,  at  this  moment,  that  as  did  the  Romans  after  the  year 
43,  so  did  the  Saxons  in  the  sixth  century  conquer  and  place  into  a 
form  of  bondage  such  of  the  people  as  they,  in  the  little  mercy  that 
they  had,  had  spared  the  lives  of;  while  in  turn,  in  the  year  787 
and  thrice  afterwards  (lastly  in  1002)  came  the  Danes  repeating 
something  of  the  same  kind,  and  that  then,  finally,  the  descendants 
of  these  same  Saxons,  Angles,  and  Danes  were  conquered  by  the 
Normans  after  1066,  the  titles  to  their  lands  taken  from  them, 
and  they  themselves  reduced  to  the  status  of  tenants,  sub-tenants, 

.  33 


,  iiiiui!  -fin  ..(' 


■.   M  rn  '■.     :[j]:l-:/  ni  ,yyr,bnod  TO  ,•/'■;•/:.!:'  70  <:< 

'■'    ..'1    .rij  ill  f      '  '  ''iirij  :j-i  n/ 


■bim  morili/o<?. 


lO  -jUj    lU 


li.  ' 


;;.'j  <jj    ^'-1     .fi.j' i-iij;.'  orlt  no  oa  cj".'ig  lloiit  or 

[■'•ii.. /.'    .'yn\u    ■ni.iiir   'li    .[Mifi   ,ji   •pfiiil   vibiiifi   b!'!.,..'     :. 
w   r   ,j:t  :j   ,<j1     iiJ:-,:.,,   :  A\  ^/>v/   'j^'Ij  Vii'//  f^  ni  n  i.j  juo 

.  ,',i    irr  I-.  '    i'Ti ".,  ;i;r:o  '  )0  ''' rioJj  I'l  -'  >'j  3' ■fi  ■-i  ■-:>(!•' i  J  ^jifj  ■.rj 
■j/',^      .'•   ,    i.-w;,    ii;  j'.'i.:_i;L''.iJ  '!/;  OS  \::)0  .fUifit  JaiB  Oilj  'j' 

•      '  ■        '  '     ..\i  \1)  \hrif.\  on  I>-.^ 

!('(;  .-■' 


/iji    i'[  i'lj;!  I;oi|j:-' 

t-, ! 


o  -ji]}  'In  ; v--i!;i;.rri  o 


,( 


;'       '  I 


^UDO    [I'y'h     ill    -/'J:j; 


i  -      11)     ,  i 

.:;.  'J        .   .     _ 

':■  ■_..)]   .  /i!j,;:;i   .n-"  ;"'j  Ji.J^  bnj 


I 


/u;-;  ;-_,j    /:■:•'■'    ''-rii:'.;    u::'.     ::i: 

1)1    ii-i::,.;    ;;[vi,ii    M!'ii!.i    .  i:i    'jbi;    ■ji\]    ,< 

c  r.   - 


and  servants, — the  majority  of  theni,  with  the  dcscc-ndants  of  thcin, 
so  remaining:  in  a  state  of  subserviency  throughout  the  period  of 
Norman  rule  in  Hn-land. 

It  was  not  human  nature  for  a  man  to  take  or  to  receive,  particu- 
larly vshcn  surnames  were  "coming  on,"  a  name  that  represented 
him  as  being  beneath  his  station;  nor  could  he  well  have  assumed  a 
name  that  would  ha\-e  exalted  him,  apparently.  If  our  first  Bliss 
ancestor  had  been  a  man  of  better  fortune  in  life  than  we  have 
abo\-e  indicated  he  could  and  would  ha\'e  had  something  better 
than  a  nickname  to  show  for  it,  however  apt  the  nickname  might 
have  been.  And  however  pleasing  the  name  may  appear  to-day 
it  is  certain  that,  when  first  bestov/cd  and  confirmed,  it  lacked  its 
present  dignity.  Landlords  took  names  that  denoted  their  lordship 
and  dominion  over  a  manor,  village,  or  town.  Small  landowners  did 
the  same  with  reference  to  the  names  of  their  farms,  plots,  closes, 
houses,  or  the  sites  or  peculiarity  thereof.  Tradesmen  proudlj' 
assumed  the  names  of  their  calling,  and  craftsmen  the  names  of  their 
craft.  No  one  such  as  these  would  condescend  to  have  a  surname 
that  described  a  peculiarity  of  his  personality.  In  the  order  stated, 
these  vocations  show  the  order  of  social  importance  of  their  bearers 
that  was  most  arbitrarily  in  force  in  the  period  of  which  we  write. 
Thus  the  meaning  of  the  surname  of  Bliss  explains  the  status  of  its 
first  bearer,  and  we  shall  soon  prove  by  actual  records  of  the  thir- 
teenth century  that  the  foregoing  conception  is  correct.  None- 
the-less,  of  all  the  thousands  of  so-called  personal  surnames  that  of 
Bliss  is,  perhaps,  the  very  choicest,  as  we  nov.-  behold  it.  As  to  the 
singular  appropriateness  and  felicity  of  this  name,  we  are  reminded 
of  a  passage  in  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography  referring  to 
Philip  Bliss,  D.C.L.   (17S7-1S56),  Registrar  of  Oxford 'University  :— 

"the  sweetness  of  his  disposition  and   the  courtesy  of  his   manners 
were  the  delight  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact." 

As  much  may  be  said  of  the  Bliss  to  whom  this  book  is  dedicated 
and  of  many  a  living  Bliss  doubtless.  How  much  the  more  may  we 
then  belie\"e  that  our  first  Bliss  ancestor,  lowly  aa  was  his  earthly 
seat,  yet  was  one  of  the  happiest  of  men!  He  may  have  seen  and 
felt  "infinite  riches  in  little  room."  Perchance  he  might  have 
asked : — 

"Hath  not  old  custom  made  this  life  more  sweet 
Than  that  of  painted  pomp?     Are  not  these  woods 
More  free  from  peril  than  the  envious  court? 
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And  tills  our  life,  exempt  from  public  haunts, 
Finds  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks. 
Sermons  in  stones,  and  good  in  everything." 


Were  surnames   just  coming  into  use   to-day  what  a  motley 
lot  might  arise,  such  as — 

Peter  the  Grafter  Henry  of  Podunk 

John  the  Muckraker  Richard  de  la  Bowery 

James  the  Lobbyist  Thomas  Tight-wad 

Another  point:  Bliss  was  not  an  early  adoption  among  sur- 
names. The  leaders  in  the  movement  for  the  introduction  of 
surnames  were  the  people  in  power.  The  great  landowners,  the 
families  of  the  military  men,  to  whom  William  I  had  given,  as  the 
spoils  of  war  and  for  a  continuance  of  fealty  to  him,  the  large 
possessions  confiscated  from  the  English,  preserved  their  Conti- 
nental territorial  names.  The  lesser  men  of  Norman  extraction, 
who  came  over  the  channel  in  quilted  frocks  with  the  dark  wooden 
bow  of  foot-soldiers,  bearing  such  names  as  "Guillaume  Ic  Char- 
retler,"  "Hugues  le  Tallleur,"  "Guillaume  le  Tambour,"  etc.,  often 
willingly  assumed  the  names  of  whatever  real  estate  they  were 
allowed  to  lay  hands  on  and  with  pride  therein.  The  despoiled 
English  owners  and  tenants  continuing  as  subjects,  often  on  the  very 
estates  that  they,  or  their  fathers,  formerly  had  held,  pleased  their 
superiors  by  adorning  themselves  with  whatever  of  plumage  they 
could  marshal,  after  the  Norman  fashion,  in  the  way  of  nomen- 
clature. 

The  district  in  which  our  first  Bliss  ancestors  lived  was  a  region 
that  held  out  against  the  Normans,  for  some  years,  before  succumb- 
ing to  superior  force.  This  fact,  together  with  the  smallness  of  the 
villages,  the  isolation  of  the  little  settlements,  the  difficulties  of 
travel,  the  lack  of  education  in  small  places,  and  the  native  sim- 
plicity and  position  of  the  first  man  Bliss  compels  the  placing  of 
the  date  of  the  origin  of  our  surname  after,  rather  than  before, 
the  year  1200.  We  must  thus  allow  sufficient  time  for  the  decease 
of  those  whose  hatred  of  everything  Norman  must  have  been  engen- 
dered by  their  losses;  and  also  to  give  time  for  the  birth  and  growth 
of  another  generation  or  two  under  the  blessings  that  the  superior 
intelligence  and  advancement  of  the  leading  Normans  eventually 
yielded  in  England. 
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The  Race  from  WHiich   Sprang  the  First   Blissc 

The  next  great  consideration  is  that  of  the  race  to  which  belonged 
tlie  first  Dliss  who  lived  in  the  thirteenth  century.  His  race  was  the 
Teutonic.  There  can  be  no  question  as  to  that.  The  blood  we  will 
consider  as  that  of  one  of  the  nations  comprised  within  the  Teutonic 
race.  Saxon,  Angle,  Jute,  and  Dane — these  four  were  Teutonic; 
al>o  the  Norwegians  were  Teutonic.  The  Angles  were  closely 
allied  to  the  Saxons  on  the  Continent.  We  dismiss  the  Norman 
altogether.  The  status  of  the  first  Bliss  and  of  his  immediate 
descendants,  his  name  itself,  the  date  and  the  place  of  its  origin, 
show  that  he  was  of  the  conquered,  not  from  the  conquering  Normans. 
Laying  aside  as  too  lengthy  a  subject  for  our  present  consideration 
the  modern  assertion  of  a  French  author,  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  race,  that  it  is  a  modern  invention,  a  dream  of  idle  minds,  that  the 
very  word  "race"  did  not  exist  until  the  seventeenth  century,  that 
the  differences  so  long  existing  between  the  various  human  species 
are  the  result  of  climate,  environment,  etc.,  that  every  one  of  the 
so-called  racial  stocks  is  in  an  intricate  blend,  a  hopeless  cross- 
b:\(.d,  and  that  all  arc  alike  without  a  "pure  blood"  on  the  earth, — 
we  can  surely  believe  that  the  Teutonic  people  of  northern  Europe 
de-cended  from  the  Aryan  people  of  central  Asia.  As  to  the  blood, 
the  great  majority  of  the  population  of  England  is  understood  to 
have  been  of  Saxon  blood  up  to  the  invasion  of  the  Norm.ans.  The 
Saxons  had  long  mastered  the  most  of  England  before  the  Danes 
intervened.  The  Danes  settled  in  England  during  two  periods, 
around  870  and  then  from  9S0  to  1016.  In  870  it  was  a  Danish 
army  that  arrived  and  busied  itself  for  many  years  fighting  the 
Saxons.  The  Danish  blood  is  understood  to  have  become  amal- 
gamated with  that  of  the  Angles  in  that  eastern  part  of  England 
called  East  Anglia,  not  far  from  the  southwestern  borders  of  which 
the  Bliss  family  first  appears  in  English  history.  This  locality 
suggests  a  possibility  of  the  Blisses,  prior  to  the  origin  of  their  name, 
having  been  of  Danish  or  Anglian  blood.  Naturally  we  are  preju- 
diced against  the  Danes  because  of  their  characteristics  and  their 
paganism.  Who  and  what  were  the  Danes?  Briefly,  they  were 
"the  Northmen"  of  ancient  Denmark.  They  are  described  in  the 
old  chronicles  as  tall,  well-built  men,  of  fierceness  in  war  and  hardi- 
hood upon  the  sea,  of  bright  rather  than  fair  complexion,  reddish 
rather  than  yellow  hair,  and  of  dull  grayish  rather  than  clear  blue 
eyts.     For  a  thousand  years  after  Christ  they  held  to  the  old  religion 
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of  northern  Europe,  regarding  Christians  as  efTcminatc  in  mind  and 
body.  They  had  Httlc  respect  for  "a  God  that  would  not  fight." 
Their  noblest  belief  was  to  die  by  the  sword  or  at  sea.  An  historian 
calls  them  "heathen  pirates."  Grant  Allen  says  that  the  Danes 
completely  undid  the  work  of  the  civilized  Romans  in  England 
and  "threw  back  the  north  into  primitive  barbarism  and  perhaps 
established  the  political  and  social  supremacy  of  the  south  of  England 
for  nearly  ten  centuries."  The  south  was  under  a  Saxon  government. 
Alfred  the  Great  ("the  purest,  grandest,  most  heroic  soul  that  ever 
sprang  from  our  race")  could  not  drive  the  Danes  out;  but  the  coming 
of  the  Normans  soon  ended  the  power  of  the  dreaded  Dane  and 
gave  England  the  chance  to  advance,  which  it  has  continued  to  do 
up  to  the  present  generation.  And  since  that  Norman  victory, 
in  the  year  1066,  no  successful  warrior  has  set  hostile  foot  upon  the 
Isle  of  Britain,  and  no  nation,  excepting  the  American  and  that  of 
Joan  of  Arc,  has  wholly  defeated  its  people  in  a  war. 

It  is  evidence  against  the  Bliss  blood  having  been  Danish  that 
the  Danish  language  was  somewhat  difTerent  from  the  Saxon;  and 
it  is  clear  that  bliss  is  a  Saxon  word;  also  that  the  Danes  vrhile 
eventually  accepting  Christianity,  had  applied  their  language  where 
they  had  the  power  to  remain  as  masters.  They  renamed  hundreds 
of  places,  etc.,  and  these  places  still  bear  their  Danish  names.  Be- 
tween the  last  of  the  Danish  invasions,  1016,  and  the  originating 
of  the  surname  of  Bliss,  circa  1200,  about  two  hundred  years 
elapsed.  This  would  allow  for  some  admixture  of  the  blood  of 
Saxon  and  Danish  stocks.  Thus,  while  we  cannot  prove  that  the 
blood  was  purely  all  Saxon,  it  has  been  made  plain  that  the 
family  name  was  Saxon.     VVe  can  only  hold  fast  to  that. 

And  who  and  what  were  the  Saxons?  Everybody  is  supposed 
to  know  that.  Perhaps  few  Blisses  have  stopped  in  their  daily 
tasks,  of  late,  to  again  look  back  at  the  Saxons.  Now  that  it  may 
be  properly  a.ssumed,  at  least,  that  every  Bliss  descendant  is  more 
fully  Saxon  than  many  of  his  neighbors,  a  brief  word  upon  the 
Saxon  may  not  be  amiss,  particularly  as  this  race,  or  blood,  has 
dominated  the  world  for  the  past  century,  controls  one  third  of 
the  earth's  people  and  directly,  or  indirectly,  owns  one  fourth  of 
all  the  land  on  the  globe,  to  say  nothing  of  actually  ruling  the  seas. 

The  Saxons,  wrote  Tacitus,  "are  the  finest  of  all  the  German 
tribes,  and  strive  more  than  the  rest  to  found  their  greatness  upon 
equality,"  .  .  .  "a  passionless,  firm  and  quiet  people,  they 
live  a  solitary  life,  and  do  not  stir  up  wars  nor  harass  the  country 
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by  plunder  and  ihcft."  Another  \,  -Itcs  niodernly:  "They  were  an 
agiiculliiral  people  of  the  peasant  c  "ss,  independent  farmers  who 
acknowledged  no  chief,  no  king,  and  were  governed  by  the 
Witenageniot,  or  the  Meeting  of  the  Wise  Men.  They  came 
to  England  from  Northwestern  Germany  because  they  wanted 
lan<I.  They  were  landowners  with  equal  rights."  In  the  fifth  and 
sixth  centuries  the  Saxon  entered  Britain  as  a  conquerer  and  to 
remain.  He  swept  everything  before  him.  The  Celtic  tribes  and 
the  savage  Picts  and  Scots,  who  had  been  preying  upon  the  Celts 
since  the  return  of  the  Roman  army  to  Rome  in  401,  were  no 
match  for  him.  The  Saxons  wiped  out  everything  Celtic  and 
e\"crything  Roman — people,  language,  customs,  and  ideas  perishing; 
only  a  few  Roman  place-names  sun,'ived.  A  renmant  of  the  Celts 
escaped  to  what  is  now  Wales,  and  the  modern  Welsh  are  their 
descendants.  "A  more  fearful  blow  never  fell  upon  any  nation 
than  the  landing  of  the  Angles  and  Saxons  was  to  the  Celts  of 
Britain."  Of  course,  six  hundred  years  after  Christ,  these  Saxons 
had  not  embraced  Christianitj-. 

George  Blisse  and  the  two  Thomas  Blisses,  emigrants  to  America 
(irca  1638,  could  only  have  had  possibly  in  their  veins,  besides 
Saxon  blood,  something  of  Danish,  Norman,  or  a  bit  of  Dutch  or 
Flemish.  The  last  two  are  very  unlikely  additions;  the  first  two 
are  possible  as  coming  through  marriages  made  by  Blisses.  Bliss 
as  Bliss  remained  till  their  time,  as  did  the  surname,  substantially 
Saxon.  The  marriages  made  since  then  in  America  will  tell  the 
story  up  to  the  here-and-now.  This  narration  now  has  come  to 
the  important  point  of  the  existing  legal  evidence  of  the  full  names, 
occupations,  places  of  residence,  etc.,  of  the  actual  persons  sur- 
namcd  Blisse  who  lived  in  the  thirteenth  century. 
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The  First  Blissc  of  Record  in  Human  History 

Six  times  since  1095  had  Christian  Europe  sent  its  armies  to 
'■est  tlic  "Holy  Land"  from  tlie  Saracens,  and  six  times  had  it 
ilcd.  In  tlie  year  1270  Prince  Edward  of  England,  the  son  of 
jury  III,  with  a  small  arm)'  of  English  knights  and  their  attcnd- 
its  joined  in  the  "Seventh  Crusade,"  under  Louis  IX  of  France; 
;it  the  English  prince  did  nothing  except  to  massacre  the  dcfense- 
is  inhabitants  of  Nazareth. 

"All  tlic  roads  which  lead  to  the  Holy  City  are  deluged  with  blood  and 
;scnt  nothing  but  the  scattered  spoils  and  wrecks  of  empire." 

The   shrines   of   the   birth   of   Christianity   still    remain    in    the 

study    of    the    INIoslem.     Perhaps    they    so    remain    as    hostages 

ently  proclaiming  to  Christendom  that  the  so-called  "heathen" 

ivc   rights   and    religions   which   Christians   should    be   bound    to 

spcct.     And  through  all  these  nineteen  centuries  the  Mussulman 

IS  preserved,  almost  inviolate,  those  same  shrines  of  Christianity; 

liile  to-day,  at  his  behest,  the  Christian  tourist  pays  the  shilling . 

t   enter  the  sacred  inclosures  and    the  Moslem,   alone,   bares  his 

\A   when   he  enters   the  same   inclosures.      The   Christian,   alone, 

[ires  his  head. 

It  will  never  be  known  whether  any  Bliss  was  summoned,  by 
I-  manorial  lord,  to  attend  him  on  any  of  the  seven  crusades;  but 
tf  absence  of  Prince  Edward  in  1270  gave  rise  to  a  certain  event, 
i  England,  which  now  enables  us  to  peep  right  into  the  cottages 
I  two  John  Blisses,  who  were  certainly  at  home  in  the  years  1272 
lid  1273.  This  event  was  an  official  inquiry  ordered  by  Edward 
Ion  his  return  from  Palestine,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Henry 
H.  He  had  returned  from  his  ill-starred  adventure  with  the 
sains  of  the  blood  of  the  inoffensive  Nazarene  women  and  children 
Don  his  weapons,  only  to  find  that  his  own  house  needed  putting 
i  order.  The  nature  of  this  inquiry  was  to  ascertain  the  exact 
Eatc  of  the  royal  demesnes  and  of  the  rights  and  revenues  of  the 
trown,  many  of  which,  during  the  previous  turbulent  reign,  had 
I'cn  usurped  by  the  clergy  and  laity.  A  jury  was  summoned  in 
Lch  hundred  of  the  realm  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  report  thereun 
lidcr  oath.  [A  "hundred"  is  one  of  the  several  divisions  of  a 
t>unty,  the  same  as  a  ward  is  a  division  of  a  city.]  The  fundamental 
Hie  to  land  was  vested  in  the  king;  much  land  was  held  in  capita 
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(of  the  king)  by  fealty  only.  Vast  tracts  were  held  direct  of  the 
Crown  on  a  system  of  rental  for  allegiance,  money,  or  both.  This 
great  sweeping  inquiry  all  over  England  into  the  minute  particu- 
lars of  the  tenure  of  land,  and  the  specification  of  the  vcr>-  names 
of  the  baronial  holders,  of  the  lords  of  the  manors,  and  of  the 
actual  tillers  of  the  soil,  reveals  the  names  of  but  two  Blisses.  This 
proves  what  has  been  hereinbefore  observ'ed,  i.  e.,  that  the  family 
developed  slowly,  being  very  small  in  the  numbers  of  its  members 
in  1272.  In  fact,  it  had  just  about  perpetuated  itself  and  no  more, 
in  its  first  few  generations  since  acquiring  a  surname.  It  is  doubtful 
if  there  were,  in  1272,  more  than  about  a  dozen  Blisses  alive,  men, 
women,  and  children  together.  Here  is  what  the  juries  say  in  this 
aforesaid  great  inquiry  for  the  hundred  of  Bunstone  in  the  comity 
of  Buckingham  and  the  hundred  of  Northstowe  in  Cambridgeshire: — 

(Translations  from  the  Contracted  Latin.) 

County  of  Buckingham,  [Bunstone  Hundred]  [Parish  of]  Tyringham.  with 
Filgrave.  John  Blisse  [and  twenty  others]  each  of  them  holds  6  acres  and 
one  rood,  and  the  service  of  each  of  them  is  wortli  yearly  in  all  services  and 
aids  5  shillings,  and  they  pay  redemption  of  blood. 

County  Cambridge,  [Hundred  of  North  Stowe]  [Town  of  VVaterbeche]. 
John  Blisse  holds  one  messuage  and  pays  yearly-  3  shillings  3  pence  [widi 
GeofTrey  the  merchant  and  Ralph  the  merchant]  and  that  messuage  contains 
3  roods  of  land.  '     ' 

These  two  brief  paragraphs  are  a  revelation;  they  reveal  the 
social  position  of  the  two  John  Blisses.  Through  these  few  words 
alone  the  understanding  mind  penetrates  the  mists  of  antiquity  and 
perceives,  practically,  the  whole  story  of  the  lives  of  each  of  these 
two  men.     The  cottage,  low,  thatched,  and  small — 

"The  little  smiling  cottage!  where  at  eve 
-~-  He  met  his  rosy  children  at  the  door, 

Prattling  their  welcomes,  and  his  honest  wife," 

the  meagre  acres  of  rented  ground,  the  long  day  of  toil  in  the 
fields,  the  cow  or  two,  with  some  poultry,  the  humble,  hardy  vil- 
lagers, the  subservience  in  all  things  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  who 
(in  a  way)  owned  the  land,  and  to  whom  John  Blisse  had  sworn 
fealty  and  obedience  for  all  of  his  mortal  days;  the  narrow,  simple, 
uneventful  life  of  the  hamlet  of  a  score  or  so  of  cottages,  clustered 
close  together  as  if  in  pathetic  sympathy  over  their  very  isolation 
and  at  the  arbitrariness  of  a  world  that  knew  them  not,  a  world  that 
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;arcd  for  thcin  onlj-  when  it  taxed  or  needed  them, — this  and  much 
norc  is  plainly  read  in  the  first  item  above  quoted.  There  is  no 
ithcr  interpretation  of  the  record.  This  picture  is  perfect.  Simple 
hough  John  Blisse  was,  we  accord  him  the  honor  of  the  poet's 
>raisc: —  ■■    '<■' 

"Whose  armour  is  his  honest,  thought  '■ 

And  simple  truth  his  utmost  skill." 

And  here  we  will  show,  for  that  same  year  of  1272,  the  record 

f  all  the  tenants  of  the  same  manor  of  Tyringham,  thus  giving  a 

•erfect  representation  of  the  feudal  system  of  land  tenure.     The 

ccord  shows  (1)   that  the  title  to  all  the  land  in  Tyringham  was 

cslcd  in  the  king  [Edward  I]  by  right  of  the  conquest  of  England 

y  William  I  in   1066;  (2)  that  king  Edward  I  allowed  Roger  de 

onicry    (a    "noble"    Norman   descendant)    to   hold    the   land    for 

ractically  fealty  only;  (3)  that  Roger  de  Tyringham  was  the  actual 

Dsidcnt  lord  of  the  manor  by  virtue  of  an  agreement  made  by  him 

•ith  Roger  de  Somcry,   to  whom  he  paid  6s.  Sd.  yearly  for  the 

ame,  a:ul  a  further  sum  annually  (scutagc)   to  be  relieved  from 

■lilitary  duty  at  the  summons  of  "the  man  higher  up" — the  non- 

;sidcnt  Roger  de  Soniery;  the  latter,  likewise,  let  out  other  manors 

lat  he  held  of  the  king,  by  the  king's  favor;  (4)  that  there  were 

X  tenants  who  ranked  above  Jqlin  Blisse  in   the  value  of  their 

llotments;  (5)  that  there  were  twenty  other  men  whose  positions 

■ere  exactly  the  same  as  John  Blisse's;  (6)  that  ten  tenants  held 

iferior   positions,   and,    paying   nothing   for  redemption   of   blood, 

heir  sons  were  bondsmen  (a  species  of  slaves)  to  the  lord  of  the 

anor,  while  beneath  all  these  were  such  mere  laborers  (slaves), 

aiding  nothing,  as  these  sub-tenants  may  have  required  to  work 

r  them;   (7)   and  that  John  de  Tyringham,   lord   of  the  manor, 

aped  a  gross  income  (on  the  face  of  the  record)  from  his  tenants 

179s.   Sd.   annually,   on   land   for  which   he   paid   only   6s.   8d., 

lOugh  he  had  to  keep  the  cottages  in  a  habitable  condition,  while 

addition   to  this  income  he  had   the  product  of  the   120  acres 

hich  he  retained  for  his  own  use,  to  which  he  summoned  the  tenants 

id  his  bondsmen  to  do  his  work  thereon.     Such  was  the  burden 

at  was  upon  the  actual  tillers  of  the  soil.     A  lesser  burden  was 

^'pon  thousands  who  fled  from  it  to  America  in  the  17th  century. 

bmething  of  a  burden  in  the  way  of  a  lack  of  opportunity  is  yet 

loon  the  small  farmer  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  from  it  many 

len  still  go  yearly  to  purchase  land  in  central  and  western  North 
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America,  and  almost  anywhere  else  on  the  tliird  planet.  It  is  the 
burden  of  the  system  of  landlordism — "the  land  monopoly." 
There  in  Tyringhain,  by  present  reckoning,  Roger  de  Tyringham's 
rent-roll  alone  was  over  £200  annually,  a  large  sum  in   1272. 

(Facsimile   of   the    Hundred    Roll   of    1272   for  Tjringham,  naming  Jol 
Blissc  as  the  first  name  in  the  ninth  line.) 
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Hundred  Roll,  1272  (translation  from  the  Latin):  Tyrengham  with  PhUcgrave. 
Roger  son  of  John  de  Tyringham  holds  all  the  manor  of  Tyringham  entire  with 
the  advowsoij  of  the  church  in  chief  from  Roger  de  Somcry,  and  has  there  a 
water  mill  and  free  fishery,  and  renders  to  the  said  Roger  yearly  6s.  Sd.,  and 
gives  him  scutage  when  it  runs.  [Scutage  ■was  money  to  be  freed  from  mili- 
tary service.]  And  the  said  Roger  de  Somery  holds  in  chief  [direct]  of  the  lord 
the  King,  and  it  is  of  the  Honour  [a  groat  baronial  estate]  of  Newport  Paynel. 
And  the  said  Roger  son  of  John  has  there  in  demesne  350  acres  of  land,  whereof 
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130  ivcres  nrc  in  villeinage  [rented  to  villeins].  Of  tlicsc  [acres]  Maud  (who  was 
mic  of  Mcnry  the  Reeve),  Luke  the  Reeve,  Ahce  Walraund,  "Edcciis"  (v.ho 
was  wife  of  Henrj'  Marmyiin),  WiUiam  Algod,  and  Ralph  Frcsvile,  each  of 
them  hold  12y^  acres,  and  the  service  of  each  of  them  is  worth  yearly  in  all 
services  and  aids  10s.,  and  they  gl\'e  redemption  of  blood. 

IIu;4h  Ic  Friend,  Richard  Kyn,  John  Kyn,  GyiTard  Reynold,  John  son  of 
William  le  Paunier,  John  Ofan,  Hugh  le  R.ivenstonc,  William  Marmium,  John 
Blisse,  William  at  Water,  Stephen  Maynard,  Richard  Aylwy,  John  Carter,  W^il- 
liam  at  Hill,  Julian  (v.ho  was  wife  of  Reynold  Ernald,  "Bacheler"),  Agnes  at 
Hill,  Simon  de  Yickcl,  Nigel  Marmyun,  William  Agar,  William  son  of  Hugh,  and 
William  le  Paumer,  each  of  them  holds  6  acres  and  one  rood,  and  the  service 
of  each  of  them  is  worth  yearly  in  all  service  and  aids  5s.,  and  they  pay 
redemption  of  blood. 

The  church  is  endowed  with  10^:f  acres  of  land.  Free  tenants:  GyfTard 
Brctun  holds  6J4  acres  freely  and  pays  yearly  to  the  said  Roger  2s.  8d. 

Barnabas  son  of  Hugh  de  Kynebell,  \2J/2  acres,  and  pays  3s. 

Hugh  Carter,  tj^i  acres,  and  pays  4s. 

John  de  Kynbell,  9^  acres,  and  pays  6s.  Sd. 

Rej'nold  de  Mydclton,  6X  acres,  and  pays  4s.  4d. 

Agnes  Hamundcys,         1  messuage  and  3  acres,  and  pays  15d. 

Elias  the  sergeant,  SJ-'a  acres,  and  pays  is. 

John  son  of  John  the  Clerk,  6^^  acres,  and  pays  2s. 

William  de  Eltisdun,  12^  acres,  and  1  lb.  of  cummin  [caraway] 

[The  rest  of  the  entrj-  relates  to  Filegrave,  wliich.  was  William.  P.olai'd's, 
and  he  holds  it  of  the  Abbot  of  Lavendon,  etc.] 

Tyringham  is  close  to  the  river  Ousc,  and  some  forty-five  miles 
down  the  ri\'er  between  the  Ousc  and  the  Cam  Hes  Waterbeach. 
The  John  BHsse  of  Waterbeach  did  not  rent  any  land  for  farming 
purposes.  His  position  was  inferior  to  that  of  his  Tyringham 
namesake.  He  was  probably  engaged  in  trade  there  or  sold  his 
labor.  It  is  judged  that  he  had  gone  down  the  river  from  Bucking- 
hamshire; nu  Blisses  are  found  at  Waterbeach  at  any  time  after- 
wards. This  man  is  in  the  position  to  be  considered  as  a  son  of 
John  Blisse  of  Tyringham. 

John  Blisse  oj  Tyringham  is  in  the  exact  time  and  place  to  have 
brcn  the  son,  or  the  grandson,  oj  the  first  man  -who  was  nicknajned 
Blisse,  and  who  thus  became,  as  aforesaid,  the  first  bearer  of  the  sur- 
name of  Blisse  and  the  founder  of  the  Blisse  family  o?i  the  third 
planet.  John  Blisse  of  Tyringham  is  now  a  man  more  marked  than 
ever  he  was  in  his  own  time  or  within  his  own  ken.  He  is  the 
known  patriarch  of  our  family.     If  any  spirit  of  him  has  cognizance 
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of  llic  cour-c  of  his  own  blood  thci;c  centuries  since,  tliat  sjMiit, 
whatever  was  it>  earthly  travail,  now  knows  thai  it  was  not  crcat<:"J 
in  the  man  in  vain.  Whatever  exists  of  the  spirit  of  John  Dlisse 
of  Tyrin.yham  is  now  on  an  equality  with  tliat  of  every  other  man 
of  his  time.  He  is  more  to  lis  now  than  any  other  man  in  the 
world  of  his  generation.  Tiiis  record  of  the  Hundred  Rolls  of 
1272-3  is  the  earliest  record  extant  of  the  surname  of  Bliss.  In 
all  probability  it  is  the  first  national  record  ever  made  of  any 
Bliss.  No  earlier  record  will  ever  be  found.  The  earlier  pipe 
rolls,  charters,  close  rolls,  chronicles,  fines,  etc.,  and  the  Domesday 
Book  are  all  without  the  name  of  Bliss.  Here  we  are,  therefore, 
at  the  very  gate  of  entrance  of  our  family,  as  a  family,  into  the 
arena  of  the  activities  of  this  world!  Here  we  see  its  cradle,  the 
shrine  of  its  nativity;  and  the  mold  in  which  the  name  was  cast 
was  nearly  as  humble  as  "the  manger  of  Bethlehem."  John  Blissc 
of  Tyringham,  as  nature  goes,  should  have  seen,  spoken  with,  and 
remembered  his  father,  or  grandfather,  the  man  to  vdiom  the  nick- 
name of  Bliss  first  stuck.  This  also  gives  us  three  logical  issues: 
(1)  tliat  the  social  position  of  the  first  BliiS  was  s-milar  to  that  cf 
John  Blisse  of  Tyringham;  (2)  that  the  cccupations  of  ihoec  two 
men  weie  akin,  both  small  farmers  on  rented  land,  l.>oth  fbject 
to  the  v.ill  and  pleasure  of  the  lord  cf  th>^  n/ianor,  both  enjoying 
but  a  faint  semblance  of  a  political  exi.stence;  (3)  that  the  places 
of  residence  of  both  men  were  near  together  if  not  aciuaUy  in  the 
saviie  village  or  lilerally  under  the  same  roof. 

The  time  of  the  origin  of  th.e  surname  of  Bliss  {circa  1200)  'ups 
already  been  seen.  Now  the  region  of  that  origin  is  manifest  from 
the  Hundred  Rolls.  Fairly  and  reasonably  it  may  be  said  that 
the  surname  of  Bliss  originated  almost  in  the  heart  of  th.e  old  ki;ig- 
doni  of  Mercia,  around  ttie  narrow  northern  apex  of  the  slilre  of 
Buckingh.ani,  where  the  counties  of  Ncrlhamp^Dn  (in  which  we 
shall  yet  tarry  long  o'er  the  Bliss  record.s)  and  Bedford  conK-  do.-:- 
together,  and  betv\een  the  boroughs  of  Bedford  and  N'orthamptcn; 
about  a  dozen  miles  from  each.  Here  the  name  of  Biis.;  was  born, 
and  here  too  thousands  who  have  borne  it.  Here,  rouiidaljor.t,  the 
name  and  blood  of  Bliss  have  continued  for  seven  hundred  years. 
Here,  near-by,  Blisses  live  to-day. 

■  'T  -         "Here  they  have  lued  for  a  thousand  years, 

And  a  tliousand  years  they'll  bide." 

And  from  hereabouts  "the  ancient  seed  on  j-C'Unger  soil  let  fall'' 
became  transplanted  in  America. 
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'Flic  Slati!S  of  John  Blisse  of  Tyringhani,  1272 

The  Saxon  made  Alercia  (the  r\IIdlands)  about  the  year  600;  the 
])m\<-  toun  it  from  him  a  few  centinies  kiter;  then  the  Norman 
dcpo>ed  the  Dane  in  the  eleventh  century.  The  BHss  name  is  Saxon ; 
the  BHss  blood  was  Saxon,  or  possibly  perhaps,  mixed  with  Danish; 
and  the  Blisses  of  the  thirteenth  century  were  villeins,  as  the  Hundred 
Rolls  prove.  Tlie  attention  of  the  reader  is  particularly  in\-ited 
1(1  an  explanation  of  this  most  important  word  "villein,"  more 
modernly  written  "villain";  also  three  explanations:  (1)  of  how 
John  Blisse  of  Tyringham,  1272,  held  "6  acres  and  1  rood";  (2) 
the  meaning  of  the  words  "service,"  "aids";  (3)  especially  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  words  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  "redemption  of  blood." 
To  assist  in  making  these  valuable  points  not  only  clear  but  inter- 
esting as  well  to  the  reader  let  us  note,  briefly,  the  organization 
of  society  in  the  thirteenth  century — the  classes  of  the  arbitrary 
caste-system  that  the  absolute  monarchy  had  established  in  England, 
and  which  caste-system  seems  to  be  the  inevitable  accom-panimeni,, 
the  cherished  notion,  of  monarcliits  anj'way,  though  there  is  nothing 
in  the  New  Testament  to  support  such  an  idea,  or,  as  well,  that 
absurdity,  "the  divine  right  of  kings." 

Villein  (sometimes  ■i;iUai}!),  pronounced  vH'aa,  meant  io  f<nidal 
days  in  England  a  farm-servant,  serf,  peasant;  the  Latin  villu  meant 
a  farm.  The  Century  Dictionary  describes  a  villein  rather  unfileas- 
pntly,  considering  that  the  villeins  formed   the  great  majorily  of 


r  England  before  the  fifteenth  centurv:- 


"  Villein,  a  incr.Lbct  of  .  .  .  a  class  of  unfrce  persons  (.luring  the  prcva- 
lentt?  of  the  feudal  system;  a  feudal  serf.  In  respect  to  tlieir  lord;  .  .  . 
ttic  villains  bad  no  rl-Iits,  eiccept  that  tlic  led  niiglit  not  kill  or  niaii.i  thcwi, 
or  i'.ttack  the  females;  they  could  acquite  or  '-old  no  property  ayainsi  th.'ir  lord's 
vill;  tiiey  ivcre  obliged  to  perform  all  tho  menial  services  he  demanded;  and 
ilic  cottages  and  plots  of  land  tlicy  occupied  were  he'd  merely  at  his  \ri!I.  In 
rei;icct,  ho\vc\er,  of  otiier  p^Tsons  besides  their  lord  they  had  the  rights  and 
pri\ilcges  of  freemen.  .  .  .  They  were  in  view  of  the  law  annexed  to  the 
^<~lil  (adscripil  or  adscriplilii  gk'b(v),  belonging  to  a  manor  as  fi.xt.ires,  passing 
v.iili  h  v.hcn  it  was  con\eyed  or  inherited,  and  they  could  not  he  sold  or  {rans- 
fcrrcd  as  persons  separate  from  the  land. 

"'F///a/w?by  my  blood, 

I  am  as  free-born  as  your  Venice  duke!'" 

Maine's  Early  Lain  and  Cnslom,  p.  305,  states: — 
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"The  viUciiis  owe  to  die  lord  all  sorts  of  dues  and  services,  poibOiial  labour, 
anioiu:'  others,  on  the  lands  which  form  liis  domain;  iJiey  niay  not  leave  the 
Manor  without  his  permission;  no  one  of  ihcm  can  succeed  to  tlic  laud  of  anotiier 
without  his  assent;  and  the  legal  theory  even  is  that  the  movable  ]noi)eny  nf 
the  t  .'■//'.•/.'/  i)elonj;3  to  the  lord.  Yet  it  may  confidently  be  laid  down  tiiat.  in  llie 
li^lit  of  modern  research,  none  of  these  disadvantages  prove  a.u  absolutely 
servile  status,  and  iliat  all  may  be  explained  wilhout  reference  to  ii." 

Freeman's  Noniui/i  Conquest,  v.  320,  says: — 

"The  villoiii  was  not  a  sla\-c,  but  a  frcenum  miiuis  tlic  \cry  in;portant  ri-lits 
of  his  lord." 

Bo  con  asks: — 

"Pour  the  blood  of  the  viUahi  in  one  basin,  and  the  blood  of  the  gr-ntleman 
in  anotlier,  v.-l;at  difference  shall  here  be  proved?" 

Freeman  again  says: — 

"While  the  churl  sauI:  to  the  state  of  v:!lai;:agc,  the  slave  rose  to  it." 

"It  frcquenily  happened  that  lauds  held  in  villeinage  descended  in  uninter- 
rupted succession  from  father  to  son  until  at  length  the  occupiers  or  \iiiein5 
became  entitled  by  prescription  or  custom  to  hold  their  lands  again.st  the  loidn 
so  long  as  th.cy  performed  ilie  required  services."  [Stubh'S.  Cor.sl'.iutiunal  His- 
tory, ?04.] 

The  O'.vncrs  of  land  and  tlic  tillers  of  it  in  the  Norman  tirne.v 
as  v.cll  ai  in  the  late  Saxon  period  bore  a  relation  to  each  other 
similar  to  that  cxistin;^  to-day  bctv/een  tlte  landlords  and  serfs  or 
pea^aiU.-  of  Russia.  The  Norman  Conciiiest  changed  the  ov.nersliip 
of  the  land  but  retained  and  improved  the  earlier  .system.  Belov 
the  villein  -v/crc  wliat  the  Anglo-Saxons  called  t'le  '' iheov.X'S," 
"csiies,''  and  "thralls" — later  called  "servi"  uy  the  Normans- - 
and  all  of  these  last  in  absolute  slavery.  (The  surname  of  'J  JiiaU 
was  rir;t  borne  by  a  slave.) 

It  is  true  that  there  existed  a  species  of  serfdom,  or  \iileinagc, 
upon  the  villein,  and  that  hiis  sons  verc  claimed,  for  a  cexlain  number 
of  years,  as  tlie  lord's  bondmen,  unless  their  fathers  paid  for  that 
aforesaid  redemption  of  bloofl  (that  v.e  are  happy  to  learn  vas  paid 
by  John  Blisse  of  Tyringham),  in  ordrr  to  free  them  from  such 
claims,  and  that  some  lords  belicr'ed  in  their  Icgeil  right  to  sell  their 
bondmen  as  slaves,  and  that  some  cruel  lords  were  "flayers  of 
rustics."  ' 
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The  reason  tlial  an  Englishman  then  so  looked  iii)on  hi:  -  -  :s 
fortunalo  countrymen  was  because  he  could  do  so;  the  chuic>)  ii<d 
the  same  thing;  the  New  Testament  was  a  closed  book  to  the  peep/'., 
unlranblatcd,  unprintcd,  and  unwritten  in  English.;  kept  chaj':-l 
up  in  liie  churches;  opened  only  by  a  priest.  It  v.as  sacrilege  for 
any  other  to  touch  the  book,  and  the  Bible  was  onl}-  read  fron\  in 
Latin,  or  chanted  in  monotone,  by  a  priest.  His  words  the  people 
did  not  understand,  for  but  few  of  them  could  read  or  write  in 
any  language. 

Wc  do  not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion,  after  long  investiga- 
tion into  American  foundations  in  England,  that  the  majority  of  the 
early  emigrants  to  New  England  were  descendants  of  vilieins  who 
prayed  that  the  great  revolt  of  the  peasants,  in  1377-81,  would  be 
successful  and  so  free  thsm  from  lack  of  opportunity.  One  has  only 
to  turn  the  pages  of  a  good  history  of  England  to  read  hov,-  the 
promises  of  enfranchisement  and  libert}',  made  by  the  king  and  tliC 
"nobility"  to  tlie  people,  were  broken,  and  how  the  church  joined 
the  state  in  keeping  the  people  down  for  a  hundred  and  fifty 
years  longer.  It  was  a  Bishop  of  Norv/ich  who  turned  i;pon  tlie 
peasants  an  army,  and  the  kin;>,',  who  promised  relief  In  the  Iiour 
of  his  danger,  set  upon  the  poor  a  force  of  40,009  armed  men,  which 
"spread  terror  by  the  ruthlessness  of  its  executions."  1  he  young 
king  might  have  kept  his  promises,  but  the  landlords,  says  Green, 
"clainicd  the  serfs  as  their  goods  and  that  the  king  could  not  take 
their  goods  from  them,  but  by  their  own  co:i:.CiiL,  'and  this  con- 
sent,' they  ended,  'v/e  have  ncA'er  given,  and  never  v/ill  give,  v.-eie 
I  we  all  to  die  in  one  day.'" 

Who  v>ero  these  oppressors  of  their  fellov.-mcn,  these  masters 
lof  the  Saxon  descendants  v,-ho  through  the  hard  fortunes  of  war 
jrcsulting  from  the  Norman  conquest  and  confiscation  of  Eiigland 
lad  become  reduced  to  a  condition  of  servitude  upon  the  lands 
that  their  Saxon  forbears  had  ov.'ned?  They  were  chiefly  men  of 
Jorman  descent,  whose  titles  to  property  in  England  rested  upon 
^he  mere  confiscation,  from  the  Saxons,  by  force  of  arms.  Some 
)ne  has  called  tliem: — 

"God's  pampered  peopl'j,  whom 
Debauched  with  ease, 
Nc  king  could  govern  nor 
No  God  could  please." 

The  Saxon  Blisses  were  robbed  of  their  lands,  privileges,   and 
jport unities;  and  their  dcscendauts  were  deprived  thereof  for  over 
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two  huiiclrixl  years.     Aic  llic;'  not,  tlicivfore,  ciiLilk'd  to  our  sym 
patln',  instead  t)f  our  disdain? 

Tlie  author  r.as  bctii  asked  to  omit  explanations  of  records 
re\ealing  the  nnrorlunatc  circumstances  of  some  of  the  niediacvt! 
Blisses;  but  he  fccis  that  such  a  method  of  writing  family  history 
has  been  sufficlenth-  indulged  in  heretofore.  Moreover,  sucl;  .i 
suggestion  is  hardly  commendable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  an  age 
when  illegitimacy  was  notoriously  AA'idespread,  when  the  illegitimate 
descendants  of  crowned  and  coroncted  heads  were  "  too  numci'ous 
to  be  mentioned,"  no  record  of  such  a  siai)i  upon  any  Bliss  can  he  found 
ill  four  hundred  years  of  E}!glisJi  Bliss  history.  What  titular  lionor 
exceeds  that?  What  worldly  wealth  can  outweigh  it?  When  "God 
sifted  four  kingdoms  wherewith  to  fmd  the  seed  to  plant  a  new  repub- 
lic," He  chose  of  titled  and  Alidasian  personages  practically  none. 

Still  ll'ie  villein  had  some  of  the  rights  of  a  freeman.  He  had  a 
right  to  bear  arins.  He  had  a  right,  ih.ough  generally  not  the  means, 
to  acquire  property.  If  an  injury  was  Inflicted  upon  him  the  com- 
pensation appointed  by  law  v/as  paid  to  him  or  to  his  family,  and  not 
to  the  lord.  He  was  a  legal  witness.  He  could  sue  and  be  sued. 
He  v.as  sunimoiied  to  be  a  juror  iii  the  lord's  com  t  and  fmed  if  he 
failed  to  appear.  He  was  "law-worlhy,"  a  "lawful  man,"  as  the 
old  phrase  ran.  While  the  townsliip  or  manor  hi  whlcli  he  li^'ed 
was  a  domain,  or  part  of  a  domain  belonging  to  a  pON/erful  English- 
man, wlio  held  It  of  the  king  by  fealty,  the  to^\■n  or  ma:ior  had  iiG 
reeve,  its  elective  chief  uuKei  auu  bui!iu,  the  fr'.e  i»i"u,.r..'UaiiLS  ch.jsc 
from  among  their  number  four  good  and  lawful  men  wiio  together 
with  the  reeve  represented  the  township  in  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  hundred  and  shire.  Each  manor  had  its  local  court,  perfected 
by  the  jWjrmans  from  the  old  "village  folk-moot,"  imder  the  lord 
for  th.e  trial  of  minor  causes,  for  the  detern.iining  of  all  the  various 
affairs  of  rentals,  herlot,  etc.,  arising  between  the  lord  and  the 
tenantry,  and  for  the  levying  of  fines  for  infractions  of  the  ordinances 
of  the  town  or  nianor.  Each  manorial  lord  was  simply  a  little  con- 
stilntlonal  mou'irch,  and  the  people  v/ere  his  subjects.  The  manor 
was  a  petty  state.  The  order  an.d  syi-iem  that  prevailed  csrai;li5hed 
a  regularity,  a  custom,  that  gave  quietness  and  force  to  this  order 
of  things.  The  lord's  capital  was  the  land  and  the  houses;  labor 
v.as  represented  by  the  occupants  of  these  dwellings.  The  modern, 
relations  of  capital  and  labor  are  more  troublesome  because  labor 
has  a  chance  to  enforce  its  demands.  The  jnediae\al  ^'i!leIn  had  no 
such  chance. 
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Properly  enough,  tlie  lord  of  a  manor  rightfuH}'  demanded  a  rent, 
or  some  service,  from  each  tenant  for  admitting  the  tenant  to  resi- 
dency ui'jon  the  manor,  and  for  allowing  him  the  use  of  some  land 
and  the  occupancy  of  a  cottage;  but  he  demanded  more.  He  exacted 
the  oalli  of  "fealt}'."  He  assumed  the  position  of  the  State  in.  his 
dealings  with  tenants.  This  custom  was  continued  into  the  seven- 
teenth century.  The  rolls  of  the  manorial  courts  repeatedly,  year 
after  year,  contain  the  words  "does  fealty  and  is  admitted  tenant." 
"In  addition  to  the  oath  of  fealty  the  free  tenant  was  called  upon  to 
do  homage  to  his  lord;  humbly  !:neeling  and  holding  up  his  hands 
together  bctv/ccn  those  of  his  lord,  he  professed  that  'he  did  become 
his  man,  from  thai  day  forlh,  of  life  and  limb  and  earthly  honoitr.""^ 
The  glory  of  this  is  all  in  the  long  patience  and  loyalty  of  the  peasant. 
We  may  charge  him  with  want  of  spirit,  bvit  Lis  fortitude,  forbearance, 
and  enduring  virtue  place  him,  in  our  present  esteem,  above  the 
moral  worth,  or  the  exploits,  of  his  then  master.  (Americans  vvdio 
dote  on  old  manorial  landlords  for  ancesiors  and  prefer  to  reject 
the  tenant-farmer,  who,  by  the  way,  represented  the  majority 
among  the  founders  of  America,  will  find  "the  terrible  fidelity" 
of  tliC  pocn)  Fierce  riongliri'.av.  by  Rohert  Longiand,  a  truer 
mirror  of  old  times  in  England  than  the  verse  of  the  ailstocraiic 
Chaucer.) 

Many  a  man  bound  to  a  manor  vras  dragged  off  Uj  aid  his  lord 
in  the  wars  that  princes  and  kings,  through  the  treachery  and  vain 
ambitions  prevailing  in  those  times,  "seeking  the  bubble  reputa- 
tion at  the  cannon's  mouth,"  v.-ere  almost  constantly  ma'ang  against 
a  rival  brother,  sister,  fatlier,  uncle,  cousin,  or  other  rival  or 
monarcli. 

Focts,  playv.'rights,  and  other  dreamers,  who  build  up  glowinj 
woid-structures  from  themes  suggested  by  these  wai's,  may  exalt 
the  men,  whose  power  was  then  absolute,  as  heroes,  and  while  we 
may  believe  that  many  of  tliern  possessed  personal  prowess  and  coin- 
age, their  motives  were  usually  unworthy,  if  not  always  base;  the 
wars  were  mostly  for  conquest  or  personal  profit  pure  and  simple; 
and  these  rulers  and  leaders  drained  the  resources  of  their  country, 
impoverished  the  lov.-ly,  had  no  great  moral  objects,  and  worked  no 
general  good  to  merit  from  the  moderri  world  a  dcse:"\'ed  com- 
mendation. The  Blisses  were  just  as  liable  to  have  been  summoned 
to  these  wars  as  any  other  tenant,  in  the  campaigns  that  embraced 
the  battles  of  Bouvines   (1214),   Berwick   (1216),   Lincoln   (1217), 

•The  Manor  and  Maronal  Record;. — X.  J.  Hone. 
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Taillcboiirg  and  SaiUcs  (1242),  Lcwcs  (126-1),  Kvc.-,!iam  (1265), 
Wales  (1282),  Dunbar  (1296),  against  Robert  Prucc  (1306),  Bannock- 
bum  (13M),  Boroughbridgc  (1322),  Halidon  Hill  (1332;,  in  France 
(1339).  Crecy  (1346),  Poitiers  (1356),  Radcot  Bridge  (13S7),  Ilon^il' 
don  Hill  (1-102),  Shrewsbur}-  (1403),  Agincourt  (1415),  Aleaux  (1422), 
Cnvant  (1423),  Vc>rneuil  (1424),  Orleans,  against  Joan  of  Arc  (1429), 
and  in  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  tliat  ravaged  England  through 
tilt  Houses  of  York  and  Lancaster  fighting  for  tlie  possession  of  the 
English  tliroiic  (1452-14S5).  From  tlic  thinness  in  numbers  of  the 
Blisses  up  to  this  period,  as  implied  by  the  few  records  of  thcm^ 
it  niay  be  inferred  that  their  apparent  failure  to  multiply  miglit  have 
been  due  to  their  falling  in  v/ar,  pestilence,  or  famln.c,  perhaps  with 
war  as  the  chief  retarding  innucncc.  There  v/as  one  pestilence  that 
destroyed  a  half  of  the  population.  If  there  were  many  Blisses 
that  the  cxisiing  records  do  not  reveal,  then  tliey  lived  in  a  most 
unfortunate  condition  of  servitude  v\herein  there  v/as  little  or  no 
occasion  for  their  names  to  be  mentioned  in  the  general  national 
records.     Some  local  records,  of  course,  ate  not  now  extant. 

John  Bllsso  of  Tyringham,  1272,  held  the  tenure  of  six  acres  for 
which  he  rendered  in  payment  persona!  service  of  the  value  of  5s. 
per  year,  as  has  been  seen.  It  was  not  until  many  years  iiiia-  his 
time  that  m.oney  was  paid,  in  sucli  cases,  instead  of  labor  rendered 
to  the  lords,  and  with  the  payment  of  money  tlie  tenants  gained 
more  freedom  and  in  time  often  purchased  their  freedom  outright, 
ospeci?Uy  when  the  lords  were  chert  of  money.  It  was  splci.did, 
it  was  glorious,  while  it  lasted,  that  John  Rlisse  of  Tyringham  paid 
for  "redemption  of  blood,"  saving  his  children  from  bondage,  and 
thus  he  "the  little  tyrant  of  his  Iklds  withstood,"  mull  he  died, 
when  one  of  his  sons  assumed  the  father's  obligations  to  the  lord. 

The  manor-rolls  of  Tyringham  are  not  extant  for  the  time  of 
Jolm  Blissc,  and  the  lay  subsidies  (parliamentary  taxation)  for  the 
same  jieriod  are  also  lost  for  Buc!:inghainshlre,  but  the  services  that 
John  Bllsse  rendered  to  Roger  dc  Tyringham  for  the  UbC  of  the  cottage 
and  land,  which  we  have  specified  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  of  1272, 
are  illustrated  by  the  services  rendered  by  one  of  his  fellow-cottagers 
i'l  the  adjoining  shire,  though  John  Blissc  had  one  acre  more  oi  land 
and  paid  (in  services)  double  that  of  his  villein  compatriot,  viz.: — 

VL-ar  1272,  Hundred  Rolls,  II,  p.  461.     Canibridgoshiic.     (Translation.) 

"In  a  sv,-orn  relmn  r.i.ide  as  to  Star.ton  in  this  coiuU>  ,  l!ie  jury  return  iliat 
(ain->ng  others)  Richard  Lammasso  holds  in  villcnagc  in  Stanton  5  acres  of  land 
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and  meadow  from  Nicholas  dc  Clicney,  paying  him  3s.  yearly  lor  tlu-  same. 
Also  Richard  will  ploujjh  c\oiy  Friday  from  I\licl.elinas  lu  Cluislnias  one  ridge, 
and  each  work  ii  wonh  Id.  Item,  lie  will  drive  to  llic  lord's  hall  all  ihc  sliejp 
he  has  from  MiLhclmas  to  Cliri.stmas,  value  (of  ihis  scr\ice)  unknown;  Item, 
he  will  thresh  at  Michehnas  in  his  lord's  barn  1  ti"a\-cof  corn,  worth  |<'d.  Item, 
he  will  harrow  for  one  day  with  one  horse  at  the  winter  sowing,  worth  Jjd. 
Item,  at  ChristniP.s  will  gi\c  to  his  said  lord  one  Iicn,  v,  orth  Id.  hem,  he  will 
plough  one  ridge  e\'ery  Friday  from,  th.e  Feast  of  the  Purificatioii  to  Taster,  each 
work  worth  Id.  Item,  he  will  harrov,-  for  oiie  day  with  one  horse  at  Lent  so\sing, 
worth  >^d.,  and  at  Easter  he  will  give  his  lord  10  eggs,  \vorth  Id.  Item,  he 
will  j)!ough  one  ridge  every  Friday  from  Ilolceday  to  the  Nativity  of  St.  Jolm 
the  Baptist,  and  each  work  is  worth  Id.  Item,  he  will  hoe  the  lord's  corn  for 
one  day  with  one  man,  the  work  being  worth  }^d.  Item,  he  will  mov,',  turn, 
cock,  and  carry  the  lord's  grass.  Item,  he  will  reap  his  lord'.s  corn  for  four  daj's 
with  two  men  all  da}-,  food  supplied  on  tv;o  days  by  the  lord,  and  not  supplied 
on  two  days,  and  on  the  food  days  each  man  will  receive  for  his  food  bread 
worth  J'i'd.,  and  for  his  meal  v/orth  ],'>c\.,  to  \\'it,  on  one  day  fisli  and  cheese  with- 
out ale,  and  on  the  ether  day  bread  and  meat  and  cheese  with  ale;  and  these 
works  are  worth  8d.  Item,  he  v/ill  carry  his  lord's  corn  for  one  day,  ho  himself 
with  one  of  his  associates,  wltli  one  cart,  rccei\ing  sufficient  food  from  the  lord, 
and  this  is  v,-orth  Id.  Item,  he  vrill  work  when  lie  ma}  be  called  upon,  pro\-ided 
he  is  able  to  return  to  his  dinnei.  Item,  in  return  for  tho-c  "ivorks,  he  v. ith  his 
elc\-en  associates  [fellow  ter^ants]  v.dll  recei\-e  from  the  lord  one  quarter  of 
corn  and  one  sheep  worth  12d.,  and  half  an  acre  of  meadow  called  Den- 
halvakcr." 

Thus  v,"e  sec  v.liat  oiu'  reinoLC  aiictStors  perf'jrmcd ;  iiov.'  ibey 
were  like  the  vast  mnjority  of  thtlr  fcllov,--n!cn  in  i-nedi;e\<-ii  liiijcs. 
Thus  it  is  seen  that  the)'  were  not  the  kinc;s.  carls,  or  lord?  as  ailefi'"d 
in  Tlie  Bliss  Genealogy  of  ISSl.  Well  it  was  for  their  descendants 
that  they  were  as  they  v.cre.  Thus  they  are  found  "occuj)ying  the 
places  tlicir  forefathers  had  forrced  for  tlu-inselvcs,  places  gradually 
shajjcd  by  ar'iitrary  circum.stanccs  rather  than  by  systcn:."  Had 
any  Bliss  b-cn  the  owner  of  laud  of  the  value  of  £20,  in  127S,  ho  v,-ould 
have  been  knit^htcd;  and  had  he  so  owned  we  should  find  th.e  recoid 
of  it,  probabl}-,  in  Testa  de  Xevill,  the  complete  returns  of  such  owners 
\Niiich  are  now  preser\-cd  in  the  Record  Office  at  London.  John 
Blisse's  grandfather  was  born  with  the  Magna  CJiarlc,  "The  Englisli 
man's  pci'sonal  Declaration  of  Indepcndeucc"  from  the  t)-ranny  of 
his  king,  John.  Our  Tyringham  woi'thy,  doubtless,  li\'cd  to  sec  the 
statute  of  INIortmain  prevent  religious  houses  from  getting,  by  their 
peculiar  methods,  much  of  that  other  half  of  the  aral)le  land  of 
Englarid,  which  we  have  already  referred  to.  Also  ho  may  have  lived 
till  1290  to  see  the  usurious  Jews  banished  from  this  country,  in 
which  thej-  were  never  to  set  foot  again  for  350  years,  and  to  1295 
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to  h.udv  of  ihc  "riiit  comi)lci.c  and  iiioclcl  paiiianuiiL  uf  the  three 
estates,  i.  c,  one  v.hcrc  ckrg)',  iiobilit)',  and  coiinri(;nalL>'  mot 
according  to  regularly  constituted  form."  Tlic  ?Ccvv  Testament 
reminds  us  that  he  who  serves  is  the  greatest  of  all.  Gray's  Elc^y 
ill  a  Country  Clno-chyard  (perhaps  the  greatest  poem  in  the 
F.nglish  language)  was  sung  in  lionor  of  such  men  as  John  Blisse! 
We  may  ga/:e  upon  the  nameless  mounds  in  T>ringham  chnrch}-ard, 
but — 

"No  farllicr  sock  his  merits  to  disclose, 

Or  draw  liis  frailties  from  their  dread  ahcdo, 
(There  they  alike  in  trcmijHng  Iiopc  repose,) — 
The  Bosom  of  his  Father  and  ins  God." 
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Tyringham   in    Biicklnohamshlre 
I 

"Woods,  nicaclow,?,  luuiilL'ts,  fjiT.is, 
Spires  in  the  \ale  and  towcrb  upon  the  liillj. 

The  pleasant  lanes  and  hedgerows,  and  iliose  horncs 
Which  seemed  the  \-cry  dwellings  of  content 
And  peace  and  sunshine." 

Stich  was  Tyringliam,  at  its  best,  if  one  looks  not  too  deeply 
into  the  lives  of  the  former  dwclicrs  within  the  simple  cottages 
of  stone  that  htiddlcd  about  the  parish  church,  with  the  manorial 
seat  set  apart  and  shrouded  in  its  grove  as  are  the  lives  of  its  occu- 
pants set  apart  and  shr^^udcd  from  the  village  folk  bj'  some  semblance 
of  the  old  ideas  of  caste  which  still  prevail  here  as  the  "unwritten 
law."  In  1400  the  statutes  forbade  the  child  of  any  tiller  of  the  soil 
to  be  apprenticed  in  a  town.  The  landlords  petitioned  that  no  cliild 
of  a  bondman  or  bondwoman  (villein)  be  allowed  to  go  to  school, 
or  to  enter  the  clergy.  The  universities  were  closed  to  all  sons  of 
villeins.  To  nail  liim  to  the  spot  on  which  he  was  born,  tl-c.e  to 
dig  until  he  died-  -that  was  the  upper-man's  scheme  for  tho^e  less 
fortunate  than  himself,  "an  insane  method  of  repu'ssion."  The 
ancient  practice  v.as  quite  ihe  opposite  of  "a  square  deal."  All 
this  rather  delayed  the  prudiiction  in  Englaiid  of  tlic  ''ali-aroiir.d 
man"  so  numerous  in  America.  But  nature  has  largely  triumplied 
over  the  binding  force  of  those  old  ideas,  in  England,  as  is  de:-"i':'n- 
strated  in  the  democracy  of  to-day. 

Tyringhani  to-day  is  merely  the  well-kept  countryside  that 
abounds  all  about  this  part  of  England.  E\cry  acre  of  land  is  under 
culti\-ation,  or  furnishes  food  for  countless  sheep  and  cattle.  The 
lord's  demesne  In  the  time  of  John  Blisse  comprised  120  acres,  as  has 
been  seen.  To-day  the  manor  has  increased  to  3000  acres  and  is 
valued,  with  the  manor-house,  at  about  £400,000.  The  populatioa 
has  decrcasecl,  and  the  dwellings  of  the  lov.dy  but  ever-hardy  majority 
have  largely  disappeared  from  the  immediate  precincts  of  the  churcli 
and  the  manor-house. 

"  Inexorably  calm  with  silent  pace. 
Here  Time  has  pass'd — but  ruin  marks  his  way." 

1'lie  History  and  Aiiliquilics  of  the  Cour.iy  of  Bitckinghani,  by 
George  Lipscomb,  Esq.,  M.D.,  1S47,  has  this  about  Tyringham 
with  Filgrave: —  • 
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"Siuiatcci  about  tlircc  niilvs  nortli  of  Kcv.doi  t  rai;ncll,  on  ihc  nort'a  Lank 
of  the  River  Oitsc,  which  is  a  fine  oniamcnt  to  the  dcnicnsc  of  the  IManr-iou 
House,  this  Parish,  wiili  Filgravc  anne.\cd,  is  Loundetl  to  the  Ncrili,  by 
Wcbtcn  UudorNvooJ  and  Ohiey;  on  tlic  East,  by  Enibcrion,  Sherrington,  and 
I.athbury;  on  the  South,  by  Nev/j.ort  Fagncll;  and  on  the  Wc.-t  by  Gayhurst." 

"Before  the  Conquest  (1066),  Tyringliant  scenis  to  have  been  divided  into 
many  small  portions,  which  were  sub.-cqucnlly  uni'.ed  into  two  principal  estates, 
that  part  of  the  Parish,  which  was  recko.icd  to  belong  to  the  Hundred  of  Bone- 
stou,  and  probably  comprised  the  western  and  northern  portion,  must  have 
been  contiguous  to,  and  nearly  cncIo5c-d  by  the  estates  of  the  Bishop  of  Con- 
stance; but  Willis  scorns  to  have  entertained  an  opinion,  that  Filgrave,  which 
is  not  distinguished  by  name  in  the  Norman  Survey  [of  1C36],  did  in  fact  consti- 
tute, at  that  period,  the  estate  surveyed  as  the  lands  of  William  I'itz  Auscuif, 
in  Tyringh.am,  v/hich  in  the  Domesday  Rook  are  described  a-:  situated  in  Sigelai 
Hundred.  The  lands  of  the  Bishop  of  Constance,  v.diedicr  in  Tyringham,  prop- 
erly so-called,  or  !n  Filgrave,  had  been  previously  holderi  by  two  Thanes;  Oiie  of 
them  a  tenant  of  Waltheof,  the  Earl,  w'lo  had  two  hides  [a  hide  was  about  as 
much  land  as  could  be  tilled  v/ith  one  plough  in  a  year — nominally,  120  acres], 
and  half  a  virgate  [a  varying  measure  of  land]  for  his  Manor;  and  tlic  oilier, 
who  held  the  tliird  part  of  a  virgate  only,  not  called  a  Manor,  but  which  he,  as 
well  as  the  greater  possessor,  might  alienate.  Anschit!!!.  who  licld  of  the  Bisliop 
two  hides  and  a  half,  aiid  th.e  third  part  of  a  virgate,  for  one  I.Ianor,  had  thcre- 
fure  evidently  imitcd  the  divided  portions  of  the  Sa-xons;  and  at  the  time  of  the 
Survey  [lOr.u]  his  la^ids  here  v%-ere  siifncient  for  four  ploughs;  three  v\-ere  kept 
in  the  demesnes  [the  lord's  private  grounds],  and  tliice  villeins,  with  six  bordars, 
[cottagers]  had  oivc  plough.  There  \.-..rc  four  servcuils,  and  the  whole  [anniudj 
value  estimated  at  50s,;  v/hcr.  he  first  held  it,  20r..;  and  in  die  days  of  King 
Edward,  6Cs." 

"The  estate  of  Fitz  Auscuif  seems  to  have  been  much  mere  extensive  than 
that  of  the  Birhop  of  Constance,  and  Lad  Ilkev.i-e  piuviousiy  been  holdea  in 
divided  portions  by  five  Thanes;  Harold  [the  king]  had  three  hides  for  a  Manor; 
Estan,  two  for  another  Manor;  Aliva,  wife  of  Harold,  one  hide  and  a  half,,  for  a 
third  Manor;  Godv.in,  a  Priest,  had  half  a  hide;  and  Godric,  a  man  of  Harold, 
one  virgate;  al!  of  which  were  consolidated,  and,  after  the  Conquest,  holden  under 
\\'il!iam  Fitz  Auscuif,  by  Acard,  as  scA'cn  hldoG,  and  one  virgate  and  a  quarter, 
fi.r  his  IManor;  the  land  being  sufficient  for  eight  plcuglis;  three  v.'erc  employed 
in  the  demense,  and  five  by  nine  villeins,  v/ith  si.x  bordars.  [There  is  e\-crj-  like- 
lihood that  John  Blissc  of  Tyringham,  1272,  was  a  descendant  of  one  cf  these 
nine  villeins.]  There  were  six  servants,  pasture  for  eight  teams,  vcods  for  f..o 
hundred  hogs,  and  twenty-six  pence  payments,  for  minute  customs:  altogctlier, 
estimated  at  £6,  as  it  had  been  at  £8,  when  he  fust  iieifl  it,  and  the  same  in  the 
time  of  King  Edvrard  [1272-1300].  The  lands  of  the  Bishop  having  been  for- 
feited to  the  Crown  by  his  rebellion;  the  tenure  of  his  subfeudatory  was  probably 
transferred,  before  the  reign  of  Henry  H  [11 54-1189]  to  the  family  of  Tyrlngliam; 
for  Giffard  de  Tyringham  bestowed  the  Church  here  upon  Tichford  Priory 
in  that  reign;  and  held  three  Knigiits'  fees  [land  then  of  the  value  of  £60]  here 
about  1165.  It  may  be  inferred,  that  he  derived  his  descent  from  Achard, 
wlio,  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror  [1066]  held  Fitz  Ausculf's  Manor  in  Tyring- 
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linni,  being  the  grcat-graniison  of  the  aforesaicl  Acliard.      The  estates  of  Fitz 
AiisciiU  are  raid  to  lia\e  pasjcd  to  tlic  PagaiicUs  and  the  family  of  Soineiy." 

We  have  explained  hereinbefore  In  the  Hundred  Rolls  of  1273 
how  de  Sonicry  and  Roger  de  Tyringhani  were  overlords  of  our 
John  Blisse.  The  Tyringhani  family,  beginning  with  Achard  (the 
aforesaid)  of  10S6,  held  Tyringhani  Manor  v.ithoiit  a  break  for  over 
six  htindrcd  years.  About  the  year  seventeen  hundred  it  passed, 
with  a  daughter,  by  her  marriage  to  the  Backn-ells,  ar.d  later,  by 
marriago,  to  the  Pracds.  The  Tyringhams  regained  it  modcrnly, 
but  sold  the  manor  a  few  years  ago.  Llpsconib  says  "th.e  ancient 
Mansion  of  the  family  of  Tyringhani  \vas  a  noble  building  of  very 
elegant  construction.  It  was  taken  down  In  1792."  The  grand 
old  mansion,  "Gayhurst,"  just  across  the  river  from  Tyringhani, 
where  lived  the  papist,  Edward  Digby,  who  was  hanged,  drawn, 
and  ciuartercd  In  1606  for  complicity  In  the  Gunpowder  Plot  v.Ith 
Guy  Fawkes  and  others,  still  invites  the  tourist,  'i'he  home  of  the 
poet  Cowper  is  a  feature  of  OIne)-,  which  adjoins  Tyringhani  on  the 
north. 

Walking  from  Nev/port  Pagnell  some  two  miles  across  the  ilat 
land  in  the  shallow  valley  of  the  Ouse,  on  tlie  high  road  that  runs 
from  Bedford  to  Northampton,  we  enter  tlie  Tyringhani  manorial 
par!:  through  an  arched,  stone  gatcv.T.y.  just  beycaid  is  the  bent 
bow  of  the  bridge  over  the  Ouse.  The  water  of  this  scream  moves 
v.ith.  that  same  subserviency  to  some  power,  that  slow  tlme-cstab- 
lislicd  order  and  confinement,  wdiicli  rests  cither  lightly  or  heavily 
upon  the  ordinary  citizen;  stlH  further  like  the  English  countryman 
it  Is  seldom  agitated,  seldom  overflowing  (with  hospitality),  seldom 
attracting  attcnlion  by  undertaking  to  do  anything  original,  out  of 
the  ordinary,  or  to  depart  from  a  cuL-and-drled  formula  of  existence. 
I'rom  the  bridge  we  see  where  John  Blisse  may  have  fished  many 
n  time,  in  his  youth,  but  where  no  one  may  now  do  the  like  without 
permission,  though  the  Ouse  (fifty  feet  wide)  is  one  of  the  great 
ri\-ers  of  England.  To  the  left  a  white  column  of  the  mauor-housc 
arrests  the  eye  through  the  grand  old  oaks.     To  the  right — 

"Not  far  dibtanu. 
Upon  a  rising  ground,  a  grey  cliuicli  tower, 
Whose  battlements  arc  screened  by  tufted  trees." 

This  Is  the  tower  built  in  the  year  1120  by  the  Normans,     it  is  the 
very  same  tiiat  John  Blisse  well  knew,  and  quite  the  same  to-day 
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as  lie  Ix'Iickl  it.  U  was  old  cvon  in  his  lime.  The  walls  and  the 
roof  of  the  church  proper  were  rebuilt  in  1871  at  the  cost  of  the 
Tyringliam  family.  The  tower  and  the  river,  inseparable,  side  by 
side,  may  ever  abide,  outlasling  man  and  his  chaiigincj  ideas.  Tiie 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  consists  of  a  nave,  chancel, 
chantrj",  south  porch,  and  western  tower.  There  are  ses'cral  memo- 
rial brasso-.  p^estr^•ed  therein  to  ancient  Tyringhams  who  ha\e 
slept  here  beneath,  the  stone  floor  these  many  generations.  In  the 
pavement  of  the  chancel,  on  an  ancient  marble,  arc  the  coats-of-arms 
of  the  Tyringhams  and  Catesbj's;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  stone,  on 
a  brass  plate,  is  the  efligy  of  a  lady  with  a  square  head-dross,  long 
lappets,  and  a  great  string  of  beads;  also  a  brass  to  a  knight  attired 
in  a  tabard.  Under  tlie  east  window  of  the  soutii  chancel  is  a  very 
old  nionument  of  gray  marble  bearing  the  effigy  of  a  woman  in  brass 
with  these  words  on  a  label  proceeding  from  her  mouth:— 

"Dne  accope  Spiritum  mcum." 

It  is  said  that  there  was  former'^''  an  inscription  around  tlic  verge. 
In  the  windows  were  the  arms  of  several  ancient  families.  Tliere  is 
a  list  of  the  rectors  of  this  parish  since  J  272;  John  de  Eargo  v\-as  the 
rector  when  John  Blissc  lived  here.  Nothing  bearing  ihc  nan;e  of 
Bliss  is  visible  within  or  witliouc  the  wails  of  Tyringham  Church,  or 
probably  ever  ^v■as  heie.  In  John  Blisse's  time  families  in  his  ordi- 
nary station  were  not  supposed  to  erect  graven  memorials  to  their 
beloved  dead  in  parisl;  churches  or  chuichyaids.  But  lie  is  nui 
forgotten,  nor  is  he  likely  to  be,  yei  awhile.  Tyringham,  or  its 
vicinity,  was  the  home  of  ihe  first  man  called  by  tlie  name  of  Bliss; 
and  the  above  John  Blisse  was  the  son.  or,  better,  the  grandson, 
of  that  Bliss.     These  are    the   logical    and    reasonable   deductions. 
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William  and  Reginald  Ulisse  of   1297  and   1327 

"To  make  the  past  the  present,  to  bring  the  distant  near,  to 
call  up  our  ancestors  before  us  with  all  their  peculiarities  of  language, 
manners,  and  garb,  to  show  us  over  their  liouses,  to  seat  us  at  their 
taltles."  This  has  been  the  effort  with  respect  to  the  generations 
immediately  following  John  Blisse  of  Tyringham.  Every  record  in 
England  in  every  region  where  the  name  of  Bliss  has  been  found, 
and  where  imagination  has  conceived  that  it  might  be  found,  has 
been  searched.  The  result  of  tliis  effort,  between  1300  and  1450, 
is  meagre  indeed.  We  cannot,  therefore,  draw  the  picture  as  we 
would.  The  materials  are  too  scant.  Only  a  few  items  exist  in  the 
records  of  the  fami!}'  for  this  period.  The  indications  are  that  not 
until  1500  did  the  Blisses  really  flourish  and  increase  rapidly  in 
numbers.  Doubtless  Blisses  lived  and  died  between  these  years  who 
cannot  be  discovered  now.  They  arc  as  thougii  they  had  never 
been,  and  so  they  ever  will  remain.  Such  local  records  of  them  as 
cnce  may  Jiave  been  put  upon  parchment  are  now  submerged  by 
"the  deluge  of  Time."  But  after  1500  there  comes  a  deluge  of 
records,  as  will  be  seen  shortly. 

There  are  no  Bliss  records  in  the  probate  courts  til!  1-172,  no 
parish  records  till  1533,  and  no  manorial  court  rolls  concerning  them 
till  1500.  Before  1461  the  name  of  Bliss  does  not  appear  in  the 
vast  collection  of  the  existing  records  of  (1)  the  courts  of  chancery; 
(2)  lay  subsidies,  with  one  exception;  (3)  close  roHs;  (4)  patent 
rolls;  (5)  iiiquisitions  post  mortem;  (6)  inquisitions  ad  damnum; 
(7)  minister's  accounts;  (S)  Testa  Co  Nevill;  (9)  Pipe  Rolls,  etc. 
The  plain  iruth  is  that  if  tlie  Blisses  had  attained  to  manorial  t!is- 
tinction,  to  official  positions,  to  possession  of  a  considerable  laiid, 
to  eminence  in  commerce,  to  positions  of  note  in  the  professions, 
the)'  v/ould  certainly  have  figured  in  some  of  these  national  records. 
Tlie  family  rose  later.  Before  1461  the  investigator  is  forced  to 
look  back  upon  the  family  as  "in  the  bud."  Of  course,  the  popu- 
lation of  England  and  Wales  Avas  merely  a  million,  in  1377,  and  only 
four  and  a  half  millions  in  14S0.  "Tiie  Hundred  Years'  War"  (1333  to 
1430) — the  cause  of  the  kings  and  princes  having  military  ambitions, 
etc. — may  have  caused  the  deaths  of  some  Blisses.  "These  were 
the  years,"  says  Green,  "of  the  deepest  gloom  ....  which 
drained  the  strength  of  the  English  people,  .  .  .  the  bondsmen 
struggling  forward  to  freedom  fell  back  into  serfage  which  stiil 
[1881]  leaves  its  trace  on  the  soil." 
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In  consequence  of  tlic  absence  of  llie  name  of  Iviiss  from  the 
principal  naiional  records  of  Uiis  period,  no  confccutive  line  of 
descent,  fallier  to  son,  generation  after  generation,  can  be  now  por- 
tra>-ed  before  1500.  There  is  some  record  in  each  generation,  but, 
wiiilo  interesting,  these  records  taken  together  are  scattering  and 
disconnected.  The  missing  evidence  may  be  likened  to  the  smoke 
that  somehow  escaped  from  the  houses  of  the  English,  through  a 
crevice  in  the  roof,  a  window,  or  a  door,  for  there  were  no  chimneys 
in  the  ordinary  houses  of  rural  England  till  late  in  the  fifteenth 
century.  Chimneys  did  not  become  general  until  \\c\\  into  the 
sixteenth  century.  The  fire  was  made  on  the  stone  fioor  in  the 
center  of  a  room. 

John  Blisse's  family  of  Tyringluim  slowly  began  to  spread  itself, 
here  and  there,  in  the  southern  midland.  The  earliest  of/shoot 
noted  appears  at  Saiford,  formerly  Salfcrd  Abbot,  some  fifty  miles 
westward,  near  to  Stratford-on-Avon.  Here  is  a  translation  of  the 
Latin  record  of  a  proceeding  in  the  Court  of  the  King's  Bench,  the 
oldest  known  court  of  record,  of  wliich  the  records  exist,  in  the  world. 
(PxHor  to  this  court  the  trial  of  a  civil  disi)ute  was  by  the  resort  to  a 
jK-rsonal  combat  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  schoolboy 
fashion.  Tiie  best  fighter  won  regardless  of  the  justice  of  his  point 
of  disagreement.) 

(Facsimile  of  original  record  of  William  Bliise  in  a  roll  of  tbc  Cuwt  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  year  1297.) 


esr 


Placita  Corv.ni  Rcge — Trinity  Tottn  [>car]  1297.    [meiiibranc  35] 
(Translation)     The  Quinzaine*  of  St.  John,  (conliiuicd). 
County  Wanvick.     Walter  atte   Nashe,   Master  William   Pykcrc!,   Roljcrt 
Wodecok,  William  Skjlful  of  Thornbiir>',   Richard   Williams,  baylifT  Pykerci, 
Gcofi.-ey  sou  of  Mary  do  Brome,  John  de  Glodcshale,  John  de  Fakcnham,  John 
•The  fourteenth  day  afler  tho  fcost  d.iy. 
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attc  Croiz  dc  Grafton,  John  dc  Slu-anclcy,  Henry  Ic  Cliaucr,  William  Scot,  V/illiani 
Brid,  Alan  aLtc  W'cllo  and  William  atte  Nashc  were  attached  to,  answer  ]V!!lia:n 
Blisse  ill  a  plea  wliy,  wiiii  force  and  arms  at  Kynggesbrome  thoy  took  and  im- 
prisoned and  ill-treated  the  same  William  Blisse,  and  did  other  enormities  etc. 
to  the  gra\-e  damage  etc.  And  against  the  peace  etc.  And  whereupon  the 
same  W'illiam  complains  that  the  aforesaid  Walter  and  the  others  on  Saturday 
ne.\t  after  the  feast  cf  the  Purification  of  the  Blessed  Mary  in  the  25th  year 
of  the  now  king,  [ICdward  I)  took  the  aforesaid  William  Blisse  at  King;jesbrcmc, 
and  led  him  as  far  as  Budiford,  and  imprisoned  him,  and  detained  liirn  in  prison 
for  two  days,  upon  which  account  he  said  lie  sulTcrcd  damage  to  the  value  of 
twenty  marks,  and  thereupon  he  brings  his  suit. 

And  the  aforesaid  Walter  atte  Xashc  [and  the  others]  come  and  defend  the 
force  and  injury  when  etc.  And  say  they  are  in  nothing  guilty  of  tlie  trespass 
aforesaid.  And  concerning  this  they  put  themselves  upon  the  county.  And 
the  aforesaid  William  likewise.  Therefore  let  a  jury  come  before  the  King  in 
three  weeks  from  St.  Michael's  day  wheresoever  etc.  And  vvho  etc.  [mem- 
brane 37  d.]  The  defendants  appoint  Walter  atte  Nashe  their  attorney  to  answer 
the  said  William  Blisse.  [Membrane  39.]  William  Blisse  of  Morkote  appoints 
Walter  de  Roppeslcy  his  attorney  against  Walter  atte  Xashe  and  the  others 
in  the  plea  of  trespass. 

"Morcote"  was  tlic  inanorial  seat  In  llie  parisli  of  Salford  Abbot; 
and  this  William  Blisse  evidently  was  in  the  employ  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  upon  seme  mission  for  whom  he  may  liave  been  at 
the  time  of  his  false  arrest.  The  Blisses  continued  to  reside  in  Sal- 
ford  Abbot  for  forty-one  years,  at  the  least,  as  is  proven  by  the 
records  of  taxation  for  the  ;-ear  13S0.  The  only  glimpse  of  them 
during  that  period  is  in  Lay  Subsidy  Roll  Ino.  iy>-4,  for  War- 
wicksliire: — 

"1  Echv.  Ill  [1327]     Taxation  vicesimc"     [l-20th  of  the 

annual  value  of  th.c  land  or  good.s] 
"Hundr.  de  Harlyewey"     [Hundred  of  Barlicliway] 
''Reginald  Blisf en"     [Latin  fcr  Biis.-;]     "  XVHId  " 

Lay  subsidy  Roll  192-5: 
"VI  EDW.  HI"     [1333]     "Salford  Abbot" 
"Reginaldo  Blisse.  iis" 

The  tax  of  eighteen-pence  reveals  that  Reginald  Blisse's  taxable 
income  was  estimated  at  thirty  shillings  a  year,  and  for  the  year 
1333,  at  forty  shillings.  By  the  present  monetary  standard  of 
England  this  latter  sum  would  be  £26,  at  the  least.  This  was  a 
fair  income  in  1333  and  betokens  that  this  Reginald  Blisse  had 
improved  considerably  over  the  situation  of  John  Blisse  of  Tyring- 
ham.     Neither  of   these   two  subsidy   rolls  otate  whether   the   tax 
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was  Icn'Il'J  uiv'ii  land  or  goods;  so  it  cauiiol  be  detciuiincd  whctlicr 
Reginald  Blic-sc  \sas  a  farr.icr  or  a  tradesman.  Tiic  probabilities 
are  that  the  tax  was  upon  land,  though  tiie  tax  docs  not  imply  that 
lie  was  the  actual  oAvncr  of  the  land  taxed.  Loase-holdcrs  v/ere 
taxable.  In  the  case  of  a  tax  upon  goods,  it  may  be  properly  held 
that  he  war.  the  actual  ov.ner  of  tlie  merchandise,  or  live  stock. 
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TIic  Blisses  of  Salop,  Worcester,  and  Gloucester 

Within  nine  years  after  1297,  \vhcn  William  LJlisse  was  niole.sled 
al  Kingsbronie,  one  of  his  rchitivcs,  a  Gilbert  Blisse,  had  ventured 
further  wc=;l\vard,  into  Shropshire,  which  adjoins  Wales.  He  may 
have  been  drawn  there  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  bctv.een  England 
and  Wales,  of  a  fevv-  years  before.  There  is  but  one  record  of  this 
Gilbert  Blisse  in  that  county:— 

(Translatioa  from  the  original  Latin  record  in  the  Record  Office,  London.) 

Coram  P-egc  P.oll.     [Court  of  the  King's  Bench.]     Easter  term,  34  Edw. 
L     [1306]     rot.  16,  dors. 

Salop.  Reynold,  .«on  of  Richard  Gobithewcye,*  offered  himself  on  the  fourth 
day  against  Gilbert  Blisss  of  Ewlcdone  and  Margeiy,  wiio  was  wife  of  Robert 
de  Ewlcdone,  in  a  plea  of  trespass.  And  they  did  not  come.  And  order  was 
gi\Tn  to  the  slierifl  to  attacii  them.  And  the  sheriff  returned  ib.at  the  afore- 
said Gilbert  was  attached  by  John  Dun  of  Eweldon  and  LIugh  reeve  of  the  sarr.c 
place;  therefore  they  arc  in  mercy.  And  the  aforesaid  Margery  v.as  attached 
by  Joliii,  reeve  of  Ewledon,  and  William  de  A\'cntrc  of  the  same  j^laco.  Tliere- 
forc  they  are  in  mercy.  And  order  was  given  to  the  sherifl  to  distraii:  Uiein 
by  all  their  lands  c\:c.  And  that  of  the  issues  &c.  And  that  liC  hz-.-c  the  b'Klics 
of  the  parties;  aforesaid  bcfcie  the  King  in  the  Quinzaine  of  Trinity,  where- 
soever iS:c. 

[Rej-nold  ii-id  Joiin  and  Hugh,  th.c  three  reeves,  seem  to  have  cssuracd  no 
surname  in  1306.     "Before  the  king"- — before  the  court.] 

The  trespass  claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  doubtless,  w?---  that  Gil- 
bert Blisse  had  been  using  some  structure  or  land  at  the  displeasure 
of  the  plaintiff,  v.ho  likely  was  related  to  Margery  ]'jiis-:e,  and  the 
action  had  arisen  through  the  deatli  of  Marger^-'s  first  l-.u.-band, 
Robert  de  Ev.^ledone.  For  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  years 
following  this  Ev.'ledonc  incident  no  reference  to  a  Bliss  has  betii 
found  in  the  West  of  England.  But  a  v/estern  branch  of  the 
Blisses  springs  into  view  again  in  1-lSi,  adjacent  to  Shropshire,  in 
the  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Worcester,  having  probably  been 
saved  from  extinction  by  the  arrival  of  other  Blisses  from  the  Mid- 
lands. In  Hoi  a  William  Blj'sse  was  of  Tewkesbur>-,  Gloucester- 
shire, where  he  certainly  looked  upon  its  battle-scarred  abbey, 
around  which,  but  shortly  before,  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester 
(afterwards  Richard  III,  the  original  of  Shakespeare's  Richard  of 
the  humped  back  and  crooked  arm),  had  defeated  the  army  of  Mar- 
garet of  Anjou.     The  Wars  of  the  Roses  left  many  stragglers  and 

•  "  Gobitheway"  is  a  surname  derived  from  the  nickname  Go-by-the-way. 
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wounded  men  behind.  In  Uiis  connection  it  is  siginhcarit  tliat  this 
William  Dlysse  of  Tewkesbury  was  living  tlicrc  in  1-lSl,  holding  i;o 
real  estate  and  possessing  no  persona)  property.  However,  he  was 
but  twcniy-fu'e  miles  westward  frcmi  Salford  AMiot,  where  we 
found  Reginald  Blisse  taxed  an  hundred  years  earlier.  One  who 
studies  this  situation  carefullj-  is  very  liable  to  think  that  the  later 
Blisses  of  Gloucestershire  sprang  from  Reginald  Blisse  of  Salford 
Abbot,  either  tlirough  William  Blj^ssc  of  Tewkesbury,  or  a  Thomas 
Bl>-sse,  presumably  of  Bromsgrovc,  W'orcestershire,  of  whom 
prescntl}'. 

(Traiiilr.lion  from  die  original  Latin  record  in  tlic  Record  O.Tice,  Loudon.) 

Coram  Rege  Roll  S77,  Hilary  [icrm]  20  Edv/.  IV  [14S1]  mcmljiane  S  d^^rs. 

Gloucester.  Henry  Comyn  by  his  attorney  cfTcrcd  himself  on  the  fourth 
day  against  Robert  Hanker  of  Teukcsbury  in  the  county  aforesaid,  clerk,  and 
William  Elysse  of  Teukcsbury  aforesaid,  yeoman,  in  a  plea  of  trespass.  And 
ihey  did  not  come.  Order  was  given  to  the  slieriff  to  attach  ihcia.  The  sheriff 
ruturned  they  had  nothing  by  which  etc.  Therefore  the  sheriTi  was  ordered 
to  ta!:c  tliem,  and  bring  them  before  the  King  in  the  Quinzaine  of  Easter.  On 
which  day  the  sheriff  did  not  send  ihe  writ.  He  v.'as  therefore  ordered  to  biing 
the  defendants  on  the  Morrow  of  the  Ascension. 

The  Thomas  Blysse  identified  with  iJromsgrovc,  thirty  miles 
no!"l!;ward  of  Tewkesbury,  married  veil,  but  lie  had  to  sue  his 
stepson  in  the  national  court  at  London  for  an  annuity  due  to  hh 
wife.  The  evidence  is  an  interesting  illustration  of  the  method  of 
procedure  in  \ogut;  circa  15G0. 

(The  original  parchments  bearing  the  declarations  of  tliis  plaintiff  and  the 
defendant,  as  made  by  their  respective  attorneys,  arc  on  file  at  th.e  Reco'-d 
Oflicc,  London.) 

Early  Chaiicciy  Proceedings,  Bill,  ar-d  Ans-.vers,  2SS-7S.     [1500-1515.: 

To  the  most  revrend  fadr  in  god  William,  Archebishop  of  Cauntrbiiry  & 
Chanccller  of  England. 

Humbly  complaynyng  shewyth  unto  yor  good  &  gracyous  lordship  yor 
dayly  oratours  &  pore  bcdc  folks  Thomas  Bljsse  &  Margery  hys  WyiTe  late 
wyffe  of  Harry  Berne  that  vvlier  a  pon  cominimycacion  of  m.iriage  hadde  c<: 
solempnysed  betweyn  the  seyd  Harry  &  Margery  hyt  v;as  agreed  by  Thouias 
Borne  fadr  of  the  sej'd  Harry  whos  scr.  &  heyr  api)aratit  he  then  v.-as  that  tl:e 
seyd  Harry  and  Margery  shulde  ha^•e  an  annuyte  of  XXs  yerely  goyng  o'.vt  of 
too  mesys  [messuages]  C  [100]  acres  of  land  medov/e  &  pasture  sett  &;  beyng  in 
Belbrouthton.  And  in  the  parysshe  of  Brom.ysgrove  yn  the  Countie  of  Worcestr 
v.'hercof  Willim  Ac  [torn]  Esquier  Thomas  Crabbe  &  other  feffeys  [feoffees]  to 
the  use  of  the  sair.e  Thomas  Borne  where  then  scsyd  in  theyr  demene  as  of  ffee 
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to  Iiaw  i5c  ice\'e  the  same  aimuall  rent  to  the  seyd  Ilaii y  <!^:  Maix,cr>-  duryng  tlic 
lyvys  [li\'Ctf]  of  the  scyd  'I'huiiias  aucl  of  on  Agnes  llicn  hys  '.vyUe  i'i'ydr  &  niodr 
of  the  sejd  llarri  and  tliai  aftr  thc>r  decoas  estate  of  all  the  scid  lands  &-  tents 
[tenements]  shnldc  be  nuidj  to  the  se>d  Ilany  &  Alaigery  and  tlie  lieyrs  of 
the  body  of  the  se\"d  Harry  licgoten,  &  }"or  supi)lia;ito  say  tliat  tl.c  tej^d  Harry 
and  I\Iargcr\-  Duryng  the  hdes  of  ilie  scyd  Th.onias  &  Agnes  whcr  truly  content 
&  payed  of  the  same  XXs  ycrclj-  and  aftr  the  scyd  Thomas  &  Agjies  dyed  &. 
the  sej'd  Harry  &  ?.Iarger\-  hadd  yssiie  between  theme  on  Thomas  Borne  and  the 
scyd  Harry  dyed  aftr  whoj^s  detlie  the  scyd  Margery  tokc  to  hiisbandc  the 
scyd  Thomas  Blysse  so  yt  [it]  hys  [is]  gracyous  lord  that  the  seyd  Thomas 
Borne  soiie  of  the  seyd  Harry  &  Margery  seth  [since]  the  deth  of  hys  fathyr 
whoys  hcyr  he  ys  hath  optcyncd  t'lc  state  &  possession  of  the  seyd  lanfls  & 
tents  frome  the  scyd  feffcys  and  }-or  supijliants  have  often  tymcs  required  the 
seyd  Thomas  the  son  to  rnakc  estate  of  the  seyd  m.eses  lands  &  tents  to  the 
seyd  Margery  for  the  time  of  hyr  lyffc  th.e  remayncr  to  the  hcyrs  of  the  body 
of  the  seyd  Harry  accordyng  to  the  \\'y'le  &  intent  of  the  scyd  Thomas  Borne 
the  grand  father  appon  the  seyd  m.aryagc  hadde  as  ys  aforesayd,  and  the  seyd 
Thonias  the  son  of  hys  on  [own]  natural  disposiclon  wiiie  in  noowysc  sooffre 
the  seyd  Margery  hys  mother  to  take  the  pfyis  of  the  se\"d  larids  S:  tents  no 
[nor]  of  any  pte  thereof,  ne  vrylle  make  to  hyr  estate  as  ys  aforesaid  in  consj-dcr- 
acion  wliercof  lliat  yt  Wylle  please  yor  seyd  lordshyp  so  grauuted  a  wrytte 
subpcna  to  be  dyrcctcd  to  the  se^  d  Tliomas  Borne  comaundying  hyni  b^  tlie 
same  to  appere  before  the  kyng  in  hys  Cliaimcrye  at  a  ccrleyn  day  by  yor  good 
lordfihj-p  to  be  lymytted  ther  to  auuswer  to  the  prmysses  &  to  be  ordered 
accordyng  to  right  coiiscyens  a:id  yor  suppiyants  wylle  pay  to  god  for  the  prsvacon 
[preservation]  of  yor  good  lordslij-p. 

!  Wills  Johiison  dc  LoiKlon,  Brcv.cr. 


Pleg  de  po|  j^j^^^  Walker  de  cad  [London]  Taylour. 

(Membrane  79) 

This  is  the  answer  of  Thomas  Borne  to  the  bill  of  cornpla}-nt  of  Thouias 
Bl}s=e  &  r.Iargric  his  wide. 

The  said  Tliomas  Eorne  scitli  that  the  said  bill  of  complaynt  ys  uncerteyiio  t^ 
insufhcyaunt  &  the  mater  theryn  feyncd  &  detrmynablc  by  the  cos  [course] 
of  the  comcn  lav\'e  and  for  further  answer  in.  the  p''ip.i££is  seitli  apon  coicacori 
of  maridge  had  betwcne  the  seid  Hcnr  Borne  <S:  Margric  his  late  wilT  it  vras 
covenaunted  &  agreed  betwcne  the  seid  Thomas  Berne  and  oon  [one]  Willyarn 
Nutte  flathir  to  the  scid  margric  that  Siche  an  Annuite  of  XXs  &  estate  shu'de 
be  madf;  to  the  seid  Henr  &  Margrie  apon  ccndicon  &  covenaunts  foluwyng 
that  ys  to  sey  that  yf  the  seid  Wiilm  Nutte  contented  &  payd  in  mariage  wt 
[with]  his  sold  dorghtr  certen  somnies  of  money  that  then  siche  estate  shuld 
be  made  by  the  scid  Thomas  Borne  to  dyvrsc  fefl'ey,  butt  the  seid  Thcm.as 
Borne  lor  firther  answer  seirh  tha.t  the  seid  Willm  Nutte  nevr  payd  the  seid 
somes  of  money  by  reason  wliereof  breche  of  covenaunts  were  made  on  the 
behalfe  of  the  scid  Willm  Nutte  &  not  apon  the  behalf  of  the  seid  Thms  Burne 
the  ffather  And  firther  more  the  scid  Thomas  the  son  sclth  that  all  the  seid 
lands  were  intajlcd  to  the  seid  Thomas  Borne  &  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully 
begoten  is:  now  t!ie  seid  Thomas  is  next  cosyn  &  heir  to  the  seid  Thorns  Burno  etc. 
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The  next  rocorcl  of  tlie  Gloucestershire  Blisses  i;5  that  of  tlie 
Thomas  Blyssc  who  died  at  Tainswick  in  No\-eniber,  155S.  In 
those  times  woman  was  not  as  highly  esteemed,  esi-.ccially  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law,  as  nowadays;  one  cannot  say  that,  however,  of  the 
bride's  "dot"  (dov/ry).  It  will  occur  to  the  reader  tliat  this  man 
maj'  have  liccn  a  son  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  BIj-sse  who  sued 
Th.omas  Borne.  We  will  not  doubt  it,  but,  as  no  proof  thereof 
exists,  no  claim  thereon  is  here  made.  It  is  plain,  hov.-ever,  that 
the  American  Blisses  of  163S  did  not  descend  from  the  Gloucester- 
shire branch  of  the  family. 

(Tills  testament  is  on  file  in  tiie  Consistory  Court  of  the  Bis'nop  of  Gloncest';r) 
— (Abstract). 
V.'ill  doled  24  Aiigiisl  155S. 

Thomas  Blysse  of  Painsvvick,  County  Gloucester,  Yeoman.  Buried  iv  the 
CknrcJ:  cl  Pains::.ick.  I  give  to  George  Blysse  my  Brolher  10  V.'cthcrs  &c  S:c. 
&  all  manner  of  Standerds  that  is  in  ni}'  house  after  death  of  my  '\\'ife  Joynyiig 
to  any  vail  naylcd  or  pynned  so  that  ni}'  bequest  to  said  George  be  in  va!i;o 
£6:10:4. 

To  Ja/r.ys  my  boyc  405  -  one  coete  &c  iS:c. 

2"o  Elizabeth  viy  Sys'er  405- 

To  Murgaret  my  Sysler  40s- 

To  Elizabeth  Tay  my  Servant  .?0s- 

To  John  Jakys  one  cliylver  slieep  iSrc. 

To  Edvvarde  my  boye  one  shj-ppe  &c. 

At  day  of  rr.y  burial  to  be  bestov/ed  aniong  the  poor  people  £5. 

ON'crsecrs  Antony  Vi'atts,  John  ^^'a•:ts,  T!;omar  ClyscoIJo  Vr.z  your.gcv  Jl 
John  Hamons.  All  these  legacy's  if  V\"ife  docs  not  marry  to  be  pp.kl  at  reason- 
able tj'nie.  Rest  and  residue  of  goods  to  Jave  my  Wife  whom  I  ijiake  my  full 
Execuirix.  \Vitnes\es  Sr.  John  Hartelond  curate  of  Slroude,  Antor;y  Watts, 
John  Hamons,  John  ^A'atts,  John  Foorde  willi  othci  jaore.  Proved  21  ^'c- 
vembcr  155S. 

The  testator  died  v.-ithout  issue,  apparently.  His  brother, 
George  Blj'sse,  and  others  perpetuated  the  Bliss  name  in  County 
Gloucester.  Therein  the  family  tlourished  afterwards  as  nowliere 
else  in  England,  sa^•e  in  the  Northamptonshire  Midlands,  arid  from 
it  occasional  members  renu>\'ed  to  the  southward.  Gloucestershire, 
however,  yielded  no  Bliss  tribute  for  America  until  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  Gloucester  records  have  been  examined  in  full  detail 
to  1700,  yielding  much  evidence.  Interesting  as  is  this  evidence 
to  1670,  but  little  of  it  is  essential  to  these  printed  pag-^s.  After 
saving  a  fev.'  more  items  from  "time's  aye  deepening  sea,"  we  will 
return  to  the  Midlands  of  Kngland,  there  to  take  an  eastward  view. 
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The  ancestry  of  llio  Blisses  who  scLllccl  iu  America  about  1835 
has  been  establislud  by  the  author  back  to  Walter  Blysse  of  1563. 

Inqui.-ition  Post  Morlcm  on  file  at  the  Record  Ofuce,  London,  Sciics  II, 
113,  1565.  [hiqiiisiiions  were  made  into  the  estates  of  persor.!5  dyuig  as  Crown 
tenants  to  determine  th.cir  possessions,  and  wlio  was  the  rightful  heir,  etc.] 

Inquisition  taken  at  Cirencester,  Gloucester,  9  Oct.,  7  Elizabeth  (1565). 

WiUm  P'ttrygcarmigor  &  cscheatoron  the  estate  of  "Walteris  Eiissc  yoman" 
who  died  seized  of  a  capital  messuage  and  the  houses  and  lands  in  Frampton 
MaunccIL 

Thomas  Blysse  is  the  eldest  son  and  heir;  Margi-ret  is  the  widow. 

Walter  Hiiss  died  S  August,  5th  of  Eiizaix-th  (1563). 

Cirencester,  where  the  jur}-  of  the  inquisition  met,  is  thirteen 
miles  from  Painswick.  Frampton  iManscll  is  in  the  parish  of  Sap- 
perton  adjoining  Bislcy  and  Chalford.  Painswick  became  the  chief 
Bliss  town  in  the  County  of  Gloucester.  The  various  Bliss  residents 
thereabouts  were  all  clc-)sely  related,  but  we  need  not  weary  the 
reader  with  the  details  that  have  been  accumulated  of  their  rcla- 
tirmship,  as  revealed  in  the  various  records  of  the  se^•eral  jjarishes, 
beyond  what  is  given  in  the  annexed  sumniary  of  the  descendants 
of  the  said  Walter  Blysse,  who  died  in  1563. 

The  Bliss  family  continued  to  increase  in  riunJ^ers  as  \\ell  as 
in  their  possessions  and  position  in  the  sixteenth  ccntuiy.  No 
retrogression  is  visible.  It  spread  to  other  places  in  Gloucester- 
shire; to  Emload,  Worcestershire,  where  in  1648  lived  a  Th.omas 
Bliss  with  sons,  Thomas,  Richard,  Roger  (will,  1665),  William, 
ar.d  John  [Chancery  Proceeding  B.  61-38.  1648];  to  Stow-on-tho- 
Wold  and  to  Chudlcigh,  Devon.  The  eighteen  probate  docunicnts 
on  file  at  Gloucester  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  the  Bisliop  of 
Gloucester  have  been  studied,  but  yield  nothing  that  is  necessary  to 
quote. 

John  Blisse,  son  of  Antony  of  Painswick,  graduated  from  Oxford 
University  in  1668.  Robert  Blisse  had  the  temerity  to  stand 
charged  with  being  a  Royalist  in  1651,  when  he  was  ordered  by  tlie 
Cromweliian  Government  of  tiie  Commonwealth  to  pay  a  fine  of 
£140,  to  renounce  his  loyalty  to  "Mr.  Charles  Stuart"(afterwards 
Charles  II),  and  to  take  oath  of  allegiance  to  tlie  Common  v.  ealth, 
or  prove  his  innocence  of  being  a  Royalist  within  three  weeks. 
[Royalist  Composition  Papers  ^^  G.,  25,  p.  20.] 

From  the  many  records  in  hand  of  the  Blisses  of  Gloucestershire 
we  have  erected  tlie  appended   table,  showing  the  descent   to  Sir 
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Henry  ]3Iiss,  K.C.I.K.,  cx-Govcrnor  of  JMaclra?,  now  residing  at  his 
seat  "'l"he  Abbey,"  Abingdon,  Berkshiic,  England,  who  has  mani- 
fested a  deep  interest  in  the  author's  discoveries.  The  table  also 
reveals  the  line  of  descent  from  Walter  Blysse  of  1563  to  Robert 
Bliss  of  Chipping  Norton,  Oxfordshire,  \\'\\o  emigraled  to  tlie 
United  States  about  1835,  and  died  in  New  Jersey,  leaving  issue. 

Walter  Blysse  of  Frampton  jNIanseil  in  Sapperton,  Gloucester- 
sh.ire,  mairied  Margaret,  and  died  in  1563  leaving  a  will.  His 
estate  was  the  subject  of  the  inquisition  post  mortem  held  on 
October  9,  1565,  as  noted.  He  had  issue,  Tiiomas,  Isntherine, 
Bridget,  and  Richard. 

(Probate  Registry,  Gloucester.) 

Will  of  Walter  Blysse  of  Saperton  in  the  County  of  Gloucester  clalcJ  the 
2nd  of  August  1563: 

I  desire  to  be  buried  ".vitliin  the  Cf.urchyard  of  Saperton  I  gi\'c  to  Thomas 
my  Son  all  my  tyinber  iS:  wood  &  underwood  grovring  within  the  Lordshipp  of 
Frani[)tori  Mansell  &  all  uiy  wood  in  parish  of  Byselcy  &  alb:o  all  my  wood  in 
parish  of  Mysordene  S:  also  a  great  pott  &c.  I  gi\e  to  Ry.hard  my  Son 
£13.  6.  S  to  be  payd  as  hereinafter  is  mentioned  I  give  to  Kateryr.  my  daughter 
£13.  6.  S  >?:  also  my  best  cow  I  give  to  Brygett  my  daughter  £10  I  gWc  to 
Walter  R.ogcrs  Karry  Rogers  &:  Elyzabetli  Rogers  3  ewes  equally  I  gc\-e  in 
Rose  Sherburne  one  cvre  I  geve  to  Tlionias  Borne  a  v.-cynyrg  cow  cnlt  I 
gcvc  to  the  reparation  of  the  Church  of  Saperton  4  Busliclis  of  Barley 

To  Gj-lcs  Poole,  Knyght,  Umfery  Werkcman,  Thomas  Co.v,  Robert  Hancock 
John  Bakett  &  Thomas  Rogers  £5  by  equal  portions  whont  I  make  oversL-er.^ 
The  payment  of  £5  shall  be  owt  of  \^■esterIey  against  Tv.ysell  Mj-11  Joyn'nrr 
to  John  Hoptons  closse  I  give  to  my  daughter  Kateryu  durir.g  nonage  of  m.y 
heyre  20s  yearly  going  fcrthe  of  my  lande  at  Mcrcombe  in  parish  of  ?vIysorden. 
I  give  to  Margaret  my  V/ife  during  the  nonage  of  n\y  heyre  -10s  b\-  the  ycre  going 
forth  of  my  Manyson  House  of  Frampton  I^Iansell.  I  give  to  Rychard  my  Son 
during  nonage  of  my  heyre  20s  by  the  yere  going  fcrthe  of  my  land  at  Avcnasse 
wi'hin  the  parish  of  Bislcy  ^My  Will  is  that  Tl-.omas  iny  Son  .^haii  na!;e  a 
sure  estate  of  one  mease  [me.ssuage]  with  all  lands  &c  nov/  in  toraur  of  Thomas 
Wynston  to  Richard  Bli>5C  my  Son  for  term  of  his  life  immediately  after  the 
term  of  Thomas  \\'ynston  is  e.xpired  reserving  tlie  ould  rent  unto  sd  Tliomas 
Blissc  &  to  his  heirs  for  e\-er  Provided  aiv/ays  that  Margaret  mj  Wife  shall 
have  the  custody  of  all  goods  (S:c  bequeathed  to  my  children  during  their  nonage 
upon  condif'Oii  that  she  do  not  marry  but  if  she  do  marry  llion  goods  to  bo  given 
into  the  hands  &  custody  of  Gyles  Poole,  Knyght,  Umfrey  Werkcman,  Thomas 
Cox,  Robert  Hancocke,  John  Bakett  for  sole  use  of  my  children.  The  t.ums 
of  £13.  6.  8  to  Son  Rycliard  &  daughter  Kateryn  &  £10  to  dauglUer  Bryd-ett 
shall  be  paid  to  them  when  they  shall  come  to  full  age  &  if  either  die  befofu  th-jy 
come  to  full  age  then  their  part  to  go  to  tlie  survivor  &  said  yearly  legacies  to 
be  paid  to  them  at  the  Feast  of  Saint  Michael  the  Archangel  &  the  Annun- 
ciation of  our  Ladj'. 
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Residue  of  my  goods  I  gi\'e  inito  Margaret  my  Wile  ^   'riiomas  my  son 
\vhom  I   make  Solo  lixciui uixts. 
Witnesses:    Jolin  Bakett,  Thomas  Rogers  t^c  oiliers 
Proved  12tli  December  1565 

\Yo  have  traced  the  descendants  of  the  testator's  eldest  son, 
Thomas,  for  five  generations  but  they  show  no  emigrant  to  America. 
Attention  is  therefore  directed  particularly  to  the  testator's  son 
Richard  and  the  lattcr's  descendants: — 

Richard  Blyssc"  (Walter^  died  1563)  was  under  age  in  1562; 
his  wife  was  buried  at  Bisley  25  April,  1616;  they  had  Marie,  bap- 
tized at  Bisley  2S  Feb.,  1597;  Anne,  baptized  16  March,  15.S1,  and 
married  there  28  April,  160S,  Richard  Taylor;  and  a  son  William 
Blissc  baptized  at  Bisley  3  March,  1594,  married  Marie,  and  was 
buried  there  10  Aug.,  164-1.  This  Wiliiani  Biisse  left  a  will  now 
filed  at  Gloucester: — 

\\'ill  of  \^'illiam  Blissc  of  Bisley,  Glos,  Eroad\vca\cr, 

I  give  unto  Marie  my  \\'ife  my  messuage  at  Frampton.  Mansell,  Glos.  &  2 
acres  of  land  l>ing  in  tlie  Beacon  field  which  1  hold  by  Leasf^  from  Gyles  Blisse 
of  Frampton.  I  give  the  leases  of  my  messuage  at  Frampton  &c  unto  Thomas 
my  Son  at  decease  of  my  W'ife,  my  Son  Thomas  to  pay  unto  Eli.-tahcth  and 
Sarah  m>-  two  youngest  daughters  wlien  they  aitain  21  £5  eacli.  I  gi\-o  unto 
each  of  my  seven  youngest  children  namely  Robert,  JchU;  Gyks,  Joseph.,  I-latn- 
erine,  Elizabeth  &  Sarah  £7  to  each  of  tlicm  as  they  shall  come  to  26  years. 
My  \^'ill  is  that  £50  of  my  money  \\hich  is  in  Jolin  Bickes  liand  to  be  put  to 
interest  towards  the  bringing  up  of  my  children 

Residue  of  my  goods  &c  I  give  unto  Marie  my  \\'ife  whor'-  I  n?':?  E::ccutr:?: 
&  I  nominate  and  appoint  my  friends  Walter  Blisse  Walter  Restell  &  John  Webb 
of  Avenesse  to  be  my  Overseers     Will  dated  8  August  164-1- 
Witncsscs:    Ferdinando  Snowe,  Walter  Blisse 

Proved  at  Fain.-wick 
5  August  1645 

The  testator  had  five  sons  and  three  daughters:  Thomas  Blisse 
(William',  Richard",  Walter^),  the  eldest  son,  was  baptized  at  Bisley 
16  Oct.,  1623,  had  a  lease  of  property  at  Frampton  Mansell,  married 
Hannah  Steevens  at  Avening  20  Oct.,  166-1,  and  had  two  sons,  Thomas 
and  Edward.  Thomas,  the  elder  son,  had  Samuel,  baptized  at  Bisley 
25  Sept.,  17 IS;  Edward,  baptized  there  14  'Sov.,  1720,  who  married 
Sarah  Brandcis  at  Moreton-in-the-?\Iarsh,  1759,  he  dying  there  in 
1797,  leaving  a  will  naming  his  children. 

Edv.ard  Bliss  (Thomas*,  William',  Richard',  Walter')  (baptism 
unrecorded)  married  Mary  Smart  at  Avening,  Gloucestershire,  4 
Dec,  1726,  and  had  Thomas,  baptized  at  Bisley  IS  Aug.,  1729,  and 
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Iniriocl  there  29  Sept.,  1729;  John,  baptized  llierc-  26  Dec,  1730,  and 
settled  at  Chippinp:  Norton,  Oxfordshire;  Anne,  baptised  at  ]3islcy  15 
Feb.,  1732,  and  buried  there  26  Aug.,  173-1;  and  Thomas,  as  follows:— 

Thomas  Bliss  (Kd\vard^  Thomas',  \ViIlianv\  Ricluuxl",  Walter') 
was  baptized  at  Bisley  30  May,  1736.  He  resided  in  ihat  part  of 
Bisley  whieh  has  since  been  set  off  as  the  parish  of  Chalford.  He 
removed  to  Chipping  Norton  and  married  there  in  175S  Ann  Insall 
of  that  place,  born  in  1739  or  1740.  He  seems  to  have  become 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloth,  which,  \\-ith  farming, 
had  been  the  \-ocation.  In  various  ways,  of  his  anccstoi's.  He  died 
tliere  in  1 798.  He  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters  at  Chipping 
Norton.  Of  these  the  second  son,  Thomas,  was  born  In  1761,  died 
in  1841,  leaving  sons,  Rev.  Thomas  and  Rev.  Frederick  Bliss;  the 
third  son,  Edv.-ard,  was  born  12  Sept.  and  died  25  Oct.,  1763;  the 
fifth  son,  Edwin,  was  born  1  Jan.,  1776;  of  the  five  daughters,  Hanmh 
Insall  Bliss,  born  5  March,  1765,  died  in  1840,  married  Mr.  Hands 
of  Coventry;  Mary,  born  19  Dec,  1775,  married  Mr.  Gurson  of 
Coventry;  Ann,  born  7  April,  177S,  died  joung;  Ellzabeih,  born 
26  July,  1780,  died  in  1813;  Jane,  born  19  July,  1782,  married  Mr. 
Haines  of  Bath  and  died  in  1856.  Of  the  tv.o  remainliTT  sons, 
John,  the  eldest,  and  \\'illiani,  the  fourth  son,  v/e  mention  their 
descendants  to  date,  beginning  with  John: — 

John  Bliss  (Thomas^  Edward^  Thomas-,  William',  Richard", 
Walter'),  born  at  Chipping  Norton,  Oxfordshire,  22  July,  1760, 
married  (1),  in  1786,  Mary  E.  Jefreries;  (2)  An^e  Donne,  12  .'\'ar:-I:, 
1807,  at  St.  John's  Church,  Hampstead,  London,  N.  W.  He  prac- 
ticed medicine  In  London  and  died  at  Bath,  15  Feb.,  1832.  His 
sons  were  Rev.  William  Bliss,  born  In  1792,  by  the  first  v/ife 
and  Rev.  James  Bliss.  The  former  was  of  Oriel  College,  O:';ford 
University.  He  married  Jane  I\L  Bridges  and  died  5  Feb.,  1850, 
leaving  an  only  son,  William  Henry  Bliss,  born  26  April,  1335, 
at  Newton  St.  Loo,  Cornwall,  v.-ho  married  Jane  Wray  at  Lh-erpool 
4  May,  1859,  and  became  the  .special  representative  of  the  Ma=tcr 
of  the  Ro'.is  in  the  great  v.-ork  of  cxaminirig  and  trajislatlng,  for 
the  English  Co^-ernment,  from  the  Papal  Ftegistcrs  in  the  Vatican 
Library  at  Rome,  various  ancient  records  for  the  ehicidation  of 
English  history.  Sonic  volumes  of  his  work  have  been  published 
by  the  English  Government.  He  died  at  Rome  S  March,  1909, 
having  been  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  a  daughter, 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Digby  Koe,  of  Blesslngton  Road,  L-^wIsham,  London,  S.  E., 
is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  the  book  of  original  manuscript  entitled 
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Alphabet  of  Armcs,  which  was  writ  ten  hy  one  of  tlie  heralds  of  the 
College  of  Arms,  London,  ai)[)arently  early  in  the  reigii  of  Queen. 
Elizabeth.  TJiis  nianusciipt  contains  a  description  of  the  Bliss  coat-of- 
arnis  showing  that  the  device  considerably"  antedates  the  manuscript. 

Re\-.  James  Bliss  (John'',  Thomas^,  Edward^,  Thomas\  William', 
Richard",  Walter')  v.as  born  9  Aug.,  ISOS,  married  I\Iary  Fellowcs 
at  Bradford-oii-ANon,  Wilts,  4  Dec,  1838,  and  died  S  Nov.,  1894, 
Me  held  several  cures;  his  last  was  the  rectory  of  JNIanningford 
Bruce,  Wilts.  His  sons  were  Henry  William,  Charles  John  Marriott 
(Lieut.  R.  N.,  died  1S70),  William;  the  daughters  were  Emily  Mary, 
Lucy  Ann  Frances,  Mary  Eliza,  Julia  (all  now  deceased),  and  Cathe- 
rine Arabella,  Margaret,  Gertrude,  Georgina,  Helen  Jane,  and 
Louisa.  The  eldest  son,  Sir  Henry  \Villiam  Bliss,  K.C.LE.,  of 
Abingdon,  aforesaid,  was  born  23  Feb.,  1340,  at  Bradford-on-Avon; 
CLE.  1889;  B.A.  O.^ford;  entered  Indian  Civil  Service  (Madras), 
1863;  Commissioner  of  Salt  Revenue,  1878;  Fellow  of  Madras  Uni- 
versity, 1882;  Member  of  Finance  Committee,  1886;  Member  of 
Board  of  Revenue  and  Commissioner  of  Salt  and  Abkari  Revenue, 
18S7;  Member  of  \'iceroy's  Legislative  Council,  1890-92;  Member 
of  Council,  Madras,  1893-8;  acted  as  Governor  of  ^Lidras,  1896; 
retired  from  LC.S.,  1898;  Member  London  Counly  Council,  Holborn 
Division,  1901-7;  married  (1).  1863,  Alary  (died  1876),  daugliter  of 
Edmund  Rcndle;  (2),  1879,  Edith  (died  30  May,  1898),  daughter 
of  James  Wheeler,  of  Great  Cumberland  Place,  London;  (3),  6  Nov., 
1900,  Florence,  second  surviving  daughter  of  Sir  Fredoricl:  Joseph 
Bramwell,  Bart.  The  children  of  Sir  Henry  Bliss,  by  the  first  mar- 
riage, wxrc  Beatrice  Mar}-  (married  Robert  Macdonald,  1S86), 
diaries  Ernest  (deceased),  Francis  Henry  (deceased),  Jam.cs  Arthur 
(major  in  the  Lidian  arm\-,  M.\".0.),  Charles  (major  in  th.c  Indian 
army);  by  the  second  marriage,  Henry  James  V/'heeler,  Godfrey 
Jolm  Wheeler,  Philip  Wheeler  (Lieut.  Royal  Engineers). 

'J'he  only  line  of  Bliss  out  of  Gloucestershire  to  America  comes 
through  William  Bliss  (Thomas*,  Edward*,  ThomasS  Wilh■am^ 
Richard',  Walter^),  born  at  Chipping  Norton,  O.xfordshire,  3  Oct., 
1764,  married  20  Dec,  1792,  at  Taynton,  O.xon.,  Hannah  Lay,  born 
at  Burford,  O.kou.,  14  Feb.,  1771  and  died  in  1813.  He  was  appren- 
ticed in  the  woolen,  industry  at  Chaiford,  Gloucestershire  about 
1778  and  became  a  manufacturer  of  woolens,  especially  kerseys,  at 
Chipping  Norton,  where  "Blisses' Tweeds"  are  still  produced.  His 
children  were  Mar>-,  born  23  Oct.,  1793;  Thomas,  born  3  Nov.,  1794, 
died  1837;  Ann,  born  29  July,   1796,   married  Thomas  Parsons  of 
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Strum!,    Gloucc^'LcisIiiic;    .lain.',    \>u\-n    21    Jan.,    1/99,    inan-icd    M. 
Rirhnnlson,  and  died  in  1835;  RoL)Cit,  who  cniiyraLed  lo  America; 
Maria,  born  26  iMay,   1806,  married  Francis  Parker  {who  died  in 
1898),  and  died  16  Dec,  1893,  leaving  five  clilidren;  Elizabeth,  born 
2-1  March,  1808,  married  David  Willcinsoa,  and  emigrated  to  Aus- 
tralia, in  1852,  dying  there  2  Dec,  1889,  lea\  ing  i^=bue;  Sarah,  born 
5  Dec,  1812,  died  in  1813;  and  WilHam  BHss  of  Chipping  Norton, 
born    18   Sept.,    1810,   married    IS  Sept.,    1838,   Eh"zabeth   Cleaver, 
and   died    26    Feb.,    1883.     His    children    v.ere   x'Vnna    Maria,   born 
26  Jul) ,  1842,  married  Samuel  Flint  and  died  1  Nov.,  1833,  leaving 
four  daughters;  William  Bliss,  born  2  iNlarcb,  184-1,  married,  1869, 
I'arjiy    Elizabeth    Ccrdcux   and   had   six   sons;    Esther    Elizabeth, 
born  19  Oct.,  1847,  married  in  1870  Henry  Parker  Eurrov;s,  v,ho  died 
in  1871 — she  became  Principal  of  St.  Hilda's  Hall,  Oxfoid,  of  which 
her  daughter,  C.  M.  E.  Burrows,  is  novr  (1913)  the  Principal.    The  last 
child    of    William    and   Elizabeth  (Cleaver)   Bliss  was  Tvlary,  born 
21  .'\pril,  1850,  married  John  Scott  and  had  a  daughter  Muriel  Elsie, 
who  married  Humphrey  Bland  and  has  one  son  and  one  daughter. 
The    last    named    Robert    Bliss    (William'^,    Thomas^    Ed^vard^ 
^■homas^  William^   Pachard",  Walter^),   born   at  Chipping   Norton 
16  IMay,  1802,  married,  1830,  at  St.  Alark's,  Kensington,  London,  W., 
Mary  Ann  Dallctt,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  about  1855. 
He  resided  at  Westchester  and  Elizabeth,  New  Jcrse}-,  v/hcre  he  and 
his  wife  died.     The  U\o  eldest  of  their  nine  children  were  Dallctt, 
born  4   IMay,    1831,   at  Chipping  Norton,    England,   d^ed   i'l    1876, 
married  in  U.  S.  A.,  Virginia,  caghter  of  John,  and  Virginia  (Bushc}-) 
Dallett,   and   had   two  daughters  who  died   yotmg;   William,   bor;; 
4  July,  1832,  at  Chipping  Norton,  died  in  U.  S.  A.,  in  1390,  married 

(1)  Athenaide  (born,   1836;  died,   1876),  daughter  of  John  Dallctt, 

(2)  Anna  Dallett  (born,  1S43) ,  another  daughter  of  the  saldi  John- 
issue,  John  Bliss,  born  in  1862,  William,  died  in  1895,  F-obert  Parker, 
died  in  1900,  and  Anita,  born  in  1S75.  The  other  seven  children 
of  Robert  Bliss*  v^-ere  Thomas,  born,  in  1834,  died  young;  GccTgo 
Henry,  born  in  1835,  died  in  1857;  Louisa,  born  in  1838,  died  in  1900; 
Marlon,  born  in  1842,  died  young;  x^ugustus  Frederick,  born  in 
1844,  died  young;  Albert,  born  in  1846,  died  young:  and  Ernest 
Clarence  Bliss,  born  in  1S4S,  now  living  in  New  York  City,  unmarried. 

The  descendants  in  England  of  Robert,  John,  Giles,  and  Josenii 
Bliss,  brothers  of  Thomas  Bliss^  have  been  trticed  by  the  autho'-, 
but  as  none  of  these  lines  lead  to  America  the  data  are  reserved  for 
later  special   publication   in   England. 
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The   Blisses  of  Waterbeacli  and   East  Ancrlia 

Tlie  John  Blissc  to  whom  \vc  have  refcircd  as  being  at  Watcrbcach, 
Caniljridgcslurc,  In  llie  }'car  1272,  and  closely  portrayed  in  connec- 
tion with  John  Dh'ssc  of  Tyringham  (in  the  same  year  and  in  the  same 
records),  left  no  descendants  of  record  in  that  county.  He  does 
not  appear  again  himself  in  its  records;  nor  does  the  name  of  Bliss 
occur  in  Cambridgeshire  at  any  time  thereafter.  Waterbcach  in 
1272  was  upon  the  southern  part  of  a  great  marsh,  or  fen,  low  and 
unhealth}'.  IModernlj'  that  land  has  been  drained  and  improved, 
yet  it  is  still  mapped  as  a  fenland.  If  John  Blisse,  or  more  probably 
his  son,  left  Watcrbcach  for  a  better  location,  that  son  may  be  the 
William  Blysse  Y»'ho  with  his  son  John  appears  some  years  later  at 
Little  Sampford  in  the  county  of  Essex.  This  village  is  about  twenty- 
five  miles  soutlnvard  from  Watcrbcach,  and  upon  the  ancient  road 
that  led  direct  from  Watcrbcach  to  Maldon,  the  port  of  Essex  for 
trade  with  the  Continent,  and  also  on  the  ■waj'  to  London.  Inhere  is 
but  one  record  of  this  William  Blysse  and  his  son  of  Little  Sampford. 
It  is  the  record  of  a  man  who  had  thought  of  occupying  tliere  soirie 
land,  but  changed  his  mind  about  it.  The  represcntati^•eG  of  the 
other  party  to  the  negotiations  brought  an.  action  in  the  Court 
of  Com.nton  Pleas,  viz.: — 

Placila  de  I'anco.  (Court  of  Coalmen  Fleas)  Trinity  (term)  3:  Edwaid  I 
[1307]     rot.     228.    dors.     (Translation.) 

Essex.  The  essoins  of  Roger  le  v.ok  of  Saniford  offer  themselves  on  tl;e 
fourtli  daj'  against  John,  son  of  William  Bhsie,  in  a  plea  that  lie  should  V.ccij 
an  agreement  v.'ith  him  made  between  them  as  to  2>2  acres  of  land  and  ha!!'  a 
rood  of  meadow  v.iii!  the  appurtenances  in  Little  Sampford  etc.  And  he  did 
not  come.  And  he  was  summoned.  Judgment:  let  him  be  attached  to  be 
here  in  the  Q-.iinzaine  of  St  Alicliae!  etc.,  bv'  H.  de  Stanton. 

(The  original  of  tliis  document  is  in  the  Record  Office,  London.) 

The  matter  was  settled  without  further  court  record.  This  Item 
marks  tlie  first  ad\"ent  of  the  Bliss  name  into  the  count}-  of  Essex. 
The  devcloi)ment  of  the  family  in  that  shire,  however,  was  sliglit 
and  ephcnieral.  With  two  more  glimpses  this  line  of  the  Bliss 
family  becomes  extinct  in  Essex  for  a  long  time,  after  having  barely 
perpetuated  itself  there  for  three  or  four  generations: — 

Dc  Banco  Roll  (Xo.  270)  Trinity  Term,  1  Edward  IIL  (1336)  me.m.  91  d. 
(Translation  from  the  Latin  Original  in  the  Record  Office,  London.) 

Essex.     Margaret,  who  v.'as  wife  of  John  Blissc,  offers  herself  by  Joiui  Parker, 
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luT  alLoincy,  doinancling  ;ic;.iiiKit  William  J.cAxrjth  and  MUtii,  his  Wife,  one 
third  part  of  six  acres  of  land  witii  liic  appiirl<;nances  in  Little  Sanijifoid,  as  licr 
dov.cr  etc.  And  William  and  Ellen  by  John  de  Fynchyngfcid  tlieir  attorney 
conic  and  demand  view  thereof;  a  day  is  given  tlicm  till  a  month  after  Michael- 
mas; and   nicamvhilc,  etc. 

The  same  Margery  by  her  same  attorney  offers  licrsclf  on  the  fourth  day 
against  Margery,  \v!io  was  wife  of  John  Stubbere,  in  a  jilea  of  the  third  part  of 
sc\-en  acres  of  land  and  one  acre  of  wood,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Little 
Sanijiford,  and  against  Peter  attc  More  in  a  plea  of  one  third  part  of  1^2  acre 
of  land  and  one  acre  of  pasture,  with  the  apinirtcnances,  in  Great  Berdcfeid, 
wliich  biie  claims  in  dower  etc.  And  they  do  not  come.  And  they  had  a  day 
by  their  essoins  to  be  licre  this  day  after  thc>'  were  sunnrioncd  etc.  Judgtuent: 
let  the  aforesaid  third  parts  be  taken  into  the  lung's  hand,  and  a  day  appointed 
etc.     And  let  them  be  summoned  to  be  here  in  one  mcntli  of  Michaelmas. 

On  the  succeeding  roll  (rot.  25  d.)  being  IMichaelmas  term  1  Edward  III, 
there  are  entries  as  abo\'e,  recording  further  adjournments. 

The  second  glimpse  is  five  ^e^irs  later  in  one  of  the  villages  that 
adjoin  Little  Sampford  on  the  south,  at  Little  Bardlield  in  the  tow  n 
of  Great  Bardficld.  The  Thomas  Blisse  mentioned  was  certainly 
a  very  close  relative  of  John  Blysse  of  Sampford:-— 

Inquisitio  Nonarum  in  curia  pcaccar'i,  1-1  Edv.ara  UL  (year  Ll'tl)  Com. 
Essex.     Parva  Berdcfeid.     (Translation.) 

By  the  tax  Richard  \\'yiUcrr!od,  Tiiomas  Blisse  and  Simon  Pounds  arc 
charged  81i  which  are  the  tax.  And  afterwards  it  was  found  by  the  12  jurors 
that  it  is  not  worth  more  than  64s.  and  so  it  is  not  worth  the  tax  by  41i.  16s. 
as  appeals  in  the  present  rei.>.  .i  by  the  same  jurors  on  account  of  the  causes  in 
the  same. 

(Th.e  original  of  this  record  is  preserved  in  the  Record  O.Ojce,  London.) 

The  explanation  of  this  record  is  intercstirig  ir.duc-d.  It  illumi- 
nates the  state  of  the  kingdom,  the  subserviency  of  tlie  kiiig  to  Par- 
liament, the  method  and  significance  of  taxation,  and  of  the  status 
of  Thomas  Blisse.  In  1341  Parliament  granted  to  the  Crown  a 
subsidy  (tax  assessment)  of  one  ninth  upon  some  and  of  one  fifteenth 
Ujion  others  of  the  annual  value  (income)  from  their  Iiarvests,  sheep, 
wool,  and  merchandise.  The  record  shows  lio'.v  very  heavily  the 
people  were  called  upon  to  pay  (on  the  average  1-1 2th  cf  tlioir 
income)  for  the  wars  and  extravagances  of  their  king,  over  v.'hosc 
will  they  had  but  little  control,  and  whose  irivasion  of  France  in  133S 
had  beeri  so  unsuccessful. 

The  vei}'  small  parish  of  Little  Bardficld  was  taxed  for  £8.  This 
ta.xable  amount  was  determined  by  tiie  old  valuation  made  for  Pope 
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Nicholas  forty- nine  ycar^  earlier.  The  wars,  the  disturbed  trade, 
doalh  of  sheep,  mildew  in  corn,  land  left  uncultivated,  and  the 
general  effects  of  bad  times  had  reduced  the  taxal)le  value  of  the 
parish,  so  that  in  13-11  it  had  fallen  to  less  than  half  of  the  1292  figure. 
The  fuial  aniounl  with  which  the  three  men  were  charged  would 
be,  by  tl;e  present  monetary  standard,  some  thirteen  times  larger 
(if  not  more)  than  in  13-11.  Thomas  Blisse  therefore  paid  his  ninth 
or  fifteenth  of  the  valuation  of  his  third  of  the  total,  which  third 
would  have  been,  at  the  least,  £15,  by  present  reckoning.  This 
indicates  his  standing  in  Little  Bardficld  as  better  than  that  of  the 
majority  of  its  residents,  an  advance  for  the  Blisses  over  their  earlier 
status.  No  descendants  of  this  Thomas  Blisse  w"ent  to  America, 
and  his  immediate  descendants,  if  he  left  any,  cannot  be  traced 
with  certainty.  He  was  the  nearest  to  London  of  a.ny  known  Bliss 
of  his  time;  but  it  was  over  a  huridred  years  later  ere  the  Bliss  name 
became  of  record  in  London,  and  also  at  Bradwell,  in  Suffolk,  a  fev.' 
miles  northeastward  from  Little  Bardficld.  Hov/  close  the  rela- 
tionship was  between  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Blisse  and  the  following 
John  Blj-sse  cannot  be  ascertained.  Geographica.lly  both,  men  are 
arrayed  together.  A  com.plete  search  of  the  ancient  petitions  in 
the  Courts  of  Chancer}",  and  of  all  other  records  for  Suffoll:,  rcA'calcd 
only  this  bill  of  complaint,  wherein  one  John  Biysse  claim.s  a  hou-c 
and  ten  acres  of  land,  then  in  his  occupancy,  and  for  the  title  deeds 
of  which  he  sues.  There  is  no  further  record  of  this  suit.  We  fear 
that  John  Biysse  lost  his  case,  is  petitions  of  this  kind  v.'ere  n'.m'ierou3, 
generall}"  unsuccessful,  and  oft    i  without  merit. 

Ancient  Petitions  in  Chancery,  120-19.     l-iS6-1515. 

(Tlie  orginal  petition,  as  v/rittcn  by  John  Blysse's  attorney,  is  now  on  file  in 
the  Record  Oflicc,  London.) 

[Addressed.]  To  ihe  moste  Revent  fader  in  gcde  my  lord  archebyiihop 
of  Cauntcrb'.iry  ande   Chauncek-r  of   England. 

Humbly  shcweth  unto  your  grcious  lordship  your  daily  oratour  John  Blys=e 
tliat  where  your  seid  oratour  is  seased  in  his  demene  as  of  fee  and  in  a  mete 
[messuage]  and  X  acr  of  lande  v.iih  thapp[ur]tennccs  in  Bradwell  in  the  countic 
of  Suflolk.  And  so  seased  dyrs  [divers]  e\  Idcnce  charirs  ande  muniments  toucli- 
yng  the  seid  niese  and  lande  have  comen  to  the  possession  of  on  John  Water. 
And  so  it  is  graous  [graciou.s]  lorde  that  your  said  oratour  hath  often  and  many 
tymes  required  of  the  seid  John  Water  dely\re  of  the  seid  evidencs  charters 
ande  muniments  the  whech  to  delyvr  he  hath  at  all  tymes  uttrly  refused  and 
yet  rcfiise^h  contrare  to  all  reason  and  constience  and  forasmusth  as  your  Oratour 
knoweth  not  the  crte\'n  noumber  of  seid  e\idence3,  chartrs  and  muniments  nor 
wherein  thei  ben  conteigned  he  is  wtout  remcdie  by  the  cours  of  the  coen  [common] 
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l;i\w.  ricai  il  ihcrfur  yor  bcid  lordslu])  t!ic  prmisscs  considered  to  t;ruiUc  a  wiiL 
of  subnciia  to  lio  dyrcctcd  to  llie  scid  Jolm  Water  coiiiauiuij'n^;  livin  l)y  the  .-ame 
to  ni)[)crc  befor  ilic  Kyng  in  his  cliaun'-ric  at  a  crteyn  daie  and  under  crtcyn 
payn  by  your  seid  lordslilp  to  be  !>  liiitted  to  aiiswerc  to  tlic  pniiiL-scs  accordyiig 
to  ri^Iit  and  cor.scicncc  and  j'our  feid  oialour  shall  daily  pr>  for  the  prs\'acion 
of  yor  gaciou?  lordship. 

There  appears  to  be  no  other  record  of  a  Bliss  hi  the  county 
of  SnfToih.  Fifty  years  hater  another  John  Blysse  chiinied  Lammas 
in  Essex  as  his  place  of  residence,  but  he  had  gone  there  from  the 
extreme  northwest  of  England,  where  his  father,  Hugh  Blysse,  had 
some  time  jireviously  become  far  isolated  from  the  other  Blisrcs  of 
that  time.  The  plea  that  this  John  Blj'sse  laid  before  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Duch}'  of  Lancaster,  in  London,  in  1550,  is  not  suffi- 
ciently important  in  its  subject  to  require  quoting. 
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The   Blisses  of   London 

The  Blibscs  of  London  may  not  have  issued  from  the  near-by 
Essex  or  Suffolk,  but  we  may  grou!)  tlicni  therewith.  The  first 
Bfiss  in  London  is  tlic  most  notable  Bliss  of  reeord  in  England  up 
to  this  time.  His  father  cither  had  risen  to  the  position  of  an 
independent  landowner,  or  had  become  a  successful  man  of  business, 
able  to  send  his  son  to  a  university,  and  so  cause  h.im  to  become 
the  first  Bliss  to  graduate  from  Oxford.  In  the  Register  of  Oxford 
University  (V.  L,  p.  52)  the  son  is  mentioned: — 

John  Biisse  sup.  for  B.A.  22  April  1507,  adm.  19  June,  lie.  for  iM.A.  12  Feb. 
1511-2,  inc.,  15  Feb.,  sup.  for  B.  !Mcd.  5  and  18  Nov.  1513,  Adni.  4  Dec,  guardian 
of  Dan\erse  Chest  in  summer  1513,  had  to  replace  his  share  of  £3,  deficient 
in  it  July  1515,  fellow  of  Merton,  Fasti  20. 

Also  in  the  same  register  appears  another  Bliss  unidentified 
further: — 

Richard  Blyssc  sup  for  degree  of  B.A.,  25  Nov.  1527 
Richard  Blysse  sup  for  degree  of  M.A.,  Oct.  1531 

In  AJuninl  Oxonieiisis  occurs: — 

Biisse  John  B.A.,  15  June  1507,  M.A.  1511-12,  D.Med.,  1527-8,  Fcllovr 
of  College  of  Physicians  [London]  1529,  a  learned  physician  and  astronoraer, 
guardian  of  Danver's  chest  in  1513,  practised  in  London  and  died  at  Blackfriars 
1530. 

This  John  Biisse  died  a  good  Catholic  and  apparently  without 
issue.     His  v;ill  is  interesting  on  account  of  its  provisioiis  for  his  soul. 

(This  will  is  registered  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Carter- 
bury,  London.     Register  Jankyn  folio  19.) 

Will  of  John  Blysse  of  London  Doctor  of  Physic,  dated  10  April,  1530. 

la  Dei  Noie  Amen.  I  John  Blysse,  Doctor  of  Pliesike.  being  of  !io!e  mynd 
(iav.-did  and  praysid  be  allmyghty  god)  reniembrvng  my  mortalite  ma!:e  and 
ordeyne  this  my  last  v.'il!  and  testament  the  IGth  day  of  Aprell  in  the  yore  of  our 
Lords  blissid  incaniacion  1530,  and  in  th.e  21  year  of  the  rcynge  of  King  Henry 
the  eiglit  First,  I  bequcthe  my  so\\le  to  Allmyghty  god  my  m.aVer  and 
Redeemer  and  to  the  glorious  \'irgin  TJa.y  his  mother  and  to  all  the  holy  com- 
pany of  Hcvin  and  my  body  to  be  buryed  v.ithin  the  church  of  the  blakefrieis 
v.her  I  dwell  at  the  di.'^crescion  of  mync  executours  with.c  as  lyttel  pompe  and 
cost  as  shal  be  thov.-ght  convenient  by  my  said  e.xecutours.  Allso  I  bequcth.e  to 
the  hye  aulier  of  the  said  church  3£4d.  Itm,  I  will  t'lat  a  iiole  Trcntall  of  Masses 
be  said  for  me  at  my  burying  and  another  hole  trcntall  at  the  monthcs  day 
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botlic  the  troulalls  to  lie  said  by  the  blakc  friers.  !tai,  1  will  that  20d  sluiH 
be  oyvcii  to  pore  people  to  pray  for  my  sowle.  lim,  1  will  thai  20d  shall  be 
py\en  in  allines  to  the  pore  prisoners  of  Ludgate.  Itiii,  I  beqncLh  to  inaistcr 
W'estcoU  pre^t  -lOd  to  pray  for  my  sowle.  The  rLiniiant  of  all  my  goods  & 
cattayles,  my  funeralis  done,  and  this  my  will  pfoiirmyd  I  bequellii,-  to  my 
\\elbelo\yd  wife  Alice  whome  I  make  &  ordeyngne  my  sole  exccutour  of  this 
my  last  will  and  te.sLamcnt,  and  overseer  of  the  said  Mr.  priour  of  this  place. 
In  witness  wlicrof  I  have  subscribed  my  hand  and  sctLe  my  scale.  In  the  prsence 
of  Thomas  Ilamond,  William  Pursen,  Robert  Kaasc  and  Thomas  Cokland. 
And  Wyllia  Horsley. 

Proved  12  May,  1530,  by  the  relict  &  e.xecutrl.-v  named. 

Such  a  good  beginning  in  London  by  a  Bliss  was  Avorthy  of  con- 
tinuance. Before  1600  several  other  Blisses  had  "come  up  to 
London"  from  "down  carntry."  They  can  only  be  referred  to 
briefly: — 

Registers  of  Baptism,  St.  James  Church,  Clerkemvc!!,  London — Christened, 
1607,  July  8,  Thomas  son  James  Blisse. 

"Blisses  Court"  m  Crecchurch  parish,  Lo.ndon,  is  quoted  in  1C16  in  Lay 
Subsidy  No.  147-595. 

Close  Roll,  12  Charles  L  No.  26-20,  Record  Office,  London  (abstract):— 

25  May  1636,  John  Elisse  of  Colir.orth,  Beds,  Cleike,  son  &.  heir  of  Thos 
Blisse  late  citizen  &  Brewer  of  London  deceased  and  Ed^^'.  Lively  of  St.  Saviours, 
Southwarl:,  Surrey  ger.te,  for  £250,  conveys  all  those  two  mcsuages  tents  or 
houss  in  Seethinge  Lare  psh  of  St.  Olavcs,  London,  nigh  the  Tov.'cr  cf  London 
in  the  occupacons  of  Peter  Svceet  and  Anthony  Uphill,  late  in  the  occupacons 
of  John  Ellis  and  Morrice  Grifhn,  which  premisses  the  said  Tliomas  Bliss  did 
purchase  of  ^^'i!!iaIn  Hav/kins  citizen  and  fishmonger  of  London  and  Jane  his  wife, 
late  one  of  the  daughters  of  Edward  Bailey  late  of  London  cooper,  decea-ed  and 
Anne  Bailey  v.'idowe  late  wife  and  executrix  of  the  last  v.-ill  of  said  Edward, 
by  Indenture  dated  the  first  of  April!  in  the  thirteeiith  yere  [1616]  of  the  raigne 
of  our  late  souveraigne  lord  king  James  etc. 

The  brev."er  sent  his  son  John  to  both  Cambridge  and  Oxford 
Universities.     In   yllnriini  Oxonicnsis  occurs: — 

Bhsse,  John  B.A.  from  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge,  1622.  M.A.  1626. 
probably  rector  of  Colmworth,  Bedfordshire,   162S. 

In  Composition  Bonds  for  First  Fruits  [Record  Office,  London] 
this  John  Bliss  is  referred  to  on  21  June,  1628,  as  being  the  rector 
of  Colniworth.  He  died  ilicre  twenty-two  years  later  leaving  a 
will,   viz.: — 

(This  will  is  registered  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, London,  Register  Grey,  folio  203.)     (Abstract). 

1    John  Blisse  of  Colm.worth,  Bedfordshire,  Clarke  [rector],     To  be  buried  in 
the  clnncell  of   Parish.   Church  of  Colmworth     To  welbcluvd   kinsman  John 
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ffarlcy,  citizen  &  Grocer  W'ooilsUete,  London,  nusty  <!v  ^^■cIbt•lovcd  son-in-law 
Jolin  Sniiili  citizen.  &  habcrdiishcr  of  parish  of  Christ  Church,  London — houses, 
messuages,  tenements  in  psh  of  Allhailows  t!ie  Icssc,  in  Tiiamcs  St.  London; 
tliat,  after  the  decease  of  my  niotlier-in-law  Ann  }3!issc,  widow,  they  enter  upon 
the  same  to  sell — liie  proceeds  to  be  used  to  pay  my  debts.  Remainder  to  be 
paid  to  Ann  Blisse  my  welbelovcd  wife  for  herself  &  benefit  of  children.  Other 
houses  etc.  called  the  Saracen's  Head  [an  ale  house]  in  Catherine  Crecchurcli 
[p.'.rish]  ward  of  Al^ate,  London,  and  all  else  in  the  Realm  of  lingland  to  wife 
Aim,  after  decease  of  my  said  mother,  for  benefit  of  my  children,  wife  Ann  not 
to  claim  one-third  as  dower.  To  son  Thomas  Blisse,  my  heir,  £20  yearly,  and 
one  gold  sealing  ring  which  was  my  father's.  Diamond  ring  to  my  mother- 
in-Iav.',  Ann  Blisse  [step-mother].  To  poorc  of  Colmworth  40  shillings.  Pro- 
bated 5  Nov.  1651.  [The  seal  upon  the  ring  may  have  been  the  Bliss  coat-of- 
arms.] 

Rector  Blisse's  ownership  of  the  old  Saracen's  Head  was  an 
inheritance,  which,  it  should  be  observed,  he  ordered  sold.  The 
ownership  of  such  premises  bj'  churches  and  clergymen  v/as  not 
infrequent.  Many  churches  owned  small  breweries  and  "with  the 
profits  of  ale,"  says  Pliilin  Stubbcs,  in  Anatoinic  of  Abuses,  "they 
repair  their  churclirs  and  chappels,  they  buy  bookes  for  service, 
cuppes  for  tlie  celebration  of  the  sacrament,  surplcsses  for  Sir  John 
the  Priest  and  such  other  necessaries."  Pressing;  as  is  the  need  of 
the  Estabiished  Church  of  England  of  to-day  for  funds  to  s&\e  the 
ancient  buildings  from,  decay,  and  to  increase  the  attractivene'ss  of 
the  interiors,  the  sentiment  of  the  communicanis  is  against  a  resump- 
tion of  siicli  discarded  customs. 

The  Bliss  family  continued  in  Bedfordshire  for  several  genera- 
lions.  Al:)Out  1750  one  of  the  descendants,  born  at  Bii/gles-.vadc, 
Bedford  (died  in  Kent  about  1830,)  married,  17^8-9,  Sarah  Pluckwell 
of  Rochester,  Kent,  who  died  in  Kent  in  lS-i-3,  leaving  issue,  Thomas, 
Sarah,  Mary,  Moses,  Plenry,  Ann,  Frances,  James,  Wi'liain,  George, 
all  of  whom  died  in  England, — and  also  had  an  eldest  son  John  Bliss, 
born  25ch  April,  1790,  married,  1513,  Mary  Eleanor  Ash-Ion, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  soon  after  1821,  and  died  12th  Oct., 
1870,  at  Brooklyn,  I\.  Y.,  leaving  issue. 

Twenty  days  after  the  proving  of  the  will  of  the  aforesaid  Rev. 
John  Blisse  of  Colmworth,  Bedford,  the  v,-:ll  of  Richard  Blisse  of 
Barking  (now  in  the  county  uf  Loridon)  was  pro\'ed  in  the  same 
Archbishop's  Court,  and  registered  in  the  same  folio  (203)  of  the 
same  register  (Gray).     Abstract: — 

Richard  Blisse  of  Barking  clothier,  will  dated  1 1  Aug.  1651.  To  son  Ambiose 
Blisse  £15.    To  daughter  Judith  Blisse  £40  at  marriage  if  she  mary  with  consent 
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of  my  cxcculur  olliciuisc  £20.  To  wife  Jiulilli  tl.e  rcsi(Ii;e,  i^rovidcu  if  she 
niavry  slic  l<>  p.cy  Amlnu^jC  £100.  Witness  Tiio.  Cov,  Ic)-,  Will  Slrjilieiis.  Proved 
25  Nov.  1651. 

Tlic  son,  Ambrose  Blisse,  became  a  "merchant  taylor"  in  London, 
d>ing-  ihorc  in  1670,  apparently  witliout  issue,  leaving  by  will  [P.C.C. 
Duke  1]  €55  lo  the  poor  of  Barking,  £50  to  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  St.  INlildrcds  in  the  Poultry,  London,  £500  to  neece  Dlise  Whitehall, 
£5  to  cosen  Margarctt  Blysse  als.  Cole,  £20  to  Cousen  Ambrose 
Coney,  and  £3  to  couscn  Judith  Coney. 

The  Bliss  family  did  not  flourisli  numerically  in  London;  nearly 
all  of  its  members  v/cre  country  bred.  "Back  to  the  land,"  to  the 
Midlands,  this  narration  now  proceeds.  The  branching  of  the 
family  from  the  Midlands  to  the  west,  to  the  east,  and  to  the  soutli 
wc  liave  already  outlined.  The  north  only  is  left  to  us.  There, 
but  a  little  northward  from  the  region  of  Tyringhani,  blossomed 
the  ]31isses  in  fullest  profusion.  There  it  is  that  this  account  ripens 
in  the  richest  flower.  The  reader  who  has  followed  thus  far,  through 
dull  or  entertaining  records  (whichever  they  may  seem.),  will  gain  a 
rich  store  of  facts  by  further  patience — if  he  or  she  v/ould  learn 
ought  of 

"The  dead 
Who  ru'c  our  spirit.s  from  tlicir  unis." 

"Aye,  by  wandering  tempest  sown 
'Neatli  e\'cry  alien  star, 
Forget  not  wherice  the  breath  was  blown 
That  wafted  \'oii  afar." 
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Willlani    Blissc  of  Cranfield,  1325,   etc. 

In  llic  lime  of  Daiilc  and  Cliauccr,  IBrucc  and  Wyclif,  and  of 
another  v,\ir  with  Scotland,  when  the  moon  and  the  Jlars  wltc  lh(> 
only  known  mariners'  guides,  long  before  gunpowder  v/as  iii\cnted, 
before  Joan  of  Arc  stirred  an  inhumane  lmnianit>',  one  William 
Hlisse  was  residing  ten  miles  southeastward  from  Tyringhani  and  its 
now  famous  John  Blissc.  The  period  was  1325  to  1350.  Jolin  Blisse 
of  T)"ringliam  should  have  been  dead  by  this  time.  We  cannot  prove 
by  an  ancient  manuscript  that  the  said  William  was  cither  his  son, 
or  at  least  a  verj'  near  relatiA'c,  but  how  can  we  doubt  it?  They 
trusted — 

"The  lingering  gleam  of  their  departed  li\cs 
To  oral  records  and  the  silent  lieari." 

Hence  there  are  no  vital  statistics.  However,  eight  miles  eastward 
fn^ni  Tyringh.am  is  the  boimdary  between  tlie  counties  of  Bucking- 
ham and  Bedford,  and  two  miles  finther,  on  the  Bedford  side,  is 
Cranfield.  The  ancient  Benedictine  Monastery  of  Ramsey  in 
Huntingdonshire  owned  land  and  houses  in  Cranfield.  A  cartulary 
of  this  monastery  is  extant  in  the  i\IS.  Department  of  the  British 
Museum,  dated  1325-1350.  It  is  a  book  of  271  vellum  leaves, 
size  8^  X  i2_i-2  inches,  bound  in  oal:  boards,  written  cln'e.Gy  in  Latin 
and  in  the  fourteenth-century  stj-le  of  hand\vriting.  Tiiis  entiy 
occurs  in  it: — 

(Translation.)  Inqiiijition  taken  at  Cranfield  by  Robert  de  Hcyc,  Alan 
de  Wodeendc,  Walter  the  recN^c,  Robert  son  of  Kathe;'ine  &  Virianus  rietihhig. 
hi  tlie  first  boonday  let  liiin  come  wich  all  his  faniily  wlio  are  able  to  wo'-k;  & 
he  is  not  accoiiatcd  for  his  work  because  on  the  morrow  of  the  boonday  h.e  ren- 
dered t!ie  worlc  of  that  day.  William  Blissc  lu^lds  one  messuage  &  one  piglitelP 
which  contain,  by  estimation  half  an  acre,  and  he  lias  to  work  for  it  each  JI'Tid.'y 
in  the  year  as  a  man  who  holds  a  virgatc  docs. 

He  gives  tallage!  &  nierchet.t 

Jo!m  Freke  holds  one  messuage  &  one  pigiitel!  &  has  to  do  i:i  all  things  ju.-t 
as  William  Blisse. 

Here  again  is  an  early  Blissc  eking  out  a  mere  existence  t:pun  a 
half-acre  of  ground  and  sheltering  himself  and  family  in  a  lio\el, 
for  which  he  paid  to  the  moiiks  (v.ho  had  perhaps  v.hecdled  the  land 

•Pighiell,  a  srnul!  measure  of  land. 

tTalhge,  a  local  tax.  ■        .  v  .      ,  i    f 

JMtrchet,  a  fine  piyable  to  the  lord  of  ::  mar.or  by  a  villein,  for  the  con.iont  of  the  lord,  or 
for  a  license  from  the  lord  permitting  the  villein  to  give  his  daiiglutr  in  marriage. 

81 


..;-V    .  -;.•  I  I 


.!   TT-I    .>>■■■••'• 


iLiJ^Mi  j-'i  :■ 


■  ■1.-  >■     '  '' 


■:-<  rr-."»i' . 


-in 


out  of  sonic  penitent)  the  heavy  rent  of  fifty-two  days  of  liis  labor 
in  every  year.  Tiiis  \Vilh"ani  Blissc,  a  practicaUy  landless  man, 
a  villein,  had  no  eivic  as  he  had  no  national  existence,  not  beinj;  a 
landowner;  and  here  in  Cranfield  ho  was  as  a  Saxon  who,  under  the 
dfM-iiination  of  Norman  despotism,  luul  not  had  the  chaP-ce  to  regain 
the  indeijcndency  that  had  been  the  possession  of  his  ancestors 
before  tlie  Norman  conquest.     The  poetical  apoloc^ist  may  sing: — 

"This  iimn  is  freed  from  servile  bands, 
Of  hope  to  rise  or  fear  to  fall; 
Lord  of  liimself,  tlioiigh  not  of  lands, 
And  having  nollnn^,  yet  hath  all." 

But  the  truth  is  as  Gray  v.-rote  of  men  like  William  Blisse:  "Chill 
penury  repressed  their  noble  rage."  It  is  as  good  as  a  moral  certainty 
that  this  William  Blissc  is  our  ancestor  of  the  second  (known)  gen- 
eration of  the  Blisses  of  England.  Mere  man  thougli  he  was,  we  must 
liold  hini  high.  Were  it  not  for  some  force  and  virtue  in  their  blood, 
an  inheritance  from  their  independent,  more  fortunate  Saxon 
ancestors,  our  Blisses  might  ha\c  sunk  here  in  long  last  rest,  as 
other  families  sank,  like  lions  in  captivity,  never  to  rise  again.  But 
they  did  not  cease.  They  did  not  flourish,  but  they  endured  under 
adversity.  It  was  an  adversity  such  as  few  whi);e  men  hi  t!ie  world 
to-day  endure,  save  some  of  the  peasc-ntry  of  Russia.  And  in  another 
tlnee  hundred  years  from  then,  William  Blisse  of  Cranfieki,  if  alive, 
could  ha\'e  looked  upon  the  fariiily  at  large  and  truly  liave  said: — 

"Slie  stands  a  thoiisai-d  wintered  tree, 
By  countless  morns  impcarlcd, 
Her  broad  roots  coil  beneath  the  sea. 
Her  branches  sv/eop  the  work!." 

Blisses  reside  in  Cranfield  to-day.  After  an  absence  of  the  family 
therefrom  of  over  five  hundred  years,  a  Matthev.'  F.  Bliss,  a 
descendant  oiit  of  Floore,  Northamptonshire,  returned  to  the  home 
of  his  probable  ancestor  of  1350,  not  knowing  it  to  be  the  same. 
On  that  land  ho  is  nov/  supreme,  and  pays  no  tallage;  neither  does 
he  pay  mevchet.  Some  v. ill  deem  this  singular  fact  nic-icly  an 
accidental  coincidence  in  "the  whirligig  of  Time";  others  ma}'  fancy 
it  to  be  an  "inscrutable  mystery  of  God." 

The  Blisses  of  Flcore  first  appear  in  1521,  when  one  William 
"Blys"  was  taxed  in  a  lay  subsidy  [Num.bcr  155-122]  fourpence 
upon  his  "wags"  [wages]  of  "XXs."     In  1631  a  William  Blisse  of 
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Floorc  was  a  juror  at  the  county  sessions  held  at  Northampton. 
In  the  Coniiuor. wealth  Exchequer  Papers  [217  Inventoric?]  arc  quoted 
rents  due  to  the  Earl  of  Northauipton  on  24th  x\lay,  1645,  fioni  these 
Blisses  at  Glasthorp  in  Floore: — 

sd 

"Win  Blisse £1-10-0 

Jolm  Bliss M  - 

\Vm  Bliss 2-0-0 

John  Bliss 14-0" 

On  June  5,  1675,  another  William  Bliss  of  Floore  married  Anne 

in   Fawsley   Church.     Matthew   F.   Bliss  of  Cranfield,    1913, 

traces  his  ancestry  to  a  John  Bliss,  of  Floore,  born  about  1700,  whose 
name  occurs,  in  1738-40,  in  an  old  book  concerning  some  parish 
business.  The  William  Bliss  buried  at  Floore  in  1799  was  the 
father  of  another  William,  who,  in  turn,  had  a  son  William  who  was 
born  at  Floore,  in  1773,  and  married  Abigail  Folwel!  of  the  same 
parish.  The  latter  William  removed  in  179S  to  Hinton-in-thc- 
Hedges,  Leicestershire,  and  in  1800  to  Brougliton,  Bucks  [part 
of  the  Tyringham  estate  until  1905-6, — the  same  as  Jolin  Blisse 
lived  on  in  1272],  where  he  died  in  1838,  leaving  six  sons  and  six 
daughters.  The  elevenLh  child,  the  late  Matthew  Fouvell  Bliss 
of  Cranneld,  Vv'as  the  father  of  the  present  William  Bliss  of  Wavcndon, 
Woburn  Sands,  of  Matthew  F.  Bliss  of  Cranfield,  and  of  Yalcnline 
Bliss  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  U.  S.  A.,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1379, 
having  married  at  INIacclesfield,  in  1878,  Mary  Ann  Kushton. 

All  records  of  Bedfordshire,  from  the  earliest  extant  subsidy 
of  1310  to  1500,  have  been  examined  v."ithout  yielding  another  Bliss 
item.  The  William  Blisse  of  1325  may  have  returned  a  fev,"  miles 
into  Bucks  County  as  the  father  of  the  Henry  Blisse  of  Bierton 
who  v/as  pardoned  for  the  accidental  killing  of  Walter  Malpli,  by 
Iving  Richard  II  in  1380  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Earl  of  Warvick 
[Patent  Rolls,  4  Richard  II.,  Pt.  I.,  m.  43]  but  more  likely  as 
father  of  Philip  Blisse,  attacked  by  marauders  in  1356,  at  Wootton, 
twenty  miles  northwestward  from  Cranfield. 
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Blisse   Beginnings  in   Northamptonshire 

Tlionias  Blisse  of  llartford,  Conn.,  his  brother  George  Blis;:e 
of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  their  cousin  Thomas  Blisse  of  Rehoboth, 
Mass.,  were  born  in  and  emigrated  from  tlie  CoiuUy  of  Nortlj- 
ampton  in  the  Midlands  of  England,  otherwise  called  Northampton- 
shire and  Nortlumts.  Their  ancestors  had  resided  within  the  said 
county  for  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  years  prior  to  the  depar- 
ture of  the  three  kinsmen  for  the  New  World.  Back  of  1356,  those 
early  ancestors  came  from  Buckinghamshire  and  Bedfordshire,  close 
to  the  southern  border  of  Northants.  These  ancestors  descended, 
bej'ond  all  reasonable  doubt,  directly  from  the  vicinity  of  Tyring- 
ham.  They  entered  Northants  in  or  shortly  before  1356  directly 
from  Tyringham  or  via  Cranficld,  preferably  the  latter.  We  shall 
show  the  Bliss  entree  into  Northants;  and  wc  shall  show  the  Bliss 
e.xit  therefrom  to  America.  Between  those  two  events  v.e  shall 
portray  many  Blisses  and  many  affairs.  For  the  latter  half  of  that 
period  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  years  we  shall  reveal  the 
peiligree  of  our  direct  ancestors  by  some  of  the  finest  legal  evidences, 
appertaining  to  such  matters,  that  exist  in  the  most  noble  and 
unmatcluible  archives  of  England — the  most  splendid  collection  of 
ancient  records  that  was  ever  preserved  by  any  nation  in  the  v.orld. 
For  the  Hrst  half  of  that  same  period  of  two  hundred  and  scventy- 
niiie  years  the  family  lies  submerged  in  a  "rccord-cha;m."  The 
Bliss  family  of  England  matured  to  its  fullest  numerical  perfection 
on  English  soil  within  twenty-five  miles  of  where  it  originated. 
From  the  year  1272  our  ancestors  lived  and  died  and  lived  and  died, 
one  after  the  other,  v.-ithin  two-score  miles  of  wiiere  tlie  surname 
of  Bliss  is  first  found  officially  recorded  in  human  history.  The 
three  early  Bliss  emigrants  to  America  had  their  English  homes 
within  twentj'-five  miles  of  the  famous  Tyringl'am;  and  they,  brave 
men,  were  no  less  than  twelve  generations  removed  from  John 
Blisse  of  Tyriiigham  in  1272,  that  superb  specimen  of  a  villein  of 
the  Middle  Ages.  Up  from  the  adversity  of  mediaeval  conditions 
the  members  of  the  family  rose  to  political  and  personal  independence 
before  1550  by  ^■irt^e  of  their  meritorious  efTorts.  The  date  of  the 
high-water  m.ark  of  the  family  aciiicvcments  ip.  Northampton.^hire 
is  1600.  Northants  still  has  its  Blisses  after  more  than  five  and 
one-halt  centuries.  Thinning  greatly  in  numbers  since  1635,  gradu- 
ally weakening  in  cohesion  and  scemii-gly  now  dying  out  as  a  North- 
amptonshire fam.ily,  to-day  its  few  survivors  within  those  historic 
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1)01111  Jarios,  forgetful  of  the  past  glorj'  of  their  gonc-aiid-forgotteii 
forbears  and  not  knowing  of  the  Blisses  in  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
look  in  imagination,  when  told  of  America,  far  westward  across  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  upon  their  newl}-revealed  and  distant  kin  with, 
feelings  of  wonder  and  admiration. 

The  Bliss  blood  enters  the  County  of  Northampton  at  Wootton, 
thirteen  miles  northwestward  from  Tyringham,  twenty-three  miles 
in  the  same  direction  from  Cranfield,  twelve  miles  eastward  from 
the  home  of  the  emigrants  to  America,  and  two  miles  southerly 
from  the  city  of  Northampton,  the  county  seat.  The  record  of 
1356  is  that  of  an  assault  upon  "Philip,  son  of  William  Blissc," 
whom  we  can  scarcely  cease,  if  we  would,  from  believing  to  be 
the  same  William  Blisse  whom  we  have  seen  at  Cranficld  but  a 
very  fcw^  years  earlier.  We  are  prone  to  so  believe,  even  though 
knowing  irrevocably  the  while,  after  every  possible  effort  among 
the  records,  that  wc  now  can  never  hope  to  verify  that  belief  by  any 
further  extant  record.  There  was  every  good  reason  v/hy  the  Cran- 
ficld man,  or  his  son,  should  work  free  from  the  domination  of  the 
landlordism  with  v.hich  he  was  burdened.  We  must  believe  that 
one  or  both  of  them  did  so.  The  family  certainly  did  enierge  there- 
frop.i  and  attain  to  both  political  and  commercial  independence. 
Tlie  dubious  may  smile  at  the  temerity  with  which  we  srate  this 
pedigree  probability,  but  let  us  bear  in  mind  the  historian  Livy: 
"When  length  of  time  diminishes  firm  confidence,  v.'e  ni.ust  lake  our 
stand  on  the  tradition,  or  logic  of  events" — a  conclusion  that  was 
as  just  as  it  was  obvious.  If  this  position  be  admitted,  we  trust 
to  receive  some  indulgence  when  compelled  to  resort  to  conjecture 
or  circiunstantlal  evidence.  Hence,  whatever  may  be  the  opinion 
of  any  who  would  sit  in  the  soft  seat  of  tlie  critic,  knowing  naught 
from  personal  experience  of  these  English  family  hunting-grounds, 
and  dreaming  not  of  the  hard  stubble  of  these  fields,  or  still  less 
realizing  the  sense  of  intuition,  amounting  to  almost  an  inspiration, 
that  at  times  comes  to  the  patient  gleaner  as  he  bends  o\-cr  that 
ground — to  stich  a  would-be  critic  we  shall  say,  in  the  language  of 
Buchanan:  "Ego  vera  tanium  cbcst  tii  haec  rcJcU  molest  feram,  itt  si 
qin's  ccrliorc  doscai  ac  dc  crrore  :;:c  dcducet  ei  maxinia-ii  graliai::.  sim 
habit  urns." 

(The  Latin  original  of  diis  record  is  preserved  in  the  Record  Office,  London.) 

Coram  Roge  Roll  [Court  of  tlie  King's  Boncii],  No.  331  MicIiael.Tias  term, 
29  Edward  III  [1355]  2nd  part,  ni.  26.     [Translated  Ab3tract.] 
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Tlie  King's  writ,  dated  12  Nov.,  29  Edv,-.  HI,  to  William  de  SharcsIuiU  and 
t'tlicr  Justices  of  the  King's  Bench,  directing  tlicni  to  do  %\luit  the  law  required 
upon  ari  inquisition  taken  at  Great  Houghton  before  the  Sheriff  of  Northampton 
as  to  certain  felonies  and  trespasses  connnitted. 

The  inquisition  follows,  taken  at  Great  Houghton  on  Tuesday  next  before 
the  Feast  of  St.  Martin  [November  11],  29  Edw  HI  by  the  oath  of  Richard  dc 
Caysho,  Philip  dc  Qui^Uon,  Giles  Bhmdcl,  Richard  dc  Stone,  William  de 
Sutton,  William  Warde,  John  Beseville,  John  Abbey,  John  Turnageyn,  William 
Smyth,  William  Barkcro,  and  William  de  Hclmyndene,  who  say  that  Adam 
Cose,  chaplain,  and  Hemy  de  Bukingham  came  armed  by  night  to  Wotton  on 
Sunday  after  the  Feast  of  the  Decollation  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  [August  29] 
in  the  said  29th  year,  and  broke  into  the  house  of  William  Ic  r\Iilc\vard,  together 
with  Adam  le  Garlckmongere  of  Northampton  the  younger,  John  de  Brikeles- 
worth,  William  Sherman,  Thomas  Longe,  John  de  Cauntebrigg,  Wauterseruant 
of  Rode,  William  Jolyf,  John  atte  Wode,  John  FJkyn,  Nicholas  Jonesseruant  of 
Brampton,  John  Sprot,  Moldisseraunt  le  Deystre,  Roger  le  Webistcre  of  North- 
ampton, Thomas  Elys,  \\'illiam  Pye,  Peter  le  Smyth,  William  de  Brampton, 
taillor,  Richard  de  Tiffeld,  garlekmongere,  li\'ing  in  Thorpe,  and  Henry  fairware 
and  other  persons  unknown,  and  there  whipped,  wounded  and  ill-treated  Richard 
Murich,  taillor,  Thomas  de  la  Chaumbre,  taillor,  Robert  Beste,  Philip,  son  of 
William  Blisse,  Simon  Woderoue,  and  Robert  Hayward.  Also  that  John, 
servant  of  Henry  de  Bukingham,  wounded  Margaret,  wife  of  the  aforesaid 
William  le  Mileward,  on  the  left  side  of  the  breast,  witli  an  arrow,  so  that  her  life 
v/as  utterly  despaired  of,  and  that  John  dc  Brikelsworth  or.  the  sjnie  Sunday 
stole  tv\'o  bows  and  twei\ty  arrows,  v.'orth  40d.,  and  that  John  de  Caunlcbricg 
despoiled  tl;e  aforesaid  Richard  Muryel  of  a  sword  and  a  buckler,  worth  6s., 
in  the  presence  of  the  otlter  persons  brenking  in  as  aforesaid;  and  after  they  had 
done  these  things  they  withdrev/. 

Theiufoie  Audin  Cose  and  tlie  otiiers  are  summoned  to  answer  i'.i  the  King's 
Bench. 

John  de  Brikeleswortli  comes  and  pleads  not  guilty.  [The  case  is  adjourned, 
and  the  result  not  entered  on  the  roll.] 

Philip  and  William  were  favorite  clirlstian  names  in  the  fcur.ily 
long  after  the  Philip  and  William  of  Wootton  had  ceased  to  hear 
themselves  so  called;  but  the  space  of  three  or  four  gent;rations 
foliov.'in;;^  embraces  the  record-chasm,  in  which  th?  Blisses  of  Nor- 
thaiits  lie  submerged.  The  line  of  descent  therein,  slender  though 
it  must  have  been,  still  spun  itself  onward.  That  fact  is  all  that 
can  be  said  of  the  family  during  that  interval  in  this  shire.  Several 
scattering  Blisses  appeared  further  to  the  north  of  whom  presently. 
E\ery  known  record  has  been  searched,  hundreds  of  documents, 
local,  county,  and  national.  War,  "the  Black  Death, "  and  famine 
had  succeeded  each  otiier  almost  througlitjut  this  entire  fniriod.  In 
those  years,  in  due  order,  occurred  tlie  great  defeats  of  the  English 

87 


r  :.';  I.  Jr.:  .-n.ii 


no  r.onu'n  Ci)   1fi^  ;;T  ■':•■' 


n;l') 


•u. 


■;'/   ■).- 


■;/■ 


■/; 


ill  I'r.iiit-L',  a  \var  in  Spain,  llu;  inipu^ilion  of  a  t;rathiatc(J  iioH  tax, 
the  great  rcvulL  of  the  iicasants  under  Wat  Tyler  and  Jack  Slrav.-, 
the  death  of  Wyclif,  the  supi)re.ssing  of  Ills  great  work,  a  war  v.iih 
Scotland,  a  war  in  England,  the  height  of  ecclesiastical  pov.xr  and 
abuses,  a  war  with  \A'aIes,  the  execution  and  banislinient  of  the 
Lollards  and  the  destruction  of  their  books  (putting  out  the  light 
of  progrcssi\e  thought  for  a  century),  the  invasion  of  England  by 
the  Scots,  church  property  confiscated  for  military  purposes,  war 
with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  a  losing  war  with  France  against  Joan  of 
Arc,  the  war  renewed,  the  rebellion  under  Jack  Cade,  and  the  sixty 
years  Wars  of  the  Roses.  Ere  the  latter  had  ended,  the  Bliss  family 
had  firmly  established  itself  at  Daventry,  Northants,  tweKe  miles 
from  Wootton.  There,  in  and  around  Daventry,  during  less  warlike 
times,  it  continued  in  unprecedented  prosperity  for  over  four  hundred 
years,  till  1900.  Around  Daventry  our  story  will  soon  center  itself, 
and  thereabouts  it  will  end,  with  but  two  diversions  therefrom. 

The  first  diversion:  Four  miles  west  from  Wootton,  where  the 
Bliss  family  first  appeared  in  Northants,  is  Gay  ton;  two  miles  from 
Gayton  is  Pattishall;  three  miles  further  towards  Denxntry  is  Stov.e- 
Nine-Churchcs.  In  these  adjoining  towns  there  developed  a  fruitful 
branch  of  the  faniily,  first  revealed  in  the  records  in  the  person  of 
Richard  B!is-e  of  Pattishall,  who  died  in  1551,  leaving  a  v.'ill  which 
nanies  a  daughter  Margaret,  and  a  son  John.  Two  descendants  of 
this  Stowe  branch  having  emigrated  to  Aimc.'-ica,  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  we  should  not  omit  the  early  records  of  the  Blisses  of  this 
branch,  which  are  also  here  presented  for  the  information  of  the 
living  descendants  in  England.  The  registers  of  tlic  Church  of 
Pattishall  begin  in  1557  and  contain  eighteen  Bliss  entries  between 
1562  and  1623. 

A  Thomas  Bliss  v.as  residing  at  Eastcote,  Pattishr.H,  in  1550. 
George  and  Alice  (Neale)  Blysse  married,  at  Pattishall  10  Aug., 
1563;  settled  at  Gayton  vrhere  their  descendants  are  recorded  in 
nineteen  items  in  tlic  register  of  the  parish  church. 

John  Blissc,  named  as  son  in  the  will  of  Richard  Bllsse  of  Pattis- 
hall, in  1551,  settled  at  Stowe-Ninc-Churches,  where  his  descendants 
are  recorded  in  the  register  of  the  pan'sli  church.  Th.e  "'Nine 
Churches"  refers  to  the  former  fact  that  the  lord  of  the  rncmor  of 
Stowe  once  ov.-ned  the  right  of  the  presentation  of  tlic  livings  of 
nine  churches.  It  was  something  of  a  self-advertising  device  that 
now  might  be  dropped  for  the  sake  of  brevity  if  for  no  better 
reason. 
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Tlio    Rcgi  ,lt.r    Book    of    Stov.c    cum    Novcm    CccKsfijs — In    tlie    covnlie    of 
ISoiLluOii  i!\:c. 

1560-1   C)CC>rgc  Blir-sc  tlic  sonnc  of  Jolm  BHssc  &  Joanc  was  cliristciicd  ihe  \j 

daic  of  fi-bruarii.'  Ao  15C0  ct  Rcgiiui;  Eliz.c  3 

Jolin  Blisse  llic  tjcoud  sonnc  of  the  said  Jolm  was  christened  llie  same 

daic. 
1561     W'illia   Bli.^ic   the    sonnc   of  John   &  Joan   was   chrislcncd   vj    June   ano 

prdict. 
1575  j()lin  FrcUcr  iS;  Joiie  BHssc  were  maried  the  last  of  Aprill. 
1579     \Vm.  Iloiden  &  Elizabeth  Blissc  were  maried  xxiiijth  of  October 

1551  John  Blissc  was  buried  xviijth  of  August  15S1  [wife  Joan] 

1582  Richard  Blissc  &  Alice  Old  were  marled  the  xxvjth  of  Januaric- 

1552  W'm.  Robins  &  Alice  Blissc  were  maried  xx\jth  of  Januaric.     [She  was 
buried  at  Ilcyford  1597-8] 

1583  Elizabetli  Blissc  daughter  of  Richard  Blissc  &  Alice  was  baptized  3d  of 
November. 

1587  John  Blissc  &  Agnes  Old  were  maried  xxvijth  of  Jan. 

15SS  Tho.  Blissc  son  of  Ricd  Blisse  was  baptized  the  iirbt  of  male. 

'L'homas  Blisse  was  buried  the  xvjth  of  male  ao  1588. 
1589  Thomas  Blisse  sou  of  John  Blisse  &  Agnes  was  baptized  xx\'th  of  Aprill 

[This  Thomas  named  in  wiU  of  his   uncle  Willi, in\  1610  ami  buried,  viz, 

"1612  Thomas  BIyssc  servant  to  John  Andrev.',  bury'd  25  Aug." — Register 

of  Hoij'  Cross,  Daventry.] 
1589  Alice  Blissc  daugliter  of  Ricd  Blissc  &  Alice  his  wife  was  baptized  xth  of 

Julie. 
1591  John  Blissc  son  of  John  Blisse  (S;  Agnes  was  bainl/ed  XAJih  of  novi-ni. 
1591  Agnes  Blissc  dauglitcr  of  Ricd  Blisse  &  Alice  was  baj^tized  xxvlli  of  fcLruarie 
1593  W'm.  Blissc  son  of  John  Blissc  >S:  Agnes  was  baptized  xth  of  Julie  &  buried 

iiivj    XljLil    en    liic    SciiJle. 

1593  Jone  Blisse  daughter  of  Ric  Bli'^se  &  Alice  ba;nizcd  th.e  fourth  of  Xo^'cmber 

[Alice  buried  at  Hcyford  1597-8] 
159-1  Pv.ic  Blissc  son  of  John  Blisse  &  Agnes  was  baptized  xixdi  of  Januaric. 
1595  Jane  Blissc  daughter  to  Ricd  &  Alice  baptized  2d  of  novcm. 

1595  Jane  Blisse  daughter  of  Ricd  Blisse  &  Alice  his  wife  was  buried  ihe  same 
daic  [i.  e.  tlic  third  of  Dec.  1595.] 

1596  Jane  Blisse  daughter  Ric  Blissc  &  Alice  baptized  28  novem. 

Jane   Blisse  aforesaid  was  buried  \jth  of  Dcccnibcr   [Alice  her  mother 
buried  in  Ileyford.] 

1597  Margerie  B;is;e  was  buried  .vwth  Maj-. 

1597  Jone  Blissc  daughter  of  Ric  Blisse  &  Ale  buried  the  .\vth  o:  februarie. 
159S  George  Blisse  the  Eonnc  of  John  Biisse  and  Anne  !iis  wife  was  baptized 

the  30th  Aprill  1598  [George  married  in  Stowe  1622] 
16f'0  Wiili'im  Blissc  the  sonne  of  John  Blissc  and  A-\gr.e5  lii.^  wife  was  christened 

th.e  lit!;  of  Januaric  1600. 
1600  William  Blis=2  the  sonne  of  Richard  Biisse  was  buried  the  13th  of  Januaric 

1600. 
1603  Lawrence  Blisse  the  sonne  of  john  Blissc  &  Anne  his  wile  v.as  baptized 
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the  21  of  August,     [[.awrciice  di-'d  at  East  lladdoii,  1052,  leaving  a  will 
v.'Iiich  nanird  txia  Tiios.  wile  and  dau  Anr.c] 

1605  Nicholas  Blibsc  the  son  of  Jolin  Dlissc  and  Anne  his  wife  was  chrijlcncd 
the  15th  of  December. 

1606  Jane  Dlissc  was  buried  .xiiijth  day  of  Aprill. 

1608  Joseph  Blisso  the  sonne  of  John  Blisse  and  Agnes  h\s>  wife  v.as  clulstcni-d 

the  4th  of  September. 
1610  William  Blisse  v/as  buried  the  .xviijlli  of   September     [Ilis  will  probated 

4  Oct.  1610] 

1612  Agnes  Blisse  the  daughter  of  John  Blisse  and  Agnes  his  wife  was  christened 
the  4  of  June. 

1613  George  Blisse  the  sonne  of  John  Blisse  and  Joan  his  wife  was  christened 
the  .xiiijth  of  June     [John  bap.  1591] 

1614  Agnes  Blisse  the  daughter  of  John  Blisse  and  Joane  his  wife  was  christened 
the  4  of  Fcbruarie. 

1615  Agnes  Blisse  the  daughter  of  John  Blisse  and  Anne  his  wife  was  buried  the 
25  of  May. 

1618  John  Blisse  the  sonne  of  John  Blisse  and  Joaivc  his  wife  vTtS  christened 
the  25  of  maie. 

1620  Marie  Blisse  the  daughter  of  John  Blisse  and  Jone  his  wife  was  christened 
the  8th  of  Octob. 

1620  Grissel  Blisse  the  wife  of  Richard  Blisse  v,-as  buried  the  first  of  februarie 
[He  married  her  in  Hcyford  1603] 

1622  Agnes  Blisse  the  daughter  of  Micliard  Bliss2  and  Anne  his  v.'ife  was 
christened  the  7  of  Julie.  [Richard  left  a  will  1655.  lie  was  married  as 
per  this  entry  in  the  regi.=-ter  of  the  church  at  GrcnK  Everdoa:  "1621 
Richard  Blisse  of  Stow  ch  9  eccle.^  &  Anne  Barnes  v.xre  maricd  the  thirtieth 
day  of  Aprill  "] 

1622  George  Blisse  \e  sonne  of  John  Blisic  &  Anne  his  wife  was  married  unto 
Ursula  Bwinley  ye  daugliter  of  Nicholas  D-.vinley  &  Jone  the  29  of 
No\-embcr. 

1623  John  Blyssc  and  Ursula  Judkin  were  married  the  xixth  of  June. 

1623  John  Blisse  the  sonne  of  George  Blysse  of  Ileiford  and  Ursula  his  v/Ife 
was  christened  the  twelfth  of  October. 

1623  William  Blyssc  the  sonne  of  John  BIysrc  and  Jo.~Ji  his  wile  v;as  christened 
the  xxiij  of  November. 

1624  Richard  Blisse  il^e  sunne  of  John  Blisse  of  Hoyford  and  Ursula  his  wife 
v/as  christened  the  ixth  [or  :.ixth]  December 

1625  John  B'yssc  the  sonne  of  John  Blisse  and  Ursula  liis  wife  of  Heyford  was 
buried  the  xiiijth  of  Julie. 

1625  Elizabeth  Biisse  the  daughter  of  Richard  B'i-.ss  and  Anr.e  his  wife  was 
christcried  the  last  day  of  Julie. 

1625  Agnes  Blisse  the  daughter  of  George  Blisse  and  Ursula  his  wife  was 
cliristencd  the  xxixth  of  Januarie. 

1676  John  Blisse  the  sonne  of  John  Blisso  and  Ursula  his  wife  was  christened 
the  xxiij  of  Aprill. 

1626  Robert  Blisse  the  sonne  of  John  Blisse  and  Jone  his  wife  was  christened 
the  .xvjth  of  marche. 
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1(.2.S  'lliomas  lUis;e  thu  soimo  of  Rycluud  Dliasc  &  Aimc  liis  wife  was  chribtciicd 

tliL'  XXX  (.if  March  anno. 
\(i29  Jane  I5li.--.bC  a  daiigliti.r  of  George  Blis.sc  and  Ursula  his  wife  was  cliristeiied 

I  lie  x  of  no\'eniber. 
\i>19  Tiionias  Diij^e  ihc  sonrie  of  Jolm  Blisse  and  Ursula  liis  wife  was  ehrislened 

the  ."^ecend  of  Aijrill. 
\ii20  John    Hli.^fe   the   sonnc   of   William    Blisse   and    Margaret:   his   wife   was 

cluislened  the  xiiijth  of  June. 
1029  Joan  IMiise  the  daughter  of  John  Blisse  and  Joanc  his  wife  was  Laptiired 

the  xviijlh  of  Oelobcr. 
It'ioO  Christian  Blisse  the  daughter  of  Rychard  Blisse  and  Aiine  his  wife  was 

christened  the  xxv  of  december. 

1630  Anne  Blisse  the  dauj:htcr  of  William  Blisse  and  Margaret  his  wife  was 
christened  the  x.\xth  of  Januarie. 

[The  Churchwardens  are  Robt.  Capell  and  Rychard  Blisse.     John  Blyssc 
signs  as  churchwarden  on  page  32,  and  page  42  is  also  signed  John  Blysse, 
and  also  page  43  (1614)  and  p.  46;  Richard  Blj-sse  signs  page  50.] 
K'.U   Kiclvird  Pilisse  a  widdo^\er  was  buried  the  xxviijth  day  of  September. 

1631  J(jhn  Blisse  the  elder  the  husband  of  Agnes  Blisse  was  buried  the  xiijlh 
day  of  fTebruaric  [will  1631] 

1632  Ur.<ula  ihe  daughter  of  George  Bliss  and  Ursula  his  wife  was  baptized  the 
x\th  day  of  April. 

1633  Nicholas  the  sonne  of  Richard  Blisse  was  baptized  19  of  August. 

1633  Jane  je  daugliter  of  John  Blisse  &  Ursula  iiis  wife  was  baptized  ye  15th 
cf  Dec. 

1634  J.'.ne  yc  daughter  cf  William  Blisce  &  Margaret  his  wife  was  bapt  ye  23ru 
of  August. 

1634  Jane  ye  daughter  of  William  Blisse  &  Margaret  his  ■■.,ife  vvas  buri-.d  ye  22 
day  of  Octol'cr. 

1o3j  Kii-Jiard  ye  son  of  Ricl'.ard  Blis.-e  and  A.nne  his  wife  was  baptiz:d  Nov. 
yc  29ih. 

1635  George  ye  son  of  George  Bli.-sc  and  Ursula  his  wife  was  baptized  Dec.  13. 
1637  Marg^iru-t   Blisse  daughter  of    Will  Blisse  &  Margaret  his  wife  cristencd 

Jan.  21 
le3S  Jcane  Bli-se  the  di'.ighter  of  Richard  Blisse  and  of  Acnes  his  wife  baptized 

Aprill    17th. 
!'■  ^S  \\  illi.Lni  tl.e  Sonne  of  John  Blisse  and  Ursula  hi.,  wife  bapti.^ed  Jiinc  y^  10th. 
l'.3,S  J,i,n  Bii-.-:e  ye  son  of  John  Blisse  and  Joane  hi^>  wile  was  buried  January  9 
1''3''  jafie  ye  daughter  of  George  Bliss  and  Ursu.la  his  wife  was  buried  february 

lk!i. 

I  iu-  pari.rh  records  of  Hcyford,  adjoining  Stowe,  give  £c\'en 
additional  iter.is  of  the  Stowe  Blisses,  between  1397  and  1653,  and 
tlse  resistor  at  Dodford  adds  ci^^dit  iten-is,  1C02  to  1655.  The  day 
scliouls  at  Hcyford  are  called  "Bliss's  Endowed  Schools." 

J  he  lector  cf  Sluwe  possesses  a  curious  antique  chair  presented 
to  liini  years  ago  by  the  kist  of  the  Bh'sscs  of  his  parish,  who  to'.d 
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him  (.hat  the  chair  hacl  been  an  heirlooni  in  the  Bliss  family.  Tiie 
emigrant  to  America  from  Stowc,  John  Bliss,  horn  there  January 
24,  ISll,  nianied  Rlioada  Billing  (Juh-,  1S33),  li\-ed  in  Bufibrooh, 
Norlhants,  where  he  had  children,  i\Iarlc,  Edward,  Franci>:,  and  Maria, 
and  then  emi-raled  ^\ilh  his  family  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  U.  S.  A. 
Later,  he  resided  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  King  and  Qucensville,  Ontario, 
Can.  Anotlier  John  Bliss,  a  descendant  out  of  Stowc,  born  at  Wcedon 
Bee  (adjoining  Stowe)  circa  1745,  married  there  Elizabeth  Judkins, 
of  the  same  place,  and  had  a  son,  Richard,  v,ho  married  Elizabeth 
Chambers  of  Farthingstone.  This  Richard  Bliss  had  a  son,  Joseph, 
born  I\Iay  IS,  1805,  who  married  in  1826  Lucy  Warwick  (born  at 
Farthingstone,  June  19,  1805),  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in   1836-7,  and  left  issue. 
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The   Northern   Blisses 

At  Dorc,  Derbyshire,  upon  the  border  of  Yorkshire,  one  William 
Blys  is  mentioned  in  a  Derbyshire  charter  of  1325  [No.  lOlS]  as  having 
held  a  lease  of  a  house  and  some  land,  which  appears  to  have  been 
renewed  to  his  heirs,  by  the  landlord.  From  this  record  it  may  be 
imagined  that  this  William  Blys  had  only  a  son-in-law  to  succeed 
him  in  Dorc,  or  that  his  son  had  assumed  the  surname  of  Fullo 
instead  of  Bliss.  Such  assumptions  were  frequent  and  are  common 
occurrences  nowadays.  The  Blisses  did  not  develop  after  1325  in 
Derbyshire. 

Three  Blisses  had  become  clergymen  (priests)  in  the  north  of 
England,  at  York  and  Uttoxeter,  before  1471.  Although  dying 
without  issue,  not  necessarily  graduated  from  a  university,  and 
appointed  to  their  livings  from  some  other  part  of  England  to  us 
now  unknown,  the  discoveries  concerning  them,  are  most  inter- 
esting. Thomas  Blys,  vicar  of  Uttoxeter,  Staffordshire,  was  sued 
for  land  in  his  possession,  1461-1483.  [Early  Chancery  Proceed- 
ings 11-440.    1461-1483.] 

The  Thomas  Blissc  of  York  was  appointed  rector  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Gregory  in  that  city,  Marcli  16,  1440,  by  the  Prior  and  Convent 
of  PIol}'  Trinity  of  York,  and  he  held  tlie  position  until  his  death 
in  April,  1471. 

The  translation  of  the  Latin  testament  of  Si"-  Thomas  Rlisse  of  York: — 

[On  file  at  the  Prolv.re  Registry,  City  of  York,  Vol.  4.  p.  157.] 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  On  the  13t!i  day  of  the  month  of  Ajjril  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1471  I,  Sir  Thomas  Blysse,  rector  of  the  parish  church  of  St. 
Gregory  tlic  Pope  in  the  cit)'  of  York,  of  v.'hole  niind  and  perfect  memory,  estab- 
lish make  and  ordain  my  testament  in  rhis  manner.  First  I  bequeath  and  com- 
mend my  soul  to  God  Almighty  and  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  and  all  the 
angels  and  saints  of  God,  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  chance!  of  the  parish 
church  aforesaid.  Item,  I  bequeath  to  the  keepers  or  warders  of  the  said  church 
to  the  use  and  beh.oof  of  the  same  church  26?.  3d.  whicli  are  due  to  me  on  the 
day  of  the  drawing  up  of  tlie  presents  by  John  Radcliff  kte  of  Y'ork,  gentle- 
man, upon  a  missal  pledged  to  me  for  che  same  sum  of  26s.  Sd.  And  I  bequeath 
2  lbs.  of  wax  to  be  bought  and  burned  about  my  body  on  th<;  day  of  ir.y  burial. 
And  I  bequeath  my  red  "Tysshew"  adorned  with  silver  to  the  Guild  of  Corpus 
Chiisti  founded  in  the  city  aforesaid.  And  I  bequeath  to  John  Atkynson  of 
Grisyngton  my  best  gown  of  pale  blue,  and  my  turuc  reacliing  to  the  ankles 
of  the  best  silk.  And  1  bequeath  to  Richard  Atl-:^'n30n  of  the  same  place  1 
coverlet,  1  blanket,  and  1  sheet.  Item  I  bequeatii  to  John  Ptreson  of  Keliyngton 
1  coverlet,  1  blanket  and  1  sheet.     And  the  residue  of  al!  my  goods  not  above 
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btqiicatliccl,  my  debts  being  dcihiclcd  and  my  funeral  expenses  honestly  had 
and  made,  I  t;i\-e  and  bcciueath  to  the  disposition  of  Sir  William  Lofthowsc, 
rector  of  the  churcli  of  Lethelay,  and  of  Richard  BcU  of  York,  m>lner,  wiiom 

1  ordain  and  make  my  executors  to  well  and  faitlifuil}'  do  and  perforin  all 
things  above  written,  In  witness  whereof  to  this  present  testament  I  haNc 
affixed  my  seal.     Gi\-en  on  tlie  day,  month  and  year  of  our  Lord  abovesaid. 

Proved  22  April  in  the  said  year  of  our  Lord,  and  administ ration  granted  to 
the  executors  named  in  the  same  will. 

The  prefix  "Sir"  before  the  name  of  Thomas  BHssc,  the  said 
rector,  did  not  mean  that  he  had  been  knighted.  The  prefix  "Sir" 
or  "Schir"  was  anciently  used  to  denote  an  imgraduatcd  cleric, 
a  curate,  and  the  very  numerous  chantry  priests,  or  morrow-mass 
priests  whose  "wages"  were  paid  b}'  the  churchwardens  out  of  the 
funded  property  of  the  chantries.  In  Scotland  the  prefix  had  c\en 
other  uses.  Thomas  Blisse  was  the  rector  of  St.  Gregory's  Church, 
and  his  use  of  the  prefix  seems  a  little  tmcommon,  as  "Mr.  parson" 
and  his  deputy,  the  parisli  priest,  did  not  generally  employ  it. 
Although  knights  used  the  prefix  it  only  properly  indicated  knight- 
hood for  a  clergyman  when  the  affix  "Knt.,"  "Knight,"  or  "Knycht" 
was  used  with  the  "Sir." 

The  Will  of  William  Blis  of  York,  chapLua 

[From  Re3;!3trum  Testamentum  Eboriensis,  Vol.  IV,  folio  132,  Probate 
Registry,  York.]     (Translation) : — 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  the  9th  of  October  A.D.  1472  I  William  Blis  of 
York  chaplain*  beinj'  of  snund  mind  and  memory  m?A''"'  and  ordain  my  usta- 
ment  in  this  manner.  First  I  bequeath  &  commend  my  soul  to  God  Almighty, 
blessed  Mary  ever  virgin  his  mother,  &  all  Saints,  and  my  body  to  be  buried 
within  the  choir  of  the  Friars  Carmelites  in  York.  And  I  bequeath  to  the 
afsd  order  of  Friars  for  having  the  devotion  of  my  burial  there  ^,^^  [3  shillings 
4  pence]  with  my  surplice.  Also  I  bequeath  2  lbs  of  wax  to  be  made  into  4  candles 
&  burnt  around  my  body  at  the  e.xequies  &  mass  on  the  day  of  my  buria!  of  vvvich 

2  shall  be  sent  after  mass  to  my  parish  church  and  the  other  2  placed  vvith  my 
body  at  the  place  of  the  Carmelite  Friars  afsd  Al.-o  I  bequeath  to  every  chaplain 
conting  to  my  exequies  &  m.ass  on  the  day  of  my  burial  4d  Also  for  my  funeral 
expenses  to  be  made  by  the  discretion  of  my  e.\ecuiors  belov/  named  2Gs-  Also 
I  bequeath  the  house  of  St  Robert  of  Knaresbrough  Sd  Also  to  the  house  of 
the  Assumption  of  Blessed  Mary  of  Jilouni  Grace  2s-  Also  to  the  Confra- 
ternity or  gild  of  Corpus  Christi  in  York  12d  Also  to  Alice  Eiis  my  sister  c 
mattress  a  pair  of  best  sheets  £:  2  ewers  with  the  best  coverlet  belonging  to 
my  bed,  a  gown,  viz  the  next  after  my  mortuary.  Also  to  the  same  Alice  Elis 
in  money  13s Id  that  she  may  pray  for  my  soul  Also  to  Margt  Scully  my  kins- 
woman 354d  vv'ith  a  gov,-n  viz  after  that  gov.'n  bequeathed  to  my  sister    Also  I 

'Chaplain,  tho  curate  of  a  chapel,  cr  a  domestic  c'mplain;  any  ono  scrvir.g  a  char.cl  v.ith  cr 
without  "cure  cf  souls." 
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bcciue.uli  Ariics  Harbour,  widow  3s Id  Also  to  John  Dalhy,  chaplii  3.ild  AI.-o 
to  Sii  [Doiii]  Will  Mirf\'ii,  chaplii,  wy  short  sword  called  a  Baslard  with.  siKx-r 
sheath  &  the  j-ros-;  in  xay  room  Also  I  will  that  the  afsd  W'ilhn  ?tlirfyn  ^llall 
ha\'e  my  liiile  ma/er  cup  fcjr  h'a  moiie>'  beh^re  others  as  valued  by  faithful  iiien 
i^  iMider  20d.  A1..-0  that  he  keej)  me  in  inemoiy  &  pi'a>'  fur  mo  Also  I  bequeath 
to  Richard  Kirlccton  Cliap'n  a  little  sil\er  cup  pounced  that  he  niaj'  pra>'  for  n>;'. 
Also  to  John  Dent,  pore  little  man  (paupericulo)  a  russet  gown  a  coverlet  1 
blanket  ic  1  worn  slicct  belonging  to  ni>-  bed.  Also  to  Juliana  Lolby,  poor  little 
woman  (pau[)cricu!e)  1  old  coverlet,  a  blanket  ^  a  sheet.  Also  to  every  pauper 
in  the  hospital  of  St.  Trinity  in  Fossgatc,  York,  l><d.  Also  to  the  sd  hospital 
13sld.  Also  I  Viill  that  my  feather  bed  be  sold  for  the  best  price  &  spent  &  not 
to  remain  in  the  hands  or  possession  of  my  executors.  The  Residue  of  all  my 
goods  &c  I  give  &  bequeath  to  Thomas  Withcall,  chapln  John  Fox  in  the 
ho.spital  afsd  &  Sir  William  Cabaro,  Rector  of  the  Church  of  St.  Helen  on  the 
Walls,  which  same  Thomas  John  &  Willm  I  appoint  &  ordain  my  executors 
to  dispose  the  sd  Residue  to  a  worthy  &  honest  chapln  within  the  sd  hospital 
to  celebrate  daily  for  my  soul,  the  souls  of  my  parents  &  benefactors,  &  all  the 
faitliful  departed  until  the  last  i.ienn>-  of  the  sd  Residue  be  fully  spent  as  they 
will  answer  before  the  Suprenie  Judge.  And  I  bequeath  to  each  one  of  them 
for  his  trouble  5s-  to  be  taken  from,  my  goods.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereto 
set  my  seal.  Dated  the  day  «S:  year  abovesaid.  Moreover  I  gi\e  to  e\ery  one 
of  my  exors  imdertaking  the  burden  a  silver  spoon.  .Also  I  befiucalh.  one  penny 
weekly  for  a  year  to  be  spent  in  bread  &  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  sd  hospital. 
vl/,  on  Friday  in  one  week  to  4  of  them,  and  on  Friday  in  another  week  to  4 
others,  so  that  it  may  be  equally  di\-idcd  between  tiiem  &  that  they  may  everyone 
of  them  pray  for  me.  Tiie.^e  being  vritnesses  V.'illni  j>,fyrfyn  &  Richd  Kirkcion, 
chaplains. 

Probate  grained  15  Deer  A.  D.  1472  to  sd  Thomas  Withcall  i?:  John  Fox, 
chaplains,  pov.'er  being  reser\'ed  of  making  like  grant  to  Sir  Willm  Cabar,  ch.aphi, 
coexecutcr,  v.dien  lie  shod  rmrip  fnr\<-pr<\ 

The  "Probate  Act"  of  the  Will  of  Robert  Bus,  late  of  Newcrk, 
Nottingham;  the  will  itself  is  not  e.\tant;  hence  there  is  no  e\idence 
that  tlie  te5tai.or  left  is.sue: — 

(From  Regr.  Test,  Ebor.,  \'oi.  V,  fol,  193 — Probate  Registry.  York) 

The  Will  of  Robert  Bli.-,  late  of  Xev.-erk,  deceased,  v.-as  proved  at  Sutluvell 
(Souihwcllj  the  First  day  of  the  nionth  of  May  A.D.  1477  and  adnu'ni.:t.-ation 
granted  to  Marjor>'  the  Relict  &  Fxecutri.--:  named  in  the  same  will,  slu-  having 
been  sv.-orn  in  fcria  of  law. 

Just  here,  a-  the  narralive  is  about  to  proceed  inio  the  greatest 
Bliss  town  of  all,  Daventry  Northants,  .some  thoughts  intervene 
for  a  moment  touching  the  religious  conditions  up  to  the  time  of 
the  three-  Bliss  clergymen  afore-mentioned.  Each  of  these  unmarried 
men  lived  and  died  as  priests  loya!  to  the  Church  of  Rome.     Each 
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p.cknowlcdgcd  tlic  authority  of  tlic  pope  as  a  supc-iioi'  jurii:diction 
over  the  kings  of  lilngland.  Their  two  wills  sound  a  sincere  note. 
Whatever  were  their  practices,  fair  or  selfisii,  in  behalf  of  iheii-  churcli, 
Hioinas  Blisse,  and  \^'illianl  Blis  of  York,  believed  in  them.  Tliey 
died  in  the  belief  that  tlie\-  had  bequeathed  their  .soid;;  "to  God 
Almighty  and  the  Blessed  Virgin  Alary  and  ah  the  angels  and  saints 
of  God."  Whatever  they  did  in  life,  or  whatever  they  believed, 
who  shall  say  that  "the  holyc  conipanye  of  Heaven"  did  not  receive 
their  sou's?  It  is  clear  that  they  esteemed  the  figurati\-e  \'irgin 
and  Saints  and  the  boely  of  her  Son  more  than  they  understood  the 
actual  words  of  the  unmentioned  Jesus  Christ.  Their  intellectual 
inability  to  assimilate  the  great  truths  of  the  New  Testament  is  also 
evident.  They  were  clergymen;  hov;  much  less  did  the  communi- 
cants understand?  It  does  not  matter  now,  whether  they  knelt 
to  piay  before  an  image  of  the  Saviour  or  a  Saint,  or,  on  the  very 
threshold  of  the  Unseen,  they  bent  their  heads  and  their  hearts 
were  humbled.  The  picture  of  the  religious  practices  of  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  centuries  is  a  painful  one  to  stud)-.  It  is  with 
feelings  of  trembling  indignation  and  of  pity  for  the  ecclesiastical 
blindness  that  the  modern  Christian  reads  the  facts  in  any  good 
history  of  England.  When  Green  tells  us  that  "the  clergy  connived 
for  money  at  e\-ery  kind  of  debauchery,"  we  nianxl  liov^-  that  could 
be  really  true.  All  historians  concur,  hov^-ever,  save  those  of  R.ome, 
and  on  much  the  Roman  v/riters  are  silent.  One  prefers  to  leave  the 
facts  alone  as  being  "old  unhappy  far-off  things  and  battles  long 
ago,"  and  to  feel  with  the  philocophcr  that  "happy  is  the  couiitiy 
that  has  no  history."  Intolerable  as  the  conditions  do  seem  to  ha\e 
been  such  v/as  the  spirit  of  those  times;  and  b}'  that  spirit,  rather 
than  by  tliat  of  to-day,  should  tliose  conditions  be  judged.  Xe\'er- 
thelciS  the  v/ealth  of  the  early  church  brouglit  Christian  architectiirc 
to  its  iiighest  beauty  (around  1300).  It  bequeathed  to  us  the  noble, 
grand  cathedrals — "the  pious  work  of  names  once  famed,  now  dubious 
or  forgot."  Our  ancestors  v.ere  called  upon  to  make  sacrifices  for 
such  works,  as  well  as  for  their  more  voluntary  gifts.  If  they  were 
opprLSfed,  we  arc  jO}-ous.  These  old  cathedrals,  abbeys,  and  parish 
churclies  of  England,  they  arc  ours — York,  Lincoln,  Peterborough, 
Tyringham,  Cranheld,  Wcotton,  Stowc,  Pattishall,  Bedford,  Xorrh- 
ampton,  Daventr}',  Preston,  Fawslcy,  and  the  rest.  They  are  ours! 
Our  Bliss  ancestors  have  made  them  so.  "We  never  tread  v/ithin 
them  but  we  set  our  foot  upon  some  reverend  history."  What 
would  the  landscape  be  without  them? 
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"Sec  yonder  hallowed  fane! 
. ;  That  seems  to  lift  the  soul  up  silcntl>' 

To  heaven  with  all  its  dreams." 

They  will  conic  home  to  us  with  a  deeper  meaning,  arousing  a 
sense  of  personal  possession,  if,  when  we  jotirney  to  England  to  gaze 
upon  tlicm,  we  but  stop  a  moment  to  thin!:  who  built  them,  and  why, 
and  what  for.  Moreover,  to  whatever  church  or  creed  we  nov/ 
subscribe,  these  ancient  palaces  of  heaven  should  appeal  to  us  all 
equally  and  alike,  arousing  more  than  a  mere  admiration  for  their 
architectural  excellencies. 

The  aim  of  Wyclif,  "to  take  man  out  of  the  hands  of  the  priest, 
and  to  place  his  religion  in  his  personal  responsibility,  intelligence, 
and  right  feeling,"  cjuickly  obtained  great  honor  amid  the  people 
of  the  INIidlands  of  England.  "There  was  not  a  man  or  woman  in 
that  county"  [Leicester],  says  Thompson  [History  of  Leicestershire, 
p.  78],  "save  priests  and  nuns  who  did  not  at  that  time  openly  profess 
their  disbelief  in  the  doctrine  of  the  church  and  their  appro\-al  of 
the  new  views  of  the  Lollards"  (followers  of  Wyclif).  Twenty  years 
after  Philip  Blisse  and  his  fatlier,  William,  became  of  record  at  Woot- 
ton  (as  noted),  the  Lollards  were  ordered  out  of  England  by  royal 
edict  (1384);  their  books  were  destroyed  wherever  found;  and 
religious  liberty  v\as  suppressed  for  another  century.  It  was  even 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  later  before  public  opinion  forced  the 
printing  of  the  Bible  in  tlie  English  language,  for  general  distribu- 
tion. Not  until  the  reiga  of  Eliztibeth  [i5oe-i6uo]  came  "  the  general 
intellectual  quickening."  So  till  nearly  up  to  that  time  our  ancesto'^s 
may  be  properly  considered  to  have  accepted,  in  the  abstract  at  least, 
the  propositions  that  were  laid  down  to  tliem  in  the  parish  churches 
of  the  little  towns  and  villages  in  which  they  passed  their  uneventful 
workaday  lives.  Few  if  any  of  them  niade  the  expensive  journey 
to  the  shrine  at  Canterbury,  or  even  v.-ent  on  a  pilgrimage  among 
the  thousands  to  the  nearer  Walsingham, — the  ancient  Lourdes, — 
as  did  -Margaret  Paston,  v.Iio,  when  her  husband  vvas  ill  in  London, 
wrote: — 

"My  moder  he  bestyd  a  noJer  yiranage  of  v/ax  of  the  waytte  of  yew  to 
oyer  Lady  of  Waisinglnim  ...  ID  pray  for  yow;  and  I  ha\e  hastyd  to 
gon  on  pylgraynimays  to  Wa'syngham  for  yow." 

The  monks  there  exhibited  a  phial,  as  a  most  sacred  object, 
said  to  be  filled  with  the  milk  of  the  Virgin.  Surely,  from  the  middle 
of  the  fourteenth  to  nearly  the  sixteenth  century  our  ancestors  were 
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told  that  there  could  be  no  forgiveness  of  sin  until  a  <;ii"t  had  been 
made  to  the  cliurch,  if  demanded;  and  th.at  there  could  be  no  repose 
of  a  soul,  after  death,  until  they  had  paid  for  masses.  The  common 
doctrine  \vas  as  much  as  to  say  (as  has  been  pilliily  said)  that  "a 
man  could  -with  perfect  confidence  cf)mniit  as  niiicli  of  v,hate\"er  sin 
liked  him,  as  he  chose,  all  the  time  he  lived  in  this  world,  provided 
he  could  procure  the  necessary  number  of  masses  to  be  said  for  his 
soul  after  he  was  dead."  Although  the  standard  histories  recount 
how,  as  late  as  1509,  "the  church  trembled  at  the  progress  of  [what 
it  called]  'heresy,'"  was  "rendered  weak  by  its  want  of  spiritual 
life,  by  its  antagonism  to  the  deeper  religious  convictions  of  the 
people,  and  its  blind  hostility  to  the  intellectual  movement  v^hich 
was  beginning  to  stir  the  world,"  and  that  "churchmen  were  jealous 
onl}-  for  the  preservation  of  their  vast  estates,"  Dr.  John  blysse 
of  London,  as  late  as  1530,  beciueathed  money  to  the  blackfriars, 
for  a  "whole  Trentall  of  Masses  for  my  sowle."  He  was  the  last 
Bliss  of  England  to  so  bequeath.  iMasses  for  the  repose  of  the  dead 
m  the  minds  of  the  living  need  not  bn  criticised  by  any  Christian. 
Science  has  not  yet  discovered  what  ef-'ect,  if  anj-,  su:li  a  service 
may  have  for  the  spirit  of  the  deparled,  in  the  Hereafter  to  v.hich 
that  spirit  is  believed  to  have  gone.  As  for  the  Biisces  reposing 
in  the  quiet  Midland  villages,  "exempt  from  public  haunts," 
believe  it,  dear  reader,  their  daily  tasks  fortunattly  occupied  their 
minds.  Much  of  the  political  and  religious  strife  passed  over  their 
heads.  They  wrote  little  and  read  less.  They  took  things  as  they 
canie;  and  like  many  a  tired,  modern  man  of  business,  in  a  Sunday- 
morning  pew,  they,  in  their  stolid,  rugged  composu.re,  slept  through 
it  all,  or  a  good  part  of  it.  Upon  their  furrovrcd  brovv's  sat  the 
equanimity  of  Nature.  Kings  might  come  and  kings  might  go,  taxa- 
tion was  what  they  feared  the  m.ost.  Whether  they  confessed  their 
sins  to  a  priest,  or  direct  to  Heaven  in  their  own  chambers,  their 
daily  toil  v/as  none  the  less.  The  world  might  be  round,  or  it  nvight 
be  flat;  it  did  not  matter  to  tliem.  We  may  well  doubt,  hov/evcr,  if 
they  would  have  joined  the  Zetetic  Society  of  England  tlie  members 
of  which  believe  that  the  earth  is  nat,  and  whose  president,  Lady 
Blount,  declared  at  her  lecture  at  Bournemouth  in  1910  that  she  had 
made  many  practical  experiments  which  prove  that  the  earth  is  not 
a  globe,  that  there  are  no  such  places  as  the  North  and  South  Poles, 
and  that  the  reason  why  the  topmasts  of  a  ship  at  sea  were  seen 
before  the  hull  was  only  because  of  the  mists  on  the  surface  of  the 
waters  and  not  the  curvature  of  the  earth. 
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The   Home  of  Tiiomos   Blisse,  the  Emigrant 

r)a\"entr)-,  a  market  tov.  n  in  tlie  Hundred  of  Fawsley,  Deanery 
of  Davcntry,  Archdcaconr}-  of  Northampton,  and  Diocese  of  Pctcr- 
'borou^;h,  was  the  home  of  our  ancestors  for  one  hundred  aiid  fifty 
years  prior  to  the  emigration  to  New  Enr:;land — the  scene  of  the 
Blisses'  achievements  as  freemen,  yeomen,  merchants.  Davcntr>- 
is  seventy-two  miles  from  London  on  "the  great  road"  from  London 
to  Chester,  twelve  miles  north  of  Sulgrave,  where  lived  the  ancestors 
of  George  Washington,  fifteen  miles  west  from  Ecton,  where  Benja- 
min Franklin's  ancestors  forged  and  hammered,  twenty-five  miles 
to  the  eastward  of  Shakespeare's  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  twelve 
miles  westward  from  the  city  of  Northampton.  Davcntry  is  a  parish 
and  an  incorporated  borough,  situate  upon  the  top  and  westward 
slope  of  a  long,  low  hill.  The  altitude  of  the  village  is  over  400 
feet  above  sea  level,  rising  to  600  feet  in  the  surrounding  hills.  The 
district  forms  the  highest  land  in  the  County  of  Northampton  and  the 
highest  generally  between  the  eastern  seaboard  and  the  West  of 
England.  The  town  comprises  4000  acres,  had  25S2  people  in  ISOl, 
4565  in  1841,  and  over  5000  in  1900.  The  assessable  value  of  the 
land  and  houses  is  about  £13,000.  There  are  three  principal  streets, 
named  High,  Sheaf,  and  Lichneld,  and  a  market  phce  in  the  form 
of  an  irregular  triangle.  The  land  and  houses  are  chiefly  owned 
by  three  landlords,  one  of  vvhom  is  tlie  lord  of  the  manor. 

Davcntry  is  commercial  and  altogether  modern  in  aspect.  It  is 
picturesque  in  nothing.  The  cutlyirg  hills  alone  hold  one's  aesthetic 
vision.  Grovra  too  large  to  have  sufTercd  the  dreamy  contin.uance 
of  its  earlier  rustic  beauties,  it  is  too  small  for  any  notable  "mar!:s 
of  earthly  state."  For  pretty  gardens,  green  hedge.-.,  soft  lavrns, 
and  charming  old  niansions  and  cottages,  for  v^hich  England  is 
famous,  Davcntry  is  without  distinction.  Its  streets  and  houses 
breathe  the  spirit  of  a  rigid,  civic,  and  domestic  economy — an 
indifference,  if  not  an  insensibility,  to  the  joy  and  the  pride  of  pleas- 
ing, cheerful  outward  appearances.  It  is  compact  and  practical, 
plain  and  j;r:bstantial;  and  clean,  both  place  and  people.  Both  are 
enduring  rather  than  ititeresting,  virtuous  if  not  also  attractive, 
complacoat  rather  than  conscious  of  the  advance  of  the  great  v/orld 
without,  "save  in  a  few  exceptions."  Before  1635  Daventr>'  pre- 
sented quite  a  different  aspect.  The  remains  of  prehistoric  man 
of  the  neolithic  stone  age  have  been  found  at  Daventry.  Among 
Nature's   barriers  eastward   from   the  village,   on   Eorough-h.ill,   is 
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the  site  of  the  most  cxtcnsl\e  l\onia!i  encampment  in  Great  Britain 
Thereon  ^\•as  a  village  called  by  tlic  Britons,  before  the  time  ol 
Christ,  Boiavcnta,  and  by  the  Romans,  after  the  first  century 
Isannavaria. 

Baker  [History  and  Antiquiltcs  of  (he  Counly  of  Norlhcrr.plcii],  who  devotCL 
a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  this  encampment,  and  who  discovered 
the  Roman  Prcctorium,  tells  us  that  "the  outer  circumference  of  tlie  ramparts 
is  rather  more  than  two  miles  and  a  cjuarter;  the  diameter  from  nortli  to  scurl] 
one  mile;  from  east  to  west,  at  the  widest  point,  3  furlongs;  and  the  contents 
of  the  whole  area  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres."  "  Below  this  encampment 
or  ranipire,"  writes  Mr.  Morton,  "about  2S0  yards  on  the  soutlieast  side  of  the 
same  hill,  is  a  lesser  camp,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  surrounded  by  a  single  trench 
and  a  bank  of  earth  on  the  inside  of  it.  The  area  is  supposed  to  be  about  an  acre, 
the  figure  an  oblong  square.  The  entrances  into  it  appear  to  have  been  on  the 
cast,  and  anoth.er  on  the  opposite  or  western  side.  The  use  of  it  perhaps  was 
for  lodging  carriages.  On  the  south  side  of  the  Borough-hill,  at  the  foot  of  it, 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  rampire,  is  that  place,  by  tlie  country 
people  called  Burnt  Walls,  where  many  loads  of  stone,  of  ruined  walls  and  founda- 
tions, have  been  digged  up.  It  takes  up  about  six  acres  of  ground,  seems  to  have 
been  moated  round,  and  perhaps  had  water  conveyed  to  it  from  the  old  pools  at 
no  great  distance  in  that  part  called  Daintry  Park."  That  Borough-hill  had  been 
a  primitive  settlement  of  our  aboriginal  ancestors,  previous  to  the  invasion 
of  tlie  Romans,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt;  and  Baker  is  of  opinion  that  wlicn 
Ostorlus,  the  Rom.an  General,  succeeded  in  routing  and  dispersing  the  IccrA 
Corolani,  he  adopted  Benaventa  for  one  of  his  stations;  converting  the  northern 
point  of  the  hill  towards  the  Watling- street  into  a  Castva  Msika,  or  sumir.er 
camp,  and  changing  the  name  of  the  town  to  Isannavaria,  and  its  site  to  tlie 
Burnt  W;i!ls  in  the  ^'al'.oy  between  the  so''.t''er"  er^^rcmitv  of  thi'^  h*''  ""^d  t';"  '■'" 
on  which,  till  some  years  since,  Daventry-v.-ood  stood.  And  that  after  the  final 
evacuation  of  this  island  by  the  Romans,  in  the  fifth  century,  the  importance 
of  Borough-hill  as  a  military  post  could  not  be  overlooked,  and  it  muit  have  been 
occupied  by  the  Saxons  and  probably  by  the  Danes,  and  consequently  under- 
gone many  changes  and  modificati'.ns.  At  the  northern  point  of  the  hill  v.as  a 
mount  c.-ii!cd  Bunker's-hill,  which  in  all  probability  was  a  speculum  or  beacon 
tumulus.  In  November,  1823,  Z.Ir.  Baker  had  the  western  side  of  the  hill 
cxca\-ated,  when  he  discovered  the  site  of  the  Prctoriun:,  or  residence  of  the 
Roman  general,  consisting  of  several  rooms  and  a  bath,  wiili  curiously  wrought 
tessellated  pa\ements,  a  large  portion  of  Vih.ich  was  in  the  possession  of  a  Mr. 
Blundeil  (builder,  etc.)  of  Daventry,  who  assi^itcd  in  the  research.  Several 
fragments  of  Rom.\n  pottery,  burnt  earth,  and  cliarred  wood,  a  part  of  an 
instrument  resembling  a  sacrificing  knife,  teeth,  jav, bones,  and  otiier  bones  of 
horses  and  ocher  animals  were  discovered  at  the  same  time.  A  range  of  tumuli 
was  also  opened,  and  fragments  of  sepulchral  urns  discovered.  "Just  within 
the  entrenchments,"  says  Morton,  "the  whole  circuit  of  the  area,  excepting 
only  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  the  northern  part  of  it,  h;.th  for  several  years 
been  a  celebrated  course  for  hor;e  races;  which,  as  it  hath  boon  measured  and  is 
now  usually  computed,  wants  about  2S  yards  of  two  miles."     These  races  v.ere 
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held  .uuuial'y  until  174),  when  they  v.-ere  paillally  di^cntiuutc!,  thou^li 
occasionally  resumed  tiil  the  hill  v,-as  inclosed  in  ISOl.  Vestiges  of  a  fortifica- 
tion havi.  been  discovered  at  the  opposite  side  of  I'lc  road,  •which  probably  was 
connected  with  this  great  Roni^m  station,  tliougli  tlic  inhabitants  a3sign  it  to 
Jolin  of  Gaunt,  and  it  is  still  called  John  of  Gaunt's  Castle.  Several  llonian 
coins  iiavc  been  frequently  found  here,  also  a  denarius  of  Constantinc. 

Baker  supposes  that  the  later  tCAvii  of  Davcntr}-  may  date  its 
origin  from  tlie  British  or  Roman  station,  or  both,  on  Borough-hill, 
and  that  as  civilization  advanced  the  people  deserted  their  residences 
upon  the  hill,  or  reserved  them  for  retreat  in  danger,  and  descended 
to  the  lower,  less-exiDoscd  position  of  the  present  village.  The  final 
syllable  "tre"  is  tlie  British  word  for  town;  and  the  preHx  of  the 
first  and  the  termination  of  the  second  s\l!able  of  the  name  would 
designate  the  upper  and  the  lower  town.  It  was  a  popular  notion  of 
some  of  the  inhabitants  that  Daventry  was  founded  and  named 
by  the  Danes,  and  the  usual  pronunciation  of  the  name  is  still  as 
it  was  spelled,  Danetrcc.  "But  this  notion,"  commicnt?  Baker,  "is 
v.ithout  any  foundation  .  .  .  The  name  is  very  probably  a 
compound  of  the  British  Divy  Avon  Tre,  the  town  of  tl;e  two  A^'ons. 
The  de^'ice  of  the  tov.n-crier  [and  on  the  town  sjal  dated 
1615]  beais  tliC  emgie  of  a  Dane  cutting  down  a  tree,"  a  design  that 
carnc  from  the  erroneous  supposition  or  tradition  of  the  citizcr^s 
in  1595. 

Had  cur  ancestors  remained  in  Daventry  a  short  period  longer 
they  would  have  seen  Cliarles  I  and  his  army  in  this  town,  anu  d 
fev,'  days  later,  the  Battle  of  Nascby,  and  the  fall  of  ihe  Cro\\"n. 
Charles  I  slept  six  nights  at  the  Wheatsheaf  Inu  (still  an  imi  to-day), 
while  his  army  of  10,000  men  encam.ped  upon  Borougli-hill  under 
arms  all  night.  On  the  n;orning  of  June  13,  1645,  the  force  marched 
to  Naseby,  where  a  few  hours  later  both  king  and  followers  were 
crushed  by  Cromwell  and  his  army  of  Puritan  farmers  and  trades- 
men. From  Borough-hill  may  be  seen  the  battle  field  of  Naseby, 
also  Holmby  House  where  Charles  I  was  confined,  and  Barden-hill 
in  Charnwcjod-forest,  distant  forty  miles,  as  v.x-ll  as  Northampton 
city,  Hanslopc  church,  in  Bucks,  and  the  spires  of  Covcnii}'.  Ten 
riiiics  eastward  is  the  battle  field  of  the  Nen,  v.-here  ended  the  Wars 
cf  the  Roses  in  the  final  victory  of  the  Yorkists  over  the  Lancas- 
trians for  the  Crown  of  England. 

As  The  Priory,  for  monks  of  the  Cluniac  order,  a  scion  of  the  Benedictines, 
and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  de  Caritate,  and  St.  Augustine,  apostle  oi  England, 
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cnlcicd  into  tlie  religious  life  of  the  people  licie  until  the  Reformation  (153<)). 
we  may  cjiiote  tliis  mention  of  it,  noting  particularly  liow  wealthy  this  priory 
became,  through  t!ie  gifts  made  to  it,  for  reasons  that  we  ha\c  hereinbefore 
described.  "It  was  founded  about  1090,  by  Hugh  dc  Lcycester,  or  as  he  is 
frequcjitly  called,  Ilu^h  Vicccoiucs.  It  originated  in  an  anterior  foundation 
at  Preston-Capes,  where  the  nimibcr  of  the  nionhs  did  not  exceed  four,  and  the 
situation  proving  inconvenient  through  the  want  of  v.ater,  and  its  proximity 
to  his  castle,  he  translated  them  here,  and  erected  a  monastery  near  the  parish 
church,  with  the  consent  of  Simon  de  St.  Liz,  Earl  of  Norihampton,  and  lord 
of  Da\entry."  [Through  many  benefactions  the  prior}-  had  an  income,  in  1526, 
of  £236  7s.  4d.  per  annum.]  "This  was  one  of  the  monasteries  which  was 
dissoK^cd  by  the  permission  of  Pope  Clement  MI  by  King  Henry  VIII  in  the 
seventeenth  year  of  his  reigir  (1526)  and  granted  to  Cardinal  W'olsey  towards 
the  erection  of  his  new  colleges  in  O.^ford  and  Ipswich."  Stowe  remarks  on  the 
fatal  success  of  the  principal  actors  in  this  afl'air  of  the  dissoluiion,  that  of  the 
five  persons  wlio  were  the  Cardinal's  chief  instruments,  "two  fell  at  discorde 
between  themselves,  and  the  one  slewe  the  other,  for  the  which  the  survivor 
was  hanged;  tlie  thirdc  di'owned  himself  in  a  well;  the  fourth  being  well  kr.owne, 
and  valued  v.orth  £200,  became  in  three  years  so  pooie  that  he  bogged  till  his 
dying  day;  and  the  fifth  called  Doctor  Allane  being  chief  executor  in  these 
doings,  was  cruelly  maimed  in  Ireland  even  at  such  time  as  hee  \vas  a  bishop; 
the  Cardiiial,  falling  after  into  tlie  King's  grievous  displeasure,  was  deposed 
and  died  miserably;  the  colleges  which  hee  meant  to  have  made  so  glorious 
a  building  came  riever  to  good  effect,  the  one  at  Ips'.vich  cler.nc  pulled  down, 
and  the  other  in  O.xford  unfinished."  Upon  the  death  of  C.udiiia!  V.'cliey, 
in  1530,  the  revenues  of  the  intended  colleges  fell  to  the  Crov.'ii,  and  in  t'.vo 
years  after  when  the  unfinished  undertaking  was  refounded  uiidcr  a  new  desig- 
nation— King  Henr>'  VIII's  College,  in  Oxford, — this  monastery  v.'ith  .-".11  its 
possessions  wa.s  included  in  the  endowment  and  continued  r.p.r.erccd  to  it  tiil 
the  dean  and  canons  surrendered  their  charter  to  the  King  in  1545,  preparatory 
to  the  college  being  con\ertcd  iiUo  the  seat  of  a  bishopric.  The  priory  stood 
contiguous  to  the  west  end  of  the  church.,  extending  northwards.  There  a;e  no 
visible  remains  of  it,  at  present,  the  last  \estige3,  supposed  to  have  been  the 
refectory,  and  vrh.icli  had  been  used  for  some  time  as  the  National  School,  being 
considered  in  a  dangerous  state  aiid  incapable  of  repair,  v.'ere  taken  down  in  1S24, 
and  the  present  gaol  and  schools  erected  partly  on  its  site. 

The  accompanying  engra\ing  of  the  Cluniac  Priory  was  made  before  the 
destruction  of  the  building.  The  adjoining  church  was  the  one  attended  by 
tile  Bliss  family  of  Daventry  for  three  hundred  years. 
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Tlic.   Blisse  Mercers  and   Drapers  of  Daventry 

Henry  Biysse,  named  on  the  foregoing  chart  as  the  brother  of 
Ivichard  and  Thomas  Hlysse,  was  born  circa  1450,  and  evidently 
was  dead  in  1524.  Probably  he  was  not  tlie  first  BHss  in  Daventry; 
but  he  is  the  first  of  record.  The  record  of  him  is  that  of  his  appear- 
ance before  the  manoiial  court.  The  lord  of  the  manor  then  was 
King  Henry  YH.  Daventry  was  then  a  parcel  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, which  duchy  was  and  still  is  the  property  of  the  occupant 
of  the  throne.  This  manor  first  became  a  part  of  the  duchy  in  135S 
when  it  came,  by  marriage,  to  the  well-known  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke 
of  Lancaster,  the  fourth  son  of  Edward  HI.  Daventry  remained 
the  possession  of  the  sovereign  until  some  years  after  1600;  hence 
our  Daventr}'  ancestors  v.ere  tenants  of  seven  kings  and  two  queeriS, 
viz.:  Edward  IV,  Edward  V,  Richard  HI,  Henry  YII,  Henry  VHI, 
Edward  \''I,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  James  L  Into  the  private  purses 
of  these  monarchs  went  much  of  the  money  that  the  Blisses  paid 
for  I'entals  in  leases  of  lands  and  buildings.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  time  there  was  an  intermediary  lord  wlio  held  a  "blanket" 
lease  from  the  throne,  and  who  then,  in  turn,  leased  or  rented  to  the 
actual  occupanls.  This  scheme  raised  the  rents  to  the  tenants 
and  made  the  intermediary  lord  more  of  a  "gentleman"  than  ever. 
Later  the  intermediaries  acquired  actual  ov/ncrship,  a.':d  then  fol- 
lowed the  manorial  magnificence  of  the  great  private  parks  of 
Fav/sley  (700  acres)  and  Welton  Place,  v.'ith  their  noble-  inai.^ioii^, 
which  are  still  owned  by  two  families.  This  system  contrasts  so 
unfavorably  v.ith  that  in  vogue  in  America,  Ydicre  the  man  wh.o 
actual!}'  carries  on  the  business  of  faru'iing  usually  also  owns  the  title 
to  the  land  and  buildings,  thus  giving  him  the  fullest  opportunities 
v.-hich  have  resulted  in  making  him  about  the  most  independent 
of  American  citizens,  that  one  recalls  the  words  of  Disraeli:  "The 
land  cannot  be  made  to  support  three  people — the  ov.ner,  the  farmer, 
and  the  labourer."  In  other  v.ords,  as  Begbie  ptits  it:  "The  soil 
will  keep  the  man  who  tills  it,  and  by  God's  lav.'  it  will  support 
no  other."  The  landlordism  that  still  prevails  in  England  no'.v 
results  in  the  co:7iparative  poverty  of  the  small  farmer  on  rented 
land,  for  which  he  must  pay  from  £2  to  £5  a  year  rent  per  acre  for 
good  arable  soil.  Despite  the  comparative  ignorance  of  the  peasant 
and  his  unhappy  situation,  under  this  system  of  "land  mionopoly" 
wherein  he  makes  so  pathetic  a  figure  in  Millet's  paintings  and  so 
grotesque  a  feature  of  the  comic  journals,  when  one  comes  to  consider 
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wliat  he  lias  cndurixl;  wiien  one  sees  liim  toiling  Irom  dajbrcah 
to  dusk  for  a  few  sliillings  a  week;  when  it  is  remembered  how  he  lins 
reared  large  families  in  some  idea  of  religion  and  with  regard  for 
sobriety  and  general  decency,  on  his  meager  wages  and  in  his  anticiue 
hovel  of  a  house;  ^vhen  one  speaks  v.'ith  him  in  the  village  street, 
or  uj5on  the  fields,  and  notes  his  ever-respectful  bearing, — one  who 
is  unprejudiced  and  unfettered  by  caste  cannot  help  but  think  wliat 
a  remarkably  honest,  self-restrained,  and  worthy  specimen  of  a  man 
he  is.  He  merits,  indeed,  the  ownership  and  full  profits  of  the  land 
that  he  cultivates.  Such  as  he  were  thousands  of  the  early  emigrants 
to  America,  and  emigrant  thousands  more  had  but  little  greater 
wealth  other  than  virile  manhood  and  determined  womanhood. 
From  conditions  akin  to  his  these  thousands  raised  their  faivillies 
to  independence  on  American  soil.  Just  that  opportunity  to  so  do 
v/as  the  chief  reason  why  the  majority  of  emigrants  forsook  England 
for  New  England's  brighter  skies  and  challenging  prospects.  Henry 
BIysse  v/as  jjresented  at  the  manorial  courr,  viz.: — 

Manor  Court  Rolls.  Duchy  of  Lnncaster.  [This  roll,  No.  105-1500,  is  in 
the  Record  Office,  Londo!i.]     (Translation.) 

A.D.  1502.     Daventry  Nori.ufiinf)tonsliire. 

\'ic\v  of  Frankpledge"'  and  Court  of  the  Ivlosi  Illustrious  Prince  King  Ileiiry 
the  7th.  h.cid  the.-e  the  Sth.  of  October  the  loth  year  of  his  rei£,u. 

The  tithing  men  present  that  .  .  .  Henry  Bhsse  holds  and  occupi'js 
one  mill  there  called  a  "Make  Myllc"  and  takes  excessive  gain — in  n:crc}.'  6d. 

Thomas  Ecnam  has  made  a  rescue  on  the  coiistaLIi;  in  tl:e  e.-.ecuii^u  of  kis 
office — surety  Henry  BIysse. 

Henry  BIysse  has  made  an  assault  upon  John  Eocher  with  a  poniard— in 
nierc}'  46. 

John  Eocher  has  made  an  assault  on  Simon  Mariliall  v.ith  his  f.st — surciy 
Henry  BIysse. 

John  Johnson  has  made  an  assault  upon  Jclm  Pegs'n  '.vith  his  nst — SlU'CIv 
Henry  BIysse.  And  John  Pegj-n  iuis  made  an  assault  on  said  John  Johnson 
with  his  fist — surety  aforesaid  Plenry  BIysse. 

Tiie  tasters  of  fish  and  flesh  present  that  Kenry  Bljsse  is  a  butcher  and  has 
sold  and  bartered  meat  [or  carcases]  and  taken  excessive  gain — in  mercy   Id. 

\'iew  of  frankpledge  held  the.-e  the  27th  of  April  t!ie  ISth  ycpr  of  Henry 
the  7th: — 

Henry  Eiysse  holds  and  occupies  a  malt  n'ill  there  and  rakes  cx'.-.'S'.i\-e  g  dp — 
in  mercy  6d. 

Ihe  tasters  of  fish  and  flesh  present  that  Henry  Blys  is  a  butclier  arJ  soils 
and  barters  meat  and  takes  excessive  gain. 

•Frarkplcdj:?,  a  ploJge  or  surety  for  the  gcx]  behavior  of  fr;;cncn  made  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  v.hcretiy  ten  freemen  were  to  be  held  reiponslb'e  for  an  ofTensc  con!n;itted  by  one  of 
their  number. 
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The  old  mill  in  Daventry  wherein  malt,  maize,  and  other  cereals 
were  ground  "time  out  of  mind"  stood  about  one  hundred  feet 
back  from  the  cast  side  of  High  Street,  at  the  rear  of  the  present 
business  premises  of  Mr.  Gardner,  a  draper  and  milliner.  The 
old  stone  walls  of  the  mill  were  pulled  down  nearly  to  the  ground 
for  the  later  erection  upon  them  of  higher  walls  of  brick-.  The 
estimable  Samuel  George  Leigh  of  Daventry  remembered  (1909) 
seeing,  when  a  boy,  the  great  round  millstones  grinding  and  turned 
b>'  a  horse  which  trod  in  a  circle  around  llic  stones.  These  tv,o 
millstones  nov\'  form  a  part  of  the  pavement  of  the  narrow  passage- 
way leading  from  the  former  mill  to  High  Street.  The  interior  of 
the  mill  is  now  a  draper's  workroom.  The  millstones  are  very  old 
and  there  is  a  record  of  a  j'ounger  Henry  Blisse  holding  land  close 
by  in  1571.  There  is  no  further  record  exlanl  of  this  first  Henry 
Blysse  save  in  the  following  proceeding  in  chancery.  He  was  first 
a  merchant  and  miller,  and  later  a  successful  mercer,  finishing  and 
dealing  in  woolen  cloth,  which  he  purchased  from  the  weavers  who 
wove  on  hand  looms  in  their  cottage  homes.  These  fal.uics  he  sold 
at  home  and  abroad,  both  wholesale  and  retail.  Probably  he  was 
dead  by  1524,  as  by  this  year  his  son  Thomas  had  succeeded  to  the 
father's  business  of  a  mercer.  Apparently  he  owned  no  land,  but 
did  succeed  in  acquiring  or  building  three  houses.  He  v.-as  lav.^- 
fully  "seased  in  hys  demeane  as  of  fifcc  of  <N:  in  three  messuages  or 
tentcs  with  thapptnances  in  Daventree, "  which  were  sued  for  by 
Robert  Blisse  of  Oadby,  a  grandson  of  his  brothei*  Pichird  Blyss^. 
Henry  also  had  a  brother,  Thojnas  Blysse  (named  in  the  suit),  Vi-ho, 
or  the  brother  Richard^  (probably  the  latter),  v/as  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  the  three  Bliss  emigrants  to  America.  Tiie  original 
bill  of  complaint,  filed  by  the  said  Robert  Blisse,  together  with  the 
de.'"endant's  rejoinder  are  extant.  These  splendid  antiques  illustrate 
the  legal  procedure  tsfup.  Elizabeth  and,  as  v.ell,  prove  valuable  points 
of  pedig.ee.  The  year  in  which  the  suit  v/as  brought  is  not  given; 
it  must  have  been  soon  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Blysse  in  1556, 
aiid  of  the  sale  to  Symes  in  1558. 

(The  original  documents  of  tills  suit  are  in  tiic  Record  OlUce,  London.) 

Proceeding  in  Chancery.     Elizabeth  B-16-14. 

To  the  right  honorable  sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  Knighte  Lord  jccper  of  the  grc^Ue 
seale  of  Englandc. 

Ilurnblyc  complaynynge  shcwcthe  unto  your  honorable  Lordshippe  yor 
poore  &  daylye  orator  Robert  Blisse  of  Odebye  in  the  countye  of  Leic[ostei] 
Laborer  that  whereas  one  Hcnrye  Eljssc  some  tyme  of  Davealrj'e  in  the  countye 
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of  Xorlliniton  mercer  deceasscd  amongestc  oLiicr  thinges  '.vas  Lawfully  scased 
ill  hys  duiiicanc  as  of  ITcc  of  &  in  three  messuages  or  tentes  vrtii  thapprtiiar.ccs 
in  Daventrec  aforesaid  nowe  beinge  in  the  be\tall  liold>nges  or  occupacons  of 
Robert  Bull  Richard  Sniythe  and  Picrsc  Androwcs  And  so  being  tlicrcof 
seascd  had  yssue  John  BI\ssc  and  Thomas  Blysse,  and  the  same  Henry  Bly??e 
at  Da\-cntree  aforesaid  in  the  said  countye  of  Norlhmton  of  suche  an  estate 
thereof  dyed  seased.  After  whose  decease  the  said  three  mesuage  or  tentes 
with  tl'.appurtnanccs  descended  &  came  as  of  right  tlicy  ought  to  descend  &  come 
unto  th.e  said  Joliu  Blysse  as  sonne  &  lieyre  unto  the  sayd  Henrye  Blj-sse  whichc 
said  John  Blysse  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Henrj'  Blysse  hys  father  cntrcd 
into  the  sayd  tliree  mesuags  or  tentes  with  thappurtciiances  and  was  thereof 
seascd  accordyngly,  and  so  being  thereof  scased  at  Daventr>c  aforesaid  likewyse 
thereof  without  yssue  of  hys  bodyc  djed  seased  after  whose  decease  the  same 
prmysses  descended  &  came  as  of  right  they  ought  to  descend  <?:  come  by  the 
order  of  the  comon  lawe  unto  the  said  Tliomas  Blysse  as  brother  '5:  he>re  to  the 
sayd  John  Bhsse,  by  reason  whereof  the  sayd  Thomas  Blysse,  after  the  decease 
of  the  sayd  John  Blysse  entred  into  the  sayd  thre  mesuagcs  or  tenements  with 
thappurtnancs  and  was  thereof  Lawfully  seased  in  hys  demeane  as  of  flee  6c  so 
beynge  thereof  seased  at  Daventree  aforesayd  likewyse  v.ithcut  yssue  of  hys 
bcdye  thereof  dyed  seased.  After  whose  decease  the  said  mesuagg  or  tentes 
with  thappurtenances  by  the  order  of  the  convon  lawe  of  thys  reahr.e  dj'd  descend 
6':  of  Righte  ought  to  disccnd  unto  yor  sayd  poore  oratore  as  cosen  &  nexte 
heyrc  unto  the  sayd  Thomas  Blysse  that  \-s  to  say  sonne  iS;  liejre  to  Rychard 
Blysse  tlie  younger,  eldest  sonne  to  Rychard  Blysse  the  elder  brother  to  tlie  sayd 
Henry  Blysse  father  of  the  sayd  John  Elj-sse  &.  Thomas  Blysse  So  yt  ys  ysu}  t 
[issued]  ma}-t  please  yor  good  Lordsl;ippe  that  dy\  ers  t^•ydcnts  cl'.res  [charters] 
&  wrytyngs  concernyge  the  prmysses  of  right  apperteynynge  to  yor  said  orator 
are  casually'  comen  unto  the  handes  &  custodye  of  one  John  Symos  of  Daventrc 
aforesayd  In  holder  &  of  Robert  Bull,  Rychard  Smythe  6c  pycrse  Androv,-es  by 
a  havynge  whereof  the  sayd  John  S>-mcs  Robert  Bull  Richard  Srr.}the  &  Pyerse 
Andro'.ves  unlav.'fully  do  kepe  yor  said  orator  from  il;e  posjeasicn  of  th.e 
premysscs  &  thereof  have  contrived  &  con\'eyid  dy.ers  secret  estates  unto 
divrs  psons  to  yor  said  orator  unknowne  to  thcnlcnte  to  dysinh=:yte  yor  saj-d 
orator  Sc  hys  heyrcs  of  the  prmj-sses  contrary  to  all  right  cquit>e  iS:  good  con- 
sej-ence  And  althoughe  yor  sayd  orator  hathe  gentlye  lequircd  the  same  John 
Robert  Richard  or  pyerse  af  well  to  suffer  j'our  sayd  orator  quietly  to  cnjoye 
the  prmysses  as  of  right  he  ought  to  doe  as  also  to  delyver  to  ycr  sayd  orator 
the  sayv'l  e\ydence  deedes  &  chre.^  as  of  righte  they  ouglit  to  doc  >  et  that  to  do 
the  same  John  R.obert  Richard  &  Pyerce  hytherto  have  alwaye  denyed  &  yor 
denye  to  doe  contrarye  to  right  &■  good  consej-ence  And  forsorr.uche  as  yor 
sayd  orator  knowcth  not  the  certenti'e  neither  the  nomber  certtn  of  the  sayd 
evidence  chres  &  wi-j  tyngs  netlier  whe>ther  they  be  conteyned  in  any  rhcste 
locked  or  boxe  sealed  or  such  other  like  wiiereby  yor  said  poore  ora:or  ys  v>it'iout 
all  remeydye  for  the  recovrye  thereof  by  the  course  of  the  comen  Lawcs  of  thys 
Rcalme  yt  maye  therefore  please  yor  good  lordshyppe  to  graunt  the  Quenes 
maiestycs  gracyous  wryt  of  subpena  to  be  dyrected  unto  the  sayde  John  Syme? 
Roberte  Bull  Pvichard  Smythe  and  Pyerse  Androwcs  comaundynge  theyme  S: 
evrj'  of  theym  thereby  psonally  to  appeare  before  your  honorable  Lordshippe 
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in  tlic  Qiioncs  niaicslycs  liojiorable  hj-ghc  couitc  of  cliauncciye  at  a  ccilcyiic 
dayo  &  uiidcr  a  cciLon  payiic  by  j'or  honor  to  \r^  lymytcd  ar.d  a[ipo}nLcd  to 
niaiic  answcrc  to  ili'j  prmysscs  and  yor  sayd  itoorc  Orator  shall  dayly  jjray  to  god 
for  tlic  prscTN'acon  of  your  bonrable  L[ord3hip]  in  honor  Lonc,c  to  contyncNve. 

Gascoygne  [attorney] 

The  joint  &  sevcrall  aunswcre  of  John  Symcs  and  Robert  Bull 
defendants  to  the  bill  of  complaint  of  Robert  Blisse  Compl[aiiiant]: — 

The  saied  defendants  by  protestation  not  knowlcdging  nor  confessing  anie- 
thingc  in  the  saied  bill  of  compleint  conl'-ined  being  matcriall  or  effectual]  to 
be  aunswercd  imlo  to  be  trewe  All  ad\-antages  and  exccpcons  of  thinsufficiencie 
of  the  saied  bill  to  the  defendants  at  all  tymes  saved,  for  aunswcre  &  declaration 
of  tre-,vth  t'le  saied  Jo'an  on  of  the  saied  defendants  saietli  that  trcvv-c  it  is  tliat 
one  Tlionias  Blisse  late  of  Daventre  in  the  Countie  of  Northampt,  mcer  decessod, 
was  seased  of  all  &  singuler  the  saied  messuages  &  tents  wth  thapptennce  in 
the  saied  bill  of  compleint  specified  in  his  demesne  as  of  flee,  as  in  the  saied  bill 
of  compleint  is  alleged,  but  farther  this  dcfendt  saieth  that  the  saied  Thomas 
Blysse  so  being  seased,  by  his  last  will  &  testament  in  writing,  dated  the  second 
dale  of  Julie  in  the  yore  of  or  lord  god  one  thousand  five  hundred  fiftie  &  scaven 
and  in  the  third  and  fourthe  yere  of  tiic  Reigne  of  King  Pliilipp  and  Queene 
Marie  did  will  &  devise  that  Agnes  Blisse  the  wife  of  the  s?.icd  Thomas  Blisse 
shold  have  the  distribution  of  all  his  landcs  &  goodcs  And  the  saied  Thomas 
Blisse  so  being  seased  of  the  saied  messuages  cc  oiher  the  prmis^^es  at  Daventre 
aforesaid  tlicreof  died  seased  wthout  issu.e  of  his  bodie  after  uhcse  dearh  by  virtue 
of  the  saied  Will  the  saied  Agnes  entred  into  rdl  tl?e  prmisses  S:  convcicd  to  the 
said  John  one  of  the  saied  defendan.ts  &  his  heires  by  vcrtue  v.'hereof  the  saied 
John  Symes  into  the  saied  prmisses  did  entre  &  was  thereof  seased  in  his  demesne 
as  of  fee.  And  farther  tins  defendant  saieth  that  if  the  saied  Thorns  had  not 
de\-ised  the  prmisses  as  aforesaid,  then  all  the  saied  prmisses  ouglit  to  have 
descended  by  order  of  the  comen  lav.x-  of  this  realme  to  one  John  Blisse  no'.v  or 
late  of  Hill  in  ihe  prsh  [parish]  of  Lemington  in  the  countie  of  Warwiclce  as  cosr;n 
and  right  heire  to  the  saied  Thomas,  that  is  to  sale  sonne  and  hcire  of  one  Thomas 
Blisse  sometj'me  of  the  saied  prsh  of  Lemington  ncr^te  eldestc  brother  to  Kenrie 
Blisse  sometyme  of  Daventre,  fath.er  to  the  saied  Thomas  Blisse  late  of  Daver.ire 
aforesaid  deces^ed,  which  saied  John  Blisse  after  the  death  of  the  saied  Thomas 
Blisse  late  of  Davetre  aforesaid  by  his  dede  sufRcient  in  the  lawe  rcadie  to  be 
shewed  to  tiiis  Honorable  court  bearing  date  the  eighten  dale  of  October  in  tlie 
fourth  8c  fifth  yere  of  the  Reigne  of  Kinge  Pliilipp  &  Quecne  Marie  [1554-58] 
did  gcve  grant  &  confirme  unto  tlie  saied  John  Symes  all  his  right  title  &  interest 
of  and  in  the  saied  messuage  or  tents  v.'ith  ihappurtcnnces  to  ha"\e  vv  to  hold 
the  saied  messuages  or  tents  \i-lh  liiapprteniices  to  the  saied  John  Symes  his 
heires  &  assignes  for  e--T  And  morco\T  by  the  same  as  in  the  same  more  at  lardge 
doth  appere.  The  saied  John  Blisse  for  him  &  his  heires  the  saied  messuages 
or  tents  and  all  and  singular  the  prmisses  wth  there  apptenncs  to  the  saied  John 
Symes  his  heires  &  assignes  in  manr  &  forme  aforesaid  ageinst  him  &  his  heires 
did  warrant  for  evr.  By  reason  whereof  the  saied  John  Syir.es  on  of  the  saied 
Defts  hath  as  he  thinketh  a  good  o.  pfect  estate  in  fee  simple  of  &  in  the  prmisses 
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&  tlicrcby  dolciiicth  the  evidence  concerning  the  same  as  iawfuH  it  is  for  him 
to  doc:  ;vthoiit  that  the  saicd  tents  <S;  otiier  tlie  prmisses  ouglit  to  disccnd  to 
the  caied  con^pl  as  coscn  &  ricxt  hcirc  to  the  w^aicd  Thomas  Biisse  late  of  Davcntre 
as  in  the  sai'.-d  bill  of  complcint  untrcwHe  is  a'lcgcd.  And  wthout  that,  that 
anie  deeds  charters  or  writings  concerning  the  prmisses  of  right  belonging  to  the 
saied  coinpl  arc  come  or  bene  in  the  hands  of  the  saicd  defts,  as  in  the  saied  bill 
of  coniplointe  untrev,-Iic  is  alleged.  And  the  said  Robert  Bull  the  other  Defendant 
for  aanswcrc  saietli  that  he  hath  not  clajmcth  to  have  aine  right  title  estate  or 
interest  of  the  prmisses  or  of  or  in  or  to  anyc  pte  or  pcele  thereof,  other  than 
to  hold  by  sufl'erance  of  the  saied  John  Symcs  by  force  of  a  lease  at  Will  made 
to  himc  of  one  of  the  saied  messuages  by  the  saied  John  Synies.  Without  tliat 
the  saied  Defendants  or  either  of  them  doe  uaiawfullie  keepe  the  saied  Compl 
from  the  possession  of  the  prmisses  as  in  saicd  bill  is  likewise  faklie  surmiicd. 
And  wthout  th.at  anie  other  thing  being  materiall  in  the  saicd  bill  to  be  aunswerd 
unto,  and  in  this  aunswere  before  not  suf!icicntlie  confessed  o:  avoided  travrscd 
or  denied  is  trev.e,  all  well  matters  the  saied  defendants  are  rcdie  to  averr  &  prove 
as  this  honorable  court  shall  awarde  &  pray  to  be  dismissed  out  of  tliC  same 
court  v/th  their  resonable  costs  &  espenses  by  their  wrongfull  vcxacon  in  that 
behalfe  susteiied. 

BLANoroRD  [attorney] 

The  Replycacon  of  Robert  Blys  Conipl  to  tuc  io>iil  and  Eevrall 
auns\veres  of  John  Synies  and  Robt.  Bull  clefs. 

The  sayd  Ccmp!  for  Replycacon  sayth  that  the  sa>J  byll  of  corr;p!a!nt  by 
him  exhybyted  into  thys  honorable  courtc  ys  verve  ccrtayn  and  siiffyc^'ent  in 
the  lawe  to  be  aunswered  unto.  And  doelh  ar.d  v.'j'll  averre  and  mayntayne 
the  same  and  all  and  every  the  matters  therein  conta>T.ed  to  be  just  and  true  in 
such  inaner  and  forme  as  the  same  are  in  the  sayd  byll  set  forthe  and  declat'xl 
wythout  that  that  the  sayd  Thomas  Blys  sonre  of  the  sayd  Henrye  Blys  nar.ed 
in  the  sayd  byll  and  aunswere  beinge  seased  of  the  sa\d  three  mesuagcs  or  tents 
v/th  thapprtennces  in  hys  dem.easne  as  of  fee  d^-d  by  hys  last  v,-y!l  and  testament 
in  v/rytyng  dated  the  second  daye  of  Julye  in  the  yeare  of  our  lord  god  3  557 
and  in  the  thyrd  and  fourth  yeare  of  the  Raygne  of  Kyng  phyllyppc  and  Qucenc 
mai>e  w\ll  and  dcvyse  that  Agnes  Elys  then  v.yef  cf  the  sa}.d  Thomas  Blys 
shulde  have  the  dystrubution  of  all  his  lands  and  goods  or  that  the  sayd  Agnes 
after  the  death  of  the  sayd  Thomas  her  husband  by  vertue  of  the  sayd  v/yll 
entred  imto  all  the  sayd  prmysses  and  after  convayed  or  coulde  conveye  the 
prmysscs  to  the  sayd  John  Symes  one  of  the  defts  and  hys  heyrcs  a^  ia  sayd 
aunswere  ys  untruly  alleged,  and  without  that  yf  the  sayd  Thomas  Elis  had  not 
£o  devysed  the  prnuises  as  aforesayd  that  then  all  tlie  sayd  prmisses  ought  and 
shoulde  have  descended  by  the  order  of  t'le  comon  lawes  of  this  Realme  to  the 
sayd  John  Blys  in  the  sayd  aunswere  named  as  cosen  and  Ryght  heyre  unto  the 
sayd  Tliomas,  That  ys  to  saye  sonne  and  heyre  cf  one  thomas  Blys  next  eldest 
brother  to  the  sayd  Henrye  Blys  father  to  the  sayd  Thomas  Blys  late  of  Daventrye 
aforesayd  deceased  or  that  the  sayd  John  Blys  last  mencioned  after  the  decease 
of  the  sayd  Thom.as  Blys  of  Daventrye  aforesaid  by  hys  deede  sufTycjeni  in 
the  lawe  beringe  date  the  xviiith  daye  of  October  in  tlu  fourth  and  vth  yercs 
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of  the  Rn>-ng:c  of  Kyn^ce  Pliillipc  and  quccr.c  I\Ia;yc  dyd  or  could  gyve  and 
confyiip.c  unto  the  snyd  John  Symes  anjc  Ryghl  tyllc  or  interest  of  and  in  the 
siyd  njosuags  or  tents  wth  thapprtonnrs  to  ha\e  and  to  holdc  the  sayd  nici.ua2s 
or  tents  wth  tliajjprtenncs  to  tlic  sayd  Jolin  S>Tacs  hys  hejTes  and  asiyngCo 
fc<r  ever  wlh  Vv-arrantyrc  of  all  ihc  sayd  pnnysses  to  hyni  the  sayd  John  Symcs 
hys  heyres  and  assygns  agaynstc  hym  the  payd  Jo'nn  Blys  and  hys  heyrcs  Or  that 
h)'  rcafon  thereof  the  sayd  John  Symcs  one  of  the  dofts  could  or  have  thereof 
a  good  and  pfecte  estate  in  fee  syniplc  and  thereby  slioulde  or  ought  to  deteyne 
the  sayde  evydcncs  and  v.-ry  tyngs  from  the  r-aj^d  compl  touchingc  and  concernyngc 
the  sayd  mesuags  or  tents  and  other  the  prmysies  fior  the  sayd  Compt  sayeth 
and  ■\v>-ll  avevrc  and  prove  that  he  the  sayd  Compt  ys  next  and  lawful  heyro 
unto  the  sayd  Thomas  second  sonne  of  the  sayd  Kenrye  Blys  of  Daventrye 
aforesayd  wthout  that  that  anycother  matter  or  thinge  in  the  said  aunswerc 
meiicyoncd  and  not  in  thys  prsent  Replycacon  sufTyayently  confessed  and 
avoyded  traversed  or  denycd  ys  trewe  All  wch  matters  the  sayd  compUyaunt 
ys  redyu  to  avcrre  and  prove  as  thys  honorable  court  shall  awarde  and  prayeth 
as  he  before  in  hys  sa>'d  byll  of  comjjlaynt  hathe  prayed. 

ff  Beaumont  [attorney] 

The  reloyndcr  of  John  Sj-mes  &  Robert  Bull  defendants  to  the 
replication  of  Robert  Bliss  complainant: — 

The  said  defendants  averr  &  mayntein  their  aunsv.-er  &  all  and  every  thingo 
therein  conteined  to  be  just  and  trew  in  suche  manner  and  forme  as  in  the  saivl 
aunsv.-ear  is  pleaded  and  alleged  wthoute  that  rhe  saycd  complainant  is  next 
and  lav.-ful!  heir  to  the  said  Thomas  second  sonne  of  the  sayd  Kcnry  Bliss  cf 
da%-entry  in  manner  and  forme  as  alleged.  And  v.'thoute  tliat  anyc  oth;cr  matter 
or  thinge  alleged  in  the  said  replication  beinge  inateriall  or  efTectuali  to  be  re- 
ioyned  unto  and  in  this  reioynder  not  sufficieritlye  confessed  or  avoyded  traversed 
or  denied  as  trew  All  wch  matters  the  sayd  defendants  ar  rcdye  to  aver  and 
prove  as  this  honorable  Court  shall  av/ard  and  pray  as  they  before  i.n  theyro 
saydo  ansv,-er  hathe  prayed. 

The  point  at  issue  \vas:  Which  was  the  next  eldest  brother  to 
Henry  Blysse,  Richard,  the  plaintiff's  grandfather,  or  Thomas 
Blysse  v/ho  v.-ent  to  Leamington?  Henry  Blysse's  son,  Thomas 
of  Davcntry  [vill,  1557],  and  his  wife  Agnes,  evidentb,-  considered 
their  cousin  John  Blysse  of  Leamington  (son  of  Thomas  of  the  same) 
to  be  their  heir,  or  at  least  their  lightfiil  assign.  Robert  Blisse  cf 
Oadby  lost  his  case,  evidently  not  producing  any  official  records  of 
baptism  of  his  grandfather  Richard,  Sr.,  for  none  existed  in  the 
churches  of  England  unt'l  15oo.  a  full  generation  after  the  birrhs 
of  the  three  brothers,  Henry  and  Richard  Blysse,  Sr.,  of' Daventry 
and  Thom.as  Blysse  of  Leamington.  Effort  has  failed  to  produce 
more  facts  about  Thomas  Blysse  "sometym.e  of  the  saied  prsh  of 
Lemington,"  brother  of  Henry  and  Richard  Blysse,  Sr.,  of  Daventry, 
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unless  he  be  the  Thomas  who  died  some  tune  after  1528  at  Scalford, 
Leicestershire  [adjoining  Northampton  and  Warwickshire],  leaving 
a  v.ill  naming  wife  Agnes,  "n;y  brother  Henri","  and  omitting 
reference  to  any  son  Jo!m,  viz.: — 

(This  will  is  registered  at  tlie  Probate  Registry  at  Lincoln  in  Register  Lyle, 
folio  91.) 

Tcstaiueutuni  Tiiome  biysje,  aiia.s  malho  c'.e  Scalfcrd  [Leicestershire]. 

In  del  Noie  Ainca  the  xxiiij  day  off  January  the  ycr  off  our  lordc  gode  a 
Mcccccxxviiith  [152S]  I  Thomas  blyss2  alias  mothov;  of  scalford  hole  off  mynd 
ande  in  pfytc  memory  make  my  testanvjat  aiide  Last  Wy'e  in  manr  ande  forme 
folowiiig  fl'yrot  I  bequelh  nry  soiile  to  almyghty  gode  to  our  Lady  saint  mare 
ande  to  all  the  hoi;'  company  off  he\'en  my  body  too  be  buried  \vt  in  the  ch.urch 
OiT  scalford  ande  nij'  best  gcde  for  my  principal!.  Also  to  our  Lady  off  Lincoln 
lid  It'  to  the  hy  alt[;'r]  off  scalford  lis  It'  to  the  lyght  off  s.anct  Pulcurc 
xiid  It'  to  the  Image  off  our  Lady  in  scalford  halff  a  pund  .vaxe  Ande  to  the 
Image  off  our  Lady  in  the  church  porch  halff  a  pund  off  waxe.  Ande  to  the 
repacion  off  scalford  church  Ills  11  lid  Ande  to  the  church  off  Ciaustcn 
11  lis  Also  I  g3'ffe  to  my  Cosyne  William  Mason  xxiiii  s  that  tv.y  b/oilur  Henry 
yt  nioch  eught  vnto  me  off  dewty  for  vi  sylvcr  spones  and  a  fcther  bed.  The 
residew  off  my  goods  I  g>-fr  and  bcqueth  aftur  my  dctts  be  paid  I  gyfie  to  my 
Co-^yrie  William  Mason  ande  to  Agnes  n^y  \'.-yffe  wiiotn  I  mal:e  niy  sole  executeurcs 
And  I  do  make  Robt  Wourthington  supvr  off  this  my  testament  ande  last  will 
Wytnes  Sr  Thomas  Smyth  vicare  0.7  liie  same  lov,-ne  Wiiiiarn  ilVyoby  and  Thoiv.as 
Nyke  wt  other  moo — 

[No  probate  Act] 

Robert  BHsse  of  Oadby  had  descendants  and  relatives  in  Leices- 
tershire, John,  Richard,  Beatrice,  and  Margaret  BHssc  of  Oadby; 
also  there  appears: — 

(Record  Office,  London.) 

Exchequer  Depositions  Easter  term  33  Elizabeth  [1591]  Xo.  IS:  Abstract 
from  the  case  of  Roger  Pallmcr  vs  John  Tatam  both  cf  Leicester;  "  Johane  Blisse 
wy.le  of  Ceofi'rey  Elisse  of  Leicester,  of  ye  age  of  ffiftlie  6c  fouro  yercs  or  their- 
abouts,  s-,vorne  &  examined  saith  .  .  .  that  she  doth  knowe  that  aboute  three 
&.  thirt!2  yercs  last  past  Margerie  Tatara  mother  unto  ye  defeadt  and  Vv-ifte  of 
Tliomas  Tatam  deceased  was  seised  of  a.id  in  one  messuage  and  certeyne  grounde 
in  St.  Margaret's  paris'n  in  Leicester"  etc. 

Twcnty-fn-e  miles  northv/est^/ards  from  Daventry,  and  twelve 
miles  to  the  southwesi  from  Oadby,  is  the  borough  of  Market  Har- 
borough,  directly  on  the  boundary  between  Northants  and  Leices- 
tershire. Here,  before  1600,  appeared  one  Philip  Bliss,  born  between 
1520  and  15-10;  whether  he  was  the  son  of  Robert  Blissc  of  Oadby, 
or  a  posthumous,  or  rion-testamentary  son  of  Thomas  Blysse  of 
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Scalforcl,  Lcic,  who  died  aljout  152S,  or  coiuiecLod  willi  ilic  Da\  ciiuy 
family  at  some  indiscernible  point  back  of  the  Oadby  man,  we  do 
not  know.  Four  generations  of  his  descendants  are  j^^iven  in  "The 
History  of  Leicestershire"  (Nichols,  vol.  2,  pt.  2,  p.  693)  together 
Vv-ith  the  Bliss  coat  of  arms:  "Argcnt,  on  a  bend  cottiscd  a;aue,  tluee 
garlis  or.     Crest,  on  a  wreath,  a  garb  or." 

The  first  Philip  Bliss  left  no  will  of  record;  the  will  of  h.is  son 
Philip  dated  3  Nov.,  162S,  is  on  file  at  Leicester. 

The  gravestone  of  Philip  Bliss,  grandson  of  the  said  testator,  is 
the  only  Bliss  memorial  remaining  at  iMarket  Harborough.  It  is 
also  the  second  oldest  Bliss  gravestone  in  England.  The  oldest 
Bliss  memorial  is  that  to  Frances,  daughter  of  r\Ir.  John  Blisse  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  buried  at  Weldon,  Northants,  March  31,  1709. 
Nichols  refers  to  the  former  (vol.  2,  p.  4S1): — 

Clu'.rchyard  of  St.  J.Iary  in  Ardcn,  Market  Harborough,  Leiccsters'iire: 
on  an  uprii^lU  stone,  east  from  the  church,  [inscribed  with]  the  arms: — 

"On  a  bend  cottised  azure,  3  garbs  or, 

'Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Philip  Bliss  gentleman 
wlio  departed  this  life  th-e  twenty  sixth 
day  of  March  in  the  year  of  Lord  1714 
in  the  57tli  year  of  his  aj;c."' 

The  inscription  upon  the  stone  is  no^-,'  almost  illegible,  but  the 
arms  may  still  be  plainly  seen.  This  is  the  Bliss  coat  of  arms. 
There  is  none  other.  This  bearing  is  mentioned  as  being  th.e  arms 
of  the  Bliss  family  in  an  Ordinary  of  Aruies,  a  manuscript  wri.ccn 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  preserved  at  the  College  of  Arms.  The 
shield  is  of  silver;  the  bend  is  of  blue,  cottised  blue,  and  bearing  three 
sheafs  of  wheat  in  gold.  The  crest  is  a  sheaf  of  wheat  in  gold.  The 
motto,  "Quod  scveris  metes"  (You  reap  what  you  .sow),  was  borne 
with  the  arms,  as  appears  on  the  engraved  marshaling  of  William 
Bliss,  to  be  seen  upon  the  cover  of  an  old  book  at  the  British  IMuseuni. 

How  much  older  than  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  this  bearing  is, 
when  and  to  whom  it  was  first  granted,  to  what  extent  it  was  dis- 
played by  the  Blisses  of  England,  what  has  become  of  the  original 
document  of  the  grant,  whether  the  record  of  the  grant  that  once 
was  filed  at  the  College  of  Arms  was  lost,  or  destroyed  during  the 
period  of  the  Commonwealth  (1049-1 660)  or  afterwards — these  are 
now  questions  that  cannot  be  answered.  Uiider  the  circumstances 
it  is  not  inappropriate  that  the  Am.erican  descendants,  with  due 
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discretion,  should  take  some  interest  in  this  cc^at  of  arms,  to  the 
end  that  it  may  not  perish  fron)  view  altogetiier.  Tlie  bearing 
signifies  that  "  they  gatliered  unto  themselves  riches" — not  by  war, 
fa\or,  oppression,  or  sudden  fortune,  but  through  meritorious 
labor. 

John  Blysse,  the  eldest  son  of  the  first  Henry  Bl}-ssc,  the  mercer 
of  Daventry,  married  Jane  Wallman  of  the  same  and  became  as 
prominent  and  successful  a  freeman  of  that  borough  as  had  been 
his  father  and  as  was  his  brother  Thomas.     All  of  the  family  in 

Daventry  of  this  time  and  to 
1635  were  representative  coun- 
trymen of  England.  Though 
the  eldest  son  Jolm  does  not 
appear  as  a  merchaiit  or  mer- 
cer Thomas  succeeded  to  tlie 
cloth  businec^s,  while  John,  like 
Shakespeare's  father,  his  con- 
temporar}-,  was  a  yeoman — a 
true  j-coman  of  England  in  the 
large  sense  of  that  word.  k 
yeornan  is  interestingly  de- 
scribed : — 


#7  ^r^  r^ 


The   proper  modern   spelling  is 
\'oman.     This  Vv'ord  lias  three  mean- 
ings.    The  third  meaning:   "In  old 
English  law  a  yeoman  was  a  man 
/^h^^PCJ:-^  having  free  lai^.d  of   fortv  shiilinj-s 
^iiy    by  the  year  (previously  five  nobles), 

^^^^^^^^T^^jTrrTcT  ^V^''  ^^''°  ^"'^■''  thereby  qualified  to  jer\e 

^'^^^te^^:^^^?^:-^""'"  on   juries,  vote  for  kniglits  of  the 

B^'SSE*  shire,  and    do   any   other   act,    for 

which  the  law  requires  one  who  was  'probus  et  legalis  homo'  (Blackscone's  Com- 
mentaries I.xii);  hence,  in  recent  English  use,  o:ie  owning  (and  usually  hiraself 
cuUi^■at:ng)  a  small  landed  pioperty;  a  freeholder.     [Century  Dictionary.] 


IMacaulay,  in  a  chapter  beginning,  "Great  changes  in  tl' 
of  England  since  16S5,"  v/rites: — 


>tate 


The  power  which  the  country  gentlemen  and  the  councry  clerg>  men  exercised 
in  the  rural  districts  was  in  some  measure  counterbalanced  by  the  power  of  Uie 
yeomanry,  an  eminently  manly  and  true-hearled  race.  The  petty  propriofcrs, 
who  culti\aled   their  own  fields  and  enjo>ed  a  modest  competence,  with.out 

•£)ee  page  71.     Duplicate  copies  of  the  arms,  as  in  the  frontispiece,  can  be  had  of  the  author. 
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afl'ccUng  to  liavo  scutclioons  and  crests,  or  afpirln,^  to  sit  on  llie  bench  of  justice, 
tlicri  fornicJ  a  laacli  more  iiiiiiortant  part  of  the  nation  than  at  present. 

IlalUun's  description  of  the  yeoman  of  the  same  period  is 
ilhiniinating: — 

In  the  gradation  of  ranks we  find  the  gentry  or  principal  land- 
holders, many  of  the-n  distinguished  by  knighthood  and  all  by  bearing  coat 

armour, the  yeomanry,  or  small  freeholders  and   farmers,   a  very 

nupierous  and  respectable  body,  some  occupying  their  ov/n  estates,  some  those 
of  landlords.  [Ilallam's  Coiislii.  History  of  England  from  the  Accession  of 
Henry  \'II  to  the  Death  of  George  II,  seventh  edition,  vok  i  (It's-!),  p.  5.] 

John  Blysse,  yeoman  of  Daventry,  is  only  four.d  taxed  in  I54C, 
among  the  various  lay  subsidy  rolls  extant  for  Daventry,  viz.: — 

Public  Record  OiTice,  London.  Lay  Subsidy,  Northampton.  Roll  156- 
222,  first  payment,  37  Henry  YIII; —  valor,  surisidy 

Davcntre,  Johes  Bli'sse  in  Lands  XLs  —  iiijs 

This  tax  of  one  tenth  of  the  annual  income  value  of  the  land 
he  held  would  be  over  £2,  by  present  reckoning.  The  land  itself 
was  thus  vs'orth,  by  the  same  standard,  about  £400.  This  land  may 
have  been  "the  ferm  in  Dra}"ton"  hamlet,  ]?'aventr}',  mcp.tioned  in 
the  v.ill  of  h'lF,  brother  Tliomas  in  1557.  That  an  Er.gllsh  yeouiau 
of  that  lime  was  a  man  of  spirit  and  often  stubborn  John  Blyrv-c  has 
proved.  The  great  commercial  development  and  unexampled  pros- 
perity that  lifted  up  England  in  the  sixteenth  century  included  these 
Blisses.  In  his  independence  John  Blysse  defied  King  Henry  YITI, 
the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Daventry,  the  king  of  ^^hom  it  vvas  said: 
"He  spared  no  n:an  liis  tem.pcr,  and  no  vroman  his  passion."  Well 
it  was  for  plain  John  Blysse  that  the  king  was  not  present  in  Daveniry 
about  Easter  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  his  reign,  1545.  The  king's 
deputy  bailiff  claimed  that  John  Blysse's  cattle  and  sheep  had 
strayed  from  their  proper  enclosures  and  caused  some  damage, 
\\hereupon  the  said  bailiff  sumaiioncd  him  before  the  court-leet  of 
the  manor  and  caused  a  fine  of  about  £15  [present  reckoning]  to 
be  levied  against  him.  Lords  of  manors  were  very  prone,  in  those 
days,  to  levy  various  exactions,  or  penalties,  upon  their  tenanc- 
subjects  upon  the  slightest  of  pretexts.  They  had  the  power  to 
enforce  their  decrees,  and  also,  the  added  incentive  to  prosecute 
of  collecting  fines,  which  were  not  all  applied  to  the  administering 
of -justice,  but  went  to  swell  the  income  that  the  lord  derived  from 
the  residents  upon  the  manor.     It  was  an  extremely  heavy  fine 
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that  Ihe  manorial  court:  \c\kd  upon  Jolin  Blyssc.  Me  uiay  have 
fck  ihat  the  wliole  system  was  an  unjust  one.  He  had  the  courase 
to  refuse  to  pay  the  amercement.  For  three  years  he  refused. 
Tlie  refusal  was  tantamount  to  a  contempt  of  court,  though  Jolm 
]il>sse  doubtless  was  ovcr-fincd.  TIic  bailiff  then  seized  and  sold 
twelve  of  Blysse's  sheep,  which  the  defendant  then  sued  to  recover. 
The  bailiff,  in  turn,  had  his  victim  summoned  before  the  chancellor 
of  the  Duch)-,  by  the  following  proceeding: — 

(This  document  is  in  the  Record  Office,  London.) 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Pleadings  [1545]  Vol.  15,  S.  11. 

To  the  Riglit  Hon.  Sir  John  Gage  knigiit  Controller  of  ihe  King's  most 
honorable  household  and  chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

In  most  humble  wj-se  shewith  and  complaineth  unto  your  good  mastership 
your  daily  orator  William  Symis  depute  bailifl'  to  William  Fit£William  gent. 
bailiiT  of  our  sovereign  Lord  the  King  his  Majesty  of  his  manor  or  tG^vnship  of 
Davcntry  within  the  County  of  Northampton  parcell  of  the  possessions  of  liis 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  that  one  John  Blysse  of  Daventrye  within  the  said  county 
was  amerced  at  the  letes  of  our  said  sovereign  Lord  the  Kyng  holdcn  v.-itliin  the 
said  manor  or  toun  of  Daventry  in  the  33rd  34th  &  35th  yerc  of  the  reign  of  oui- 
said  sovereign  Lordc  the  Kj'nges  reigne  that  nowe  is  for  d>vers  strayes  assarts 
and  dyvers  other  offences  by  hym  comycted  a:id  done  within  the  p'rcocinis  of 
the  said  lete  to  the  some  of  36s  2d  as  yt  s!ki!I  finally  pro've  to  lliys  honourable 
couite  by  the  'esirete'  of  the  same  Icre.     So  yt  is  ryght  worshipful  sir  l!u  i  your 
said  orator  hath  many  and  sundry  t\mes  required  tiie  said  John  Blysse  to  con- 
se!it  and  paj^e  to  your  said  orator  the  said  some  of  36s  and  2d  to  the  use  and 
behalfe  of  our  said  sovereign  Lorde  the  king  whiche  to  do  tiie  said  John  Biy.=;e 
always  denycd  v.-herefor  your  said  orator  toke  and  distrayncd  12  shepe  of' the 
goodes  a.nd  cattels  of  the  said  John  BIj-sse  within  the  prescints  of  the  same 
late  [i.e.  leet]  and  the  same  shepe  at  the  Icte  [leet]  of  the  said  sovereigne  Lorde 
holdcn  within  the  said  manor  or  tov.-i:e  of  Da\-er!tre  was  prised  by  the  12  n.en 
and  the  burgesses  of  the  same  lete  in  the  presence  of  the  stov.ard  of  the  SL:d 
Lete  and  sold  for  to  paye  the  said  amerciaments  to  our  said  Eo\x-;-.'ign  Lorde 
the  King  as  yt  hathe  been  alwayes  used  heretofore.     And  the  said  Blysse  not 
only  intending  to  breke  the  lyberties  and  customcs  of  cur  said  sovereigne  Lorde 
of  old  tyme  accustomyd  within  the  said  manor  or  tov.-ne  and  to  dist^esse  ov.er 
said  sovereigne  Lorde  of  his  said  amerciaments  but  allso  intending  to  vex  and 
trouble  your  said  orator  hathe  sued  out  of  our  said  so\ereigne  Lorde  the  Kin-^e's 
Courte  of  Chancery  for  the  same  shepe  a  [writ  of]  rep!e\y  against  your  said  o.-atcr 
directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  Nortiiamnton  commanding  h\m  thereby  to  delyver 
to  the  said  John  Blysse  the  said  12  shepe  whereby  the  Lybercie  of  the  said  manor 
shall  not  only  be  broken  but  allso  the  Kinges  Majesty  delayed  and  disturbed 
of  the  retayning  of  the  said  amerciaments  to  the  n.ani'fest  injury  and  wrong  of 
the  said  sovereigne  Lorde  &  allso  to  the  grett  Lcs..-  &  hyndrancc  and  vcxaUon 
of  your  said  orator  onless  your  good  mastcrshippes  favour  to  him  be  she\^cd  in 
this  behalf.     Ln  consideration  uhcrefor  yt  ina>e  pieasc  your  good  mastership 
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,;,c  prt'iniscs  tenderly  consick'riiij^e  (^to)  grantc  tlic  Kiiiges  most  gracious  letters 
i4  rri\y  Soal  to  be  directed  to  the  Svinie  John  Blj-sse  conininn<ling  and  injoining 
hv'ii  tiicreby  that  tlie  siiccesse  of  his  s-uio  in  the  said  Replevy  and  the  other 
iiro<:ossos  and  no(t)  finde  and  prosecute  the  same  nother  by  hymself  nur  any  other 
[K-ibOn  or  persons  for  him  nor  in  hi?  name.  And  that  the  person  to  whom  the 
J. lid  shepc  was  sold  maye  pesabK'  and  quyctly  injoyc  and  Iiold  the  same  v/ithout 
),  ti  or  hindrance  of  the  said  John  Blysse  or  any  other  person  or  persons  by  his 
a'^xnt  <S:  consent  or  procurement  untill  suihe  t> me  as  the  same  shall  be  ordcryd 
i\\\d  injoincd  by  this  honorable  court.  And  that  the  said  John  Blysse  may  allso 
1  ■.■  conmiandcd  by  the  said  prevy  seale  personally  to  appear  before  jour  good 
mastershipp  in  the  Duchy  Chamber  at  Westminster  at  a  certain  daye  and  nppon 
;i  certain  payne  by  your  good  mastership  to  be  lymytted  then  &  there  to  make 
answer  to  the  premises  and  further  to  abyde  such  orders  as  by  your  mastership 
sh.d  be  thought  to  stand  with  equity  and  good  conscience.  And  your  orator 
shall  dail>'  pray  to  God  for  the  prosperous  preservation  of  your  good  master- 
sliip  long  to  endure. 

Easter  36  Henry  viii  [1545] 

Hereupon  a  Pri\"y  Seal  to  John  BUise  to  appear. 

The  final  issue  of  this  matter  does  not  appear.  That  it  cost 
John  Bl)sse  more  than  the  original  fine  is  hkely.  He  had  the  moral 
coinage  of  his  convictions  surely;  and  that  he  v."as  a  man  of  a  noble 
and  generous  spirit  is  equally  certain,  for  v.hcn  he  died,  six  years 
later,  he  chose  the  poor  of  Daveniry  as  the  residuary  legatees  of 
thic  reversion  of  his  considerable  estate,  by  the  follcv.ing  abstract 
of  his  v.'ill  which,  it  v.'ill  be  noticed,  mentions  no  sheep  or  cattle: — 

[Tins  will  is  registered  at  tlie  Probate  Registry,  Northampton.] 

The  V. yll  o!T  John  blysse  of  Da\entrye  marccr 

In  the  nan'.c  ofl  God  Ame  the  x-xiijte  day  off  June  in  l!\c  iiij  yerc  off  ye  reignc 
off  or  So\crand  lorde  kyng  Edv/arde  the  syxt.  I  John  blyse  of  Daventrye  in  the 
cowntyc  o!T  north  m'cer  beying  off  good  &  pfytt  mynde  &  Reme  bras  but  yet 
seke  in  body  doo  ordene  &  make  thys  niye  last  wyll  &  testament  in  ma nr  &  forme 
f..'!owyng  fyrst  1  bequeth  mye  soule  unto  All  myghtye  good  and  to  the  intev- 
cos?ion  oiT  or  biyssyd  ladye  marj-e  the  v'gyne  &  of  All  the  holyc  company  o.T 
hca'ne  &  mye  bodye  to  be  burjd  in  the  pyshe  churche  or  churcheyerde  ofT 
Daventrye.  It.  I  bequeth  to  ye  hye  aulter  therfor  tythes  bye  me  neclygetlye 
forgoote  xiid.  as  tov.chynge  mye  funeral!  expe'ccs  I  Remytt  the  hohe  to  yc 
d)scre33}on  off  mye  executors.  It.  I  v>yll  yt.  iiii  li  in  moneye  immedyatlye 
aftr  mye  decease  shalbe  dysposyd  &  dystributyd  amonge  the  pore  peple  in  Dav- 
entrye where  shalbe  thought  most  requesyte  &  nedefuU  bye  ye  dyscressyon  off 
nuc  cxecutryx  &  over  seers  off  this  mye  prsent  wyll.  It.  I  bequeth  to  mye 
brother  John  v.-alman  v  marks  &  to  mye  brother  Edwarde  wallman  other  v  marks. 
The  Rcsydwe  off  All  mje  goods  &  catells  nott  bequethd  mye  detts  payd  and 
n-ye  fur.crall  expences  dyscharg\-d  I  geve  &  bequeth  unto  Joha  mye  v.ylT  whome 
J  make  mye  e.vecutryx  off  this  mye  prsent  wyll  &  testament  and  W'yllm  Gent 

117 


■J-  i  '>:. 


;■'     ,0.1:    ;;iii. 

'.  •  I'  .1  .lilt::;;:  i  70  . 


! 


Vn^f'Y  (V3.'  -:'V  -rii  .•--    ■ 


v.. >■»;'!::    Mi: 


;..1 


'  ' '  '        '  ■ »  *  - 


■•':.:,■-  •■.;..'■  J-  -r" '-'=';  . ,.Vt-;:--- ■  1','- .-;' -i-  ■        ■■    ■■••  •' 


of  Norton,  gent.  &  myc  brother  Jolin  wallraau  &  I'd\.arde  wallaura  &  John 
bedell  oH  braunston  superviscrs  ofl"  this  same   .... 

I  v.-yll  yt  ye  house  wherin  I  now  dwell  v.-yiliappurtrncc;  bluall  rcniainc  unto 
myc  brother  thonias  biyssc  &  to  yc  heres  off  hys  bodye  lawfullye  bcgotte  and  for 
lackc  ofT  suche  yssue  to  rcmaine  to  mye  bretherni  Jolm  wallmaii  &  Edwardc 
walhnau  for  the  tcrmc  ofl  thcr  lyvcs  &  after  yr  deceases  the  one  mo'te  [moiety] 
ther  ofT  to  rcmaine  to  Alio  wallman  eldyst  daughtr  off  the  Eayd  John  walhnan 
and  to  hyr  hcrcs  forever  and  to  ye  oth.er  moot  yr  off  to  reniainc  to  henrje  v.-allman 
cldyst  sone  ofi'  mye  brother  Edwarde  v.'almaii  i5:  to  yee  hercs  off  the  same  Ilenrse 
for  ever.  .  .  .  All  ye  Resyduc  of^f  all  mye  lands  and  tenements  in  Dav- 
cntrye  a  forsayd  not  dysposyd  bye  this  mye  last  wyll  In  rcniayndcr  after  the 
decease  off  mye  sayd  wyff  shall  be  soulde  bye  the  saj'd  w\-Ilm  gcnte  &  the  otluT 
mye  suprjfrs  be  fore  namyd  or  be  soche  off  them  as  sluilljc  the  [n]  alyff  [ali\c] 
to  yc  most  advantage  and  the  monje  ther  off  commyng  or  growyng  to  be  dys- 
posyd Among  pore  peplc  or  in  other  dcds  of  charyte  as  shalbc  though  most 
charetable  &  meretorius  for  the  releyff  of  yc  pore. 

[Probated  2  May  1552] 

This  will  suggests  the  testator  to  have  been  among  the  most 
progressive  Christians  of  his  time  in  England.  While  fully  one 
half  of  his  countrymen,  particularly  the  nobility  and  gentry,  pre- 
ferred the  doctrines  and  services  of  the  Cluirch  of  Rome,  John 
Biyssc  had  opericd  his  heart  and  mind  to  the  spirit  of  the  Reforma- 
tion v.'hich  was  then  moving  the  minds  of  thinking  men.  That 
this  is  true  cannot  be  doubted,  for  John  Bh'tse  as  well  as  hi:: 
brother  Thomas,  did  not  conform  to  the  almost  invariable  custom 
of  making  a  bequest  to  the  mother  church  of  the  diocese  (Lincoln 
Cathedral,  and  afterwards  PeLerborough  CaLnedral)  and  to  the 
parish  church  for  the  high  altar,  for  the  lights  before  different 
images,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  the  sepulchre  (Easter)  light,  the 
rood  light,  or  the  light  that  was  kept  burning  before  "the  blessed 
sacrament." 

Though  Martin  Lutlier's  books  had  been  burned  in  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral,  London,  thirty  years  before  the  death  of  John  Blysse, 
he  lived  to  see  the  authority  of  the  pope  abolished  in  England  and 
the  establishing  of  the  Church  of  England.  He  accepted  the  Bible 
and  the  three  creeds  as  the  sole  grou.nds  of  faith,  the  reduction  of 
penance  to  an  equality  with  baptism,  the  justification  by  faith, 
the  condemnation  of  purgatory,  pardons,  masses — ihe  suppression 
of  pilgrimages,  and  the  discouragement  of  the  v^orship  of  images 
and  relics,  and  also  the  suppressing  of  monasteries  and  religious 
orders,  vvhich  Portugal  has  only  recently  accomplished.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  Englishmen  to  read  the  Apostles'  Creed,  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  and  the  Ten  Commandments  as  translated  into  the  English 
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language.  K'ot.  until  fiflccii  years  before  his  deaUi  was  tlic  Bible 
revealed  in  the  Enj;!ish  tongue  and  placed  in  llic  churches  of  England, 
after  Miles  Coverdalc  had  translated  it  in  the  tower  of  the  old 
ecclesiastical  palace  at  Paignton  on  the  shore  of  Tor  Bay,  Devon- 
shire. These  were  some  of  the  great  and  sudden  changes  that  the 
histories  tell  us  "took  the  peciple's  breath  away."  Still  England 
remained  half  Catholic  and  half  Protestant  for  another  generation. 
Though  the  pages  of  the  Bible  v/cre  opened  to  Jolm  Bl>sse,  the  laity 
were  not  permitted  to  interpret  for  themselves  the  messages  upon 
those  pages.  Thus  John  Blysse  witnessed  the  opening  of  the  rift 
in  "the  allegorical  and  mystical  theology"  that  had  preceded  him. 
Thus  he  saw  men  of  the  church  that,  in  its  worthy  but  unfortunate 
zeal  for  itself,  "from  the  time  of  Wyclif  had  held  the  translation 
and  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  common  tongue  to  be  heresy  and  a 
crime  punishable  with  fire,"  turn  from  "the  decorating  of  statues 
of  wood  and  stone  with  gold  and  gcrns  Joy  the  love  of  Christ,"  to 
gaze  upon  the  written  v.ords  iJial  ''presented  a  living  piclure  of  His 
Jioly  viind."  Thus  Thomas  Cromwell,  in  the  name  of  his  king, 
Henry  \'III,  planned  the  foundations  upon  which  an  huiidrcd 
years  later  Oliver  Cromwell  so  largely  helped  to  perfect  and  to  erect, 
most  firmly,  the  siill-cnduriiig  structure  of  an  unequivocal  Protes- 
tantism. 

Thomas  Blysse,  born  about  1490,  the  broth^cr  of  the  last-named 
John  Blysse  (named  in  the  suit  in  chancery  and  in  Joim's  will), 
first  appears  of  record  as  an  overseer  of  the  will  of  Thomas  Nevnnan 
of  Nev/man  [Xcwnham]  dated  28  Txlay,  1537,  in  which  document  he  is 
called  "Thomas  Bl3-sse  of  Dayntre."  [P.C.C.  Dyngeley,  25.]  Later 
he  figures  onl)'  in  the  records  cf  taxation,  in  his  will,  and  in  his  wife's 
suit  in  chancery.  Though  a  cloth  merchant  he  neither  sued  nor 
v/as  sued.  He  held  the  lease  of  a  farm  in  that  western  part  of 
Daventry  called  Drayton.  This  may  be  the  bequest  made  to  him 
in  the  will  of  his  brother  John  Blysse  in  155!.  Thomas  Bh-sse 
named  John  and  Edward  Wallman  as  being  his  brothers  in  1557, 
as  also  did  John  Blysse  who  married  Jaue  \^'alIn■lan.,  sister  of  Agnes 
(Wallman)  Blysse.  These  brothers  Blysse  married  the  sisters 
Wallman  and  neither  couple  had  children  that  lived  to  maturity. 
Thomas  Blysse  was  taxed  only  on  merchandise;  hence  he  may  have 
rented  the  farm  in  Drayton  to  his  brothers-in-law,  John  and  Edward 
Wallman,  to  whom  he  later  bequeathed  his  rights  in  that  property. 
Thomas  Blysse  died  between  July  3  and  S,  1557.  In  155S  his  v.idow, 
Agnes,  was  one  of  the  six  persons  taxed  in  Daventry  upon  goods: — 
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Lay  Subsidy  156-309.  1  Mli/abcLh  [155S]  Hundred  dc  iTawufllcy  Daveiitiyc, 
Agues  Mys.c  in  goods  xvl  li-xv  s. 

TIic  stock  of  clolli  that  Thomas  DlysbC  had  en  hand  at  the  tax- 
taking  times  was  worth  sonicv.hcrc  between  £40  and  £60.  'l"his  was 
a  goodly  amount  indeed  for  a  country  merchant  to  have  then-a- 
days,  small  though  it  may  seem  now.  That  Thomas  Blyssc  was 
independently  wealthy  we  arc  assured  by  the  words  of  his  widow 
as  sworn  to  by  her  in  Her  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Chancery  in  1567, 
wlien  she  states  that  her  late  husband  was  "a  man  of  greatc  wcUhe 
and  havinge  red}e  rnonic  to  the  some  of  fyvc  or  sixe  hundred  pounds 
or  more."  [To-day  £3000.]  Thomas  Blyssc's  will  does  not  contain 
a  mention  of  his  cousins,  Richard  Blyssc,  Jr.,  and  John  Blysse  of 
Leamington,  nor  their  issue.  While  this  is  unfortunate  as  a  loss  of 
record  proof  of  the  issue  of  those  tAvo  cousins,  no  difiicultj'  is  encoun- 
tered in  perceiving  that  the  sons  of  Richard,  Jr.,  v.ere  the  Robert 
of  Oadb>-,  heretofore  named  as  eldest  son  of  Richard,  Henry  [the 
second]  of  Davcntry,  and  William  of  Daventr)',  the  blacksmith, 
and  the  grandfather  of  tlie  three  eniigrants  to  America,  of  whom 
presently. 

Abstract  of  the  v.ii!  of  Thomas  DI^-ssc  reg's'cred  at  llic  Probate  Rcgi^lry, 
Northampton. 

2  Julj'e  1557,  I,  Thonias  Blj-pse,  of  the  pslie  of  Daventiey  laarcer. 

I  bequeth  my  soule  unto  the  mereye  of  aunj-ghtc  God  and  to  or  b!c;-fd 
Ladye  Saynt  Marye  and  to  all  the  company  of  Hea^■e^. 

To  be  buried  in  ih^e  church  of  Davcntry. 

Executri.K  Agnes  Elysse,  my  wilTe  &  she  to  have  the  disposicon  of  all  my 
goods  and  lands  moveable  and  unmoveable. 

To  my  brother  John  Waman  «&  Edsvarde  W  air.a  my  Icayes  and  tacr.e  of  the 
fcrm  in  Drayton  wt  all  that  belongethe  thcre-Aitli. 

Isabell  Blysse  my  servant  a  tenement  in  the  same  land  v.xli  I  bought  of 
Robert  Tyler. 

Witnesses — John  Catcma  [n]  Rich.  Isv.cll,  Rich.  WiiliiLms  &  Barnard  Massa}  e, 
Curat  of  Daventrey. 

Probated  10  July  1557. 

{"Wama" — a  contraction  of  Wallman.] 

Some  years  after  the  death  of  Thomas,  her  husband,  Agnes 
Blyssc,  the  relict,  when  she  had  about  completed  the  administration 
of  her  husband's  estate,  found  herself  possessed  of  less  money  than 
she  had  expected  that  the  estate  v^ould  yield.  There  was  quite  a 
large  discrepancy  she  imagined,  as  though  some  of  her  late  husband's 
money  had  mysteriously  disajipeared.     She  told  her  friends  of  her 
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suspicions  and  from  ihcni  learned  of  wliat  she  thouglit  was  a  clue 
to  the  Y,-hereabouts  of  the  money.  This  led  her  into  trouble  with  her 
husband's  cousin,  Henry  Blyssc  [the  secontl  Henry],  against  whom 
she  caused  to  be  filed  the  followinc',  petition  in  chancery,  which 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  documents  in  the  Dliss  famil}-'s 
history: — 

(The  original  pnvclimcnt  MS.  of  this  docunicnt  is  in  the  Record  Ofik-e, 
London.) 

Chancery  proceedings  temp  Elizabeth — 1567-19-74. 

To  tlic  right  honorable  Sr  Nicholas  Bacon  knight  Lorde  kcpcr  of  the  grcate 
scale  of  England  [fath.er  of  Francis  Bacon  the  essaj-ist] 

In  his  iiiooste  humble  wise  lamcntablye  romplayninge  shev.ithc  unto  j'our 
good  Lordshippe  your  poore  and  daylie  oratorice  Agnes  Blysse,  \vydo^ve  Exccu- 
tri.x  of  the  will  of  Thoir.as  Bly^se  late  of  Davcntre  Norlhampton,  mercer —  That 
where  the  saide  Thomas  Blysse  in  his  life  beinge  a  man  of  grcate  weUhe  and  ha\ing 
redye  rnonie  to  the  some  of  fyve  or  sixe  hundred  pounds  or  more  by  reason, 
that  before  tynie  by  cnsualtye  of  fyre,  he  had  loste  tl:e  moste  parte  of  liis  sub- 
stance, in  buildinge  of  his  house  and  wyane  made  a  stone  wall  in  his  house  in 
Daventre  aforesaid  and  enclosed  in  the  same  stonewall  all  his  monye  to  the 
intent  to  save  the  same  from  casualtye  of  fyer  and  after  that  is  to  sayc,  aboute 
tcnn  yerc?  paste  made  and  declared  his  laste  will  and  test;iment  and  by  the 
same  he  ordtyned  and  appointed  your  poore  .si'ppliani;  his  sole  executrix  and 
dyed.  Aficr  v,-iiooe  death,  one  Henry  Blysse  of  Daventre,  aforesaid  Lynneu 
Draper,  beinge  then  but  a  poore  man  enterd  into  the  same  house,  and  havnge 
understandinge  upon  the  report  of  the  testator  in  his  llfTc  tyme  that  he  h.ad 
inonye  liidden  within  the  stone  wall  of  his  house,  fell  in  communication  wiih 
one  Richard  Allen,  Shoemaker,  beinge  also  a  verve  poore  man,  secretive  to  breake 
the  vralles  of  the  house  and  to  take  awaye  the  monye  and  dev\de  the  same 
betv.Tcn  thcn.i  and  thereupon  the  saide  Henrye  Biys-e  and  Richard  Ailc\ne 
brake  the  v.-all  and  toke  suche  mor.ye  as  thej'c  there  founde  and  parted  it  beLwc.ie 
them  as  hathe  bene  opened  ptelye  by  their  owne  confessions  and  as  many  festlye 
appcarithe  by  such  contractes  and  bargaynes  as  theye  have  made  syns  thr't  tj  me 
amouiitinge  lo  the  some  of  fyve  hundred  ponndcs  and  above  and  by  their  weitiie 
that  theye  ha^•s  attayned  unto  syns,  where  theye  had  not  bene  able  to  h.a\e  done 
(as  is  vrell  knowed  in  the  countrye)  if  they  had  not  had  the  same  ayde  Arid 
albeit  that  iheye  and  everye  of  them  hath  bene  Dyvers  and  sundrye  tymcs 
gentellye  required  by  your  oratrlce  to  restore  unto  her  the  same  monye  or  some 
parte  of  it,  yet  that  to  do  theye  and  everye  of  them  have  alwayes  denyed  and 
yet  do  the  contrarye  to  all  equyte  and  conscyence  And  forasmooch  as  tiie 
certaync  quountytie  of  the  saide  some  of  monye  so  hidde  in  the  saide  wallc 
cr  wherein  it  was  conteyned  whether  in  Baggc,  Boxe,  cheste  locked  or  othcr^vise 
unto  yoor  oratrice  is  unknown,  she  is  therebye  remcdylcsse  by  the  due  course 
and  order  of  the  Comon  Lawe  of  this  Royalme  for  the  reco\ye  therof  and  so 
lyke  to  lose  tlce  same  forevr  to  her  greate  losse  and  hindrance  and  to  the  lett 
and  hindrance  of  the  Execution  of  the  administracon  of  the  gooddi.i  of  the 
saide  Thorns  Blisse,  if  that  your  Lordshippe'  lawful!  favor   would  wth  pytic 
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be  not  1.0  your  pooic  Executrix  tlicwcd  in  tliis  behalfe.  In  icmlor  consydcration 
vlicrcuf  tiic  jirinisscs  by  your  good  I.ordbhippc  tcnderlye  consydercd,  mayc  be 
mayc  it  jilcaso  your  good  Lordslu'ijpc  of  your  goodness  to  graunt  to  your  poorc 
oratrice  I'lic  Qucne's  matics  gractius  wrytto  of  Subpena  to  tlic  paidc  Henryo 
BIysse  and  Richard  AUcync  to  be  directed  coniaundinge  tlicm  and  cveryc  of 
tlicia  by  t!-.c  same  psonallyc  to  appcarc  before  your  good  Lordshippc  in  the 
Quencs  maties  higlic  CourLe  of  Chaunccrye  at  a  ccrlayne  dayc  and  under  a 
ccrlcyne  payne  by  your  good  Lordshippe  there  to  be  lymiled  and  appointed 
then  and  there  to  make  ans^ver  to  the  prmsses  and  furth.cr  to  stande  and  abide 
suche  order  and  dyrection  tlicrundr  as  to  you  good  Lordshippc  and  the  soidc 
highc  courte  of  Chauncerye  shall  be  thought  to  stande  and  be  niooste  consonant 
and  vyseabic  to  riglit  cqujtie  and  good  conseyence  And  your  said  poore  ora- 
trice slial!  daylie  praye  to  god  for  the  prsvacon  oi  your  good  Lordcshippe  in 
honor  longc  to  contyune  and  endure. 

E.  B.  HOXE  [attornc}-] 

The  ansAvcre  of  Honryc  Blisse  defendt  to  the  bill  of  complaint 
of  Agnes  Blisse  complaint: — 

The  sayd  defendt  saieLh  that  the  sayd  bill  of  complainte  againste  him  ex- 
hibytcd  in  this  honorable  corte  is  uncertaine  and  insufficient  in  the  kave  to  be 
answered  unto  arid  the  matters  tlicrein  contcyncd  moste  false  and  slanderous 
and  rather  deN'y:;cd  to  put  the  sayd  deft,  to  v.Tongfull  trouble  and  vexaco.n 
tb.en  uppoa  anie  v.ise  cause.     The  ad-v-anlage  v.-hcreof  to  hyni  ab>s-aics  slaved 
for  furtlier  answere  he  said  that  of  whaL  v.'ekh  In  many  or  otherwise  the  sayd 
Thorns  Blisse  husband  of  the  sayd  compt.  was  tiie  sayd  Dcff  kroveth  not,  nor 
hov.e  much  nor  of  what  vaic'.ve  so  lostc  by  fne     But  he  sayth  the  sayd  Thomas 
Biysse  in  his  lief  tyme  dyd  buyld  a  stable  of  stone  in  Davenlre  aforesayu,  to 
what  intent  other  then  to  be  used  as  stablc-s  are  comrnonlye  used  he  knoweih  not, 
Synce  tlie  death  of  wich  said  Thorn's  Blisse  the  sayd  compt  cntred  into  the  sam.c, 
by  what  title  the  sayd  deff  doth  not  knowe     After  wch  entree  the  sayd  Con;pt 
dyvyscd  the  same  to  the  sayd  deff.  to  held  ac  her  will  and  pleasure.     By  foixe 
whereof  he  entred  into  the  sayd  Stable  and  was  tliereof  possessed  accordingly  c, 
until  suche  t^'me  as  she  after  by  the  procurement  of  some  otlier,  v.-ho  bare  this 
deft  no  good  v.-ill  dyd  putt  tliis  deft  from  the  tenure  and  possession  thereof. 
Durir^g  the  tjme  of  v.'hich  occupation  and  possession  thereof  by  the  sayd  deft. 
he  used  the  same  as  a  stable  for  hordes  an  haye  v.-ythout  taking  or  findingo 
anc  ccmodyte  of  money  or  treasure  therein  as  by  the  sayd  compt.  ys  moste 
untrewlye  syripysed,  other  then  suche  comodycye  as  this  deff  hath  before  recyled 
And  so  remaynetli  this  deff.  ihe  seifsame  poore  man  nowe  that  he  Avas  before  lie 
cntred  into  the  same  stables  not  amende  thereby  any  whit  more  than  he  hath 
declared  wherein  this  defl.  marvaj'leth  \  arye  much  what  moved  the  sayd  Compt. 
to  so  unjustly  tocharge  the  sayd  deff  wth  so  untrewe  and  unlikelye  a  matter. 
And  so  unto  the  bargaincs  and  encrease  and  of  welthe  wch  the  sajd  Co:np! 
dreamcth  to  be  greate  since  the  sayd  stable  so  occupied  by  the  sayd  defT.  for 
so  muchc  as  he  knoweth  hymself  of  no  such  increase  other  tiien  by  the  poore 
trade  of  which  he  used  before,  he  cannott  butt  wonder  what  hath  nio\x-d  the 
sayd  compt  to  tiiis  her  sute,  with.out  that  the  sajd  Thomas  Biysse  made  a  stone 
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v.-al'i  ill  his  hov/sc  in  Dayntrc  aforcsayd  and  cnclofcd  in  the  same  any  nior.cy  to 
tlic  knowledge  tliis  deff,  or  tliat  the  sayd  dclT.  euticd  inro  thesayd  hoAvsc  in  aine 
other  manor  then  is  by  hym  aforesaid.  And  v.-icliout  that  tlic  sayd  dclT.  liath 
aiiic  undcrstandinge  upoon  the  rcporic  of  the  saydc  Tliomas  Bli'^sc  in  liis  Hef 
tynic  that  lie  had  money  hydden  in  a  stone  wall  of  the  saydhowse  or  that  the 
sayd  dcff.  fell  into  comnyxacon  with  one  Richard  Allen  to  brake  the  v.'alls  of 
the  sayd  howse  and  to  talce  awaye  aine  money  from  there,  or  that  the  sayd 
deff.  and  the  sayd  Ricliard  Allen  did  break  the  sayd  wall  or  take  from  thence 
any  siichc  niony  or  psortcd  rnie  such  betwenc  them  and  without  that  the  sayd 
dcfT.  hath  confessed  anie  suche  thinge  or  that  anie  other  matter  alleged  in  the 
sayd  bill  not  allrcadje  denied  or  avoyded  and  materiall  to  be  answered  inito 
ys  trcwc.  AlUvhich  matters  the  sayd  dcfT.  ys  readye  to  averr  and  prove  as  this 
honorable  corte  shall  award  and  prayeth  to  be  dysmysscd  out  of  the  same  willi 
his  coste  and  charge  in  this  nioste  unjuste  sute  most  wrongfully  sustained 

Akden  Wafekek  [attorne>] 

The  Rcplicacon  of  Agnes  BKssc  Complt.  to  tlic  Answerc  of 
Henryc  Blysse  Deft.:— 

The  sayd  complaint  saving  unto  her  sclfe  at  all  tymes  hereafter  the  advan- 
tage of  c-Kcepston  to  the  Incertayntye  and  InsulTj-entsie  of  the  said  Answer,  for 
Replica  ton  thereunto  say  the  that  the  said  Bill  of  complaynt  ys  sartayne  and 
sufl'ysient  in  the  Lav.'e  to  be  answered  unto  and  not  devyscd  by  the  said  com- 
playnant  to  any  such  Intent  or  porpose  as  in  the  said  ans-.ver  ys  surmyscd, 
for  thcr  doeth  and  will  avarre  mentayne  and  pve  all  8c  everye  matter  and  thing-j 
in  the  said  3>11  of  Complaynt  to  be  good  just  &  trewe  in  soche  sort  Sc  manner 
and  forme  as  theye  &  everye  of  them  be  therin  trcwlye  allcgdde  set  forth  &  ex- 
pressed wethout  that  the  said  Thomas  Blysse  lat  husband  to  the  said  cornplay- 
nant  dyde  in  his  lyffe  tyme  bulde  anye  stable  of  stone  in  doynt'cyc  rfcrcrrid 
or  any  other  bylding  of  anye  svch  chargis  to  the  intent  to  convert  or  use  t!ie 
same  as  Stables,  as  comenlye  used,  as  in  the  said  Answere  most  untrcwiye  is 
suggcstede,  for  the  said  compia}'nant  saycth  that  the  said  Tliomas  Bly-ce  her 
late  husbande  alt  his  great  coste  &  chargis  buldede  and  erected  the  same  howse 
for  a  dweliinge  hov.-se  and  to  the  intent  to  m-'.ke  hit  stronge  and  substaur.cyall, 
amongste  Dyvcrs  other  his  great  chargis  the.euppon  Imployed,  bestowed  >?:  used 
a^•erye  Stronge  Stone  '.valle  and  a  Stone  chymney  for  his  neccssaryc  use  of  fyrc 
and  in  the  sanv3  walle  near  unto  the  said  chymney  inclosed  all  the  said  monyc 
in  the  said  Bill  of  complaynt  very  fycd,  to  the  intent  to  pserve  and  kype  the  same 
from  casualtye  of  ff>re  or  for  losing  the  same  by  any  other  extorte,  v,aye  or 
means  as  in  the  said  Bill  ys  alleged.  And  without  that  the  said  compiaynant 
after  the  death  of  the  said  Thomas  Blysse  and  her  entrye  unto  the  prmysscs 
dyde  demyse  and  Lease  the  same  premisses  to  the  said  defendt.  to  hold  uic  or 
ocupie  as  a  Stable,  but  as  a  dweliinge  howse  for  wch  pcrpoze  the  same  was 
erected  and  usid,  or  that  the  said  defendant  Duringe  the  tyme  of  his  ocupacon 
and  abode  therein  ocupyed  the  same  as  a  Siable  as  he  surmyscth  that  he  dyde 
to  the  knolyge  of  this  complayaunt  as  in  the  said  answer  >s  allso  untrewlye 
alleged  And  yt  be  so  dyde  the  same  was  not  honestly  dcrie  and  otherwise 
then  he  hade  warrande  or  Authorytie  from  the  said  complayanante  to  dec  & 
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without  that  tlic  ?aid  dcfundauut  never  found  nor  hade  aiiye  oilier  gaync  or 
comodytie  in  or  bj'  the  said  howbC  otlicr  ther.  in  keping  of  iiorses  &  haj'e  in  the 
feline  as  in  tb.e  said  answer  most  Impudently  and  contorarj'c  to  his  one  afl'j-rmacon 
ys  sygijosted  or  that  he  ys  not  in  farrc  better  case  to  I> \e  l.iy  re?on  of  having  of 
the  same  or  that  liowso  and  other  comedy  tic  tisercin  ontnyncd  tlicn  ever  lie  was 
alt  anye  tyme  before  the  having  of  tiie  same  at  tliat  tlie  wellhe  iluit  he  ys  givine 
unto  nowc  of  vcrye  Late  ys  only  by  rcson  of  his  trade  of  byinge  &.  selling  of 
Ij-ncn  cloth  all.so  in  his  said  ansv.er  he  hath  moste  imlrewlyc  alleged  &  srmyscd 
and  that  wthout  that  therbe  anye  other  matter  or  tln'ng  in  the  said  answere 
contcj'ncd  inalcryall  or  elTectual  to  be  R.cp!}cd  unto  and  nott  [torn—  two  \.'ords] 
-cp.ily  confessed  and  avojdedc  tra\-crEed  or  dcr.icd  ys  trewc  all  which  m.atlcr.v 
the  said  coniplt.  [torn  four  or  five  words]  pve  [jirove]  as  this  honorable  Courte 
shall  awarde  and  jiraycth  as  she  before  in  her  byl!  hath  [torn — probably,  most 
trcv.'lye  prajed.] 

As  no  further  record  appears  of  this  sfit,  it  is  probable  th.at 
the  plaintiff's  allegations  were  not  proven.  She  sold  the  bulk 
of  the  real  estate,  with  the  consent  of  her  late  husband's  cousin, 
John  Blysse  of  Leamington,  to  Jolin  Symes  and  Robert  Buli,  thus 
ignoring  the  claims  which  her  husband's  cousins  had  or  imagined 
that  they  had  as  heirs  to  lier  estate,  and  for  the  recoNX^ry  of  wh.ich 
suit  was  brought  by  Robert  Blysse  of  Oadl;-y,  the  eldest  son  of 
Richard  Blysse,  Jr.,  first  cousin  to  Thomas  B!ys?e,  the  wealth}- 
mercer,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  case  cf  Blysse  v.  Syatcs. 

Isabel  Blj'sse,  to  whom  Thomas  Blysse,  the  mercer,  bequeathed 
a  tenement,  may  be  considered  as  a  granddaughter  of  the  lattcr's 
uncle,  Richard  Blysse,  Sr.  Her  burial  is  the  second-earliest  recorded 
in  the  register  of  the  parish  church  of  tlie  Holy  Cross,  Daventry: — 

1574     Isabel  Blysse  bur.  ye  XXII  of  Apriil 


"Stronge  and  substauncyall"  and  "buldcde  att  his  great  coste 
&  chargis,"  as  was  the  stone  house  of  Thomas  Blysse,  the  merrer, 
its  identity  is  now  lost  because  of  the  modern  fronts  that  ha-\"e  bcjn 
added  to  almost  every  structure  in  the  two  business  streets  of 
Daventry.  The  "stone  chym.ney"  mentioned  by  the  widow  Agnes 
Blysse  v.-as  something  of  a  novelty  in  Daventry  in  1550.  Chimneys 
v/cre  rare  iii  country  houses  as  late  as  1558.  The  reign  of  Elizabeth 
brought  to  her  countrymen  a  prosperity  such  as  they  had  never 
known.  Thomas  Blysse,  the  mercer,  was  a  good  example  of  the 
merchants  of  the  "middle  class,"  who  placed  carpets  instead  of 
rushes  upon  the  floors  of  their  houses,  bought  the  carved  oak  bed- 
steads and  furniture  that  are  now  so  famous,  made  the  use  of  glass 
in  windows  a  common  feature,  and  introduced  the  general  domestic 
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coniforls  and  refinements  ihat  date  from  Elizabeth's  time  [1558- 
1603].  More  than  all,  they  wore  the  tj'jjcs  of  men  who  afterwards 
rose  to  supreme  po\\er  and  played  a  great  and  grand  part  in  the 
social,  [)ulitical,  and  religions  historj'  of  England. 

In  Elizabeth's  lime  cullure  came  to  Lc  looked  upon,  like  good  manners  or 
good  cloUiej,  as  part  of  the  sound  and  personal  equipment  of  the  well-born  and 
well-to-do,  but  the  noiioi^  that  education  was  for  the  common  man  would  have 
been  e\-eryv,-licre  dismissed  as  a  dangerous  paradox.     [Prime  Minister  Asquitu.] 

Jane  (Wallman)  Blysse,  v/ife  of  John  Blysse,  the  yeoman,  died 
before  1561.  This  is  the  year  back  to  which  nearly  all  of  the  records 
of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  burials  for  Daventry  are  preserved 
in  the  registers  of  the  parish  church. 

Agnes  Blysse,  who  hunted  for  the  iniaginary  treasure,  outlived 
her  husband,  Thomas  Blysse,   the  mercer,  se^■cnteen  years. 

Burialls  157-1  Agnes  Bljsse  bur.  ye  v  of  Aug. 

[Register  of  Holy  Cros.;,  Da\-entvy.] 

Kenry  Blysse,  the  linen  draper,  sued  by  the  said  Agnes,  was 
born  1520-40,  before  the  church  registers  began,  yet  he  was  probably 
the  son  of  Richard  Bl^'sse",  Jr.,  of  Davcntr}'.  Henry  v/as  quite 
as  prominent  a  freeman  of  Davent'y  as  were  John  Blysse,  tliC 
spirited  yeoman,  and  Thomas.,  the  mercer.  All  that  can  be  learned 
of  him  has  been  found.  In  1571,  four  years  after  Agnes  Blysse 
sued  him  for  the  money  in  the  chimney,  a  survey  v.-as  made  of  ih.e 
manor  of  Daventry.  In  this  valuable  record  Kenry  Blysse  figure; 
as  holding  of  the  Crown  (as  of  the  Queen's  Duchy  of  Lancaster) 
several  small  parcels  of  land  which  he  very  likely  used  as  gardens. 

(The  original  iMS  of  this  survey  is  in  the  Record  Office,  London.) 

Duchy  of  Lancaster.  Misc.  Books  Vol.  113.  13  Elizabeth.  [1571.] 
The  mannar  of  Daventree  cu  Drayghton  in  com  Northmpton 
The  dragge  or  fTcildebooke  made  of  the  said  Mannor  in  the  inoneth  of  Au;;iiite 
in  the  xiiith  ycre  of  the  Reigne  of  or  So\'eraignc  Ladye  Onene  EH.7abeth  by 
Edmunds  Twynyii;-.,  Surveyor  tliere  by  ^■c■rlue  of  the  Queencs  Maistec  c:>m- 
inissyoa  to  hym  and  others  d!;ccted  for  the  srvey  of  the  same  bearing  date 
under  the  sealc  of  rhn  Dutchie  of  Lancaster  the  sixte  daye  of  Juiye  in  the  xiiilli 
yere  of  hei  maistes  rcignc  aforcsaide.  By  the  oath  of  ctlicr  of  d>vers  of  the 
tennts  there. 

In  the  Toune  of  daventree,  on  the  west  s}'de  of  the  streatc  called  Newlande: 
Thorn  Wallman  1  close  1  R  [rood]  1  fur  [furlong] 
The  Hyghe  streate: 
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Edwardo  \VaIiuan  111  cotags  iS:  111  liaclJldcs  ciiiouil  vun  mess  voc  burkcbies 
9  R  fur 

Ilcnr.  Roper  unu  poniar  mip  i>l!n  mess  pd  \-oc  Biickubyes  [one  orchard 
lately  belonging  to  a  Iiouse  called  "Buckcbycs"]  Edw.  Walnian  we.st  &  Inl mdcs 
south. 

[One  of  the-jc  houses  occupieil  by  Edwarde  Waiman  nia\-  have  been  bcnuealhed 
to  hina  by  his  brother-in-law  J(jhn  or  Thomas  Blyssc.  The  location  beinj  on 
the  north  side  of  the  short  High  streei  this  property,  therefore,  was  surely  close 
to  it  if  not  inclusive  of  the  site  of  the  "Alalte  Mylle"  owned  in  1500  by  the 
first  Henry  Blysse.] 

On  the  south  side  of  the  hiyhc  streate: 

Hercd  Waiman  1  cot  called  xpofer's  }i  R  [rood] 

Nobolde  Lane:   Henr.  Blysse  1  close  IR  [rood] 

The  fTermc  holdeth  the  scite  of  thover  manner  and  the  greate  close  called 
Inlandes  wth  a  pcell  of  meadowe  Eyeing  togither. 

Henrj-  Blysse  1  close     i  R 

Edw.  Wallman  vun  mess  111  cot  voc  Buckbycs     R 

Thom  Wallman  1  close  maydwell     1  R 

Hercd  Wallman  1  cot.  called  the  xpofcr     J<2  R  [rood] 

[This  land  held  by  Henry  Blysse  is  identified  as  that  bordering  upon  the 
present  Lichfield  street  near  its  junction  vvith  Sheaf  street,  opposite  the  site 
of  the  present  "Plough  Inn"  and  extending  eastward.  This  Inn  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  residence  or  on  the  site  of  the  residence  and  blacksmith's  shop 
of  Wm.  Blisse^,  brother  of  the  said  Henry  and  grandfather  of  Thomas  Blisse*, 
tr.e  emigrant  to  Rehobotli,  Mass.] 

In  the  coea  [common]  fTealdes  of  Da\-eniree,  viz: 

In  Hav.-kencU  ["Hav.-ken  hill"— late  called  Falconer's  or  Faulkner's  lliii] 
Henr.  Blysse  1  Ley     Fur![ong]  R         ><a  [acre] 

Henry  Blysse  yi  acr 

In  Kyi^gesmcade  in  a  notlier  furi[ong]  laere  Kcnr.  Blysse  ij  Swai'sics  in  the 
midest  of  the  meade. 

1  R  [rood] 

I     In  corbz 
Campis  terr 
arr  ibm 
[arable  land 
in  the  comrnoi\ 
f^.elds] 
U;acr 


In  Estmeade:    Henr.  Blysse 


Tenant  Dve 
Reginc  p 
Indentur 
[Tenant  by 
indenture- 
lease] 
Henr.  Blysse 


In  Villa 
Terr  meluss 
T 


ents  (S:  Cocs 
[Land  v/ith  a 
house  upon  it 
in  the  village] 
R  [rood] 


In  corbz 

pratis 

terr  pti  ib.m 

[Pasture  land 

in  tlis  coinmcn 

fields] 

1  R  [rood]  1  acr 


On  the  19lh  of  Ji:ly,  1524,  H'jray  Blysse  witnessed  the  vviil  of 
William  Blysse^  blacksmith,  undoubtedly  his  brother. 


Records  of  the  Borough  of  Daventry  (  in  the  town  hall). 

The  order  for  poste  horses  agreed  upon  the  Eighte  daye  of  maye  anno 
Rcgni  Elizabeth  Regine  decimo  Seplimo  [157.5]  .  .  .  Henrie  BIyse  vi  d  [48 
others  paid  vi  d  each  for  the  carrying  of  the  mails.] 
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llcnr}'  Blj's?c  was  chosen  a  incnibcr  of  tlie  CoiiMi'iuii  Council: — 

•XXIX  ?cplcrabre  being  tlie  feaste  Daie  of  Saiivt  TJyclihoIi   t'larrhaungcle 
[1576]     ....     Coraoncrs:   Mcurio  RHl^sc,  Edward  Walhnan. 

Fori.y-si>:  clays  after  Henry  BIysse  had  signed  his  name  to  an 
agreement,  as  a  nicniher  of  the  Borough  Council  on  Nov.  28,  15S7, 
the  thin-toned  bell  in  the  tower  of  the  church  of  the  Holy  Cross 
summoned  the  people,  the  freemen,  and  the  officers  of  the  "Borough 
cS:  Comonalty  of  Daventre"  to  listen  to  the  last  rites  of  earth,  beside 
the  open  grave  of  tlieir  esteemed  friend  and  master,  Henry  BIyssc: — 

Burialls  1587  lleniy  Bllsso  bur.  ye  XIII  of  Jan. 

[Register  of  the  parish  cluirch  of  Da\er,try.] 

Richard  Blj'sse",  Jr.,  (Richard^)  lefi  no  will  and  almost  no  record 
of  himself.  He  died  before  the  burial  records  began  (j560).  It 
is  a  mere  conjecture  that  his  wife  may  have  been  the  Jojxe  of  this 
record  in  the  register  of  Holy  Cross  Church,  Daventry: — 

Burialls.     1567  Joyes  BHsse  the  XXIX  of  Dec. 

Nevertheless  her  probable  son  William^,  (Richard"^,  Richard') 
the  smith,  named  his  eldest  daughter  Joyce.  Henry  Blysse,  brother 
of  William^,  al.go  left  no  will,  noi-  did  he  n'.a'M}-  in  D?.\entry  before 
1561,  or  after,  if  the  parish  register  is  to  be  relied  upon  as  complete. 
(We  fear  that,  like  many  others,  it  is  not  complete.)  There  aie  two 
births  (baptisms)  arid  bu.rials,  however,  that  cau  only  be  accounted 
for  as  being  those  of  two  of  his  children,  in  addition,  to  five  other 
children,  v.-hose  baptisms  were  not  recorded  at  Daventry.  The  two 
children  whom  we  tentatively  credit  to  tlie  said  Henry  Blysse, 
whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  are  recorded  in  the  parish  register  of 
the  Church  of  Holy  Cross,  Daventry,  viz.: — 

[Baptism]  1575,  John  Blisse  bap.  ye  XIIII  of  June 
(And  who  died]  1598.     John  Blysse  bur.  ye  XXVIII  of  Dec. 
[Baptism]  1576.     Ag.nes  Blysse  bap.  ye  XIII  of  Sept. 
1597.     Agnes  Blysse  bur.  ye  XX  of  Au^t. 

Henry  Blysse  -VAas  a  member  of  "The  Companye  of  M'sers, 
Wollendrap's,  Taylcrs,  Inkepers  &  fullers"  of  Daventry.  After 
his  death  there  appears  in  the  records  of  this  company,  instead  of 
his  name,  the  name  of  Margaret  Blisse,  who  paid  iiiid.  dues  in  15S9, 
as  a  member  of  the  company.     That  she  came  to  be  a  member 
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thereof  throiit;!!  iiilicritancc  can  scarcely  be  questioned.  There  is 
no  direct  record  proof  that  slie  was  the  widow  of  Henry  Blysse, 
tlie  draper.  Nevertheless  the  e\-idence,  tliough  merely  of  a  circum- 
stantial nature,  is  of  sufficient  merit  to  convince  the  careful  analy- 
sist,  after  a  stud)-  of  all  Bliss  records,  that  she  was  Henry's  v/idow 
and  his  successor  in  the  linen  drapery  trade.  Her  will  of  1598 
proves  that  she  was  engaged  in  business  at  Daventry,  that  she 
left  goods  to  the  value  of  £81  17s.  3d.  [now  about  £500]  and  that 
"Maister  H.  Edm  Quelj-e,  Esquire"  ov.ed  her  £10  ISs.  for  "wares 
delivered,"  Her  will  names  fnc  cliildren  as  living  in  1598— her 
probable  son,  John,  having  been  buried  just  fortj'-eight  days  before 
she  made  her  will,  and  her  probable  daughter,  Agnes,  had  died  in 
the  >ear  before,  as  shown  hereinbefore. 

(Registered  at  the  Probate  Registry,  NorLhampio.i.) 

Archdeaconry  Court  of  NorthampLon. 

Abstract  of  the  will  of  Margaret  Blisse  of  Daventry  dated  6  Feb.  1598. 

To  be  bulled  in  parsli  church  of  Daventrie. 

To  repaire  of  pa.'-iih  churcli  of  Da\-entrie  jjs 

To  the  poore  of  Davcnlrie  iijs 

To  my  Sonne  Edv.-ard  Blisse  £10  ISs,  which  is  due  for  wares  delivered  ro 
the  use  of  Alaister  Edm.  Quelye,  Esquire. 

To  my  daughier  Jane  £10,  executrix. 

To  Eliza  Currale  403 

Residue  to  be  divided  bctv.-een  two  of  my  children,  Eliz  Curraii  &  Ursula 
Spencer. 

\Vm  Blisse,  my  eldest  sonne,  oweth  me  SOs 

Overseers,   Thos.   Marriat,   minister,   Rich   L^arman,    Draper,   John   farrrer 
butcher,  Henry  farmar  shoemaker,  to  tlieni  ijs 
Witnesses  \Vm.  Blisse,  Agnes  Grace,  francis  Corral!,  Geo.  Brckbiancke 

Probated  13  March  1593.     Estate  inventoried  at  £S1  lis.  5d 

The  testator  v.-as  buried  three  days  after  mailing  lier  will: — 

159S,  Margaret  Blisse  bur.  ye  IX  of  fob. 
(Register  of  Holy  Cross,  Daventry.] 

Her  son  Edward  had  no  issue  in  1600.  No  marriage,  or  child 
of  his,  is  recorded  at  Daventry.  Tiie  drapery  business,  however, 
continued  in  tlie  Bliss  family  at  that  place  until  1870.  It  v.as  last 
owned  by  the  late  P.ichard  Bliss  and  Charles  Lee  Bliss,  who.se  suc- 
cessor, Percy  Farmer,  is  now  a  general  linen  draper  or  dealer  in 
dry  goods.  Margaret  Blisse's  eldest  son  was  residing  at  Pattishr.!!, 
twelve  miles  50utheastv\-ard  of  Daventry,  where  he  died  soon  after 
his  mother,  leaving  this  v.ill: — 
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(Registered  at  the  riobatc  Registry,  Northampton.) 

Archdeaconry  Coiirt  cf  Northampton  (abstract)  dated  31  Oct.  1600. 

Wni  Blisbe  of  EastcuL  in  t!ie  psh  of  Patie?huII,  Northton. 

To  Sonne  George  Bli.^se  a  payre  o.''  sbectos  etc.  &  £S;  X'4  witliin  3  years  & 
otlicr  £4,  witlnn  six  ycares;  the  money  to  be  paid  by  my  exec,  into  the  hands 
of  Geo.  Ma[)le  t*v:  John  \"\'ate3,  oversi.'ers  &  by  them  to  be  employed  to  the  use 
of  Geo.  till  lie  is  21  years  of  age.  If  Geo.  die,  £4  to  the  eldest  child  of  my  brother 
Edward  Blisse,  if  he  happen  to  have  any. 

To  my  sister  Eliza  Corrall's  eldest  child,  XXVIs.  Yllld. 

To  eldest  child  of  Jane  Ander,  my  sister. 

To  Wm.  Tibbes,  son  in  law,  1  ewe  &  1  lamb  when  21. 

Towards  the  belles  mendinge  XEld 

Probated  15  Jan  loCO,  Inventory  £S0-14s.-00d 
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The   Family  of  William   Blissc  of   Daventry 

This  narrative  has  now  come  slowly,  surely,  step  by  step,  across 
many  years,  over  many  records  and  throuf;h  searching  explanations 
thereof,  to  the  day  and  the  contemplation  of  a  man  who  to  his 
descendants  is  a  great  personage  in  the  Bliss  family  of  England. 
We  refer  to  William  Blysse',  blacksmith.  We  mark  him  as  the 
brother  of  Robert  Blyssc  of  Oadby,  and  of  Henry  Blysse,  the  linen 
draper,  of  Daveiitry;  and  these  so  marked,  as  the  three  sons  of 
Richard  Blysse",  Jr.,  of  Daventry,  v/ho,  in  turn,  was  the  son  of  Richard 
Blyssc',  Sr.,  of  the  same  and  brother  to  both  Henry  Blysse,  the  miller- 
mercer  of  1500,  and  the  Thomas  Blysse  who  became  lost  to  us  in  the 
leas  of  Leamington;  the  said  Richard,  Jr.,  having  been  the  first  cousin 
of  the  childless  brothers,  John  Blysse,  th.e  yeoman,  and  Thomas 
Blysse,  the  mercer,  who  married  the  two  sisters  Wallman,  and  died 
both  loving  their  Wallman  brothers-in-law  more  tlian  they  loved 
their  nearest  of  Bliss  kin. 

William  Blysse',  the  blacksmith  of  Da^•entry,  was  the  grandfather 
of  the  three  Blisses  who  forged  with  the  v,'hite-hot  iron  of  resolution 
tl;eir  vay  to  the  New  World,  circa  163S,  through  two  of  his  four 
sons,  all  four  sons  blacksmiths,  and  the  sons  of  them  blacksmiths, 
and  the  grandsons  of  them  blacksmiths,  in  both  England  and 
America,  simultaneously.  Benjamin  Franklin  was  the  human  prod- 
uct of  generations  of  blacksmiths  at  Ecton,  seventeen  miles  north- 
eastward from  Daventry.  This  philosopher  said  that  the  sturdy 
family  from  wliich  he  sprang  had  "augmented  its  income,  arising 
from  a  small  patrim.ony  of  thirty  acres,  by  adding  to  it  the  profits 
of  a  blacksmith's  business,  the  eldest  son  a!wa}'s  being  bred  to  that 
trade."  Then-a-days  the  smith  v.-as  a  man  of  far  greater  impor- 
tance tliati  nov/.  Wil'iam  Blisse'  wrought  many  things  other  than 
iron  shoes  for  the  feet  of  horses.  He  was  a  general  v.orkor  in  metals 
for  all  sorts  of  purposes,  the  chief  artisan  of  the  tov/n,  the  indis- 
pensable citizen.  His  was  the  day  when  the  horse  Vv'as  in  its  glory 
in  the  use  and  esteem  of  man.  Inland  commerce  moved  only  witli 
the  steps  of  Bucephalus.  If  the  blazing  forge  has  been  idealized  by 
poets,  the  Yakuts  of  Siberia  still  believe  tliat  spirits  are  more  afraid 
of  the  clink  of  th.e  smith's  hammer  and  the  roar  of  his  bellov/s  than 
of  any  other  manifestation  of  force.  A  vestige  of  the  ancient;  idea 
that  smiths  were  wizards  is  seen  in  the  expression  in  the  articles 
of  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  a  smith,  used  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  which  specified  that  a  novitiate  was  to  be  taught  "the 
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art  and  the  inyster)""  of  tlic  trade.  Sir  Walter  Scott  made  an 
itinerant  blacksmith  the  \\izard,  the  alchemist,  the  magician,  who  so 
mystcriouslj'  protected  Amy  Rob.vart.  Though  the  ?mith  nowadays 
is  a  less  romantic  figure,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  esteem  any  the  less 
William  Blysse'  and  his  forceful  family. 

William  Blyssc  was  born  at  Daventry,  in  wh.at  year  no  record 
rcmaineth  and  saith.  He  was  born  with  the  English  Bible.  The 
supreme  power  of  the  pope  in  Britain  ceased  almost  with  his  first 
breath.  The  famous  period  of  1530-35  was  in  the  cycle  of  his  na- 
tivity. The  Reformation  was  his  cradle.  The  supplications  before 
painted  images  he  did  not  see,  and  the  mass  he  never  heard.  He 
was  baptized  into  a  world  pregnant  with  newly-applied  ideas.  Those 
new  ideas  became  his  ideas,  even  while  the  old  ideas  still  hovered 
round.  William  Blysse,  the  smith,  was  the  first  of  our  Bliss  ancestors 
who  lived  to  witness  the  sounder  demonstration  of  the  fact  that 
religion  v/as  a  matter  of  deeds  and  not  of  words.  He  was  our  earliest 
ancestor  to  catch  a  first  faint  gleam  of  the  trutli-light  of  whatso- 
ever in  the  name  of  which  one  man  hills  or  injures  another  i.^  not 
the  religion  of  the  New  Tcstam.ent  but,  instead,  fanaticism. 

The  Davcntrj'  days  of  William  Blysse  were  not  m.any,  and  the 
records  of  his  life  are  few.  His  second  marriage,  the  baptisms  and 
the  burials  of  three  of  his  eight  children,  his  will,  and  his  owu  burial 
are  the  only  recorded  items  that  nov;  reniain.  He  v/as  frst  married 
when  quite  young,  about  1550,  and  had  by  his  first  v.ife,  before 
1561,  sons  George,  Nicholas,  and  William,  the  daughter  Joyce,  and 
possibly  Jonc.  The  first  wife  died  before  Sept.,  1561.  There  is  no 
record  of  her  name  or  burial.  The  tv/elfth  entry  in  tiic  fust  column 
of  the  first  page  of  the  first  register  book  of  the  parish  chtircli  of  Holy 
Cross  at  Daventry  (which  register  begins  in  15^0}  is  the  rjco.'"d  of 
William  Blysse's  second  marriage,  viz.: — 

A  true  Regysler  of  the  chiirche 
Maryges — 
''■    1561.     Willm  smidi  Blisse 

Elizabeth  his  v.itTe  the  XXth  of  Septc 

The  parchment  page  bearing  this  entry  is  blotted  and  stained 
with  the  tav\'ny  discoloration  of  time,  and  the  ink  is  brown  and 
pale.  The  word  "smith,"  with  a  line  d^awn  through  it,  v/as  the 
clerk's  intention  to  state  the  man's  business,  obviously  and  errone- 
ously written  before  instead  of  after  the  surnaine.  The  family 
names  of  brides  were  not  recorded  in  this  book  for  the  ftrst  few  years. 
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Such  omi.ssions  formed  a  common  practice  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
Since  then  woman's  position  in  Enghuid,  however,  has  improved,  yet 
the  "Si!ft'rac;(:ttes"  still  claim  to  find  room  for  a  further  imi^rovcment. 
Sixtccn-and-a-hair  montlis  after  tlie  marriage  of  Wiliiam  and 
Ehzabeth  Dlysse  there  was  baptized  their  son,  John"*,  who  became 
the  father  of  the  brothers,  Thomas*  and  George^  Blisse,  the  emi- 
grants, circa  1G3S,  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  Newport,  Pxhode 
Island,  respectively :--- 

1502  John  Blisse  baptized  the  second  of  fclmiaryc 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Cluirch,  Davcnlry.] 

The  second  and  third  childien  of  the  second  marriage  \\ere: — 

1564  Agnes  Blisse,  bap.  tlie  xv  of  March 

1573  Anne  Biysse  bap.  ye  XIX  of  July 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Church,  Daventry.] 

Two  of  the  four  daughters  died  unmarried: — 

1571  Joyce  Biysse  bur.  ye  X\"H  of  Aug. 
1592  Agnes  Biysse  bur.  XX  of  May 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Cliiuch.,  Daventry.] 

Twenty-eight  days  before  the  burial  of  the  said  daugliter  Joyce 
her  father  ^w  as  buried: — 

1574  Vullm.  Blisse  bur.  ye  XX  of  July 

[Register  of  Holy  Crc^s  Church,  Da^•entry.] 

Elizabeth,  the  second  wife  and  widow  of  William  Biysse,  black- 
smith, outlived  her  husband  twenty-tv."o  years: — 

Burialls  1596.  Elizabeth  Blisse  b.  ye  iiij  of  Sept. 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Church,  Da\erary.] 

The  last  testament  of  William  Dlysse,  blacksmith,  written  on 
the  day  before  he  died:-— 

(Registered  at  the  Probate  Registry,  Peterborough.) 

Archdeaconry  Court  of  Northampton.     Liber  4.  folio  230  (abstract). 

19  July  1574  V/illm  Biysse  of  Daventry  Northton,  black  smythe. 

Body  to  be  buried  in  the  churche  yardc  of  Daventry 

I  cloo  owe  as  folioiihe  ffyrst  to  Henrye  Blisse  xliiij  sxid. 

To  Nicolas  Shcnvood  xxs:  to  Alice  Deakes  xii  s  viii  d;  to  Law  raunce  batte 
xiii  siiii  d 

Debtts  owinge  unto  me  as  thes:  John  Gardiner  xsxd  harrye  Rop  i.nls  iii  d. 
John  batman  vi  s  vi  d  Henry  warwicke  v  s  vi  d  John  hurlies  ii  s  iiii  d  and  a  loode 
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carriage  of  f>  rrcs*  from  farlhingstonc,  Willin  hycliis  v  s  ix  d  Robt.  Cooke  iii  s  ii  d 
boddiiigLou  of  Newman,  iiii  s  v  d,  Chcton  of  byfyld  ii  s  Richard  balte  of  buclccbj'e 
X d.     Tiiom.as  Clarke  &  Jolm  Walson  of  DavenUye  v  s  \i  d  Richard  Iswcll  x\ i  d 

To  Nicolas  blyss?  my  second  sonne  the  lease  of  my  hoi'.se  in  da^•c^t^ye  in 
considci'acon  that  my  wife  sliall  have  iirr  fyndinge  in  ihe  same  liowse  so  long 
as  blie  kopythe  her  selfe  wydow. 

To  sayd  Nicolas  all  the  shoppe  toolcs  yt  I  have  at  Sta\ton  ii  U\ytc  ham.mers 
excepted  wch  I  doo  gyve  unto  my  sonne  John. 

To  iny  Sonne  Willm  my  third  sonne  all  my  tooles  &  al!  things  that  p'tayncs 
to  my  forge  at  Daventiy. 

My  son  John  shall  serve  &  be  prentjs  v.tli  my  sonne  Nicolas  untyil  he  slialbe 
xxti  yeres  old;  that  Nicolas  shall  tcache  hym  his  occupacon  and  at  thend  when 
he  slialbe  at  his  full  age  then  Nicolas  shalpaye  unto  hym  \\i 

To  my  wife  a  browne  cowe 

To  Jone  blysse  a  black?  cowe 

To  Anne  my  daughter  a  browne  keffer. 

To  Joyce  my  daughter  a  hcffer. 

To  Joiie  my  dau.  a  trusse  bed  8z  a  mattris,  &  ii  payre  of  sheets. 

To  Agnes  blisse  xxs 

To  joys  blisse  x;cs 

To  Jone  blysse  ij  platters  a  sawscr  &  poscnct 

To  my  eldistc  daughter  the  great  panne  so  that  she  shall  paye  unto  licr 
syster  Jone  x  s 

To  Agr.es  my  daugliter  a  towe  bed  &.  a  payre  of  shetes 

The  rest  of  my  goods  net  bcquethed,  my  debtts  being  payd  &:  my  bodye 
honcsly  broughte  to  the  carthe,  I  doo  gyvc  and  bequethe  unto  my  wife  &  to  my 
Sonne  Nicolas,  execti tores. 

Phillipe  Steven  &  harrye  [Henry]  blisse  o\erseers. 

In  wittes,  George  blysse  Robert  Grene,  gylbrt  Rive,  Thomas  Chyles. 

Probated  v  Feb.  1574.     [No  inventory  preserved.] 

Here  v/as  a  testator  \vho  did  the  urxusual  thing  of  spetifying  his 
debts  in  a  will  a  few  hours  before  his  death  and  before  he  named 
his  creditors  or  his  legatees.  William  Blysse,  the  testator,  v/as  a 
freeman  of  the  Borough  of  L'a\"entry  and  a  member  of  "The  Coni- 
panye  of  the  Shoemakers,  Tanners,  Whittawars,  Glovers  and 
Smithes"  one  of  the  two  m.erchant  companies  or  tradesmen's  guilds 
which  controlled  the  general  business  of  the  borough.  These  com- 
binations formed  by  the  masters  of  trades,  for  m.utual  protection, 
the  governing  of  apprentices,  the  control  of  competition,  etc., 
exercised  an  arbitrary  authority  quite  likin  io  modern  "trust 
methods."  William  Blysse  was  the  head  of  his  profession.  He  had 
reached  out  and  taken  the  forge  in  the  neigliboring  tov/n  of  Staver- 
ton.     There   was   ample   work   for   two   or    three   men   in   his   two 

•Fyrrcs,  coal. 
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shops.  His  sons  were  his  assistants.  The  old  forge  at  StavcrLon 
continued  as  such  up  to  within  the  memory  of  men  nov,-  living 
there.  Parts  of  its  ancient  building  still  stand  at  the  rear  of  the 
old  stone  house  near  the  corner  of  the  little  open  square  in  the 
center  of  the  village,  where  the  road  from  Davcntry  enters  the  center 
of  Staverton.  On  the  right  side  of  the  latter  road,  about  twenty 
feet  from  the  corner,  may  be  seen  the  outer  wall  of  the  former 
smith's  shop.  The  patchcd-up  wall  shows  where  the  wide  door, 
that  opened  from  the  street,  has  been  closed  ui>  with  stone,  as  also 
has  a  small  v.-indoAV.  The  thatched  roof  has  changed  to  iron  and  the 
interior  is  now  de^•oted  to  less  noble  uses  than  of  yore.  The  ancient 
forge  at  Daventry,  also  owned  by  the  Blisses,  is  said  by  IcKal  anti- 
quarians to  have  stood  at  the  rear  of  the  "Plough  and  Bell"  Inn. 
This  inn  is  a  building  of  stone  of  the  age  of  three  hundred  years, 
if  a  day.  While  an  earlier  house  may  have  occupied  the  same  site, 
we  are  in  great  danger  of  proclaiming  this  old  house  to  have  been 
the  residence  of  the  Bliss  blacksmiths  v.'ho,  it  is  reasonable  enough 
to  suppose,  carried  on  their  business  "at  the  old  stand"  close  to  the 
rear  of  the  residence,  after  1600,  if  net  before  then — and  to  so  pro- 
claim without  an}-  better  evidence  than  that  of  the  good  memory 
of  the  local  antiquary,  Samuel  George  Leigh,  who  in  1910  i  elated 
how  an  acquaintance  of  his  worked  at  that  same  old  forge  forty 
years  ago.  The  house,  now  the  "Plough  and  Bell,"  is  of  itself, 
however,  visible  evidence  of  the  abode  of  a  substantial  citizen  of 
Daventry  three  centuries  ago  if  not  longer.  The  ancient  smith's 
shop  at  the  rear  has  been  pulled  do'.vn. 

The  absence  from  the  v.ill  of  William  Blysse'  the  smith  of  the 
customary  bequest  to  the  parish  church  suggests  that  he  had  stronger 
inclinations  tov.-ards  Puritanism,  than  did  the  majority  of  his  fellow 
freemen.  This  idea  may  gain  strength  perhaps  from  the  fact  that 
several  v/ho  must  ha\"e  been  his  grandchildren  were  not  presented, 
after  birth,  for  baptism  at  the  parisli  church.  The  onl\-  altcrnati\'e 
is  that  if  baptized  therein  the  clerk  oi  the  parish  omitted  to  record 
the  baptism  in  the  register.  The  frequency  of  such  neglect  to 
record  such  events  in  the  parish  registers  of  England  is  realized 
by  antiquaries  who  study  such  parish  records.  While  v.-e  are  sat- 
isfied with  the  entire  plausibilit}-,  in  this  instance,  of  the  belief  in 
the  omission  by  neglect  of  the  recorder,  before  15SS,  the  absence 
of  any  record  of  a  Bliss  baptism  in  Daventry  for  the  twenty-three 
years,  I5SS  to  1612,  can  only  be  explained  by  the  failure  of  Puritans 
to  present  their  babes  for  baptism  by  the  parish  priest,  v\ho  con- 
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pidorcci  the  Puricans  in  his  parish  to  be  clitiordcrly  persons,  or  because 
they  nili;ht  have  been  excommunicated  or,  possibh',  by  there  having 
been  no  B'i.-^s  births  for  that  long  period. 

One  year,  fi\'e  mc^nlhs,  and  thirteen  days  after  tlie  burial  of 
William  Blysse,  in  1574,  his  second  son,  Nicholas,  to  whom  ho  had 
bequeathed  the  shop  in  Staverton  and  the  dwelling  in  Davcntry 
(likely  a  house  at  or  near  the  Plough  and  Bell  Iim),  died  unmarried: — 

1575  Nycliolas  BIyssc  bur.  yc  ij  of  Jan. 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross,  Davcatry.] 


Nicholas  had  been  promptly  chosen  to  succeed  his  late  father, 


viz.:- 


The  Companle  of  the  Shoinakcrs,  Tanners,  Whittawars,  Glovers  and  Smithes 

Nicholas  Blys-re  was  made  free  of  the  sniythes  the  xvii  of  Julye  in  the  yeare 
of  or  Lord  god  one  thousand  fyve  hundrcth  seventic  and  fyve  and  the  yeare 
of  the  rci^ne  of  or  Sovraigne  Ladle  Quene  Elizabeth  xviiti,  who  paied  to  the 
chambre  for  the  same  iiis  iiiid 

Wardens  of  the  same  companey  chosen  the  xx:c  of  octobrc  1575,  Nicholas 
IMypse  for  the  smythes 

Nicholas  Blysse  iiii  d 

The  order  for  postc  horses  agreed  upon  the  eighte  daye  of  iviaye  aiioo  Regiii 
Elizabeth  Regina  deciino  SL-plinio  [1575]  Nicholas  B'ysse  vld 

George,'  Wiliiam\  and  John"*  Blysse,  the  three  brothers  of  the 
said  Nicholas,  succeeded  their  father  and  brother  at  the  forge  in 
Davcntry  and  at  Sta\-erton.  All  three  became  the  fathers  of  sons 
and  daughters.  George  and  William  lived  in  Davcntry  and  assumed 
the  obligations  and  rights  of  the  deceased  Nicholas.  John,  their 
youngest  brother,  after  being  taught  the  trade,  as  stipulated  by 
his  father's  v.-ill,  set  up  business  for  himself  at  the  forge  in  Preston 
Capes,  five  miles  south^.■ard  from  Davcntry,  whither  we  will  foUov.- 
him,  after  due  reference  to  George.  Williain'*,  of  wliom  v.-e  shall 
v.-ritc  fina'ly,  was  the  fatlicr  of  Thomas  Biisse^,  the  emigrant  to 
America,  circa  163S,  who  settled  at  Rehoboth,  Massach.usetts. 

George  Blisse,  the  eldest  son,  witnessed  his  father's  will  in  \^1-\, 
but  received  no  bequest  by  that  instrument.  Ke  v.-as  then  of  legal 
age  and  self-supporting.  Whatever  his  father  had  done  for  him 
had  been  done  before  1574.  We  canriot  peer  into  his  circumstances 
closely  enough  to  determine  whether  he  had  intended  himself  for 
some  other  business  than  that  of  a  smith,  or  had  become  independent 
of  his  father  as  a  smith,  hence  requiring  no  provision  by  his  father's 
will.     Fourteen  years  after  the  death  of  Nicholas,  George  Blissc's 
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name  appears  as  a  smith  at  the  licad  of  the  list  of  members  of  the 
company  who  paid  dues.  At  this  time  he  was  the  head  of  tho 
family  and  its  representative  in  the  company:— 

(From  records  of  tlio  "Borough  and  Coinnio;ialty  of  Davcnlry.") 
Tlie  Coiupanic  of  the  Shomnkcrs,  Tanner?,  Whit  lawn  rs,  Glovers  and  Smith.cs 
15S9. 

Smithes:  George  Blis?c  iiij  [dues] 

Gcori^e  is  not  of  record  as  having  married  at  Daventry  nor  in 
any  of  tl\e  sixteen  towns  surrounding.  In  six  of  these  towns  the 
records  of  baptism,  marriage,  and  burial  before  1635  are  lost.  But 
tv.o  of  liis  children  are  of  record.  The  gap  of  Lwenty-tlnee  years 
in  the  church  records  at  Daventry,  heretofore  referred  to,  in  which 
no  Bliss  baptisms  or  marriages  were  recorded  (ISJi'S  to  1612)  covers 
some  of  the  years  in  which  children  v/ere  certaini}'  born  to  the 
brothers  George''  and  William^  Blissc.  They  were  the  only  two 
male  Bliss  heads  of  families  di.scernible  in  Daventry,  1587  to  1612. 
Some  of  their  children  were  either  born  or  baptized  at  the  home 
parishes  of  the  wives  of  these  two  brothers,  or  bapti.red  in  Daventry 
but  not  recorded,  or  not  presented  for  baptism  for  reasons  already 
noted.  Therefore  to  which  of  the  tv,"o  brothers,  George  or  William, 
to  credit  these  three  females,  v.-e  carmot  decide: — 

158S  Ale?  Biissc  bap.  ye  x.wiii  of  Augt.     — [\vho  died] — 
1614  Alee  BIyssc  spinster  buried  the  20  of  Warche 
1578  Agnes  Blysse  bap.  ye  x.--l>:  of  Maye 

[Register  of  Holy  Crois  Clu;.cl;,  DavcnL!>.j 

Of  the  two  girls  baptized  in  15S2,  Mary  ard  Ann,  the  latter 
was  surely  a  daughter  of  George,  as  it  is  judged  that  Mary  was  tlie 
daughter  of  William. 

15S2  Mary  Ellsce  bap.  ye  xi!  of  April 
15S2  Ann  Blisse  bap.  ye  x  of  Dec. 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Churc'n,  Daventrv.] 

George   Blysse's  daughter,   Margaret,   is  only  recorded,   viz.: — 

1601  I.Iargarctt  BIyssc  buried  daughter  of  George  Blysso  Sen,  buried  the 
19  daye  of  January 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Church,  Daventry.] 

George  Blysse,  Sen.,  died  in  middle  age  without  making  a  will. 
The  final  record  of  him  reads: — 

1608  George  Blysse  blacksmith  buried  ye  2  icb 

[Register  of  Christ  Church,  Daventry.] 
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George  Blissc,  Jim.,  son  of  the  last-nair.cd  George,  Sr.,  tliougli 
not  recorded  as  baptized  at  DavciUry,  passed  his  life  there  ho\ve\'cr 
as  a  blacksmith.  He  is  identified  by  his  will,  in  which  is  mentioned 
his  only  siirvi\ing  child,  Jane.  George  Blissc,  Jun.,  married  Agnes 
Pinckard  and  had   t\vo  daughters: — 

1627  Mary  Blissc  fil  Gcorj;e  &  Agnes  Bllsse  bapt.  Sept  ix     [She  died]: — 

1627  ATary  Elisse  bur.  the  xiiii  of  Jan. 

1630  Jane  Bli.^se  filia  Georgii  Blissc  &  Agnis  bapliza  July  IS 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Church,  Daventry.] 

The  V  ife,  Agnes  (Pinckard)  [Pinkard]  BlisoC  was  buried  eix  j'cars 
later: — 

Burials   1636  Agnes   Biisse,  Janua  7th 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Chiircli,  Davcntrj-.] 

George  Biisse,  tlie  widower,  died  seven  months  'md  six  days 
later.     Mis  burial  was  not  recorded,  but  his  will  is  extant: — 

(Probate  Registry,  Northainpton.) 

Archdeaconrj'  Court  of  Northampton.     Liber  1637. 

The  will  nonciipative  of  George  Biisse  of  Daventry  Northtoii,  B!acl:niitli, 
three  dales  before  his  dcatii,  viz,  upon  the  20th  day  of  Aug  1637: — 

I  give  all  the  goods  I  have  to  nvy  daughter  Jane  El:s~c  and  I  desire  my 
brothr  Wni.  Pinckard  to  ta.kc  care  to  see  her  brought  upp  z.nd.  to  mar.age  '5: 
dispose  of  her  estate  till  she  comes  to  age  &  likewise  take  care  that  my  debts 
be  duly  &  truly  pd. 

Probated  Aug  19  1637.     Inventory  (in  detail)  £24:4:10 
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The   Heine  of  Thomas-'  and  George^  BJisse 

"All  old  pl.ice,  full  of  many  a  lo\cly  brood, 
Tall  trfcs,  green  lied^jes,  caul  ground  flowers  in  flocks 
And  v.ild  rose  (ip-loc  upon  liawlhcra  stocks." 

True  tliat  is  of  the  timc-v.-orn  town  of  Preston  Capes,  or  Preston- 
oa-lhe-liili,  as  it  is  somellnies  calied,  within  wliich,  a  mile  away 
from  the  village  center,  is  the  hamlet  of  but  four  or  five  houses 
called  Preston  Parva,  meaning  Little  Preston.  John  Blisse*  (Wil- 
liam', Richard",  Richard^),  born  at  Daventry  in  1562,  the  youngest 
of  the  aforesaid  fcu.r  sons  of  William  Blysse  the  blacksmith  who  died 
in  1574,  had  been,  no  doubt,  taught  at  Daventry  and  Stavertcn 
"the  art  and  the  mystery"  of  his  father's  trade  by  his  elder  brothers, 
George  and  William,  as  stipulated  in  their  father's  will  that  the 
deceased  brother  Nicholas  should  do:  "that  Nicolas  shall  teache 
hym  [John]  his  occupacon  and  atthend  when  hee  shalbee  at  his  full 
age  then  Nicolas  shall  paye  unto  hym  vli." 

We  doubt  not  that  George  and  William  paid  the  £5,  and  that 
John  soon  after  left  Daventry  to  become  "the  village  blacksmith" 
at  Preston  Parva  six  miles  to  tlie  south\\-ard.  Was  his  first  wife 
the  daughter  of  the  formar  smith  at  Preston?  And  v/ere  they 
married  there  in  St.  Peter's  Church?  No  definite  answer  is  possible; 
the  probabilities  are  affirmative.  The  vita!  records  of  the  paris'n 
of  Preston  Capes  are  missing  before  the  year  1614.  This  record- 
chasm  is  a  lamentable  loss  to  us;  but  we  can  easily  make  a  safc- 
and-sound  attempt  to  bridge  it.  Here  are  recorded  John  Elisse's 
second  marriage,  the  baptism  of  his  last  child,  his  ov.-n  burial,  the 
burial  of  his  second  vvife,  and  the  nuarriages  of  two  cf  his  children; 
and  here  he  wrote  the  v.'ill  that  names  all  cf  his  seven  sons  and 
daughters.  Particularly  named  therein  are  his  tv.o  eldest  sons, 
Thomas^  and  George^  the  now  famous  and  well-known  emigrants 
to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Newport.  R.  I.  Here,  we  rnay  well  believe, 
that  the  first  six  children  were  born  as  surely  as  was  the  seventh. 
Here  Thomas  and  George  grew  to  m.anhood.  Here  they  served  the 
custom.ary  apprenticeship  of  seven  years  at  the  forge.  Here, 
v.e  can  but  believe,  Thomas  with  several  of  his  neighbors  was 
excommunicated  by  the  church  and  the  rite  of  baptism  denied  to 
some  of  his  children.  Preston-on-thc-hill  is  curs,  therefore,  and  a 
picturesque  possession  it  is.  Quite  uplifted  will  be  the  spirit  cf  him 
or  her  whose  eyes  first  see  Preston  from  the  northward  approach. 
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If  the  visitor  but  stroll  hcrewards  at  afternoon  in  tl'.c  sunshine, 
by  the  footpath  from  Fawslej-'s  most  quaint  and  lovely  church, 
over  tlie  downs,  sheep-dotted,  to  the  mead  that  smiles  beneath 
St.  Peter's  fooi,  the  view  will  be  wortli  the  mile  of  walking.  The 
manicured  slopes  are  sleek  in  the  sunlight,  and  the  shadows  of  th.e 
hedges  that  divide  the  fields,  and  the  dark-fringed  wood  along  the 
top  and  down  the  westward  vale,  will  satisfy  the  preconceived 
imagination  of  what  an  ancestral  English  landscape  should  be. 
The  byways  of  the  village  are  just  as  well  swept  as  the  fields,  and 
behind  the  white  latticed  winduv.-s,  filled  with  flowerpots  a-bloom 
and  set  in  the  gray  stone  walls,  are  snug  interiors,  cozy  and 
clean. 

This  afternoon  the  scene  is  quite  as  tiie  Blisses  last  saw  it.  But 
zesthctically  the  scene  said  nothing  to  them.  The  Puritans  were 
insensible  to  any  view  but  the  heavenly  vista.  They  v.cre  uiihappy 
here;  here  where  nature  bestows  a  benediction.  Conscience  and 
ambition  found  no  solace  on  Prcston-hill  for  George  and  Thomas 
Blisse.  "They  had  their  smiles  and  their  tears,  their  raptures  and 
their  sorrows,  but  not  for  the  things  of  this  world.  Enthusiasm 
had  made  them  stoics."  Yet  Lord  ]Ma.caulay  called  the  Puritans 
"the  most  remarkable  body  of  men,  perhaps,  which-  the  world  has 
ever  produced.  .  .  .  They  went  through  the  world,"  he  says, 
"like  Sir  Artegal's  iron  man,  Talus,  v/ith  his  liaii,  mingling  with 
human  beings,  but  having  neither  part  nor  lot  in  human  infirmities, 
insensible  to  fatigue,  to  pleasure,  to  pain,  not  to  be  pierc'-l  fy  ''"y 
weapon,  not  to  be  withstood  by  any  barrier.  They  rejected  with 
contempt  the  ceremonious  homage  which  other  sects  substituted 
for  the  pure  worship  of  the  soul.  They  recognized  no  title  to  supe- 
riority but  His  favor;  and,  confident  of  t?'<at  favor,  they  despised  all 
the  accomplish.ments  and  all  the  dlgniti-cs  of  the  world.  If  they 
were  unacquainted  with  the  works  of  philosophers  and  poets,  they 
were  deeply  read  in  the  oracles  of  God.  If  their  names  wore  not 
found  in  the  registers  of  heralds,  they  V'.ere  recorded  in  the  Bock  of 
Life.  If  their  steps  were  not  accompanied  by  a  splendid  train  of 
menials,  legions  of  mJnistering  angels  had  charge  over  them.  Their 
palaces  were  houses  not  made  with  hands;  their  diadems  crov/ns 
of  glory  which  should  never  fade  away.  On  the  rich  and  the  elegant, 
on  nobles  and  priests,  they  looked  dowa  with  contempt,  for  they 
esteemed  themselves  rich  in  a  more  precious  treasure,  and  eloquent 
in  a  more  sublime  language — nobles  by  the  right  of  an  earlier  creation, 
and  priests  by  the  imposition  of  a  mightier  hand.     They  were  not 
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r.u-a  of  lutleis,  they  wore,  as  a  body,  unpopular.  But  those  who 
mused  the  people  to  resistance,  wlio  directed  their  measures  tiirough 
a  long  series  of  eveiuful  years,  who  formed,  out  of  the  most  luiprom- 
isiiig  materials,  tlie  finest  army  that  Europe  had  ever  seen,  who 
trampled  down  King,  Church,  and  Aristocracy,  who,  in  the  short 
intervals  of  devotion,  sedition,  and  rebellion,  made  the  name  of 
England  terrible  to  every  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth, — were 
no  vulgar  fanatics." 

Although  the  Blisses  were  nestled  on  this  rural  hilltop,  far  from 
the  thickest  of  the  fray,  they  felt  on  every  seventh  day  the 
heavy  hand  of  ecclesiastical  command.  While  becoming  uneasy  in 
their  minds  over  their  poor  prospects  of  gaining  control  of  the 
church,  state,  and  nation  (which  the  Puritans  achieved  after  the 
Bliss  emigrants  had  left),  and  the  Blisses  were  not  present  to  join 
Cromwell's  "Ironsides"  in  the  battles  of  the  Civil  War,  they  never- 
theless gave  all  their  strength  to  accomplish  v/hat  v/as  a  greater 
work  than  the  overturning  of  the  monarchy,  i.  e.,  tliey  helped  to 
Jou'iid  a  7ic:a  u-orld. 

Yet  this  autumnal  afternoon,  as  we  stand  on  Windmill-hili,  in 
the  footpath  fro.ai  Fawsley,  let  us  not  brood  too  long  over  tlic  thought 
that  our  ancestors  here  harbored  hatred  against  the  church  that  v."e 
now  see  set  so  nobly  upon  the  mount  before  us,  lest  we  mar  our 
memory  of  the  blissful  landscape  that  v/e  have  come  so  far  and  so 
oft  to  see.  We  are  welcome  where  tliey  were  bidden  adieu.  Where 
they  lamented,  we  rejoice.  Down  to  the  meadow,  and  over,  then 
up — now  v\'e  are  in  the  churchyard!  Standing  free  of  the  ivy  that 
formerly  lavished  its  leaves  lovingly  over  ever>'  stone,  from  tu.rf 
to  top,  is  the  venerable  tower  of  St.  Peter's,  tlic  parish  church  of 
Preston  Capes, — mediaeval,  majestic,  embattled.  St.  Peter's  was 
here  when  the  Magna  Charta  was  signed,  when  Parliament  was  an 
experiment,  before  the  peasant  of  Lorraine  ceased  to  watch  her 
father's  sheep  in  the  fields  of  Domremy  and  became  a  witch,  iii  the 
minds  of  the  Plnglish  and  then  the  greatest  heroine  of  the  world 
up  to  her  time — the  beatified  Jeanne  d'Arc.  It  was  here  before 
gunpowder  v^-as  invented,  and  now  tlie  church  overloo!:s  a  landscape 
wealthy  in  the  gifts  of  tranquillity  and  hope.  Solemn  yet  pleasing 
thoughts  v.-ill  come  upon  the  Bliss  visitor  here,  if  the  chauffeur  is 
not  in  his  usual  hurry.  John  Blisse,  father  of  the  two  emigrants, 
probably  raised  no  discordant  note  within  these  walls.  He  may 
not  have  been  "the  village  Hampden";  instead  one  believes 
that— 
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"At  cliiircli  with  iiiecl:  ;mJ  uiiafTcclcd  grace 
His  looks  adorned  llie  venerable  place." 

And     to    ?.     coritradictor^'     xolcc     he,     more     like,     v.oiilfl     !ia\e 
said: — 

"Speak  low!  the  place  is  lioly  to  the  breath 
Of  awful  luirinonies,  of  whispered  prayer." 

Whatever  were  his  ideas  of  religions  progress,  he  did  not  witli- 
draw  from  the  church  wherein  he  had  carried  all  of  his  seven  children 
to  baptism,  t.v.d  -.vhcrein  he  had  knelt,  as  a  dutiftil  communicant, 
before  the  cb.ancel,  as  the  marriage  service  of  the  Church  of  England 
was  read  wliich  united  him  and  Alice  Smith  in  the  most  sacred 
bonds  of  holy  wedlock.  He  was  not  "doomed  to  bitter  persecution 
like  his  father  for  nonconformity,"  nor  was  his  father  before  him, 
nor  was  he  imprisoned  therefor,  nor  did  he  die  in  prison,  as  alleged 
in  Tiic  Bliss  Genealogy  of  ISSl;  and  his  name  was  not  "Jonathan," 
and  he  did  not  die  in  1635-36  aged  about  65;  he  did  noL  bury,  while 
they  v.'erc  yotmg,  four  of  his  children,  and  he  did  not  have  a  sister 
"Elizabeth  who  married  Sir  John  Calclifle  of  Eelstonc"  or  an>'  other 
man,  nor  a  sister  IMary  or  Polly,  nor  a  daughter  IMary,  -.vho  survi\cd 
him,  as  stated  in  that  said  book,  John  Blisse  v.-as  not  oxoninuu.'i- 
cated,  nor  was  his  wife  Alice.  Both  were  buried  in  "consecrated 
ground"  at  tlie  edge  of  the  Danish  intrenchmcnt,  in  heroic  soil, 
in  the  town  in  which  they  lived  and  died  and  within  tlie  shadow  of 
the  church  that  they  both  loved  in  one  way  or  another.  Like  iiiost 
of  their  neighbors  they  fulfilled  the  mission  allotted  to  them  by 
Providence,  and  he  died  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  she  died 
eight  years  after. 

Burials  1617  John  Blisse,  blacksmith,  buried  the  8th  of  Septeraber 
1625.     Alice  Blisse  widdov/  buried  the  .wvidi  day  of  IMarch. 

[Register  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Preston  Capes.] 

His  second  marriage: — 

1614  John  Bhisse  was  married  to  Alice  Sniitli  August  1st  1614 

[Register  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Preston  Capes.] 

The  baptism  of  his  only  child  by  the  second  wife: — 

1615.     John   Blisse,  sonne  of  John  Blisse  &  Alice,  his  wife,  v;as  baptized 
March  17th,  1615  [-16]. 

[Register  of  Si.  Peter's  Church,  Preston  Capes.] 

145 


'ru':\  jiljfi  JCO' 


M  .  •   >  ,. 


r,n;f 


l-T;!'--    ;l  ■ 


-:'i}j:&:nj£(r! 


His  \Nill:— 

(The  original  of  tlii.s  will  is  on  file  al  tl>e  Probalc  Regiili y,  iSorlliainpLon.) 

Archdeaconry  Court  of  Xoriliamptonshire,  Q.  20 

In  the  name  of  Got!  Amen.  Tl:e  eight  day  of  Scptebr  in  the  yoare  of  or 
I.tjrd  God  1617  I  John  Blisse  of  Preston  par\'a  in  tlie  county  of  Norhampton, 
blacksmith  bcinge  sick  in  body  yett  of  good  and  pfcct  remembrance  prayscd 
be  god    doe    make    this    my  kist    will    and    testament    in    manner    of    forme 

foUowingc,     frirst,      I     doe 

(Facsimile  of  the  will   [registered  comend   ni}-  soule    into   the 

at  Northampton]  of  John  Blisse.)  hands  of  Almighty  god  my 

Tl.  <■/-  1/7  ^-^^    ,.  ^        ^        V       creator   and  maker  hopintre 

asburcdly  for  salvation  by 
the  only  merit  and  media- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ  my  only 
s?-"-.'iour  and  redemer.  And 
for  mv  temporal  goods  I  do 
|ii^."it"><'/:T^;^-    dispose  of  tlicm  as  follo'vcth 

to 


■u:. 


K. 


Tzj: 


L:U:^    X.   S. 


Joanc 


Ccnsta.ico, 


^.fiZM^i:^^:^^^  ^'^'^^     ^"d     John,     si 


/>        ^€£< — r-   '■•  ^P-..-   .-..V' 


n 


y>,.-v.vy 


5  J; '^^   ^.V^'  ''- 


and    Thomas    Bh'sse    my    sonne. 


pence  a  peece,  And  the  rest 
of  a'l  my  goods  ard  carfell 
[chattels]  my  debts  being 
payd  and  my  funerall  o:-;- 
penses  discliarged  I  doe  give 
wholly  unto  A'ire  my  ^•■\^'^ 
whorne  I  do  make  my  sole 
executrix  of  this  my  last 
will  and  testament.  And 
to  see  the  same  pformed 
accorUirjge  to  my  will  I  do 
appoi.'it  my  overseers  Peter 
Sn'ith  rn>-  wlffe's  brother 
In  witnes    hereof    I    have  sctte  my  inarke 


.  ^.W 


the  daye  &  yeare  above  vcritten. 

(The  mark  of  John  Blisse) 

11   Octobris  1617.     Probated  before  Mr.  Ivdwjrd  P.ccde  Clerk  and  Surrogate 
by  Alice  relict  and  executrix. 

Total  Inventory  of  estate  £54:93:4d  [much  more  by  present  reckcnijig.] 


This  document  bespeaks  the  qiilct,  order-loving  Christian  citizen, 
dependent  entiiely  upon  his  daily  labor,  a  nian  who^e  sorrow  had 
softened  his  spirit  and  whose  responsibilities  had  concentrated  hi.s 
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iniiu!  and  his  hands  upon  Iiis  doincslic  duties.  Undoubtedly  John 
I'.lissc  was  in  some  sjmpathy  wltli  (he  radical  religious  Puritanism 
of  his  two  pons.  May  n.ot  this  Englishman's  faith  so  clearly 
t'Xjirosscd  in  this  will  be  esteemed  a  nobler  crown  than  any  titled 
wreath   that   man    might  have   made   him? 

Tlie  reader  may  need  to  come  to  see  the  quiet-mannered, 
slow-rpokcn,  true-hearted  folk  of  Preston-hill,  and  to  note  their 
wholesome  faces,  hardy  ways,  and  practical  capabilities,  to  gather 
some  semblance  of  what  it  was  to  be  the  blacksmith  here.  The 
house,  forge,  and  the  garden  that  John  Blisse  rented  revealed  much 
before  the}'  were  remodeled  in  1907.  Leaving  the  White  Swan  Inn 
at  the  top  of  the  village  street  of  Preston  Capes,  the  visitor  v.ill 
fuid  the  ancient  Bliss  homestead  quite  easily  by  walking  a  half- 
mile  southeasterly  along  a  very  pretty  road  lined  with  pleasant 
trees  for  nearly  all  the  distance.  To  the  right  are  the  open  fields, 
to  the  left  the  view  northward  is  uninterrupted  for  miles.  Thrift 
is  the  note  of  the  entire  prospect — pasture,  meadow,  ploughed  soil, 
or  yellowing  crops,  defined  one  from  the  other  by  modulations  of 
green  and  by  graceful  trees,  ivy  clad,  somewhat  sparsely  set  in  lines 
to  divide  the  lots,  \\  ith  evergreen  hedges  from  tree  to  tree,  and  a  few 
acres  of  woodland  at  intervals.  "We  heive  acres  of  woodland  and 
oceans  of  grass"  is  the  sa^'ing  in  Northants,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
hills.  There  is  a  quiet  nobleness  in  the  northv\-ard  prospect.  Pres- 
ton Par\a,  now  a  hamlet  of  five  houses,  formerly  seems  to  have 
consisted  of  three  or  possibly  four  residences.  The  first  house 
upon  the  right,  after  lea\-ing  the  White  Sv.-an  Inn,  is  a  stone  structure 
surmounted  v.ith  a  roof  of  thatch.  This  is  a  very  ancient  house, 
though  not  old  for  rnid-England.  It  dates  back  inro  the  time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  v.-ho  died  in  1603.  From  the  upper  v.indov.s  is 
an  unbroken  view  of  thirty  miles  north  and  south.  This  place  is 
identified  as  John  Blisse's  home  by  its  connection  with  the  ancient 
forge,  a  small  shop  at  the  left  end  of  the  dvvelling.  The  latter  had 
been  externally  unchanged  up  to  1907,  these  many  scores  of  years. 
It  was  photographed  both  before  and  after  the  remodeling.  Dozens 
of  houses  of  its  type  and  age  are  in  every  small  village  in  western 
Northants.  The  small  shop  also  has  been  restored  modern  ly,  the 
upper  walls  relaid  and  strengthened  for  the  roof  of  slate  which  supe.r- 
sedcd  the  once-mossed  thatch.  The  antiquity  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  walls  remains  unquestionable.  In  1906  the  premises  had  been 
long  untenanted.  Then  the  shop  contained,  in  one  corner,  the 
remains  of  the  brick  fire-bed  or  basin  of  a  forge.     No  aged  resident 

147 


'      )    i  .  !  :  n        !'■'■) 


remcinbors  when  a  smilli  last  wrought  therein;  but  tiic  tradition  of 
this  sliop  l-.aving  been  once  a  smithy's  has  been  easily  perpetuated 
and  not  alone  by  \-irtiie  of  the  evidence  of  the  forge  that  v.ae,  foi"  so 
long;  visible.  The  house  and  grounds,  greatly  improved  in  1907, 
aOord   now  a  comfortable  residence. 

Changes    come    slowly  in    a  hamlet    of    four  houses.     A    close 
scrutiny  of   the  other  three  antique  structures  will  leave  no  doubt 
in  the  investigator's  mind  as  to  the  identity  of  the  ancient  black- 
snu'th's   premises.     It   is  not  alwaj-s  that  an  emigrant  to  America 
can  be  traced   back  to  the   town  of  his  English   birth.     Still  less 
possible  is  it  that   the  roof   that  sheltered  him  there   can  be  often 
found.     "Time    has   stood  slill"   in     Preston    Parva,   almost.     To 
that  fact  alone  is  due  the  rare  good  fortune  of  the  extant  ancestral 
homestead.     There  arc  larger  old  houses  in   the  parish  and  som.e 
are  more  picturesque,  but  in  the  accompanying  picture  is  revealed 
the  veritable  home  of  Thomas  and  George  Blisse  (the  emigrants  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,   and  Newport,  R.    I.,    respectively),   their    sisters, 
brother,   and  parents.     The  house    was  formerly  divided  into  two 
parts;  so   it  may  be    imagined   that  John    Biisse    allowed  hi-j  son 
Thomas  the  smaller  half  of  the  dwelling  upon  the  latter's  marriage. 
This  house,  now  called  "Wayside,"  v.as  palatial  in  comparison  wrth 
the   log   hut  he  first   dv,-clt  in  at  Hartford   in    Connecticut.     This 
Preston  mansion  v.-as  John   BHsse's  castle,   and  after  him  his  son 
Thomas's,   more  so  th.an  is  rcali-icd  in  American  life,  for  as  Pitt 
proclaimed:  "The  poor  man  may  in  his  cottage  bid  defiance  to  all 
tlic  force  of  the  Crown.     It  n^ay  be  frail;  its  roof  may  shake;  the 
wind  may  blow  through  it;  the  storm  may  enter— but   the  King 
of  England  cannot  enter;  all  his  forces  dare  not  cross  the  thresh.old 
of  the  ruined  tenement." 

This  venerable  house!  V»'hat  a  contemplation  it  is!  It  had  no 
name;  it  had  no  number;  yet  ten  generations  of  men  have  called 
it  "home."  Thousands  are  the  descendants  r.ow  alis'e  whose  ances- 
tors abode  here.  Into  what  remote  regions  of  the  earth  have  some 
of  those  descendants  wandered!  What  a  place  it  is  for  them  to  make 
a  pilgrimage  to!  And  v/hat  a  host  if  all  were  gathered  here  together: 
What  laughter  and  what  tears!  "The  stone.?  have  voices  and  the 
walls  do  live."  To  us,  it  is  a  friend  \\hich  old  custom  hs-s  made 
sweet,  a  "keep"  of  treasured  history,  and  to  our  ancestors  none- 
the-less  of  homely  virtues,  bastioncd  vvith  domestic  love  and  forti- 
fied against  the  world  by  their  honest  endeavors— a  home  the  draw- 
bridge of  which  was  ever  down  for  the  feet  of  the  pure  in  heart, 
the  only  passport  of  entry  requisite. 
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'Ilir  (WO  clde.U  dauc;lilcr5  of  John  Blissc  (by  a  first  \vifc,  whose 
n.iii'r  \-i  imuliniiialjlo)  must  have  lived  here  willi  their  Piirilaniral 
iTi'thir,  'I'hoiiKis,  alter  the  death  of  their  father.  They  did  i;ot 
V.  itiidi.iw  from  ih.e  ;)arish.  church..  As  the}  became  some-.vhat 
<!,  p.'!idi-iit  \;pc)n  thtir  (.Iciest  lirolhcr,  ihey  seem  to  have  represented 
.1  p'.ili.'.l  rompromise  in  tlie  dissent  betv.een  tlieir  brothers  and 
t!:'-  parish  church.  Tlie  brothers  Thomas  and  George  could  not 
h.i\  I-  (■a>il\"  maiiiUiip.ccl  the  sisters  had  they  been  severely  ostracized 
b;.'  any  of  (Ik;  members  of  tlie  conununily  upon  whose  patronage 
a'  tl'.'-  -mi;!!'/  iln'y  depended.  Agnes  cmd  Joane  were  both  married 
in  St.   i\'tt  r's  ("'nur>-h: — 

Tiv.-  Ki^^i-ur  Iioohc  of  Preston  Capes,  cilins  Preston  on  the  hi!!,  of  a!! 
( I  r' •'.••r.;r.:s.    W'edilings   and    burials   witliia    the   same   parisli   beginning   anno 

.\i.:i.'  (!-ni    \()?.') 

t:i.'.rr!.igo  J'l'ii  IIar',!ir.£,e  and  Agnis   Blissc  v."ere  married  tlic  xiith  of  July. 

.\r.i.i>  tli'jn   \(.3?. 

J'.!in  Payne  arul  Jonne  Dli-sc  were  married  tiic  .\itli  day  of  ffebr. 

r.ii.rge  lilissf'  (Joh.n',  W'iUie.m^  Richard",  Rich.?rd^),  the  second 

•  •'.  a!")Ut  ti'.e  time  of  the  latter  marriage  felt  freer  to  turn  his 
•.■.  ;:.!;•-:  ni'-rc  to  h.iv  i:u!ividua!  v/elfare.  He  secured  employment 
.it  i  K:\-  :'.;r\-.  v.hcre  doubtk-.^.--.  he  still  further  added  to  the  s'-ill  that 
i'l  I":-.'  <!c  i.-l.ind  in  105(J  caused  him  to  be  one  of  the  men  appointed 
"'.  •  ::i  iitl  arid  wakr  all  the  arms  in  Newport."  The  Irst  ncv.-s  cf 
"  :m  :n  I-,ir.;land  is  the  record  of  his  marriage  to  a  young  English- 
V..  i:;.!!'  \\!:u.  v.I'.rn  -lie  iilacrd  hrr  hand  in  his  as  both  knelt  before  the 
<:..'". 'I  (:[  {\'a:  l>a\\-ntry  cIumtIi,  we!!  knev.'  that  she  would  soon  be 

•  .'I'  'I  n;-. •!)  (■>  -()  v.iiii  h.cr  lm-!>and  on  a  journey  the  length  of  which 

•  •    '  -i-.tirily  lioyoiu!   her  cumparati\e  coniprelicnsion. 

:    ;.^  I".  ■•:,,•■  IVii-M..  v<v  Ann  SI;a\v  I'oih  of  this  parish  mar.  Alaye  30 

[Re-ister  of  Fh.ly  Cro^s  Churdi,  Daventry.j" 

< '■  !.•>•  !5!i-so  n. lined  his  only  known  child  after  his  father, 
;  :.  •-  I'r.  -I'n  i'arva.  '1  liis  son  was  born  in.  Xew  England.  George 
!•'  ■•  V. .IS  b<.rn  a!;out  !.^9i  according  to  a  statement  made  by  him 
■■;;i  .t  '-  art  .'t  Newfuirt,  R.  !."  He  died  at  that  beautiful  place 
.\     ■:-:   M,    lf:07.   aged   76   \(ars. 

•!!■   rr.v,  r,!i.-:,,»  (J,,!h,\  Willian^'.  Rich.ard=.  Richard'),  of  Preston 

»    Nm  15^'.>-.v5.  v.il!  proved  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1650),  young 

1    h-  id-tr,.!-.    f,.ui;..l    his    latL'    father's   little   blacksmith's   shop 
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unsLiitcd  to  liio  ambitions,  lie  fell  hinis;  If  capal)!.?  of  L'lrgiT  tilings, 
and  he  sou'^ht  larger  tilings  spiritually,  lie  luan.1  his  next-door 
neighbor,  the  widow  Alice  Thompson  of  Preston  Par\'a,  talk  of  going 
to  Amciica  with  her  children,  and  she  heard  him  so  aver.  He 
listened  to  the  tramp  of  many  far-stirred  feet  movir.g  seaward  from 
tlio  midland  hills.  He  f(>lt  himself  equal  to  tlie  task  that  these 
other  men  had  set.  "  Xo  preaching  and  dumb  ministers"  had  made 
him  Impatient.  '"The  droning  of  ecclesiastical  services,"  referred 
to  by  Erasnuis,  was  a  dead  weight  tipon  his  spirit,  an  artificiality 
to  his  asinring  soul.  When  he  did  not  go  to  hear  the  Re^-.  John 
Dod,  the  Puritan,  in  Fav, sley  Church  a  mile  away,  he  v.alked  in  the 
woods  or  read  his  Bible  beside  his  open  fire.  Pie  told  the  churchmen 
what  he  thought;  then  they  excommunicated  him.  The  hierarchy 
of  the  church  excommunicated  nearly  one  half  cf  tlie  adults  in 
Preston  Capes  parish  between  1607  and  1633.  Tliis  did  not  mean 
imprisomn.ent.  Chiefly  it  excluded  the  dissenters  from  the  privi- 
leges of  marriage  and  burial  at  the  parish  church,  and  denied  them  the 
rite  of  baptism  for  their  children.  This  proceeding  was  ecclesias- 
tical, not  ci^•ic.  It  was  launched  against  them  by  the  surrogate 
to  the  chancellor  of  the  diocese  of  Peterbc'rough..  not  by  the  civil 
or  criminal  courts  of  the  shire.  The  recusant  rol's  of  the  national 
government  bear  no  Preston  Capes  names.  The  Blisses  were  not 
"star-chambered"  before  the  king's  privy  council.  That  process 
was  somewhat  reserved  h.'r  dissenting  clergymen  and  large  offenders, 
like  Sir  Richard  Knightley,  lord  cf  the  m?tior  of  Fav.slcy,  which 
manor  included  Preston  Capes  and  a  part  of  Daventry.  Cora- 
plairits  were  laid  before  the  criminal  court  of  the  county  of  Xorth- 
am.pton  at  I\''orthampton  city,  and  a  few  convictions  and  fines 
resulted  therein;  but  no  Blissc  figures  in  those  records.  The  book 
of  excommunications  before  1663  foi'  the  dioces  of  Peterborough 
happily  has  been  destroyed.  Upon  a  fragmentary  page  cf  an  other- 
wise unused  leaf  of  the  first  register-book  of  St.  Peter's  Church, 
Preston  Capes,  the  following  references  to  exconmiunications  slil! 
linger.  The  ink  is  fading;  and  the  power  that  put  the  entries  therein 
is  fading.  The  headings  intimate  that  the  record  originally  began 
in  1607,  but  the  entries  between  that  and  1618  are  missir"-, 
and  the  record,  as  a  whole,  as  existing  cannot  be  considered  as 
complete. 

( ]   la  in   Preston   \ii  die   Fcbr.    1607    et   folHo    337   cor^.m 

( 1  Butler  Surrog.    in  Canccll  et  inter  alia  Maria   Stanton 

cxcomunicat. 
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[ ]  Bosworth  decreed  cxcoiuunicale  the  20  of  Martli  and  c!e- 

nduiutd  in  I'lesloii  i-iiurch  ^^Xpr.  22,  1618. 

[ ]  Boowortli  decreed  exconi  tlie  2-1  July  161S  and  denouiiced 

ill  Preiton  chiircl;  the  9  of  Aug. 

Riclmrd  Welch  decreed  exconi  vicessiino  die  uicnsis  Oetober  161S 

Ricliard  Welch  absolved  fro  tiie  sentence  of  excorn  by  ?.Ir.  Midkton  tlie  10 
of  Febr.   1618. 

Judith  Jackson  decreed  exconi  tercio  die  Mentis  July  1620. 

Judith  Jackson  absohed  fro  the  sentence  of  exconi  in  July  1620. 

Richard  Fre.ston  &  his  wife  were  absoh  ed  from  the  sentence  of  excoininuiii- 
calion  denounced  aj^ainst  them  the  20  da>'  of^decebr.  1620. 

Henry  Adkins  decreed  to  be  excom  the  27  June  &  denounced  tl;e  8  of  July 
1621. 

Henry  Adkins  was  absohxd  fro  the  sentence  of  excon  the  14  of  January 
1622 

The  excomntunicat  decreed  agt.  Rich.  Trubshav/  the  \ii  of  Alarch   1622 

Elizabeth  Lapworth  &  ?^Iary  Wood  were  absolved  fro  the  sentence  of  excon 
by  Richard  Holbrook  Surrogate  to  the  Chancelior  the  15  day  cf  May  162-1. 

Thomas  Haddon  decreed  to  be  excom  the  7  of  May  1624 

Thomas  Haddon  absolved  from  the  sentence  of  excon  the  22  of  May  1624. 

[ ]  Wanor  decreed  to  be  excomrauaicate  the  14  of  Octo  1629. 

John  Hone  decreed  to  be  exconiunicate  to  excad  by  tlie  charccllci'  the  )3  of 
Septr.  1633. 

[The  Corrections  Boohs  of  the  diocese  for  1617-18  preserved  at  Feterborough 
give  "Amiam  Bo.vivorth"  and  "Maria  Stimsou"  of  Pre.=ioii  Capes  as  bei.ng 
corrected  for  not  receiving  coniinuniop,.] 

After  searching  the  records  of  the  entirv^  deanery  for  tlte 
baptisms  of  Ann,  Mar\",  Thomas,  Natb-^nie!,  Lr-.vrcr.cc,  Samuel, 
Sarah,  Hester,  and  Elizabeth,  the  first  nine  children  of  Thomas  Biisse 
of  Preston  Parva  (all  born  between  1615  and  IGIO),  without  finding 
a  trace  of  one  of  them,  we  are  almost  forced  to  believe  that  though 
born  at  Preston  they  were  all,  singly  or  together,  never  taken  for 
baptism  into  any  church  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  law  of 
England  was  that  infants  should  be  so  baptized  v/ithin  a  reasonable 
time  after  birth.  Excommunication  only  could  have  been  Thomas 
Blisse's  legal  or  likely  reason,  for  not  complyir.g  with  the  lav,-. 
Excommunicated  he  was  without  the  pale  of  the  law,  and  bexond 
the  reach  of  the  churcli,  in  that  respect.  Vv'c  miss  the  records  of 
baptism,  but  we  prize  higher  than  if  we  had  them  the  independence 
and  courage  of  the  father  and  the  mother,  Thonia*^  Biisse,  blacksmith, 
and  his  wife,  Margaret.  Her  maiden  name  \\e  have  completely  failed 
to  find.  The  fact  that  one  of  her  sons  was  named  Lawrence  has  no 
significance.  This  was  a  very  common  Christian  name  in  Xorthants. 
They  never  begged  to  be  absolved  from  excommunication,  as  did 
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some  of  their  neighbors.     Each  had  the  solace  and  llic  exaltation 
of  one  "whose  conscience  is  his  strong  retreat." 

The   Northamptonshire  historian  gives  an   interesting  account 
of  IVeston  Capos  parish.: — 

Tliis  parl.^li  includes  Great  Preston,  West  Preston,  or  Picston  on  the  hill, 
and  Little  Preston,  or  Wood  Picslon.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Fawsloy, 
on  tlie  cait  by  Farthii!gslone  and  Maidford,  by  Cb.arv.elton  on  ilic  west,  and 
Canons  Ashby  on  the  sor.th.  It  contains  22S0  acres;  and  its  population  in 
1801  was  360,  in  1831,  378,  and  in  1S41,  354  souls.  The  soil  is  principally  a 
deep  loam,  and  the. greater  part  of  the  lordship  is  in  permanent  pasture. 

Manor.  /\t  the  time  of  the  Conqueror's  survey  (1088)  Alurcd  held  IJ2 
virgatcs  of  land  and  Nigel  1^  hides,  in  Preston,  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  the 
whole  of  which  had  been  the  freehold  of  Fregis  before  the  conquest  (1066)  and 
had  been  valued  at  6s.  but  was  novv  advanced  to  4Cs.  Soon  after  the  conquest, 
Hugh  de  Leycastcr,  v.ho  founded  a  priory  adjoining  his  caslle  here,  and  then 
removed  it  to  Daventry,  was  lord  of  the  tov.-n  and  castle  of  Great  Preston. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  HI  the  manor  of  Great  Preston  was  purchased  by  Hugh 
dc  Capes,  who  obtained  license  from  the  prior  of  Daventry  to  build  a  chapel 
within  the  said  manor.  From  him  it  descended  to  Thomas  de  Capes,  his  con, 
who  sold  ic  to  John  Hjibcrd  of  Fav/sley.  The  lordship  of  Little  Preston  appears 
at  this  time  to  have  been  held  of  the  family  of  I\Iontacute.  In  the  11  of  Henrj- 
HI  (1227)  John  dc  Montacute  paid  a  l:ne  of  40  marks  for  lea\'e  to  inclose  a 
par!:  in  Little  Preston;  and  his  successor,  \'\'iniam  de  Ivloiitacite,  accounted 
for  hall  a  fee  in  Little  Pre3;:cn,  as  held  of  the  honour  of  Aqul'.a.  "This  William 
de  Montacute,"  writes  Mr.  Bridges,  'in  the  19  oi  the  same  reign  came  to  an 
agreement  with  the  monlrs  of  Davcntre,  by  v.hich  for  tlie  ben.cnt  of  his  ov^-n 
soul,  and  the  soul  of  Agnes  his  wife,  he  gave  to  the  con\ent  all  the  tithe  sheaves  of 
his  demesne  lands  in  Little  Preston,  v.-iih  all  the  small  tit'nes,  four  acres  and  two 
roods  of  arable  land,  pasture  for  2  cov.-s  and  25  sheep,  with  panziugc  or  mast  for 
5  hogs,  upon  condition  that  they  should  provide  him  a  cliaplain  to  ofiiciatc  daily 
in  the  chapel  adjoining  to  his  house  in  Little  Preston,  whcne\er  he  cr  his  family 
should  reside  there.  The  chancel  of  this  chapel  was  to  be  covered  at  the  e.xpcr.se 
of  the  convent,  and  the  body  of  it  by  William  de  I^.Iontacute  and  his  heirs,  and 
the  chaplain  v.-as  to  eat  at  his  table.  This  gentleman  seems  to  have  died  with- 
out leaving  any  male  issue;  for  in  the  4  year  of  Edv.ard  I  died  Thomas  de 
Aud>.-nham  seized  of  this  half  fee  in  Little  Preston,  which  he  is  certified  to  have 
held  of  the  honour  of  Aquila;  and  of  the  inheritance  of  Isabel  his  v.ife,  whom 
I  therefore  apprehend  to  have  been  the  daughter  and  heir  of  this  William  de 
Montacute."  In  the  32nd  of  Edward  I  (1304)  John  de  Lyons  held  naif  a  knight 
fee  in  Preston  Capes,  of  Thomas  de  Wahul,  as  of  the  fee  of  Wahul;  and  in  the 
9  of  Edward  II  (1316)  Richard  Francis  de  Athell  and  Margery  do  Lyons  were 
certified  to  be  the  lords  01  the  tv.-o  Prestons.  Sir  John  de  Lyons  levied  a  fine 
of  the  manor  of  Great  Preston  in  the  20  of  Edward  HI  (1347)  and  soon  after 
con\eycd  it  to  Thomas  de  Eeauc'iamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  with  whose  de-cendanis 
it  continued  till  the  10  of  Edv/ard  IV  (M71)  when  Richard,  Ear!  of  Warwick 
and  Salisbury,  with  Anne  his  wife,  made  a  grant  of  it,  with  the  manor  house  aiid 
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nil  the  lands  and  tenements  wliicli  llic\-  held  in  Picston,  to  the  Doiui  and  Chapter 
(if  the  Collegiate  Ciiurch  of  our  Lady  of  \^'ar\vick,  v.'h.o  le'.ied  a  fme  of  them 
in  the  same  year.  Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  Coll' giatc  Church,  in  th.e  37 
of  Henry  VIII  (15!6)  the  numor  of  Preston  Capes  \^-as graraed  to  George Treshani 
and  ]i!d\vard  Tv.ynch.i;  the  estates  in  this  pnvi:,li  belonging  to  the  monasteries 
of  Kenilworth,  Bittlesdcn,  and  Canons  Anhby,  having  been  given  in  the  pre- 
vious year  to  Thornas  Palmer  and  Lawrence  Grey.  In  the  3st  of  Elizabeth 
(155S)  they  were  all  in  the  possession  of  William  Butler,  Esq.,  son  of  Thomas 
Butler,  Esq.,  of  Bewsey  in  Lancashire.  Richard  Butler,  his  son  and  successor, 
sold  it  to  Edward  Knighiley,  Esq.,  the  second  son  of  Sir  Valentine  Knightley, 
of  Fawsley,  in  v.hoce  family  it  has  been  since,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
Lad)'  Knightley,  who  owns  the  whole  of  the  lordship  contairiing  1744  acres, 
c.vcept  the  vicarial  estate  of  about  165  acres. 

To  return  to  the  manor  of  Little  Preston;  from  the  Montacute  family  it 
descended  to  the  St.  Clares  and  their  descendants,  and  in  the  19  of  Henry  VIII 
(1527)  Thomas  Chiprcy  of  Northampton,  merchant,  sold  a  moiety  of  it  to  Sir 
Andrew  Windsor,  afterwards  created  Lord  Windsor.  In  the  13  of  Elizabeth 
(1572)  Peter  Coles  died  seized  of  the  manor,  having  piu'chased  one  moiety  of 
it  of  Edmund  Ford,  Esq.,  of  Harting  in  Essex,  and  the  other  moiety  of  Thomas 
Andrev/s,  Esq.,  of  Chaiwelton.  Mary,  granddaughter  of  this  Peter  Coles, 
brought  it  in  marriage  to  Edward  Knightley,  Esq.,  who  purchased  the  manor 
of  Great  Preston  from  Mr.  Butler.  This  lady  .married  Sir  Robert  Bevil!,  K.B., 
after  the  decease  of  Riclid  Ilnightley,  Esq.,  and  her  son,  Richard  Ivnightlcy, 
Esq.,  in  1635,  sold  the  re\ersion  in  fee  of  this  manor  for  £1000  subject  to  the 
lives  of  himself  and  his  wife  Bridget,  to  his  uterine  brother,  Sir  Robert  Bevill, 
K.B.,  on  whose  decease  in  16-10  without  issue,  his  three  sisters  and  co-heiresses 
became  jointly  entitled;  and  it  was  divided  amongst  their  heirs  or  successors 
in  1701. 

The  Castle  of  Hugh  de  Leycester  stood  on  the  hill  at  the  entrance  from 
Fasi'sic}'.  Every  vestige  of  this  building  has  novv'  disappeared,  but  the  keep 
forms  a  prominent  elevation.  A  short  distance  from  it  stood  the  mansion  of 
the  more  modern  lords,  now  degenerated  into  a  farm  house;  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood v.as  a  religious  house  founded,  as  has  been  stated,  by  Hugh  de  Ley- 
cester, steward  to  Maud,  the  wife  of  Simon  de  St.  Liz,  the  first  Earl  of  Xorih- 
ampton  since  the  conquest,  for  four  monks;  but  the  situaiion  proving  incon- 
venient, both  from  want  of  water  and  its  contiguicy  to  the  castle,  it  was  renio\'ed 
to  Daventry. 

The  Manor  House  of  Little  Preston  stood  on  the  hill  ncrth.east  of  the  village. 
The  Chapel  is  supposed  to  have  stood  in  a  close  called  Graves  Piece. 

The  Church  stands  in  the  village  and  is  principally  in  the  Perpendicular 
style  of  arcliitecture.  It  consists  of  a  na%e  and  side  aisles,  south  porch  and 
chancel,  with  an  embattled  tower,  containing  a  peal  of  five  bells.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  church  was  covered  with  ivy,  which  all  but  reached  the  summit 
of  the  tower  until  quite  recent  years,  and  both  in  apper ranee  and  situation  is 
highly  picturesque 

Mr.  Baker,  the  historian,  discovered  traces  of  the  Roman  road, 
built  before  the  year  400,   from  Benaventa  or  Isannavaria  (near 
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Davcntiy)   to  Brinavis  (Chipping  Warden)   near  the  hill  soulh  of 
the  chinch,  where  are  vestiges  of  a  foss  and  iutrcnciinient. 

The  r)recincts  of  the  chiircli  arc  pensive  and  serene.  Tlie  Bliss 
descendants  visiting  lierc  may  turn  from  tlie  spot  reluctantl)-,  per- 
haps feeling  with  William  Winter:  "What  a  blessing  would  he  ours, 
if  only  wc  could  hold  for  ever  that  exaltation  of  spirit,  that  sweet 
resigned  serenity,  that  pure  freedom  from  all  the  passions  of  nature 
and  all  the  cai-es  of  life  which  come  upon  us  in  such  a  place  as  this!" 
And  as  the  visitor  stands  in  the  cool  and  dusky  silence  of  the  church, 
sensing  its  air  of  stately  age  and  its  memories  of  dcj^arted  spirits 
while  "tlie  light  of  the  western  siui  strcanis  faintl\-  through  the 
painted  windows  and  softly  falls  upon  tlic  ciuaini  pulpit  and  decorous 
pews  and,  looking  forth  through  the  low  arclied  door,  also  sees  the 
dark  and  melancholy  boughs  of  the  dreaming  yew-tree  and,  nearer, 
a  shadow  of  rippling  leaves  in  the  sunshine  of  the  church-way  path," 
there  may  come  this  thought  in  veneration  of  our  ancestors  who 
followed  the  light  of  the  bolder  faith  that  flam.ed  so  newly  bright 
around  Preston  Church  and  on  Fawsley  T^Ianor: — • 

Put  off  thy  shoes  fror.-i  ofT  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  iliou  standest 
is  holy  ground. 
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Thomas   Blisse,   the   Emigrant  to   Rchoboth 

William  Blisse',  Jun.  (\Villianl^  Ricliard",  Richard'),  of  Davenlry, 
lirollicr  of  George  Bli?s,  Sen.,  c)f  tlie  same  and  of  John  Bli-jsc  of 
l^rcbton  Capes,  and  third  son  of  \\'illiani  Bl3'sse,  blacksmith  of 
Davcntry  who  died  in  1574,  was  born  circa  1556-58.  He  received 
by  his  father's  \\'ill  "all  my  tooles  and  all  things  that  p'taync  to  my 
forge  at  Daventr)."  He  married  shortly  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  before  1580.  If  the  marriage  occurred  at  Daventry 
no  record  of  it  was  entered  in  the  register  of  the  church  in  ciLln  r 
that  or  in  any  other  of  the  sixteen  towns  adjacent  to  Daventr}-, 
in  so  far  as  it  is  nov/  possible  to  determine.  There  are  two  burial 
records  of  women  who  were  not  baptized  at  Daventry,  and  bearing 
christian  names  not  found  before  in  the  Bliss  famil}',  v.hich  it  seems 
impossible  to  account  for  unless  tlicy  are  the  entries  of  tlic  wives 
of  the  said  William,  Jun.,  and  George,  Sen. 

1628  Judedi  Elisse  bur.  Dec.  xvi 
1630  Araie  Blisse  buried  Julie  15 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Cliurcli,  Daventry.] 

But  George  Blissc,  Jun.,  named  his  two  only  children  Mary 
(the  eldest)  and  Jane.  Thomas  Blisse^,  son  of  William,  Jun.,  brother 
of  George,  Sen.,  named  his  second  and  third  daughters  also  iVIarj- 
and  Jane,  and  William,  son  of  William,  Jun.,  named  his  third  daughter 
Ivlary.  Though  this  proves  notliing.  It  is  suggcstlw..  We  gia^^p 
at  the  suggestion.  If  further  speculation  be  indulged  in  one  may 
imagine  that  becau.~.e  George,  Jun.,  named  his  first  child  ?vlary, 
his  mother  Vv"as  a  ]Mar\',  and  hence  the  wife  of  William,  Jun.,  was 
Judeth,  Amie,  or  Jane.     Two  other  more  soluble  problems  arise: — 

(1)  Hov,-  long  did  V/illiam  Blysse,  Jun.,  continue  in  the  Daventry 
smith's  shop  that  he  had  inherited  from  his  father?  The  buriil 
records  afford  no  ans'.ver  and  he  left  no  will.  (2)  Who  v.ere  his  son;-? 
The  CA'idence  that  he  had  two  sons  i?  partly'  circumstantial,  the  bap- 
tism of  only  one  of  them,  William,  having  been  recorded.  That 
the  other  son  was  Thdnas",  also  a  blacksmith,  is  the  only  con- 
clusion deducible,  logically,  from  the  attending  circumstances.  Tiiis 
judgment  is  laid  down  v^ithout  fear  of  reversal.  The  facts  arc  these, 
first  as  to  the  son,  William.     His  baptism: — 

1580  Willm  Elisse  bap.  ye  vth  of  June 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Church,  Daventry.] 

155 


-:!.  /:--.-::! 

;f 

',i]>: 

'1.1      .-■■y^j 

.■■;;?•■' 

'  '     !    -It  ■ . 

1  .> 

1 

•1     '/■ 
SCIJ). 

ri 

pi 

'•WirH,;**? 


,-■■',       .    •'  ■  ,^      -        '  '     '  '    .. •     ' '   '..:■  1        ^, '  1 

>!_.,  ■;-:jfj-H     VO:.    ;1s?i'  Fii  ■  b£>3  ■  ■'■'A    li^Aytp'-i-' 
•  -•-"  •  ■■  ■  !  ^  ■  "      ::o\t  1  tt !■:•,  e;  ii, 


His  marriage: — 

1619  VVillra  Blissc  &  Elizabeth  Brothers  married  tlic  xxiiith  of  Sept. 

[Register  of  Holy  Crc:s  Church,  D.iveulry.] 

Tiicir  children  were: — 

1620  Thomas  Blissc,  fll  Wm  &  Elizabclli  Blissc,  bapt  Sept.  the  3d. 
1625  Thomas  Blysse  bur.  the  sixth  of  October. 

1621  [2]  Willrn  r-!issc  fil  Wm.  ct  Eliz.  bapt.  March  xth 

1624  EUzabetii  Blysse  fil  Wilhelmi  &  Eliz.  bap  the  same  day  [as  t'ac  previous 
entry  in  the  same  j'car,  which  v/as]  Nov.  yiii 

1625  Agnes  Blirse  fil  Willia  et  Elizab.  Apr.  xxvii  [Baptised] 

1630  George  Blissc  the  soane  of  Willia  and  Elizabeth  September  29  [Baptised] 

1633  fcb  2.  Maria  [Mary]  Blissc  fil  William  &  Elizabeth  [Christening] 

1636  I\Iar.  19  James  Bliss  fil  William  &  Elizabeth  [Christening] 

1640  Burials.     James  Blisse  Aug.  22 

1639.     Jany  24  Elias  Bliss  fil  William  &  Elizabeth  Christening 

1639  Burials  Elias  Blisse  Jan.  27 

[Register  of  the  Holy  Cross  Church,  Daventry.] 

It  was  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of  these  children,  or  her  daughter 
Elizabeth,  who  was  buried,  viz.: — 

Burials  1655.     Elizabeth  Blisse  November  13 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Church,  Daventry.] 

Thomas  Blisse^,  famous  as  the  sevtler  at  Rchoboth,  Mass.,  brother 
of  the  aforesaid  William  (who  did  not  leave  England),  and  first 
cousin  of  his  feIiow-vo}"agers,  Thomas  and  George  Blissc  of  Presion 
Parva  and  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Newport,  R.  I.,  respectively, 
was  born  (doubtless  at  Daventry)  1532-S6,  baplibui  unrecorded. 
He  married  at  Daventry,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John  \Vheatl}-e,  viz. : — 

Anno  Domi  1614  Thomas  Blisse  ?nd  Dority  Whcatlie  both  of  this  pishe 
n\cricd  tliC  22l'i  of  November. 

Wytncs  Tliomas  Mariott  minister.  John  Allen  [Warden] 

[Register  of  Holy  Cross  Churcli,  Da\entry.] 

(Facsimile  of  the  original  of  the  above  entry.) 
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This  marriage  was  crowned  with  seven  cliildren  born  in  England 
and  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross  in  the  parish  of  Da\- 
cntry  and  of  the  Establislied  Church  of  England.  Two  children 
(Jaric  and  Thomas)  died  in  DaA'cntr)-.  One  son  (John)  died  or  was 
left  behind  in  England,  or  possibly  died  on  the  voyage,  or  ere  long 
after  arrival  in  New  England,  an  eventuality  v/hich  no  recortl 
reveals.  The  four  other  children  are  named  in  their  fath.cr's  will 
written  at  Rehoboth  in  the  year  1617.  At  the  time  of  their  embarka- 
tion for  America,  the  daughter  Elizabeth  was  twenty-three  years  of 
ago,  Mary  tv."enty-one  years,  John  eighteen  years,  Natlianiel  sixteen, 
Jonathan  twelve  years,  and  their  father  Thomas  not  less  than  forty- 
seven  years  of  age.  The  register  of  baptisms  and  burials  of  the 
parish  cliurcli  of  Holy  Cross  bears,  upon  its  mellowed  and  crov.dc d 
pages  of  parchment,  these  records  of  the  children  of  the  said  emi- 
grants, Thomas^  and  Dorothy  (Wheatlye)  Blisse: — 

1615  Elyzabeth  biysse  fil  Thomas  Llysse  blacksniyth  bap.  ye  19  Sept. 

1616  Mary  Blisse  fil  Th:  Blisse  bapt  March  .with.* 

1618  Jane  Blisse  fii  Tho:  &  Dorothy  BUsse  bapt.  the  xiiii  of  Jani'.a.'-y. 

1621  Jane  BI>'sse  bi!r[ied]  the  xvith  of  September. 
1620  John  Blisse  f.l  Tho.  &  Dorothie  bap.  Nov.  xii 

1622  Nathal.  Blisse  fil  Tho.  &  Dorothr.ct  bapt  Dec.  8  [Nathaniel] 
1624  Thoiuas  Biisse  fil  Tho.  Blisse  &  Marie  bap*;,  the  xb:  of  Scplenibcr 
["Marie"  is  the  clerk's  error  for  Dorothy  and  the  "<?:  I>.Iaric"  was  entered 

after  the  orlgina'  entry  v.'as  written,  and  also  above  the  line  and  in  tlie  same 
hand  ana  ink.  Another  after-thought  and  after-entry  occurs  in  the  very  ne.>:t 
baptism  entered.  Three  other  similar  after-cntrics  occur  o:.  the  s.:ni.  page. 
"Marie"  was  a  mistake  for  "Dorie."] 

(Facsimile  of  the  orl^in.-d  entry  of  the  above  record) 

1628  Thomas  Blisse  bur[ied]  October  iiii 

1626  Jonathan  Blisse  fil  Tho:  et  Dorothie  bapt.  ead  die  [the  same  clay] 
April  ij 

(Facsimile  of  the  original  entry  of  the  above  reccrd  with  its  preceding 
item.) 

•All  daiea  before  1752  are  "old  style,"  when  March  23th  was  the  5rst  day  of  a  new  year, 
instead  of  January  1st,  since  1752. 
tCalled  "Dorie." 
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John  Whcadye,  the  father-in-law  of  Thomas  BHssc,  was  a  mercer 
and  also  the  master  warden  of  the  "Coinijany  of  Mercers,  Woollen- 
drapers,  Taylors,  Innkeepers,  and  Fullers"  and  also  the  Iniiliff  of 
the  Borou!<h  of  Davcntry  in  1619.  Tlic  bailiff  was  the  h.ifihcst 
officer,  siriiilar  to  mayor.  The  records  of  th.c  conipany  and  of  the 
borough  contain  \arious  references  to  Wiieatlye,  and  to  "Mr.  Bliss," 
several  of  which  may  be  here  noted: — 

"The  \var.!cn'.s  acconipts  1615.  Remaining  i.n  tlie  Clie.?te  the  9tii  of  Xowbcr 
1615  Jolii'!  \\'hcately  being  i\Ir.  warden  of  ihe  Companye  of  mercers  the  soriie 
of  IS  I-Cb-6cJ.  To  bee  answered  back  again  unto  the  ne.\te  ncwe  v/arden  uppoii 
the  accomptc  dayc  wthall  such  Arrerags  some  and  somes  of  money  as  maye  or 
sliall  come  to  his  hands  during  this  whole  yeare  and  thereunto  I  have  sctte  my 
haude.     Jolm  Wlieatlye. 

(Facsimile  of  the  original  of  tl'.c  above  record  in  the  haiidv.riliag  of  John 
Wheatlye.) 
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Midsomer  quarter  accounte  the  xwiith  daye  of  September  1617.  Remaining 
wch  Mr.  Blis;  due  to  the  toune  at  tlie  iaste  accounte — xli-xvs-i  d 

the  13th  day  of  Novembc  1<;23,  laid  cut  of  the  stock  for  Ric  Brotiiers  to  Mr. 
John  W'heatley  the  some  of  Ss 

xvith  day  of  November  1626.  Receaved  by  Mr.  Jolm  Wheatly  for  his 
brother  Beriiamen  ffarmers  use  the  some  of  35  15  s.  By  me  John  Wheatlye. 
[Farmer  was  the  master  warden  for  this  year  ] 

Reed,  of  Mr  John  Wheatly  the  second  day  of  July  1629  for  the  enrollment 
of  Steephen  v.right  his  apprciitice  the  some  of  ij  s 

158 


'  1':  : 


,.;( 


\ " 
■■■\  :r 


y    \ 


.>.-.-»v.*,;;jiJ  jifek'V?  ;s;-:t<'  k^,"  -.;s*.i  ;    \  '■< 


.'.■■■-.;^ri'  • 


.4  in      . 


A  record  wlio  halh  in  keeping  tlic  Companyes  Holbcrds,  1631:  Mr.  ]u\\\\ 
Wlicatly,  one. 

John  Wheatlyc  was  master  warden  again  in  1634. 

Paidc  unto  Ivlr.  Bliss  llic  xith  dayc  of  Jannarie  to  tlie  tonnes  use  for  tlie 
freynge  of  Raphe  Harsley  of  Riit;bie  lialnirdaslier  the  some  of  xx  s 

Thomas  Blisse^,  the  emigrant,  owned  no  land,  but  John  Whcatlye 
was  taxed  in  the  subsidy  on  land  worth  about  £300,  for  cxainplc: — 

Record  OlTice,  London.     Lay  Snbsidy  157-378.     Elizabeth. 

Daventrj-  John  Whcatley  in  tor— xx  s  [annual  value]  iiij  s  [^ub^idy]. 

157-411     3  Charles  I  [1627] 

Daventr\-  John  Whcatley  in  ter  xx  s-iiii  s 

Thomas  Blissc,  his  male  relatives,  and  his  and  their  immediate 
male  ancestors  all  became  freemen  of  Daventry  upon  subscribing 
to  the  follov.'ing  oath: — 

The  flreen.an  his  othc.  You  shall  swear  yt  you  shalbe  trev,-e  and  faillifull 
unto  or  most  drcade  and  sou'aigne  Ladye  the  Quenes  matie  that  now  is  and 
to  her  l-eircs  and  successors  kings  and  quenes  of  England  and  obedient  to  the 
aforesaid  Mr.  baj'Iifie  of  the  Borough  for  his  time  beinge  and  to  those  thai: 
shalbe  bayiifi'es  hereafter.  The  fraunchises  libtye?  iisuages  rights  and  cuscoius 
of  the  aforesaid  borough  you  shall  well  and  truly  keepe  and  by  no  mcanes  will- 
ingly infryno;e  or  breake  the  said  borougli  against  such  as  prtend  to  hurto  and 
hinder  the  same  or  to  sa>e  evell  of  the  aforesaid  Mr.  baylifte  or  of  any  that 
shalbe  hereafter  bayHffe  undeservedly,  you  shall  to  the  uti;ern\ost  of  yor  po\.^.r 
save  harmeles  and  speake  in  the  defence  thereof,  yo  shall  contribute  to  all  mann 
of  charge  of  tlie  aforesaid  borough  as  Saviors  vratches  coniributiors  taxes  stal- 
lages lott  and  scott  and  thereof  beare  yor  pte  as  ax.  other  freeman  dothe,  you 
shall  cullor  no  lTor>-ners  goods  within  the  said  borough  \\hereby  our  Sov'aignc 
Lady  tlie  queues  may  lose  hir  custome  and  right.  You  shall  keepe  the  kinge 
maties  peace  in  your  oune  psoune  within  the  said  borough,  you  shall  not  knowe 
nor  be  privje  of  anye  conventicles  nor  conspiracies  made  against  the  queiics 
maties  peace  within  the  said  borough  or  the  libtics  thereof  but  you  shall  so 
speedily  as  you  can  warne  the  aforesaid  Mr.  BaylifFe  and  those  that  shalbe  bay- 
Ii;Tes  after  him  thereof  or  some  other  of  the  officers  within  the  said  borougii 
whereby  the  said  conventicles  and  conspiracye  may  be  lett  and  hindered  of 
muche  as  in  you  iyethe  all  these  ladable  usages  and  cnstomes  of  the  said  borough 
you  for  yor  pte  shall  well  &  truly  kcepc  as  god  shall  kepe  >'0u 

(MS.  Records  of  the  Borough  of  Daventry.     Aug.  1571,  Borough  Hal!.] 

Neither  Thomas  Blisse,  of  Daventry,  the  emigrant,  his  fath.er, 
nor  grandfather  owned  either  land  or  dwelling  house.  They  rented 
what  they  required  of  the  landlord,  so  too  did  nearly  all  of  their 

159 


.  '  ;     *,!■•■);„■■;    t 


1  1  r-i.' 


11,  ;   ;i":v  i5  V  I  _ 

■        ::...     .fl'     V,l.^ 


IT 


1 


;:  Ji:;r'.'b  •;->  i  ifiiil' ■iOffl'iy  l:orr//o   i_/:iJr/: 


neighbcrs.  Having  no  merchant's  stock  of  merchandise  they  fre- 
quently escaped  being  assessed  in  the  national  subsidies.  Their 
skill  and  experience  as  smiths  were  about  all  the  capital,  aside 
from  th.e  implements,  that  they  needed  for  (he  transaction  of  business. 
Thomas  Blisse  was  by  no  possible  estimate  a  poor  man  there  and  then. 
The  profits  of  the  smithery  could  not  have  made  him  rich.  His 
position  v.as  better  and  more  secure  than  that  of  his  cousin  Thomas 
of  Preston  Parva.  The  smaller  the  means  of  himself  and  of  his 
valiant  cousins,  the  said  Thomas  of  Preston  Par\'a  and  George  of 
the  same  and  later  of  Daventry,  th.e  g.^ander  is  the  fact  of  their 
emigration.  The  cost  of  their  transportation  to  America  consumed 
the  greater  part  of  their  means.  George  Elisse  had  only  himself 
and  wife  to  transport.  But  think  of  Thomas  of  Da\'entry  with  wife 
Doroth}-  (who  died  early  in  Massachusetts)  and  their  four  cliildren! — 
and  tlicn  think  of  Thomas  of  Preston  Parva  with  wife  Margaret  and 
their  eight  sons  and  daughters!  A  family  party  of  four  and  a  dozen! 
What  a  loss  to  Fawsley  JManor!  Immortal  sixteen!  How  did  they 
accomplish  it?  The  sa^'ings  of  tv/enty  years  and  the  selling  price 
of  their  business  privileges  were  sufficient  for  the  one  and  only 
magnificent  achievement  of  their  hitherto  commonplace  yet  nonc- 
the-less   noble  lives — their  transportation   to   the  New  World. 
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Tlie  Causes  of  the  EmioTatlon 

o 

"Green  is  tlic  cluirdiyard,  bcauiiful  and  green, 
Ridge  rising  gently  by  tl'e  side  cf  ridgo; 

A  heaving  surface 

And  mantled  o'er  with  aboriginal  turf 
And  everlasting  flower:^." 

The  vaulted  elms  inclose  an  avenue  of  state  from  the  gate  to 
the  dunchyard  \valls.  The  morning  sunsliine  streams  o'crtop  the 
hill  of  the  Danes  to  cheer  the  early  sauntcrer  among  the  treasured 
tombs.  The  thousands  of  the  parish  dead  have  been  laid  v.-ithin 
this  three-acre  plot  for  nigh  unto  a  thousand  years.  The  ancient 
church  is  rebuilt,  and  its  parent  priory  has  vanished  with  the  ideas 
that  were  cherished  within  it  centuries  ceased.  Whatever  its  his- 
tory, "th.e  Ship  of  Heaven"  here  to-day  remains  anchored  fast 
at  the  high  edge  of  the  village,  where  the  structures  of  the  street 
meet  the  wind-wafted  waves  of  the  fields.  The  storms  of  dissension 
that  have  come,  have  also  gone,  as  the  rains  ha\e  gone,  adov.'n  the 
slopes.  The  v/estern  tower  still  is  lifted  above  the  eastward  pastures 
and  the  southward  sea  of  roofs.  The  golden  cross  of  Christendom 
is  fl>ing  this  morning  at  the  spire  head.  The  buttressed  bows 
impress  the  market  place,  and  the  bells  chime  above  the  weekly 
fair.  Whatever  they  believed,  myriads  of  souls  have  voyaged  to 
heaven  in  this  stone  ship  since  ever  so  long.  The  pilots  and  crews 
come  and  go,  the  ship  remains,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  "hope  and 
faith,  tears  and  laughter, — the  inheritance  of  generations,  a  store 
richer  than  a  king's  rariscm." 

No,  v,-e  are  not  forgetting  the  goodly  chapel  erected  by  the  dis- 
senters cf  Daventr}'  in  17C0.  Its  congregation  long  since  became 
increased  to  nil  three  churches,  Baptist,  I\Iethodist,  and  Congrega- 
tional. These  fraternize  in  a  common  cause;  but  the  rift  rendered 
so  long  ago  between  Nonconformity  and  the  Church  of  England 
still  remains  a  chasm  not  quite  closed.  It  Is  related  in  Daventry 
that  when  the  vicar  of  the  parish  church  asked  a  local  nonconformist: 
"Why  do  you  go  there  to  church?"  and  recei'vcd  this  reply:  '"Isn't 
it  better  than  going  to  the  public  house?"  (saloon) — the  vicar  said: 
"Well,  I  don't  know!" 

The  smiles  have  not  yet  subsided  in  England  over  the  incident 
(they  say  that  it  occurred  in  Daventry)  of  the  vicar  who,  appearing 
in  his  robes  to  perform  the  ceremony  at  a  wedding  in  his  church, 
instead  of  reading  the  marriage  ritual,  read  the  burial  service  until 
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loniiiKlecl  by  a  friend.  Such  talcs  as  ihcsc  should  be  offset  by  one 
from  the  dissenter's  chapel  that  v.e  listened  to  from  that  very  pulpit. 
The  preacher's  sermon  was  upon  the  text  of  the  two  roads  to  Jericho, 
the  safe  upper  road  chosen  by  the  godly,  and  the  dangerous  lower 
road  infested  with  brigands  and  used  only  by  the  ungodly.  The 
good  man  was  relating  how  a  robbed-and-wounded  man,  lying  in 
that  lower  road,  was  happened  upon  and  heljied  to  Jericho  by  a 
priest,  whereupon  a  boy  inquired:  "How  did  the  priest  come  to  be 
in  tlie  lower  road?" 

There  must  have  been  "jolly  times"  in  the  "good  old  days" 
hereabouts  when  the  dissenters  were  called  in  The  Clergy's  Bill  of 
Coinphint  (16-13),  "globe-headed  or  Brov/nistical  men,  Cobblers, 
and  Howists  and  Shamcles  I\Iekanicl:s'';  while  the  lay  preachers 
were  called,  in  the  same  bill,  "satyrs,"  "vultures,"  "wild  beasts 
of  the  desert,"  "dragons,"  "doleful  creatures."  Emmanuel  and 
Sidney  Colleges  at  Cambridge  were  called  "nurseries  of  Puritanism," 
"from  whence  come  these  People's  Creatures"  to  "blow  upon  the 
bellov.-s  of  their  sedition."  Bishop  Hall  of  Exeter  "capped  the  cli- 
max" of  ecclesiastical  invective,  in  1640,  in  his  arrogant  assumption 
entitled,  Episcopacie  by  Divine  Right,  wherein  he  waxed  m.erry  c\-er 
the  Presbyterian  plan  of  each  parish  producing  an  ecclesiastical 
consistory  composed  of  one  or  more  pastors,  a  doctor,  elders,  atid 
deacons:  "What  stuff,"  he  wrote,  "would  these  be?  Perhaps  a 
young,  indiscreet  giddy  Pastour,  and  for  a  Doctor,  who?  v.hcre? 
and  what?  John-a-Noakes,  John-a-Styles  for  the  elders;  Smug- 
tho-Smith  a  deacon:  and  Y\-ho  or  what  should  these  rule  but  their 
own  ploughshares?" 

The  Puritans  were  not  so  clever  with  inveciives,  or  else  refrained 
from  them.  One  of  their  opinions,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
mirrored  by  the  poet  Cowpcr: — 

The  things  t'lat  mount  the  rostrum  with  a  skip. 
And  then  skip  down  again;  pronounce  a  text, 
Cry  hem;  and  reading  v.-hat  they  never  wrote. 
Just  fifteen  minutes,  huddle  up  their  ftork. 
And  with  a  well-bred  v.'hisper  close  the  scene. 

Why  did  the  Blisses  go  av/ay?  They  were  not  banished.  I'hey 
need  not  have  gone.  Time's  changes  brought  reforms  some  years 
later.  Human  happiness  has  been  as  full  here  as  anyv.'here  In 
England.  The  county  historian's  accounts  of  the  religious  contro- 
versies in  Northants  are  too  lengthy  for  our  quotation,  but  when 
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the  dieam  of  the  mediaeval  Erasmus  became  a  realit}-,  in  ti'ic  latter 
part  of  the  sixtccnlli  century,  "when  the  weakest  won^ap.  might 
road  the  Gospels  and  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,  when  tlie  husbandman 
shall  sing  portions  of  them  to  himself  as  he  follows  the  plough,  when 
the  weaver  shall  hum  them  to  the  tune  of  his  s'luttlc,  when  the 
traveller  shall  while  away  with  his  stories  the  weariness  of  his 
journey,"- — in  short,  when  such  Englishmen  and  Englishwomen 
first  read  the  New  Testament,  they  became  enlightened;  Puritan- 
ism inc\-itably  resulted.  The  Bible's  dcclaratioJi  of  the  common 
brotherhood  in  Christ  annihilated,  in  the  minds  of  the  Puritans, 
that  overpowering  sense  of  social  distinction  which  characterized 
the  age  of  Elizabeth.  "The  meanest  peasant  felt  himself  ennobled 
as  a  child  of  God."  [JMacaulay.]  From  that  hour  he  became  a 
force  that  could  not  be  compromised  with.  The  revelation  was  a 
revolution.  As  he  saw'  before  him  the  unchristianlike  barriers  that 
he  could  not  then  and  there  surmount,  the  revelation  led,  encouraged, 
and  brought  him  (the  Puritan)  to  execute  the  conception,  thus  con- 
ceived, of  raising  himself  to  a  personal  and  a  material  eminence 
elsewhere.  The  idea  of  emigrating  to  America,  by  the  host  that 
traversed  the  sea,  was  that  host's  own.  No  brain  of  bishop,  l:ing, 
or  of  any  genius  of  a  greatness  then  recognized  conceived  that  great 
exodus  of  fifty  thousand  people  in  twenty  years.  It  was  the  idea 
of  the  unknown  citizen,  the  scheme  of  the  lowly  yet  fiery  spii'it, 
the  v.'ork  of  the  mere  man,  the  yeoman,  the  artisan,  the  farmer, 
the  tradesman,  and  his  few  clerical  leaders.  It  issued  from  the 
cottage,  not  from  the  court.  It  started  from  the  soil,  rather  than 
from  the  pavem.ents.  When  the  American  tourist  visits  his  English 
ancestral  home  and  is  told  by  the  vicar  or  rector  tliere  that  "the 
better  class  of  people  remained  loyal  to  the  church  and  did  not 
emigrate,"  there  is  truth  in  the  remark,  considering  the  application 
of  the  word  "class"  in  England,  but  Michael  Drayton's  words, 
written  "To  the  Virginian  Voyage,"  should  be  remembered: — 

You  brave  heroic  minds 

Worthy  your  country's  name, 

That  honour  still  pursue; 

Go  and  subdue!  .      ^ 

Whilst  loitering  hinds  ,       ,     ;  .    ,  .        .  .  -   ' 

Lurk  here  cit  homo  with  &!:ame. 

And  in  regions  far 

Such  heroes  bring  ye  forth 

As  those  from  whom  we  came; 
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And  pinnt  our  name 

Under  that  star 

Not  known  unto  our  NorUi. 

Though  Thomas  Blisse  of  Davcntr}'  may  be  classed  with  the 
radical  clement  in  the  Chiwch  of  England,  l)e  continued  his  attend- 
ance at  ciiurch,  and  unhke  his  cousin,  Tliomas  of  Preston  Parva, 
saved  his  family  much  concern.  He  was  not  a  Sejjaratist,  or  a 
Brownist;  nor  was  his  attitude  like  the  definition  of  nonconforrnitj- 
given  by  an  anarchistic  speaker:  "Hi  ham  a  nonconformist!  Hi 
conform  to  no  religion!"  But  he  scarcely  would  have  agreed  with 
his  contemporary,  Dorothy  Oshorn,  who  described  how  she  attended 
a  "morning  exercise"  at  \Yestminster  Abbey  "on  purpose  to  hear 
the  noted  preacher"  [Stephen  Marshall,  Puritan  of  Fiuchingfield, 
Essex]  "who  is  so  famed  that  I  expected  vast  things  from  hini, 
and  seriously  I  listened  at  first  v/ith  as  much  reverence  as  if  he  had 
been  St.  Paul.  But  I  have  to  confess  I  vvas  near  laugliing  when  I 
should  not.  What  do  you  think  he  told  us?  Why,  that  if  there 
were  no  kings,  no  queens,  no  lords,  no  ladies,  no  gentlemen,  or 
gentlewomen  in  the  world,  it  would  be  no  loss  at  all  to  the  Alniighty." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  terrip.  Elizabeth,  declared  that 
"the  county  of  Northampton  swarmed  with  sectaries."  In  the 
reign  of  James  I  [1603-23],  the  Archbis'iop  of  Canterbury  stated 
concerning  the  dissenters  of  Northampton,  "the  refractory  dispo- 
sitions of  the  people  of  that  town  cannot  be  borne  with."  In  1604 
fifty-seven  ministers  in  the  parish  churches  of  Northants  refused 
to  comply  witii  the  requirements  of  their  superiors.  These  fift)-- 
scven  met  at  Northampton  and  signed  this  confession  on  their 
ovv-n  behalf: — 

"The  word  of  God  contained  in  the  Old  and  Ne^v  Tesiaments  to  be  the 
perfect  will  of  faith  and  manners,  and  that  it  ouglit  to  be  read  and  kaown  by  all 
people:  and  that  the  authority  of  it  exceeds  a!i  authority:  not  of  the  Pope 
only,  but  of  the  Church  also,  and  of  councils,  fathers,  men,  and  angels." 

"There  was  no  county  in  the  whole  of  England,"  states  the 
Victoria  County  History,  "where  Puritanism  gained  such  a  strong- 
hold, or  made  such  open  demonstrations  of  its  objects  and  methods." 
Sixteen  lay  preachers  were  imprisoned  and  ejected,  and  orie,  John 
Penry,  was  executed  before  1600.  John  Kurde,  a  poor  shoeniakcr 
of  Syrcsham,  had  been  burnt  to  death  in  1557,  for  denying  trans- 
substantiation.  A  list  of  the  charges  brought  against  the  Puritan 
preachers  of  Northants  is  in  the  Burghley  Papers  in  twenty  articles. 
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In  15S7  DavcTitry  was  cliosc-n  as  one  of  the  llnxc  places  in  NorLhants 
for  Ihe  "classes," — Puritan  licadquarLers  where  meetings  of  the 
reformers  were  held  and  lectures  delivered.  In  the  next  year,  15SS, 
almost  with  tlie  hirtli  of  Thomas  Blls:^e  the  blacksniith  of  Davcntry, 
"suddenix'  a  series  of  bomb  shells,  Vihich  startled  court,  prelates, 

and  people,  burst  on  the  nation From  the  house  of 

Sir  Richard  Knighth/y,  Knt.,  of  Fauslcy  [lord  of  the  manor  for 
Davcntry  and  Preston  Capes,  somewhat  of  a  Puritan  sympathizer 
and  associated  with  Lord  Say  and  Sele  of  Broughton  Castle],  there 
issued  the  early  numbers  of  those  formidable  tracts  signed  by  one 
who  called  himself  IMartin  JNIarprelatc!  The}'  consisted  of  bold, 
biting  satire  against  the  arch.bishop  of  Canterbury.  The  queen 
ordered  the  arrest  of  the  author,  then  unknown,  the  martyr  John 
Penry.  "Hatred  of  episcopacy  was  the  kcj'note  of  the  whole 
series."  Knightley  was  not  convicted;  but  in  1605  his  son,  \'alentine, 
as  a  knight  of  the  shire,  "undertook  to  present  to  the  king  and 
council  a  petition  against  the  suspension  of  the  nonconforming 
ministers  in  Northamptonshire;  but  it  was  delivered  back  to  him 
to  amend.  On  declining  to  do  so  he  was  put  out  of  all  commis- 
sions in  His  I\Iajesty's  service  and  ordered  to  depart  the  country. 
His  father,  Sir  Richard  Knightley,  was  then  deposed  from  the 
lieutenancy  and  commission  of  the  peace,  fined  £2000  and  imprison.ed 
in  London. 

State  Papers,  Domestic,  1637-3S.  Extract  from  a  letter  dated 
June  2-1,  163S.  Dr.  Robert  Sibthorpe  (substitute  of  the  chancellor 
and  commissaries  of  the  bishop  of  Peterborough  for  the  visitation 
of  the  diocese)  to  Sir  John  Lambe; — 

Norihainpton  men  continue  still  inveighing  against  idolatry,  yet  idollr.g 
their  o\/n  inventions,  insomuch  that  on  the  21st  instant  there  v.^as  a  preaching- 
fast  by  Mr.  Ea!!  in  the  forenoon  and  Mr.  Newton  in  the  afternoon,  but  neither 
of  them  prayed  for  any  archbishops  or  bishops,  nor  used  the  Lord's  Prayer  at 
concluiioa  of  theirs  before  sermon,  nor  did  they  or  the  people  use  any  of  the 
reverend  gestures  or  rites  and  ceremonies  enjoined.  Ho'.v  tliose  things  are  hice 
to  be  amended,  e.xcept  some  higher  hand  vouchsafe  to  assist,  he  m.ay  perceive 
by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  Dr.  Gierke,  from  a  reverend  man,  a 
bachelor  of  arts  of  16  or  17  years  standing  at  the  least  .  .  .  The  as3i.-;c; 
at  Daventry  were  very  small  bj-  reason  that  the  gaol  could  not  be  removed  from 
Northampton  .  .  .  P.S.  These  Towcaster  men,  on  whose  behalf  the 
enclosed  letter  was  written  were  infected  by  Stoner,  a  lecturer,  maintained  by 
the  Londoners,  now  gone  to  New  England,  and  they  have  niisapphed  divers 
texts  of  Scripture  against  the  com.m.union  table  standing  at  the  east  [before 
the  charicei]  and  their  coming  up  to  receive,  with  divers  others  disorders  (not  to 
call  them  blasphemers  or  profanators)  which  I  will  acquaint  you  with  hereafter. 
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January  12,  1637-38,  same  to  same: — 

In  requital  of  my  love  and  paiii5  tliey  now  do  v.liaL  they  li.st  in  the  cliurch 
service  at  AH  Saints  in  Northampton.  Some  very  late!}-  cut  the  rail  or  canrd 
that  v/as  about  the  Lord's  board  in  pieces  and  brought  dovrn  tlie  Lord's  tabic 
into  the  middle  of  tlie  chancel.  I  long  since  advii-cd  tlie  ma\-or  and  his  brethren 
tliat  the  Thursday  lecture,  and  sermons  on  Sundays  in  the  afternoon  should 
be  forborne  in  these  infectious  times.  They  then  raised  a  report  of  me  that  I 
was  about  to  starve  their  souls.  You  may  do  v.-ell  to  acquaint  his  Grace  [the 
bishop]  witli  so  much  of  this  as  you  please.  Tiie  schismatical  puritans  now 
bring  their  appeals  from  the  Audience,  as,  namely,  tlie  churclnvardens  of  Tow- 
caster,  for  not  presenting  some  eighty  or  a  hundred  of  their  parish  who  refused 
to  receive  the  blessed  sacrament  at  the  cancel  rail  at  Easter  last,  and  one  Mr. 
Clarke  my  namesake  of  Eastcote,  in  the  parish,  of  Pattishall,  for  calling  the 
Divine  sermons  porridge,  and  the  long  puritan  sermons  roast  meat. 

Rev.  John  Dod  (born  in  1555),  "the  Decalogist,"  so  called  from 
his  celebrated  Exposition  of  the  Ten  Cormnandvicnts,  and  his  A 
Plain  and  Fc'iuiliay  Exposition  oj  the  Lord's  Prayer,  was  the  min- 
ister at  Canon's  Ashby,  the  small  village  adjoining  Preston  Capes  on 
the  south,  and  also  later  of  Fawsley  Church,  one  mile  to  the  north 
of  Preston  Church,  after  having  bnen  silenced  eisevhere.  He  ^vas 
a  Puritan.  At  Fau'sley  he  vcas  patronized  by  the  lordly  Knightley?, 
whose  beautiful  tombs  are  a  feature  of  Fav.'sley  Church.  Dod  Vv'as 
buried  there  August  19,  1648. 

The  aforesaid  John  Penry,  who  vas  executed  in  1593,  also  had 
been  at  Fawsley.  William  Prandley,  the  minister  at  Fav.'s'ey  from 
1562  to  1577,  was  ejected  for  his  Puritanism.  Rev.  William  Fleshuin 
(ejected  in  1588)  was  a  member  of  the  general  Puritan  synod  that 
met  at  Fawsley  and  Northampton  in  1590.  Rev.  John  Preston, 
also  ejected,  v."as  buried  in  Favrsley  Church  in  1613.  The  reason 
that  c:o  mucli  radicalism  centered  at  Fawsley  was  because  the  Kniglit- 
ley  family  ov.-ned  the  patronage  of  Fawsley  Church,  and  so  alwaj-s 
chose  the  minister  that  best  suited  their  ideas.  The  Knightle>s 
may  have  had  occasion  to  regret  their  earlier  radicalism  v.h.en, 
after  1630,  they  saw  many  of  their  tenants  leave  the  manor  for 
America. 

Thom.as  Blisss',  the  smith  of  Preston  Capes,  afterwards  of  Hare- 
ford,  Conn.,  during  his  non-attendance  at  Preston  Church,  must 
have  often  gone  to  hear  Dod  preach  at  Fawsley,  and  thus  have 
imbibed  a  spirit  of  unyielding  independence,  and  also  have  rccci\'ed 
confirmation  of  his  nonconformity.  Dod  may  have  been  Blisse's 
personal   adviser.     Rev.   John   O.xcnbridge,    born   at   Daventry   in 
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1603,  nia>'  have  somewhat  influenced  Thomas  B!is?c'^  of  Daventry 
(ialer  of  Rehobolh,  Ma^s.).  Oxenbridgc  was  dissadofied  with  or 
cxchidcd  from  Llie  Church  of  EngUmd  and  prenclied  at  the  Bermudas 
till  1641.  Ejected  from  the  church  at  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  after 
liis  return  to  England,  Oxenbridgc  settled  in  New  England  in  1669 
and  died  at  Boston,  Mass.,  of  apoplexy,  which  seized  him  towards 
the  close  of  his  sermon. 

Aside  from  the  religious  contemplations  that  were  in  the  niinds 
of  our  emigrant  ancestors  they  entertained  other  thoughts  and 
feelings,  if  not  motives,  with  respect  to  America.  These  were  the 
material  aims,  the  aspects  of  land,  the  prospects  of  possession 
thereof,  the  dream-desire  for  material  independence  alv.  ays  nursed 
in  the  breast  of  a  man  who  is  without  a  fortune.  Land  challenged 
thera  as  v.'ell  as  liberty.  They  wanted  a  nev\-  deal  all  around,  a 
"square  deal."  The  cards  of  fate,  so  to  speak,  had  been  shuffled 
against  them.  The  dealers  of  the  cards  dealt  themselves  the  best 
"hands."  Tiic  Bliss  emigrants  craved  for  a  chance  to  start  more 
on  a  level  with  other  men.  Land  to  them  v/as  money,  power, 
independence.  They  were  eager  to  vrork  new  land  and  to  make  it 
valuable,  as  well  as  to  work  their  v^'ill  with  metals  as  smiths.  Other 
men,  going  or  gone  to  Nev,-  England,  were  men  of  their  own  stamp. 
Such  men  would  rule  the  new  couritry;  they  would  divide  it  fairly, 
share  the  common  lot,  and  li\"c  and  work  as  brotliors,  man  to  man. 
Thus  to  rise,  politically,  from  insigniacance  to  consequence  v.  as  no 
uninviting  prospect,  religious  considerations  omitted.  Considering 
the  caste  system  and  the  domination  of  the  landowning  nobility 
and  gentry,  as  then  in  force  in  England,  hov,-,  as  they  made  up 
their  minds  to  go,  could  the  emigrants  ha^'e  escaped  the  thoughts 
that  v.ere  in  the  minds  of  thousands  v.-ho  to  themselves  rightly  could 
have  said:  I  shall  be  no  man's  man;  no  man  may  be  my  master, 
no  man  my  lord;  no  man  shall  ha\e  dominion  over  me.  The  advan- 
tages of  the  land  and  of  education,  religious  and  secular,  that  v\Ould 
make  me  think  the  more  of  myself,  I  .shall  and  wil!  have.  No 
longer  will  I  hurr>'  at  the  "Here,  you!"  of  any  nobleman's  son  v.ho 
lacks  respect  for  human  nature,  nor  prostrate  myself  at  the  approach 
of  the  bevvigged  and  bepowdercd  "Her  Ladyship,"  and  the  "rslis- 
trcsGos  Disdain,"  her  bevvildcring  daughtei's.  I  will  not  longer  be 
subject  to  manorial  imposition  and  social  oppression.  The  edicts 
of  the  caste  system  never  more  shall  belittle  or  enslave  my  spirit. 
I  will  not  abide  by  the  notion  that  God  never  intended  me  to  be 
other  than  were  my  fathers,  or  to  have  aught  else  than  they  had. 
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Equal  opporlunitics  I  will  and  I  sluill  have,  as  nuicli  as  hath  those 
who  have  so  long  lorded  it  over  me. 

Such  was  one  of  the  reasons  that  moved  so  many  men  to  betake 
themselves  and  their  families  so  far  awaj'  from  the  arbitrary  decrees 
c)f  a  ruling  class  that  exalted  itself  above  them.  Such  was  the  spirit 
that  made,  and  then  freed,  tlie  American  Colonies.  Some  semblance 
of  that  spirit  still  there  remains.  It  is  a  spirit  that  some  Englishmen 
do  not  understand.  But  the  descendants  of  the  founders  of  the 
United  States,  to-day  in  their  vast  prosperity  and  independence, 
are  not  unwilling  to  regard  their  distant  kin  in  England  as  of  one 
blood  and  one  speech  with  themselves,  and  to  feel  that  both  repre- 
sent two  nations  that  might  be  linked  togetlier,  as  friends,  in  a  com- 
mon cause  for  the  orderliness  and  advancement  of  the  whole  world. 

The  question  has  been  asked:  "In  what  ship  did  the  Blisses 
sail  for  America?"  The  three  nearest  ports  were  London,  Ips\','ich, 
and  Maldon.  The  lists  of  passengers  embarking  at  London  for 
America  in  1635  are  largely  preserved.  The  Blisses  did  not  take  in 
London  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  in  that  year;  1635 
may  liave  been  the  year  of  their  departure  from  England;  if  so  the 
probabilities  are  that  they  sailed  from  Ipsv.-ich  in  Suffolk.  They 
may  not  have  sailed  before  1637-38.  We  do  not  know  the  exact 
date.  More  than  this,  vre  nov/  can  never  kuov\-.  Also  lost  to  !!s 
are  all  the  minute  records  of  the  da;I\  lives  of  our  ancestors  at 
Daventry  and  Preston,  as  v/ritten  down  in  the  court  rolls  of  the 
manors  of  Fawsley  and  Welton.  Thoughtlessly  the  m.odcrn  io"-ls 
of  these  manors  allowed  these  valuable  records,  before  1680,  to  be 
destroyed.  Manorial  court  records  are  similar  to  Anierican  town 
records. 

As  Thomas  Blisse  of  Daventry  turned  to  go  away,  his  father  miglit 
have  said: — 

"My  son,  thou  wilt  dream  tlie  world  is  fair, 
And  thy  spirit  v.ill  sigh  to  roam. 
And  thou  r.iiist  go;  but  never  wlien  there 
Forget  the  light  of  home." 

To  their  kin  and  friends  the  bra\'e  adventurers  then  felt  (if  their 
tongues  failed  them):  "Our  hearts  shall  be  fountains  of  tears  for 
your  everlasting  welfare  when  we  shall  be  in  our  poor  cottages  in 
the  wilderness." 

And  so,  here,  around  Borough-hill,  where  rise  the  ever-gracious 
springs,  the  headwaters  of  three  of  England's  rivers,  and  wherefrom 
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westward  bounds  a  brook  to  furm  the  famous  Avon, — "the  Avon 
to  the  Severn  flows,  the  Severn  to  the  sea," — where  onward  to  the 
cast  falls  the  Ncn  down  to  the  German  Ocean's  foam,  and  soutli- 
ward  slips  the  Cherwell  to  the  Than.ics,  herefrom,  as  these  pure 
founts  send  their  tributes  to  the  main,  so  too  the  hill  from  whence 
they  stream  sent  its  strong  sons  to  nourish  a  new  land. 

Placing  a  flower  upon  the  graves  of  their  nearest  and  dearest 
dead  the  emigrants  turned  their  faces  seaward,  never  to  look  back. 
Where  are  those  graves  now?  Where  are  the  tombstones?  W'liere 
are  the  stone  memorials  to  all  the  scores  of  Blisses  of  Preston  and 
Daventry  for  three  hundred  years?  They  have  been  all  ruthlessly 
"wiped  out"  by  the  church  authorities. 

In  mcmoriam  there  is 

No  lettered  bronze,  no  etched  brass. 

No  tablet  on  the  mom'ried  wall; 
To  them  no  gleam  through  tinted  glass, 

No  stone,  no  urn:    This  book!  that's  all!  -■  - 
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The  Will   of  Thomas   Blisse  of   Preston  Capes, 
Eno-Jand,   and   Hartford,  Connecticut 

Feb.  l-llh,  1650  M;i.r3'  Parsons  of  Spriugfcild  the  D;uigli!.cr  of 
Thomas  BHss,  Late  of  Ilartford,  deceased,  doth  tcstlfie  that  wlica 
her  father  Lay  on  his  death  bed  shee  heard  her  mother  Aske  hhii, 
how  hce  would  dispose  of  his  estate,  hee  answered  hee  would  give 
it  to  her,  who  sh.ould  have  it  elso.  her  mother  asked  him  if  hce  would 
not  dispose  of  it  to  his  children,  her  father  Ans\."ered  again  no, 
her  mother  should  have  it  this  shee  shall  bee  ready  to  testifie  if 
Called  th.ereurito 

Vvittness 

John  Pynciion 
Hen:  Smith 

Children:  La'.vrence  Bliss,  John  Bliss,  Sa;n  Bliss,  Hcsthcr  Bliss,  Eliz  Bliss, 
Hannah  Bliss,  Sarah  Bliss. 

[From  volume  II,  page  28,  Probate  Records  of  IlarLford  County,  Connecti- 
cut, 1650.] 


The  Invenic.y  of  the  goods,  ChalteHS;  and  Catties  of  Thomrc 
Bliss  of  H^iriford,  deceased,  taken  by  Joseph  I^/Ij-g-att 
and  l^athanici  V/ardc  Ibis  14th  Febr.  1650.  [51] 

[£]  [s]  [d] 

:  his  wearing  apparrcll  02 :00 :00 
:  one  bedstead  with  2  fcatlierbcds  uppon  it  V\"ith  Sheets  and  Blanketts  05:00:00 

.  a  trundle  bed,  a  flock  bed  upon  it  v.'ida  Sheets  and  Blanketts  1  pr. 

of  each  03:00:00 

:  for  Sheets  and  table  cloilis  &  yearne  in  ye  howse  03:00:00 

:  2  brass  potts,  1  Iron  pott,  2  kettles,  1  skillet  <x  a  mortcr  03:10:00 

:  ill  milk  vessells  Sz  other  Small  dishes  00:10:00 

:  in  pev,tr  as  much  as  comes  to  01 :15 :00 

.  1  Spitt,  1  frying  pann,  1  tramcll,  1  fier  pan  iTc  tongs  00:08:00 

:  one  beetle,  foure  wedges  00:06:00 

:  one  old  trunck,  2  chests,  &  one  boxe,  old  ones  00:10:00 

:  2  paire  of  Scales  &  v/eig'its  to  ym  00:06:03 

:  2  old  bibles  00:03:00 

:  one  po'.vderinr  tubb  &  a  Cov.Ie  -                          00:07:00 

:  crie  bcvi.re  vessel!  and  old  ti^bbs  00:12:00 

:  2  wheeles  &  2  old  seines  00:0S:00 

:  1  chaire  and  2  old  stcoles  00:02:00 

:  1  charr.e,  1  buckett  &  2  payles  00:06.00 

:  one  Loorne  with  barrs  &  Staycs  &  1  wheele  02:16:00 

:  2  A.xes  &  4  old  howes  00:09 :00 
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It 

It 
It 
It 
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It 


2  Sawcs.  <5i  one  Spade  00:1 2:00 

2  C0V.C3  ct  2  ycaio  old  Calves  16:00:00 

Due  to  him  in  a  Dclit  02:00:00 

liis  hov.-sc,  and  Lott  belonging  to  it  02:00:00 

of  n;cadov/  and  upland  35:00:00 

another  howse  &  Lett  02:00:00 


86:12:03 
Natha:  Warde 
Joseph  Mygatt 

[From  Probate  Records,  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  Vol.  II,  p.  2S.] 

Goody  Blio3  of  Hartford  complaining  to  this  Courtc  of  Wiibain  Ayrcs  for 
detaiiilng  b.er  co'.ve  wiongfully  and  selling  it  when  hce  had  no  right  nor  power 
so  to  doe  The  Courte  Adiudges  Wiibain  Ajtcs  to  pay  to  goody  Biisc-  the  sum 
of  six  pounds  ti\-e  shillings  in  good  pay  for  her  cowe  :  execution  d'd.  the  l-ltl; 
of  May  1651 

[Probate  Records,  Kartford  County,  Connecticut,  Vol.  II,  p  20.] 


The  Will  of    Margaret  Blisse,  Widow  of  Thomas  Blisse, 
the  Emigrant  to  Hartford,   Connecticut. 

At  the  Count!.-;;  Cortc  in  Sprlngfeild  Sept:  30:  160-1-  A  coppy  of 
Margaret  Bliss  her  wil  given  into  the  Coiintic  Cortc  Sept:  30:  161' 1 

I,  Margaret  Elisse  of  Spriiigftild,  being  by  Gods  Good  hand  of 
Providence  kept  alive  to  this  present  day,  &  being  aged,  &  not 
Knowing  howsoone  the  Lord  ma^'call  me  nut  of  this  v.orld,  I  Knov.'ing 
that  I  cvv'  a  debt  to  Nature,  I  thought  It  my  duty  to  Settle  my  Estate 
that  soe  I  may  the  freelyer  Leave  this  Woikl,  ^\•hc^i  God  shal  cal 
me  home. 

And  Firat  I  shal  declare  my  faith  cc  Leave  it  wth  m.y  surviveir.g 
children,  vrch  is  this.  That  I  doe  belcive  in  the  free  mrcy  of  God 
the  father,  in  &  through  the  merites  of  God  the  Son  my  blessed  Rc- 
decriM',  o:  In  Gd  the  Holy  Ghost  the  Applyer  of  al  that  Good  Jesus 
Christ  hath  purchased  for  his  People:  I  beleive  th:-  Resurrection 
both  of  the  Just  &  the  Unjust,  &  That  v,'e  must  al  stand  before  the 
Judgment  Seate  of  Christ,  My  Body  I  com.itt  to  the  Earth  to  be 
decently  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executor  (hereafter  Named). 
And  now  being  of  souiid  and  pfcct  nvind  &  memory  doe  bestow  m.y 
Estate,  ■vvch  God  hath  graciously  given  m.e  in  manner  &  forme 
fcllov.'inge 

First,  I  haveing  given  Something  Considerable  formerly  to  my 
son  John  Blisse,  &  under  the  consideration  thereof,  I  do  in  this  my 
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I  :i^.!  V.  il  &  Tcslamt  give  to  him  the  said  John  Bliss  no  niorc  but  this 
well  fuliov.cth  (being  sufficient  wth  what  he  has  liad  alreadie)  That 
is  to  say  Twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  to  him,  v/th  in  Tv/o  yeeres  after 
iiiy  decease,  &  that  shalbc  paid  him  in  Cattle  or  Cornc,  as  it  passeth 
bttv.cene  man  &  man,  &  also  that  four  acres  of  land  he  bought  of 
nice  in  the  Long  Medow  weh  I  was  never  paid  for,  I  do  now  give 
that-  to  him. 

Item,  1  give  to  my  son  Lawrence's  Son,  Samll.  Blissc  my  seven 
acics  of  Land  in  the  nccke  over  the  River,  onely  he  the  said  Samuel 
slial  pay  to  Each  of  his  sisters  Two  pounds: 

Item,  I  give  to  my  grandson  Nathaneel  Morgan  Three  pounds 
wn  lie  comes  to  the  age  of  Twentie  yeares. 

Item,  I  give  to  my  daughter  Parsons,  And  my  daughter  Scot 
my  weareing  clothes,  bedding  &  household  StmTe,  oncl}-  my  Bason, 
I  give  to  my  son  Sa'.nuel's  daughter  Hannah: 

Item,  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Scot  five  poundes,  &  if  my  Cov.-es 
doe  live,  &  I  be  not  forced  to  sel  them  for  my  necessity,  I  then  give 
one  of  them  to  my  Grandson  John  Scot: 

Item,  All  the  Rest  &  Residue  of  my  Personal  Estate  goods  Lands 
Iioii-ing  Cattell  whatsoever  I  have  iu  Springfeild  or  else  where,  I 
du  give  and  becrueatli  to  my  Loveing  son  Samuel  Blisse  &  his  hcorcs 
iw  ever,  8:  if  h.is  wife  I\Iary  Blisse  shal  survive  my  son,  t'len  she 
shall  liave  a  Third  part  of  my  Land  during  the  time  of  her  Widowhood, 
<S:  i!\cn  to  Return  it  to  my  sons  children  as  He  shall  see  good  to  bestow 
it  (  il  ym.  And  him  the  said  Samuel  Blisse,  I  do  :"zhz  frli  iT:  Sole 
ICxccutor  of  this  my  Last  Wil  &  Testament,  &  I  do  revolce  disannul 
•S:  make  voide  al  form.r  Wills  S:  Testaments,  by  m^e  heretofore  made. 
In  witnes  whereof,  I  JMargaret  Bliss  do  to  this  my  Last  Wil  & 
Tfsi anient  Set  my  hand  &  Seale 

June:  ISCa:  16S-i;  the  markc  of 

M.  B. 
Widow  J.Iargaret  Bliss,  wih  her  Seale  affixt. 
V.'id  j/.-  Margaret  Blisse  declared  this  Vv'riting  her  Last  wil  c^:  Tcstamt 
&  being  of  Good  &  Sound  understanding,  Subscribed  her  hand,  & 
sealu  theretoe,  all  being  fully  &  distinctly  Read  to  her,  she  dcclareing 
ht:r  satisfaction  &  Resting  in  this  her  last  Disposure  of  her  Estate:  in 
Testimony  whereof  v/e  here  unto  set  or  hands:  this  25th  of  June:  1684: 

John  Pynxiion 
BEN7AMIX  Pap.scxs    Sa.'ill.  Mausiifeild 
(Proved  Sept  30  1684  by  Samuel  Blisse) 

(From  Probate  Records,  Northampton,  Mass.,  Book  II,  page  22.] 
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A.  Coppy  of  The  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Widow  Margaret 

'bHssc  Late  Deceased  as  prsenLcd  to  the  Countie  Courte 

Sept:  30:  16S4 

A  true  Invcntorie  of  al  &  Singular  the  goods  Lands  &  Cattel  of 

the  Widdow  Margaret  Bliss  deceased  prized  by  us  whose  Names  are 

underwritten,  as  followeth:  H    s    d 

A  bod  &  Bolster  04  00  CO 

3  rillowcs  00  15  00 

1  Rngg  0^  ^^  ^^ 

Thcbcdsteod  00  15  00 

The  Cupboard  00  ^0  00 

A  chose  ■  00  08  00 

A  Castor  hat  01  01  00 

another  old  hat  00  05  00 
A  green  apron                                                                                               "  00  Oo  00 

A  fed  blanket  00  01  CO 

An  old  Cloalh  coate  00  1..  00 

A  red  Coate  00  06  CO 

A  water  stulTe  Coate  01   10  CU 

A  red  tamy  coate  00  16  00 

A  sad  Color  S.rgc  Coate  01   04  00 

A  Linsy  woolsey  Coate  00  04  00 

A  cloth  wastcoatc  00  '.s  CO 

2  Linsy  v/oolsy  VVastcoatcs  00  10  CO 

An  old  Clolli  vast  coate  00  06  GO 

A  red  night  '.vast  coate  00  C6  CO 

Another  old  one  00  01  00 

A  white  blanket  00  05  00 

A  Smal  Blanket  00  04  00 

Curtaincs.^cVallience  01  00  00 

AClothCloake  00  12  00 

A  Sarge  hoode  CO  C6  CO 

4  blue  Apio.s  00  13  CO 

2  Pcuter  Cand'.cstickes  00  0:>  CO 
a  Small  I- lagon  &  beer  bcwl  00  05  00 

3  porrinqers  a  pint  Cud  a  bottle  &  salt  sclier  00  06  00 

4  spoonj;  00  01  06 
wo;d.n  ware  00  09  00 
1  glass  boltle,  galiy  pot  &  Tin  kettle  00  02  oO 
A  brass  &  iron  pot  Skillet  01  10  Ou 
Tr-u-ei  va'-iMPcr  pan  sTc  fryinq  par.  cc  pot  hookcs  S:  Two  Smal  hookcs  01  O.t  CO 
A  bra.se  KettL  '  00  12  00 
A  Sivc  &  Two  pailcs  a  Can  cc  3  Chair :s  00  12  00 
3  barrel!.^  &  an  anker  ^  ^00  07  CO 
A  butter  tulx  a  mea!  barrcll  with  some  smal  things  in  it  &  a  Cowl  c: 

cheese  pallat  CO  10  CO 
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All  oi'i  spit  no  02  00 

A  C'liaiiiI>or  pot  CO  01  00 

a  p.iirc  of  Sliocs                                          '  .                                                           00  01  00 

Lining  yarne  00   10  00 

2  formes  00  02  00 

2  Cou-us  &  Two  Calves  OS  10  00 

A  i-ecl  &  Tongs  &  stock  Locke  00  OS  00 

7  flu-cscs  an  old  pair  of  bodys  &  knife  GO  10  00 

A  |K  of  sissers  &  Conil.e  2  bags  &  a  bed  rope                                               GO  06  CO 

2  pair  of  Shoetcs  02  10  00 

3  Shifts  00  IS  00 

4  pillow  bcercs                      '  '                                                     01   04  00 

4  'lowels  00  04  00 

5  Napkins  '  00  OS  00 
a  blacksilk  hood  &  handkerchr  00  10  00 
In-.id  linning  and  neck  trimmin2  01  14  00 
2  white  aprons  00  16  CO 
linning  Gloves  pocket  handkerchers  &  s!ee\cs  00  06  00 
2  pair  of  Gloves  00  03  GO 

2  paire  of  Stockins  00  05  00 

3  caps  2  nockclothes  &  a  litle  tape  S:  long  sleeves  00  07  00 
a  bible  00  02  00 
a  pair  of  brasse  Scales  CO  03  C6 
5  iK-uier  platters  01  05  00 
a  :u:<on  GO  C5  00 


30  02  00 


hoinclot,  mcdov,-  &  wood  lot  94  00  CO 

upi-.-r  lot  \.\  Lc;;2  mcdov/  SO  00  00 

Lower  lot  20  00  GO 

7  acres  in  the  neck  over  ye  River  5:  Land  at  Pacowseck  20  00  00 

Laj.d  over  Mill  River  &:  over  the  great  River  below  Agawam  al  at  05  00  00 

the  apples  in  the  orchard  01  00  00 


247  IS  00 
Totale  30  02  00 


?A?:L'..    ?.L\TiSIIFEILD 


[£]  27S  CO  CO 


as  attests 
Jno  HO!. 
his  marke  C/crkc 


RuM  AND    1     1H0MA3  .  Jno  HoLYo:<n, 


F.rtrcd  this  Ir.'.cr.tory  of  the  Estate  of  Vv'idov/  Margaret  Bliss  decea-ed  La 
thL>c  r:;cords  fro  the  original!  pr  Jko  Holyoke. 

Recordr 
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The   Line  of   Descent 

from  Thomas  Blisse  of  Preston  Capes,  Eng-land, 

to  Frederick  Spencer  Bliss  of  Hartford,  Connecticut 


Thomas   Blisse  =  Margaret 


Born  Davcntry,  England,  15S0-90; 
setll.Hl  Haitford,  Conn.,  1639; 
died  there  before  1651. 


Born  in  England; 

married  1612-15  in  England; 

died   Springfield,  Mass.,  28  April,  16'M. 


Ensign  Lawrence  Bliss  =  Lydia  Wright. 


Born  Prc.^ton  Capes,  England; 

emigrated  1638; 

died  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  1676. 


Born  about  1635,  probably  in  England; 
married  Springfield,  Mass.,  25  Oct.,  165-1; 
died  there,  17  Dec,  1699. 


Pelctiah  Bliss  =  Elizabeth  Hitchcock. 


Born  Springfield,  Mass.,  19  Aug., 

1674; 
died  there  1747. 


Bora    SpringfiCld,    Mass.,    about    1679; 
married  theie,  21  April,  1698; 
dieii  there,  28  March,  1755. 


Deacon  Caleb  Bliss  =Editha  Day 


Born  Springfield,  16  Feb.,  1717; 
died  West  Springfield,  22  May,  175S. 


Born  Springfield,  Mass.,  20  Aug.,  1715; 
married  1740; 
died  4  Feb.,  1707. 


Caleb  Bliss  ^'Hannali  Van  Horn. 


Bnrn  West  Sp.Injfic-ld,  1?  Ar.g.,  1750; 
married  31  Oct.,  1776; 
died  15  Dec.  1825. 


Born  West  Springf.cld,  19  Aug.,   1750; 

,••..1     i  r     A_,M      •f^■J< 

Ciled  Ij  /ip.il,  iv,w'i. 


Elijah  Bliss  =Lucy  Van  Horn. 


Born  West  Springfield,  19  Feb.,  1783; 
married  31  Oct.,  1804; 
died  15  April,  1854. 


Born   West  Springfield,   30  Mav,  17S5: 
died  19  March,  1363. 


Benjamin  Blis3  =  Abbie  Goodrich  Woodhouse. 


Born  West  Sprlr.gfield,  21  Sept.,  1820; 

married  2  April,  1846; 

died  Martford,  Conn.,  3  Oct..  1896. 


Born  Wethersficld,  Conn.,  10  Oct.,  l^^^O  >; 
died  Hartford;  Coan.,  10  Nov.,  1910. 


1                                  1  I                                  I                      _        I     ,.  , 

A.licc  Goodr.ch      Edward  Lar.gclon  Lir:-Ie  Cordis      Frederic'-  .spencer      Grace  I-.diM 

Bliss.                         Bliss:  Bliss:                        Bliss.                       Bliss. 

born24  Feb.,  1352:  b.  11  Sept..  1856; 

died  30  Apr.,  1895.  died  4  Jan.,  1860. 


176 


iL.:'.  \C)  v^^}\3.  ?;r;uiO!lT  moil 


■  ■:(  I'  '      -  '^n'fvM 


T 


ACOi  iX' 


■      ■■.''..,  lii^ji'iW  ribYJ  =  e-iHn  DOTtTfV/i;.!  ngisrt!? 


.\  ■1  :    rjio 


■  .  )    ,  f,  ! 


::i  '■ 


"^  ^); 


1'.  .J  - 


:n 


'liic  Will  of  Thomas  Blisc  ol  Davenlr)-,  jjlnglaiKl, 
and    Rchobolh,    Massachusetts 

[ri\nuiulh  Colony  wills  1617,  folio  67.] 

■Jin-  la.-l  Will  and  TcstainenL  of  Thomas  Blisc  being  sick  in  Ixxly 
1 M  in  pri-fn-t  memory  made  the  pc\x'iUh  Day  of  the  eighth  monih; 
I'M/'  the  said  will  allso  Exhibbitcd  unto  the  Court  holdcn  at  new 
ri\  ir.ciilli  the  eighth  of  June  1649,  upon  the  oathes  of  Steven  Paj-ne 
I'duard  Smith 

Impiinuis  I  give  in  the  name  of  tlie  father  sonn  and  holj'  Gostc 
m\-  >(inle  unto  the  hands  of  god  yt  gave  it  and  my  body  to  the  earth 

It:  1  give  unto  my  soon  Jonathan  nn-  house  and  home  lot  Con- 
(iili.  nall\-  >t  hee  shall  give  unto  my  sonninlaw  Thomas  Willmore 
hi-  lot  vh  hee  now  hatli  and  allso  the  one  half  of  my  broken  up 
:<round  for  two  yeares  and  shall  healp  him  to  build  tiim  an  house 
.•ir.il  let  hi:n  peacably  and  quietly  live  in  the  house  with  him  untcU 
thv  y  shall  bee  able  to  set  up  a  house  for  him 

h:  I  ulve  unto  Jop.atlian  two  of  my  oxen  Called  Spaii:  and  Sv/ad 
.-.:;1  my  heifer  wh  is  Called  traveler  and  my  heifer  Calfe  at  tlie  Hand 
ar.d  all  iny  beding  and  all  my  toolcs  Conditionly  yt  hee  shall  use 
tlirm  in  my  trade  or  els  thay  shalbee  Devided  to  my  fouer  Children 

It:  I  give  unto  my  eldest  Daughter  and  her  husband  Thomas 
Wi'InMrt-  nu'  olhcr  two  ovon  Callrrl  nn;.!'  -^^^r]  k.,.,u^  -„  .,-,,.  i   •--,' 

^      ■  ~  -  -    —  .  —     L,-_.*i^-,      t.^t^iAtj      uiWttva 

h'.ided   heifer  and   my   Cow   Called   Damson   and   ail   my  wearing 

■  ij\r  ;vll 

if.  I  gi\-e  lo  my  Daughter  Mary  and  her  husband  Xathaneell 
i:  irni-n  lay  three  two  }care  ould  steers  and  ten  bushells  of  wheat 

It:  I  give  unto  Natlianeell  the  sonn  of  ni}-  son.ninlaw  Nicolas 
M  •  11'.;.-  bruwne  heifer  and  my  two  steere  Calves  wh  are  at  the  I!a;)d 

L:  I  :-,;\e  uiit'.i  Nicolas  !de  ten  busliclls  of  Rj-e 

I':  I  :.'\-e  unto  my  son  Jonathan  and  my  soiminlaw  Thomas 
V.  'l!m-.Te  the  Rescdew  of  my  Corn  and  allso  the  Rye  nov.-  sowne 
'  ;.  liic  -viroand  and  my  Coult  and  all  n-.y  tackling  and  Impknieras 
■■■■•  5'!o"  ci  Cart  and  Chaines  all  these  to  be  equall}-  Devided  between 
t:-.MM  alb:)  my  pot  and  ketell;  and  I  Doe  make  them  cxcquters 
J  :  :;'.!y  cf  this  my  will  and  Testament;  and  I  Doe  Intreat  my 
tiiiiy  and  wellbcloved  frends  Richard  Wright  and  Steven  Fayne 
t.  !■> ..  ovcr.ecrs  of  this  my  Will  yt  it  bee  Dev.ly  and  Justl>-  performed 
1-^  Wittii; -i  hccrof  I  have  set  to  my  hand  the  Day  and  yeare  first 

■  d-r. 0  written;  I  give  unto  my  fouer  Children  my  hide  of  leather 
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wliich  is  ill  WiUiain  ffcild.s  hand  to  be  cqualli  Dcx  idi.d  bcLwccii  tlieiu; 
and  if  any  of  my  Children  shall  seeck  to  IDefraudc  the  others  of  any 
I)t  of  tliairc  Ri^;ht  or  shall  bcc  any  wayes  troublesoni  and  it  bee 
Justly  pro\'ed  hec  shall  forfeilc  all  his  part  hcer  nienssiuned  to  be 
equally  Devidcd  between  the  Rest 

In  the  prsence  of  Thomas  Di.ise 

Ste\"en  Payne 
Edward  Smithe 

[fol.  68]  An  In\-entary  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  late  deseassed 
Thomas  blise  takein  The  21  of  the  eight  month  1647. 

Inipri  his  wearing  aparell 

It:  one  fcthcr  bcde  2  bolsters  one  blanked  and  one  coverlid  and  2  sheets 

It:  one  Iron  pot  one  brassc  kittle 

It:  3  payls  one  tube. 

It:  in  bookes 

It:  3  axsses  one  throw  one  hatchet  one  adds  one  wimble 

It:  2  sithes  one  how 

It:  one  ouM  miiskate  one  pistoll  one  pistoll-bavell  and  cnc  barell  of  a 

pcece  and  2  ould  swords 
It:  3  pitchforks  one  mukeforke 
It:  Iron  and  Stcelle 

It:  2  beetle  Rings  one  \vcdf;e  one  mortising  axe 
It:  one  warming  pan  one  pot  crooke  one  paire  of  pot  liooks  one  living 

pan 
It:  one  payer  of  scillyards 
It:  one  horse  harnesse  one  Sadie  tree 
It:  2  mealc  trough^  tow  old  Iioggsheads 
It:  one  ould  bagg 
It:  in  oattcs  pilcorn  and  p^asen 
It:  all  the  tooles  belonging  uulo  t'lie  tnutli.-  tiade 
II:  one  liyde  of  soalietlier 
It :  2  sives 
It:  2  oxen 
It:  one  Cow 
It;  2  o:-.en 
It:  one  Cow 
It:  one  lieaifer 
It:  3  ycur.g  Steers 
It:  one  Co.v 
It:  one  coiilt 
It;  3  Calves 
It:  2  s-Ajiie 
It:  haye 
It;  wheat 
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Aprisod  by  Sicveii  payne  and  Ricliard  Bov/iii 

at  a  pL-nerall  court  holden  at  neu  plimoutli  the  7tli  of  Marcli  1647  Jonatlir.n 
\iU<Q  aiul  Tliomas  willmore  testified  iipoa  oath  before  the  said  court  yt  this 
is  a  true  Inventory  of  tlie  goods  and  cliattels  of  thomas  Blise  above  written. 
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rOOll   V/riiij 
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l-'ediciree  of  ihe  Auiiioi' 

Tliomas  IMi-si!  ^  Doroiliy  \Mioall-:'y. 

H(3ni  I):i\-cutry,  Fiv-ilaiid;  I       Mairicd  Da\ciUry,  1^ 

died  .'u  Reliol)oiii,  Ma^s.,  1617.  j       died   l)cfoio   1615. 

Jonathan  Bliss  ^ '.Miiiani  llarinuii. 
Ilapt.  Davcntrv,  KiU'Jand.  2  April,  16.?6;  j  P>o.-n  in  I'n^^biiJ; 
died  Rfholjoih',  .Ma;=.,  loSV.  j      died  Rc-liobcUi,  Mi-/ 

Ephraim  Bliss  = 
Rorii  Utliob(.lii,  Ma:.s.,  5  Feb.,  16-19.  ' 


\-.,  22  Xmn.,    ltd  I; 


inaiiivd   161S; 
21   May,  1706. 


Jonatiian   Bliss  =-- 
Born  Braintreo,  Mass.,  1672-73;  j 

died  30  Nov.,  17-16.  j 

I 
John  Bliss  -  Rebecca  Whitakcr. 

Bom  RehoboLh,  Mass.,  1711;  Born   Rehohoth,   Ma-:s.,    3  Aug.,    1712. 

marilage  intcatinii  6  Dec,  1735;  ; 

died  June,  1752. 

f 
Nathan  Bliss  =  Joanna  Bowen. 


Born  ReholiOth,  Mas.s.,  19  Dec,  1736; 
died  Royalston,  Mass.,  3  Dec,  1S20. 


Born  Rel.obolh,  Mass.,  27  Oct.,  173:.; 
married  26  Dec,  1760; 
died  10  March,  1S23. 


Nathan   Bliss  =  Ruth   Bric^'gs. 
Bern  RehobDth,  Mass.,   19  Dec,  1761;  Born  22   Dec,  176-1; 

died  Rovai:Uon,   Mrs;..,  31    Jan.,  iS52.  marriage     intention,     12     April,     1T85; 

died    Royalsion,  Mass.,  2S  Nov.,   l.'loJ. 


Abel  Bliss  =-  Nirena   Ballou. 

Born  Dighton,  Mass.,  23  Aug..  17S.';  Born   Richmond,  X.  PI.,  6  :w:;rch,   17SS; 

married  Royalsion,  Ma-s.,  12  Oct.,  1806;       ;  died  Royalston,  Mass.,  1  April,  lS-17. 
died  4  July,  li;j2.                                             : 

I       \ 

Nathan  Bliss  -  Emily  Lovett. 

Born  Royal.stcn,  Mass.,  15  Sept.,  ISOS;  Born  21  Jan.,  1806; 

married   1S32;  died  Rova'slon,  Alass.,  21    April,  1.565. 

died  Royalston,  Ma.ss.,  7  Auj;.,  18S0. 

Alt'reda   Maria  Bliss=  Charles  Augustus  IIop;)in. 

Born  Wlnha!!,  \'t.,  7  .May.  lS-13;                   ,  Born  Tcmpleton,  Ma-s.'.  9  Aug.,  1834: 

]  married  Royalston,  Mass..  15  Oct.,  1S65; 

i  died  Worcester,  Mass.,  28  March,  1910. 


died  V.'orcestor  29  Oct.,  1S99. 


Charles    Arlln.u- 

Hop[)in. 

Born   Worcester 

10  Nv.,v..  1S66. 


Oct..  !86W; 
m.ivri(jd    21    June, 

1892,  Ad,".  M. 
Bicki'ord,  born  25 
iuno.lSlJ. 

Haio'.dEarl.  Stuart  Bliss.  01  idvs  May 
Born  17     Born  Wcit-    Born  Fall 


Frcd'k  Wm.  Hoppin=r=  Harry  Bliss  Hoppin=  Aiice  Janet  Hoopin- 

Rorn  Worcester  7  ,        Born  Worcester    ;  Bom  \\'orcester, 

29  Dec,  1872;  4  March.    IS76; 

m.'irried    21     Feb.,  '  marricJ  Thomas    [ 

1896.  Eva  Flke.     ,  Henrv  Mack. 

born  15  Xov..lS75;  ,  lime,  1903. 
died  29  Dec,  1905. 


Mildred     CliftordPike      Richard 


Helen  Mack 


Bom  17      Born   Wcit-    Born  Fall  i!'."""^'     ^^.uiururiKc      ^^'uiu.u             g^^.^ 

July,  1S04;  fiekl,  Ma~3.,Rivor,\fass.  /"^"-<;'-'-      J^""'";;^''-  ^.  ^''r?:  Worcester 

died  26         16  D-.c.       12>dorch.  Rorn  Wor-  ccsier6Jan..  Born  V.or-  3  M.^^ch, 

July,  lv„-,.         i.>95.              IvO'.  cester  2.->           1900.          cester  29           j9Q4 


July.  139 


Nov.,    1905. 
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Index  of   Bliss  Chrislian   Names 


r.liv  (Clir-c,  Kh,  Bli'l.-, 

I'.lvs,  BIyss,  Bly^vc) 

Abel,    ISO 

Aiucs,  89,  90,  91,  109, 
ho.  Ill,  119,  120, 
121,  12?,  12J,  121, 
125,  127,  12S,  133, 
131,  138,  139,  146, 
149,  156 

Albert,   72 

Alice,  78,  8S,  89,  94, 
138,  145,  146 

Alice  G.,    176 

Alfreda  M.,    3,  ISO 

Anibiwc,    79,  80 

Anita,    72 

Ann  (Anne),  69,  70, 
79,  89,  90,  91,  134, 
138.  149,  151 

Anna  M.,    72 

Annie,    155 

Anthony,    07 

Auijuetiis  r.,    72 

Beatrice,    112 
Beatrice  M.,    71 
Benjamin,    170 
Brid'^el,   08 

Caleb,    176 
Catlicrir,c  A.,    71 
Charles  E.,    71 
Charles  J.,   71 
Charles  Loe,    128 
Christian,   91 
Constance,   140 

Dallctt.    72 

I.iwotliv,    130,  157.  160. 
ISO 

i;.J«.ir.J.   09,  70,  71,  92, 

128.  129 
l.dv.ird  L,    170 
i  i.i\vin,    70 
I.lii'.,    150 
Ilijili.    170 
IJizabeth,    00,  09,  7(1, 

72.  89.90.  113.  132, 

133.  1 10.  150,  157. 

171,  177 
ICniily  I.ovcll.    ISO 
linily  M..  71 
|-.iihraini.    ].'<() 
I.rnest  C.    72 
Fttl-.cr  F...   72,  15!,  171 

FiaiiCi;.^.   79.  1 13 
Franeis  II..    71.92 
Frol.ri-V-.    70 
Frolk  S..    170 


GcolTrev,    112 
George,   60,  79,  88,  89, 

90,91,  129,  132,  131. 

137,    138,    139,    141. 

155 
George'  of  Newport,  R. 

I.,    10,  39,  85,  133, 

141,  140,  148,  149, 

150,  100 
Georyc  II.,   72 
Gcorgina,    71 
Gertrude,   71 
Gilbert,   63 
Godfrey  J.  \V.,   71 
Grace  Edith,    176 
Gri.-^sel,   90 
Gyles,   69,  72 

Hannah,    70,  171,  173 

Helen  J.,   71 

Ucno,',  79,  83,  105, 
106,  107,  108,  109, 
110,  111,  lis,  120, 
121.  122,  123,  125, 
120,  127,  128,  131, 
133,  134 

Ilcmv  r.W.,    71 

Iknry/vV.,   0,  08,  71 

Honoriiis,  ("  Ilonef'-Ui  ") 
17 

Hugh,   70 

Isabel,    120,  121 

James,   60,  70,  71,  73. 

79,  156 
lames  A.,    71 
Jane,    70.  71,  89,  90, 

91,  125.  128,  139, 

155,  157 
J.  Homer.   20 
Jo.n.nr-.    89.90,  91.  112. 

117,  132,  131,  1  10, 
1  19 

Joanna.   180 

John'  of  PtTs'on  Ciip';, 
133,  134,  137,  141, 
143.  145,  140.  147, 

118,  119,  155 
I..hn.   .^0,  42.  44,  45, 

40.  47.  52.  55,  07.  oo. 
70.  71.  72,  73,  75,  70, 
77.  78.  79.  81,  S3,  85, 
8>!,  8-1,  90.  91,92,  98, 
108,  109.  110,  113. 
115.  116,  117.  119, 
1.20,  123,  125,  120. 
127.  128,  131,  157. 
171,  172,  173,  180 

ISl 


JotiHlhin,    157,  1 77, 

179,  ISO 
Jo^'.■pll,   09,  72,  90,  92 
JoMo,    127,  132,  133, 

134 
Judith,    79,  155 
Julia,   71 

Katherine,   68,  69 

Lawrence,   39,  151,  171, 

173,  176 
Li/zio  C,    170 
Louisa,   71,  72 
Lucy  P.,   71 

Margaret,   66,  67,  08. 
71,  73,  80.  88,97, 
112,  127,  138,  151, 
100,  171,  172,  173, 

174,  176 

Margery,   63,  61,  65,  89 

Maria,    72,  92 

Marion,   72 

Mariorv,   95 

Marl-,  '92 

Mary  (M.irie),    69,  70. 
71,  79,  90,  138.  139, 
151.  155.  150,  157, 
173,  17  7 

Mattliev-  F.,   82,  S3 

Miriam,    IGO 

Moses,   79 

Muriel  E.,   72 

Nathan,    180 
Nathaniel,    151,  157 
Niceua,    ISO 
Nicholas,   90,91.  132. 
134.  137 

Pehti.ih.    170 
Philip,   34,  83,  SO,  S7, 

97,  112,  113 
Philip  W.,   71 

Rebecca,    ISO 
RcpinaH,   59.61.04 
Ri.-har.i,    07,  OS,  (■>. 

71.  77.  79.  S3.  89.  90. 

91,92,  105.  107,  111. 

112.  123 
RiJnrd'.    124,    127, 

131,  141,  149.  155 
Richards    120.    124. 

125.  127,  131.  141. 

149.  155 
Robert.   67,  OS,  69,  72, 

90,  95,  107.  10«.  109. 

112,  120,  124.  131 
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Rujti,   67 
Rulli,    ISO 

Samuel,    13),  171,  1".^ 
Sarah,   69,  72,  7'.',  171 

Thoiiia-,   61,  65,  66,  67, 
68,  70,  71,  72,  7-1,  7.\ 
78,  79,  !<S,  so,  91.9.1, 
94,  96,  105,  107,  lOS, 
109,  110,  111,  112, 
114,  115,  lis,  119, 
120,  121,  122,  12.?, 
124,  125,  126,  131, 
151,  156,  157 


Thomas'   of  llanfijui, 

•  16,  39.  85.  l.r?.  137, 

141.   M6.   14S,    119, 

156,    160,    171,    172, 

176 

Thonla^''  of  Rchobotli, 
16,39,  85,99,  126, 
155,  157,  158,  159, 
160,  161,  165,  166, 
107,  168,  177,  178, 
179,  ISO 

Ursula,   90,  91 

Valentine,   83 
Virginia,   72 


W.-ilitr.   67,  63.  69.  71 
WilliAni,   59,60,61,  63, 

64.  67.  69,  TO,  71,  72, 

73.  79.  SI,  82. 1'3.  86. 

87.  89.  90,  91,93,  91. 

96,97,  llo,  12_^  129, 

156 
\Vi!li?.m\    120,  ]?6,   127 

131,  132,  133.  13!, 

136,  137,  Ml,  119. 

155 
Willi.nm',    132,  131,  137, 

138,  149,  155,  156 
VViliidU!  II.,   6,  70 


Index  of  Surnames  other  than   BHss 


Abbey,   87 

Acard,   56,  57 

Adkii..-,   151 

Agar,  45 

Algod,   45 

Alien,  le,   32 

Aliva,   56 

Allen,   3S,  121,  123,  156 

Alurcd,  152 

Ander,   129 

Andrew,   £9.  103,  153 

Anschitill,   56 

Arc,  Joan  of,   38,81,  88, 

143 
Ash  ton.   79 
A-^niiith.    PS 
Atheli.de.    152 
Athill,  45 
Atkynson.  93 
Atvater,  i?' 
Alwode.   87 
Aventre,  de,  63 
Aylwy.   45 
Ayrcs,    172 

Bacon,    1^7,  121 
Baker,    100 
Bailfcv,   78 
Bak-cLt,   63 
Ball.   165 
Ballon,    ISO 
Bar;o,  dc,   38 
Barkcrc.   87 
Barnes,  90 
Batman.    133 
Batte.    134 
Beauchatnn.  dc,    152 
Beaumont,    111 
Bedell.    US 
Bell,   94 
Ecnani.    106 


Bennett,    27 
Besevillc,   87 
Beste,   87 
Bevill,   153 
Bickes.   69 
Billing,   92 
Birches,  d:,   28 
Bland,    72 
Blandford,    110 
Blcc.=;,  de,   18 
Blesde,  27 
Blesseby,   27,  28 
Ble.sscvill,   27,  28 
Blcssid,   27,  23 
Blissekyn,   27 
Blis-cft.   2S 
Blisswcnch,   27 
B!i=worth,   27,  28 
Blois,   26 
Blount,   98 
Bbndell,   87,  100 
Bocher.   106 
Boddington,    134 
Borne,  61,  65,  66,  68 
Bosworth,    151 
Bo'.vcn,   179.  180 
Brampton,  dc,   87 
Branv.vell,    7) 
Brandeij,   69 
Brtrcton,    IS 
Brctun.   45 
Brid.   61 
Bridges,  70 
Brigso.   ISO 
Brikelcsv.orih,  dc,   57 
Britton.    ISO 
Brokblancke,    12S 
Bronio,  de,  60 
Brothers,    156 
Biikingl-.ain.  dc.   87 
Bull,    lOS,  1G9,  110,  121 

182 


Burke,    IS 
Burrows,    72 
Bushey.   72 
Butler,    150,  153 
Bv,iale>'.   90 

Cabnrc.  95 
Calcliffe,   115 
Cade,   88 
Cap-l,  91 
Capci,  de.   152 
Carter.   45 
Catcinan.    i:0 
Cauntcbrijg,   87 
Caysho,   87 
rhamhcrs.   92 
Chancer,  51 
Chamr,  le,   61 
ChaunibiC,  d'j  l.i.  87 
Cheney,  de,   5^ 
Chstton,    134 
Chiprey,    153 
Chvlcs,    13! 
Cla'rk,    134,  165,  166 
CIc3^•e^.   72 
Clerk,  le,   45 
Clyssol'L;,   66 
Cok,  !c,    73 
Cokland.   78 
Coknian.   2o 
Coics,   153 
Coaivn,   64 
Coney.   80 
Cooke.   134 
Cordcux,   72 
Ccse.   87 
Coverdalc.    119 
Covvlcy.   79 
Cow  per,   57,  102 
Cox,   65 
Crabbc,   Oi 
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C'.roi.x,  al,   61 
Croiir.voll.    ICil.  1 IV.  113 
Currv.ll,    12^;,  129 

Oalhy,   95 
UallcU,   72 
l>av,    176 
Dcakcs    13,i 
Dent,   95 
Pcvolrc,  ic,   87 
Digl'v,   57 
Dod,    150,  160 
Donne,    70 
Drayton,    163 
Dugdalc,   25 
Dun,   63 
Dyclicr,    27 

Elkvii,   87 
Ellis,   78 
E!ti?clon,  do,    15 
El)s,   87 

Emerson,  R.  \\'..    1 7 
Erasmus,    163 
Estan,   56 
Ev.icdon,  Ul-,   63 

Fairwarc,   87 
Fakcnh.am,  do,   CO 
Farle>,    79 
Farnian,    12S 
F"aiiucr,   12S,  153 
F"awke3,  57 
Fellowe?,   71 
Fields.   178 
Fiu  Aiibculf,   56,  57 
Fit^.^IM.'.ni,    116 
Flcshurn.    166 
Flint,   72 
Foivvell,   83 
Fordc,   06,  153 
Fo\-,  95 

Frai\klin,   99,  131 
Frccniari,    IS.  -IS 
Frcke,   81 
Frcslon,    151 
Fn.i\ilc,   45 
Frcltcr,   89 
Frit-nd,  Ic,   45 
Fr/bbv,    112 
Fyr.cliyii^f^!-.    '3 

Ga;--.    116 
Gardner,    106.  133 
Gar'ckiiioiigLi.:.  I;;.   87 
Gaicuygiie,    107 
Gent,    118 
Giodo.-,l.a:c,  dc,   60 
Golnthewtyc,   63 
Cotiric.   56 
Godwin,  56 
Grace.    128 
Cray,    153 


Green,   49,  9j>,  131 
GrilTni,   28.  78 
Gurson,   70 

Haddon,    151 
Haines,   70 
Ilamond,    78 
llanion.s,   66 
Hanuindcy.^.   45 
llancoclc,   6S 
Hands,    70 
Hardingc,    149 
Harmon,    177,  180 
Harold,   56 
Harslcy,    159 
Harteiond,   66 
Hauker,   64 
Hautcyn,   2S 
Hawkins,   78 
Hayward,   87 
Helmyndeiio,   87 
Heiihling,   81 
Hcye,  de,   81 
Hitclicock,    176 
Hoidcn,   89 
Holbrook,    151 
Holyoke,    175 
Hone,   51,   122,   151 
Hoppcn,  de,   32 
Hoppin.  Add  M 


Hoppin,  Alircda 


180 

.1.,  3, 

ISO 


180 


Hoppin,  Alice  J 
Hoppin,  Ch2r!c5  A.,    7.  ISO 
Hoppin,  ClliVord  P.,    ISO 
Hoppin.  Eva.    ISO 
Hoppin,  Fn:d'k  V.'.,    ISO 
Hoppin,  Gladys  .M.,    ISO 
Hoppin,  Harold  t-'..,    idj 
Hoppin,  Harry  B.,  ISO 
Hoppin,  Mildred  B.,    ISO 
Hoppin,  Ricluifd  B.,    ISO 
Hoppin,  Stuart  B  ,    ISO 
Hopton,   63 
Horslev,    78 
Hugli  fil,   45 
Hurlics,    133 
Hychis  {Uk\:i\    131 
Hylberd,    152 

Ido,    177 
Insall,    70 
IswcU,    120.  131 

Jackson,    151 
Jakvs  (Jako.).   65 
jcfrerics,   70 
john.-on,   65,  106 
Jolyf,   S7 
Ionc4;crvu:;t.   87 
Judkins,   90 

Kaasc.    78 
Kancia,  dc,   23 

183 


Kirketjn,   95 
Kniglitk-y,    150,  153.  165 
Koc,   70 
Kurdc,    161 
Kyn,   45 
Kyncbcll,  rU-,    15 

I.anibc,    165 
Lainniassp,    ^i,  5> 
Lapworlli,    151 
Lay,   71 
Leigh,    106.  136 
Levcrych,    73 
Leyccster,  de.    103.  152 
Lipbconib,   55 
Lively,   78 
Lofthowse,   94 
Lolby,   95 
Longe,   87 
Longland,   51 
Lovett,    180 
Luther,    118 
Lyons,  dc,    152 

Macaulay,    114,  112 
Macdonald,    71 
Makejoy.   27 
Malph,   S3 
Maple,   129 
MariLlt,    156 
?.Iarinvun.    27,  45 
Marshall,    106.  164 
MarbUneUl.    173,  175 
Mason,    112 
Massaye,    120 
Maynard,   45 
Merchant,  le,   42 
2vliieward,  le,    S) 
Mirfyn,   95 
Moniacutc,  ce.    152 
More,  atte,   74 
Morgan,    173 
Morton,    ICO 
Muridi,   87 
iMurycl,   87 
Mydelton,  do,   45 
Mygatt.    171,  172 

Nash.  al.   60.  61 
Ncale.   83 
Nev.nian,    1'9 
Newton,    165 
Nichols,    113 
Nigel,   152 
Nutte,   65 
Nykp,    112 

Ofan,   45 
Old.   89 

Oidvngton.  de.    27 
Ooborn,    164 
Ovcrbury,    19 
O.xenbridgc,    166,  167 
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l'.,lnKr,    11-',  153 
Piiiker,    72,  73 
raijons,   71,  171,  173 
I'ariiidge,   67 
Faslon,  97 
raiinicr,  le,   45 
I'avne,    IW,  176,  177, 

i7S,  179 
To'vii,    i()6 
iviay.    16-!.  165,  166 

Fcre.-oii,   93 
Pi  nek a rd,    139 

Pluckwcll,   79 

Poole,   68 

Pounds,   74 

Praiidlcy,    166 

Preston,    166 

I'urscn,    78 

Pvc,   87 

Pykercl,  60 

P\ncUoni  171,  173 

Qutlyc,   123 
(Juenton,  dc,   87 

RadcUrt,  93 
Ravensione,  Ic,   45 
Ilcedc,    146 
Kcevo,  le,   45,  63,  81 
Kcndle,   71 
Ke'itd!,   69 
Ke>iijlci,   45 
Uivc,    134 
Ko'jins,   89 
Kohsarr,    132 
Rocjcis.   6S 
Rolmd,  -15 
Roper,   126,  133 
Rop;-"^;''-''',  tie,   61 
Ruilaon,'  83 

Say  an-l  SjIc.    165 
Scott,   61,  72.  132,  173 
Scully,  91 
SciTCjat.  le,   45 
Sli;rre,-hal!,   87 
SUrar.c!e\-,  de-,   CI 
Sliao,    149 


Sherburn,   6S 
Sherman.   87 
Sherwood,    133 
Sibtliorpc,    165 
Skvlful,   60 
Smart,   69 

Smith,   79,87.  108,  112. 
145,  146,  171,  )76,_1_78 
Soinerj',  dc,   43,  44,  57 
Siiowe,   69 
Spencer,    128 
Sprot,  ■  87 
Stanton,  de,    73 
Stapleton,  de,   28 

Stevens,   69,  134 

Stephens,   79 

Stimson,    151 

St.  Liz,    103.  153 

Stone,  dc,   87 

Stoner,   165 

Stubbere,    73 

Stubbcs,   79 

Stubbs,    19,  4S 

Straw,   88 

Sutton,  de,   87 

Sweet,   78 

Swynshed,   2S 

Symes,    lOS,  109.  110, 
116,  124 

Tacitus,   3S 
Tatam.    112 
Tay,  66 
Taylor,   69  __ 
Tlionia;.    175 
Thonip-on.    150 
Tibbes,    129 
liirield,  de,   bi 
Thrall,   43 
Tresham,    153 
Trubjhan-,    151 
Turn.igoyn.   87 
Twynchi,  153 
Twvnvhs.    P5 
Tyler,'  SS 

'IXrinjlcitii.  dc,    43,  -1 1. 
'52,  56,  57 

Upl-.ill,    73 


Van  lluiu,    17l) 

Wafercr,    123 
Wahul,  dc,    152 
Walkei,   65 

Wallniaa.    114,  117.  US, 
119,  120,  125,  126,  127, 
131 
Waliaund,    45 
W'alson,    134 
Waltheof,   56 
Wardc,   87.  171,  172 
\Varin,    17 
Warwick,   92,  133 
Washington,   99 
Water,   75 
Watts,   66,  129 
Wautertcrvani.   87 
Webb,   69 
Webisterc,  le,    87 
Welch,    151 
Welle,  at,   61 
W'crkcman,   68 
Weslcott,   78 
Wetewede,  dc.   32 
Wheatiey,    156,  153.  159, 

ISO 
Wheeler,   71 
Whitaker,    ISO 

Whitehall,   80 

Wilkinson,    72 

William-;   60,  120 

Willmorf,    177,  179 

Windsor,    153 

Withcali,   95 

Wodccok,    60 

Wodeendo.  dc.   81 

Woderouc,   8/ 

Wood,    151 

Woodhoiise,    176 

Wolscy,    103 

Wourthin-i.on,    112 

Wray,   70 

Wright,    15?,  176,  17/ 

Wyclif.   21,  So,  97,  li9 

Wvnstou.   6? 

Wynicrl'i'i'd.    74 

Vicktl,  de,   45 
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